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To the RIGHT HONORABLE

JOHN Lord HERVEY,

Lord Keeper of His Majeſty's Privy Seal.

MY LORD,

TH

HE public will naturally expect, that

in chufing a Patron for the Life of

CICERO, I ſhould addrefs myſelf to fomeper-

fon of illuftrious rank, diftinguifhed by his

parts and eloquence, and bearing a principal

fhare in the great affairs of the Nation ; who,

according to the ufual ftile of Dedications,

might be the proper fubject of a compariſon

with the Hero of my piece. Your Lord-

fhip's name will confirm that expectation,

and Your character would juftify mein run-

ning fome length into the parallel ; but my

experience of your good fenfe forbids me

the attempt. For Your Lordfhip knows,

what a difadvantage it would be to any cha-

racter, to be placed in the fame light with

that of CICERO ; that all fuch comparisons

must be invidious and adulatory ; and that

the following Hiſtory will fuggeft a reafon

in every page, why no man now living can

justly be compared with him.

A 3
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vi DEDICATION.

I Do not impute this to any fuperiority of

parts or genius, peculiar tothe Ancients ; for

human nature has ever been the fame in all

ages and nations, and owes the difference of

it's improvements, to a difference onely of

culture, and of the rewards propoſed to it's

induſtry : where theſe are the moſt amply

provided, there we ſhall always find themoſt

numerous and fhining examples of human

perfection. In old Rome, the public honors

were laid open to the virtue of every Citi-

zen ; which, by raifing them in their turns

to the command of that mighty Empire,

produced a race of Nobles, fuperior even to

Kings. This was a profpect, that filled the

foul of the ambitious, and roufed every fa-

culty of mind and body, to exert it's ut-

moft force : whereas in modern ftates, men's

views being ufually confined to narrow

bounds, beyond which they cannot paſs,

and a partial culture of their talents being

fufficient to procure every thing, that their

ambition can afpire to, a great genius has

feldom either room or invitation to ftretch

itſelf to it's full fize.

You fee, my Lord, how much I trust to

your good nature, as well as good fenfe, when

in an Epiftle dedicatory, the proper place of

Panegyric, I am depreciating your abilities,

inftead of extolling them : but I remember,

that it is an Hiftory, which I am offering to

Your Lordship, and it would ill become me,

in the front of fuch a work, to expoſe my

3 veracity



DEDICATION. vii

veracity to any
hazard : and my head indeed

is now fo full of antiquity, that I could wish

to ſee the dedicatory ftile reduced to that

claffical fimplicity, with which the ancient

writers uſed to preſent their books to their

friends or Patrons, at whofe defire they were

written, or by whofe authority they were

published : for this was the firſt uſe, and the

fole purpoſe of a Dedication ; and as this alfo

is the real ground of my prefent addreſs to

Your Lordship, fo it will be the beſt argu-

ment of my Epiftle, and the moſt agreeable

to the character of an Hiftorian, to acquaint

the public with a plain fact, that it wasYour

Lordship, who firſt adviſed me, to undertake

the Life of CICERO ; and when from a dif-

fidence of my ſtrength, and a nearer view of

the taſk, I began to think myſelf unequal to

theweight ofit, YourLordship ftill urged and

exhorted me to perfift, till I had moulded it

into the form, in which it now appears.

THUS far Your Lordship was carried by

that lovefor CICERO, which, as one of the

beft Critics of antiquity affures us, is the un-

doubted proof of a true taft. I wiſh onely,

that the favor, which You have fince ſhewn

to myEnglish CICERO, may not detract from

that praife, which is due to Your love ofthe

Roman: but whatever cenfure it may draw

upon Your Lordship, I cannot prevail with

myfelf to conceal, what does fo much honor

to my work; that, before it went to the

Prefs, Your Lordship not onely faw and ap-

proved,
A 4



viii DEDICATION.

proved, but, as the fincereft mark of Your

approbation, corrected it. It adds no ſmall

credit to the Hiftory of POLYBIUS, that he

profeffes to have been affifted in it by SCIPIO

and LELIUS ; and even TERENCE's ftile

was made the purer, for it's being retouched

by the fame great hands. You muſt pardon

me therefore, My Lord, if, after the exam-

ple of thoſe excellent Authors, I cannot for-

bear boaſting, that ſome parts of my preſent

work have been brightened by the ſtrokes

of Your Lordship's pencil.

Ir was the cuſtom of thofe Roman Nobles,

toſpend their leifure, not in vicious pleaſures,

or trifling diverfions, contrived, as we truly

call it, to kill the time; but in converfing

with the celebrated Wits and Scholars of the

age; in encouraging other people's learning,

and improving their own : and here Your

Lordſhip imitates them with fuccefs, and for

love of letters and politeness may be compared

with the Nobleft of them. For your houſe,

like theirs, is open to men of parts and me-

rit ; where I have admired Your Lordship's

agreeable manner of treating them all in their

own way, by introducing queftions of litera-

ture, and varying them fo artfully, as to give

every one an opportunity, not onely of bear-

ing a part, but of leading the converfation

in his turn. In theſe liberal exercifes You

drop the cares of the Stateſman ; relieve Your

fatigues in the Senate ; and ſtrengthen Your

mind, while You relax it.

ENCO-
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ENCOMIUMS of this kind, upon perſons of

Your Lordship's quality, commonly paſs for

words of courſe, or a faſhionable language to

the Great, and make little impreffion on men

of fenfe, who know learning, not to be the

fruit of wit or parts, for there Your Lord-

fhip's title would be unquestionable, but an

acquifition of much labor and ſtudy, which

the Nobles of our days are apt to look upon,

as inconſiſtent with the eafe and fplendor of

an elevated fortune, and generally leave to

men of profeffions and inferior life . But

Your Lordship has a different way of think-

ing, and by Your education in a public

School and Univerfity, has learnt from Your

earlieſt youth, that no fortune can exempt a

man from pains, who defires to diſtinguiſh

himſelffrom the vulgar ; and that it is a folly

in any
condition of life, toafpire to a fuperior

character, without a fuperior virtue and in-

duſtry to ſupport it. What time therefore

others beſtow upon their fports, or pleaſures,

or the lazy indolence of a luxurious life,

Your Lordship applies to the improvement

of Your knowledge ; and in thoſe early

hours, when all around You are hushed in

fleep, feize the opportunity of that quiet, as

the moſt favorable feafon of ftudy, and fre-

quently ſpend an ufefull day, before others

begin to enjoy it.

I AM faying no more, my Lord, than

what I know, from my conftant admiffion

to Your Lordship in my morning viſits, be-

fore
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fore good manners would permit me to at-

tempt a vifit any where elfe ; where I have

found You commonly engaged with the

Claffical writers of Greece or Rome ; and

converfing with thofe very dead, with whom

SCIPIO and LELIUS ufed to converfe fo fa-

miliarly when living. Nor does Your Lord-

ſhip affume this part for oftentation or amuſe-

ment onely, but for the real benefit both of

Yourſelf and others ; for I have ſeen the fo-

lid effects of Your reading, in Your judici-

ous reflections on the policy of thoſe ancient

Governments, and have felt Your weight

even in controverſy, on fome of the moſt

delicate parts of their Hiſtory.

THERE is another circumftance peculiar

to YourLordship, which makes this task of

Study the eaſier to You, by giving You not

onely the greater health, but the greater

leifure to purſue it ; I mean that fingular

temperance in diet, in which Your Lord-

ſhip perfeveres with a conftancy, fuperior to

every temptation, that can excite an ap-

petite to rebel ; and fhews a firmneſs of

mind, that fubjects every gratification of

ſenſe to the rule of right reafon. Thus

with all the accompliſhments of the Noble-

man, You lead the life of a Philoſopher ;

and while You fhine a principal ornament

of the Court, You practiſe the diſcipline of

the College.

IN
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IN old Rome there were no hereditary

honors ; but when the virtue of a family

was extinct, it's honor was extinguiſhed too;

ſothat no man, how nobly foever born, could

arrive at any dignity, who did not win it by

his perfonal merit and here again Your

Lordſhip ſeems to have emulated that ancient

fpirit ; for, though born to the firſt honors

of Your country, yet difclaming as it were

Your birthright, and putting Yourſelf upon

the foot of a Roman, You were not content

with inheriting, but refolved to import new

dignities into your family ; and after the ex-

ample of Your Noble Father, to open Your

own way into the fupreme council of the

Kingdom. In this auguft Affembly, Your

Lordſhip difplays thofe fhining talents, by

which You acquired a feat in it, in the de-

fence of our excellent Eftablishment ; in

maintaining the rights of the people, yet

afferting the prerogative of the Crown ; mea-

furing them bothby the equal balance of the

laws ; which by the provident care of our

Anceſtors, and the happy fettlement at the

Revolution, have fo fixed their juft limits,

and moderated the extent of their influence,

that they mutually defend and preferve, but

can never deſtroy each other without a ge-

neral ruin.

In a nation like ours, which, from the

natural effect of freedom, is divided into op-

pofite parties, though particular attachments

to certain principles, or friendſhips with cer-

tain
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tain men will fometimes draw the beft Citi-

zens into meaſures of a fubordinate kind,

which they cannot wholly approve ; yet

whatever envy Your Lordfhip may incur on

that account, You will be found, on all oc-

cafions of trial, a true friend to our conftitu-

tion both in Church and State ; which I have

heard You demonftrate with great force, to

be the bulwark of our common peace and

profperity. From this fundamental point,

no engagements will ever move, or intereſt

draw You ; and though men inflamed by

oppofition are apt to charge each other with

defigns, which were never dreamt of per-

haps by either fide, yet ifthere be any, who

know fo little of You, as to diſtruſt Your

principles, they may depend at leaſt on Your

judgment, that it can never fuffer a perfon of

Your Lordship's rank, born to fo large a

fhare of the property, as well as the honors

of the nation, to think any private intereft

an equivalent, for confenting to the ruin of

the public.

IMENTION this, my Lord, as an additio-

nal reafon for preſenting You with the Life

of Cicero: for were I not perfuaded of Your

Lordfhip's fincere love of liberty, and zeal

for the happineſs of Your fellow citizens, it

would be a reproach to You, to put into

Your hands the Life of a man, who in all

the variety of his admirable talents, does not

fhine fo glorious in any, as in his conſtant

attachment to the true interefts of his coun-

3 try,
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try, and the noble ſtruggle that he ſuſtained,

at the expence even of his Life, to avert the

impending tyranny, that finally oppreffed it.

BUT I ought to afkYourLordship's pardon

for dwelling fo long upon a character, which

isknown to the whole Kingdom, as well as

to myfelf; not onely by the high Office,

which You fill, and the eminent dignity

that You bear in it, but by the ſprightly

compofitions of various kinds, with which

Your Lordship has often entertained it . It

would be a prefumption, to think of adding

any honour to Your Lordship by my pen,

after You have acquired fo much by Your

own. The chief defign of my Epiftle is, to

give this public teftimony of mythanks for

the fignal marks of friendship, with which

Your Lordship has long honored me ; andto

intereft Your name, as far as I can, in the

fate and fucceſs of my work ; by letting the

world know, what a fhare You had in the

production of it ; that it owed it's being to

Your encouragement ; correctnefs to Your

pencil ; and what many will think the moſt

fubftantial benefit, it's large fubfcription to

Your authority. For though, in this way

of publiſhing it, I have had the pleaſure to

find myſelf fupported by a noble lift of ge-

nerous friends, who, without being follicited,

or even aſked byme, have promotedmyfub-

ſcription with an uncommon zeal, yet Your

Lordship has diftinguiſhed Yourſelf the moſt

eminentlyof them, in contributing not onely

to
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to the number, but the fplendor of the

names, that adorn it.

NEXT to that little reputation, with which

the public has been pleaſed to favor me, the

benefit of this fubfcription is the chief fruit,

that I have ever reaped from my ſtudies. I

am indebted for the firft to Cicero, for the

fecond, to Your Lordship : it was Cicero,

who inftructed me to write ; Your Lordship,

who rewards me for writing: the fame mo-

tive therefore, which induced me to attempt

the hiſtory of the one, engages me to dedi-

cate it to the other ; that I may exprefs my

gratitude to you both, in the moſt effectual

manner that I am able, by celebrating the

memory of the dead, and acknowledging

the generofity of my living Benefactor.

I HAVE received great civilities, on ſeveral

occafions, from many Noble perſons of

which I fhall ever retain a most grateful

ſenſe; but Your Lordship's accumulated fa-

vors have long ago rifen up to the character

of obligations, and made it my perpetual

duty, as it had always been my ambition, to

profefs myſelf with the greateſt truth and

reſpect,

My Lord,

Your Lordship's

Moſt obliged and

Devoted Servant,

Conyers Middleton.

"
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THE
HERE is no part of Hiſtory, which feems ca-

pable ofyielding either more inftruction or enter-

tainment, than that which offers to us the felect lives

ofgreat and virtuous men, who have made aneminent

figure on thepublic ftage of the world. In thefe we

fee at one view, what the annals of a whole age can

afford, that is worthy of notice ; and in the wide

field of univerfal Hiſtory, ſkipping as it were over

the barren places, gather all it's flowers, and poffefs

ourfelves at once ofevery thing that is good in it.

But there is one great fault, which is commonly

obferved inthewriters of particular lives ; that they

are apt to bepartial andprejudiced in favor oftheir

fubject, and togive us a panegyric, instead of aHi-

ftory. They work up their characters, as Painters

do their portraits ; taking the praiſe of their art to

confift , not in copying, but in adorning nature ; not in

drawing a just refemblance, but giving a fine pic-

ture ; or exalting the man into the Hero : and this

indeedfeems to flow from the nature of the thing it

felf; where the very inclination to write is generally

grounded on prepoffeffion, and an affection already

contracted forthe perfon, whofe history we are at-

tempting; and when wefit down to it with the dif

pofition of a friend, it is natural for us, to caft a

fhade over bisfailings ; to give the ftrongest coloring

to bis virtues; and out of a good character, to en-

deavour to draw aperfect one.

I am fenfible, that this is the commonprejudice of

Biographers, andhave endeavoured therefore to diveft

myfelf of it, as far as I was able ; yet dare not take

upon me to affirm, that I have kept myself wholly

clearfrom it ; butfhall leave the decifion of thatpoint

to thejudgement of the reader: for I must be fo inge-

nuous

XV
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1
nuous as to own, that when I formed the plan of

this work, I was previously poffeffed with a very

favorable opinion of Cicero ; which, aftertheftritt-

eft fcrutiny, has beengreatly confirmed and heigthen-

ed in me: and in the cafe of a shining character,

fuch as Cicero's, I am perfuaded, will appear to be,

it is certainly more pardonable to excede rather in

ourpraiſes of it, out of a zeal for illuftrious merit,

than to be referved in doing juftice to it, through a

fear of being thought partial. But, that I might

guard myfelf equallyfrom both the extremes, I have

taken care always to leave the facts to speak for

themfelves, and to affirm nothing of any moment

without an authentic teftimony to fupport it ; which

yet, if confulted in the original at it's full length,

will commonly add more light and strength to what

is advanced, than the fragments quoted in the mar-

gin, and the brevity of notes would admit.

But whateverprejudices may befufpected to adhere

to the writer, it is certain, that in a work of this

nature, he will have many more to combat in the

reader. Thefcene of it is laid in a place and age,

whicharefamiliar to usfrom our childhood: welearn

the names of all the chiefactors at school, and chufe

ourfeveralfavorites according to our tempers orfan-

cies ; and whenwe are least able tojudge ofthe merit

ofthem, form diftinct characters of each, which we

frequently retain through life . Thus Marius, Sylla,

Cafar, Pompey, Cato, Cicero, Brutus, Antony,

bave all their feveral Advocates, zealous for their

fame, and ready even to quarrelfor the fuperiority

of their virtues. But among the celebrated names of

antiquity, thofe of the great Conquerors and Generals

attract our admiration always the moſt, and imprint

a notion of magnanimity, and power, and capacity

for dominion, fuperior to that of other mortals: we

look uponfuck, as defined by heavenfor Empire, and

born



The xviiPREFACE.

born to trample on their fellow- creatures, without

reflecting on the numerous evils, which are neceffary

to the acquifition ofaglory, which is built uponthefub-

verfion of nations, and the deftruction ofthe human

Species. Yet these are the onely perfons, who are

thought tofhine in Hiftory, or to merit the attention

of the reader: dazzled with the fplender of their vic-

tories, and the pomp of their triumphs, we confider

them as the pride and ornament of the Roman name ;

while the pacific and civil character, though of all

others the most beneficial to mankind, whofefole ambi-

tion is, to fupport the laws, the rights and liberty

of his Citizens, is looked upon as humble and con-

temptible onthe compariſon, for beingforcedto truckle

to the power of thefe Oppreſſors of their country.

In the following History therefore, ifIhave hap-

pened to affirm any thing, that contradicts the com-

mon opinion, andſhocks the prejudices ofthe reader;

Imuft defirehim to attend diligently to the authorities

on which it is grounded; and ifthefe do notgivefa-

tisfaction, tofufpend hisjudgement ftill tothe end of

the work; in the progrefs of which, manyfacts will

be cleared up, that may appear at firſt perhaps uncer-

tain and precarious and in every thing especially,

that relates to Cicero, I would recommend to him, to

contemplate the whole character, before he thinks him-

felf qualified tojudge of it's feparate parts, on which

the whole will always be found the fureft comment.

QUINTILIAN has given us an excellent rule, in

the verycafe ; that weshould be modeft and circum-

fpect, in paffing a judgemnent on men fo illuftri-

ous, left as it happens to the generality of cen

furers, we be found at laft to condemn, what we

do not underſtand [a]. There is another reflection

[a] Modefte tamen & cir-

cumfpecto judicio de tantis

viris pronunciandum eft, ne,

quod plerifque accidit, dam-

nent, quæ non intelligunt.

Quintil. Inftit. x. I.

a
likewife
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likewife very obvious, which yet feldom has it's due

weight ; that a writer on any part ofHiſtory, which

he has made his particularſtudy, may be prefumed to

be better acquainted with it, than thegenerality ofhis

readers ; and when he afferts a fact, that does not

feem to be well grounded, it may fairly be imputed,

till a good reafon appears to the contrary, to a more

extenfive view of his ſubject ; which, by making it

clear to himself, is apt to perfuade him, that it is

equally clear to everybody elfe ; and that a fuller ex-

plication of it would confequently be unnecessary. If

thefe confiderations, which are certainly reasonable,

have but theirproper influence, Iflatter myself, that

there will be nojust cauſe to accuse me of any culpa-

ble biafs in my accounts of things or perfons, or of

any otherfavorto the particular character ofCicero,

than what common humanity will naturally beftow

upon every character, that is found upon the whole

to be bothgreat andgood.

Indrawing the characters ofa number ofperſons,

who all lived in the fame City, at the fame time ;

trained by thefame difcipline, and engaged in thefame

purſuits ; as there must be manyfimilarftrokes, and a

general refemblance in them all, fo the chiefdifficulty

will be, to prevent themfrom running into too great

an uniformity. This I have endeavoured to do, not

byforming ideal pictures, or fuch as would pleaſe or

furprize; but by attending to the particular facts,

which history has delivered of the men, and tracing

them to theirfource, or to thofe correfpondent affecti-

ons, from which they derived their birth : for theſe

are the diftinguishing features of thefeveral perfons ;

which, when duly reprefented, and placed in their

proper light, will not fail to exhibit that precife dif-

ference, in which the peculiarity of each character

confifts.

As
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As to the nature of my work, thoughthe title of

it carries nothing more, than the Hiftory ofCicero's

Life, yet it might properly enough be called, the

Hiſtory of Cicero's Times : fince from hisfirst ad-

vancement to the public Magiftracies, there was not

any thing ofmoment tranfalled in theftate, in which

be did not bear an eminentpart : fo that, to make the

whole work of a piece, I havegiven a fummary ac-

count ofthe Roman affairs, during the time even of

his minority ; and agreeably to what I promiſed in

my propofals, have carried on a feries of Hiftory,

through a period of above fixty years, which for

the importance of the events, and the dignity of the

perfons concerned in them, is by far the most in-

terefting of any in the Annals ofRome.

66

66

In the execution ofthis defign, I have purfued, as

clofely as Icould, that very plan, whichCicero himself

badfketched out, for the model ofa complete Hiftory.

Where helays it down as afundamentallaw, " that

" the writer should not dare to affirm what was

falfe, or to fupprefs what was true ; nor give any

fufpicion either of favor or difaffection : that in

" the relation of facts, he should obferve the order

" oftime, andfometimes addthe defcription ofplaces ;

fhouldfirft explane the counfils ; then the acts ; and

laftlythe events of things : that in the counfils, be

fhould interpofe his ownjudgement on the merit of

" them ; in the acts, relate not onely what was done,

" but bow it was done ; in the events, fhew what

cc

66

66

66

fbare chance, or rafhness, orprudence had in them:

" that hefhould defcribe likewife the particular cha-

" racters of all thegreat perfons, who bare any con-

"fiderable part in theftory ; andfhould dress upthe

" whole in a clear and equable ftile, without affect-

" ing any ornament, or fecking any other praiſe but

" ofperfpicuity." Thefe were the rules that Cicero

bad drawn up for himſelf, when he was meditating

a general
a 2
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a general Hiſtory of his Country, as I have taken

occafion to mention more at large in it's proper

place.

But as I have borrowedmy plan, fo Ihave drawn

my materials alfo from Cicero : whofe works are the

most authentic monuments that remain to us, of all

the great tranfactions of that age ; being the original

accounts of one, who himself was not onely a specta-

tor, but a principal actor in them. There is not a

fingle part of his writings, which does not give fome

light, as well into his own Hiftory, as into that of

the Republic : but his familiar Letters, and above

all, thofe to Atticus, mayjustly be called the memoirs

of the times ; for they contain, not onely a distinct

account of every memorable event, but lay open the

fprings and motives, whence each of them proceded ;

fo that, as a polite writer, who lived in that very

age,andperfectly knew the merit ofthefe Letters,fays,

the man, who reads them, will have no occafion

for any other Hiftory of thofe times [b].

My first business therefore, after I had undertaken

this talk, was to read over Cicero's works, with no

other view, than to extractfrom them all thepaffages

thatfeemed to have any relation to my defign : where

the tedioufnefs ofcollecting an infinite number oftefti-

monies, fcattered through many different volumes ; of

forting them into their claffes, and ranging them in

proper order ; the neceffity ofoverlooking many in the

first fearch, and the trouble of retrieving them in a

fecond or third ; and the final omiffion of feveral

through forgetfulness or inadvertency ; have helped

[b] Sexdecim Volumina

Epiftolarum abConfulatu ejus

ufque ad extremum tempus ad

Atticum miffarum ; quæ qui

legat, non multum defideret

hiftoriam contextam eorum

temporum . Sic enim omnia

de ftudiis principum, vitiis

ducum, ac mutationibus Rei-

pub. perfcripta funt, ut nihil

in his non appareat. Corn.

Nep. in vit. Attici. 16.

ta
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to abate that wonder, which had often occurred to

me, why no man had ever attempted the fame work

before me, or at least in this enlarged and comprehen-

fiveform, in which it is now offered to the public.

In my ufe ofthefe materials, I have chofen to in-

fert as many ofthem as I could, into the body of my

work ; imagining, that it wouldgive both alufter and

authority to a fentiment, to deliver it in the perfon

andthe very words ofCicero : especially, if they could

be managedfo, as not to appear to be fewed on, like

fplendid patches, but woven originally into the text,

as the genuin parts of it. With this view I have

taken occafion to introduceſeveral ofhis Letters, with

large extractsfromfuch ofhis orations, as gave any

particular light into the facts, or customs, or charac-

ters defcribed in the History, or which feemed on any

other account to be curious and entertaining. Thefre-

quent introduction of thefe may be chargedperhaps to

lazinefs, and a defign offhortening my pains, byfill

ing up my story with Cicero's words instead of my

own: but that was not the cafe ; nor has this part

of the task been the eafieft to me ; as thofe willreadily

believe, who have ever attempted to tranflate the

Claffical writers of Greece or Rome : where the dif

ficulty is, not fo much to give their fenfe, as to give

it in their language ; that is, in fuch as is analogous

to it, or what they might befuppofed to speak, ifthey

were living at this time ; fince a splendor offtile, as

well as offentiments, is neceffary to fupport the idea

of a fine writer. While I am reprefenting Cicero

therefore as the most eloquent ofthe ancients,flowing

with a perpetual eafe and delicacy, andfullness of ex-

preffion, it would be ridiculous to produce no otherjpe-

cimen ofit, but what was ſtiffandforced, and offen-

five to a politereader : yet this is generally the cafe of

our modern verfions ; where the first wits ofantiquity

are made to fpeak fuch Engliſh, as an Englishman of

a 3 taft
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teft wouldbe ashamed to write on any originalfubje&t.

Verbal tranflations are always inelegant [ c] , and

neceffarily deftroy all the beauty of language ; yet by

departing too wantonlyfrom the letter, we are apt to

vary the fenfe, and mingle fomewhat of our own:

tranflators oflow genius never reach beyond thefirft;

but march from word to word, without making the

leaft excurfion, for fear of lofing themſelves ; while

men offpirit, whoprefer the fecond, ufually contemn

the mere task of tranflating, and are vain enough to

think of improving their Author. I have endeavour-

ed to take the middle way; and made it myfirst care

always, to preferve the fentiment ; and my next, to

adhere to the words, as far as I was able to express

them, in an eafy and natural file ; which I have va-

riedftill agreeably to the different fubject, or the kind

of writing, on which I was employed : and Iperfuade

myself, that the many original pieces, which I have

tranflatedfrom Cicero, as they are certainly the most

fhining,fo will befoundalso the most usefulparts ofmy

work, by introducing the reader the oftener into the

company of one, with whom no man ever converſed,

as a very eminent writer tells us, without coming

away the better for it [d].

After I had gone through my review of Cicero's

writings, mynext recourfe was to the other Ancients,

both Greeks and Romans, who had touched upon the

affairs of that age. Thefe ferved me chiefly, to fill

up the interstices ofgeneral Hiftory, and to illuftrate

feveral paffages, which were butflightly mentioned by

Cicero ; as well as to add fome ftories and circum-

ftances, which tradition had preferved, concerning

[] Nec tamen exprimi

verbum e verbo neceffe erit,

ut interpretes indiferti folent.

Cic. de Finib. 3. 4.

[d] Quis autem fumpfit

hujus libros in manum, quin

furrexerit animo fedatiore ?

Erafm . Ep. ad Jo . Ulatten.-

either
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eitherCicero himself, or any of the chief actors, whofe

characters Ihad delineated.

But the Greek Hiftorians, who treat profeſſedly

of thefe times, Plutarch, Appian, Dio, though they

are all very usefull for illuftrating many important

facts ofancient History, which would otherwife have

been loft, or imperfectly tranfmitted to us, are not

yet to be read withoutfome caution ; as beingſtran-

gers to the language, and customs of Rome ; and lia-

ble tofrequent mistakes, as well as fubject to preju-

dices in their relation of Roman affairs. Plutarch

lived from the reign of Claudius, to that of Ha-

drian ; in whichhe died very old, in the poffeffion of

the Priesthood of the Delphic Apollo : and though he

is fuppofed to have refided in Rome near forty years

at different times, yet he never ſeems to have acquired

afufficient fkillin the Roman language, to qualify

bimfelffor the compiler ofa Roman Hiftory. But

if we should allow him all the talents requifite to an

Hiftorian, yet the attempt of writing the lives of all

the illuftrious Greeks and Romans, was above the

Strength of anyfingle man, of what abilities and lei-

furefoever ; much more of one, who, as he himself

tells us, was fo engaged in public business, and in

givinglectures ofphilofophy to thegreat men ofRome,

that he had not time to make himfelf mafter of

the Latin tongue ; nor to acquireany other know-

ledge of it's words, than what he had gradually

learnt by a previous ufe and experience of

things [e ] : his work therefore, from the very nature

of it, muft needs be fuperficial and imperfect, and the

fketch rather than the completion of a great defign.

This we find to be actually true in his account of

Cicero's life, where befides the particular miſtakes,

that have been charged upon him by other writers, we

[e] Vid. Plutarch. in vit . Demofthen. init . & vit . Plutarchi

per Rualdum. c. 14.

a 4 ၂၉.
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fee all the marks ofhaft, inaccuracy, and want ofdue

information, from the poverty and perplexity of the

wholeperformance. He huddles over Cicero'sgreatest

alts in a fummary and negligent manner, yet dwells

upon his dreams and his jefts, whichfor thegreatest

part were probably fpurious ; and in the laft fcene of

bis life, which was of all the most glorious, when

the whole counfils of the Empire, and the fate and

liberty of Rome refled on his fhoulders, there he is

more particularly trifling and empty ; where he had

the fairest opportunity of difplaying his character to

advantage, as well as of illuftrating a curious part

of Hiftory, which has not well been explaned by any

writer; though there are the ampleft materials for

it in Cicero's Letters and Philippic Orations, of

which Plutarch appears to have made little or na

use.

APPIAN florifbed likewife in the reign ofHa-

drian [f], andcame to Rome probably about the time

of Plutarch's death, while his works were in every

body's bands ; which he had made great use of, and

feems to have copied very clofely in the most confider-

able paffages ofhis Hiſtory.

DIO CASSIUS lived till later, from the time

of the Antonines to that of Alexander Severus ; and

befides the exceptions, that lie against him in common

with the other two, is obferved to have conceived a

particular prejudice against Cicero ; whom he treats

on all occafions with the utmost malignity. The moſt

obvious cause of it feems to be, his envy to a man,

who for arts and eloquence was thought to eclipfe the

fame ofGreece ; and by explaning all the parts of

Philofophy to the Romans in their own language, had

fuperfeded infome measure the use ofthe Greek learn-

ing and lectures at Rome, to which the hungry wits

[ ] Vid. App. de Bell . civ. 1. 2. p . 481 .

of
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of thatnation owed both their credit and their bread.

Another reafon, not less probable, may be drawn

likewife from Dio's character and principles, which

were wholly oppofite to thofe of Cicero : he florished

under the moſt tyrannical of the Emperors, by whom

be was advanced to great dignity ; and being the

creature ofdefpotic power, thought it a proper com-

pliment to it, to depreciate a name, fo highly revered

for it's patriotifm ; and whofe writings tended to re-

vive that ancient zeal and ſpirit of liberty, for which

the people of Rome were once fo celebrated: for we

find him taking all occafions in his Hiftory, to prefer

en abfolute and monarchical government, to a

free and democratical one, as the most beneficial to

the Romanftate [g].

;

Thefe were the grounds ofDio's malice to Cicero,

which is exerted often fo abfurdly, that it betrays and

confutes itself. Thus in the debates of the Senate

about Antony, he dreſſes up a speech for Fufius Cale-

nus, filled with all the obfcene and brutal ribaldry

against Cicero, that a profligate mind could invent

as ifit were poffible to perfuade any man ofſenſe, that

fuch infamousftuffcould be spoken in the Senate, at a

time, when Cicero had an intire afcendant in it, who

at no time everfuffered the least infult upon his honor,

without chaffifing the aggreffor for it upon the fpot :

whereas Cicero's speeches in these very debates, which

are still extant, fhew , that though they were managed

with great warmth of oppofition, yet it was always

with decency of language between him and Calenus ;

whom while be reproves and admonishes with his

ufual freedom, yet he treats with civility, andfome-

times even with compliments [b].

[g] Vid. Dio. 1. 44. init .

[ ] Nam quod me tecum

iracunde agere dixifti folere,

non eft ita. Vehementer me

But

agere fateor; iracunde nego :

omnino irafci amicis non te-

mere foleo, ne fi merentur qui-

dem. Itaque fine verborum

contumelia
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66

But a few paffages from Dio himſelf will

evince the justice of this cenfure upon him :
" be

" calls Cicero's father, a Fuller, who yet got his

" livelihood, he fays, by dreffing other people's

" vines and olives ; that Cicero was born and

" bred amidst the fcourings of old cloaths, and the

filth of dunghills ; that he was master of no

" liberal fcience, nor ever did a fingle thing in his

" life, worthy of a great man, or an Orator :

" that be prostituted his wife ; trained up his fon in

" drunkenneſs ; committed inceft with his daughter ;

" lived in adultery with Cerellia ; whom he owns

" at the fame time to be feventy years old [i] :"

all which palpable lies, with many more of the

fame fort, that he tells of Cicero, are yet full

as credible as what he declares afterwards ofhim-

felf, that he was admonished and commanded by

a vifion from heaven, against his own will and in-

clination, to undertake the task of writing his Hi-

Story [k].

Upon thefe collections from Cicero and the

other Ancients, I finished the first draught of my

Hiftory, before I began to inquire after the modern

writers, who had treated the fame fubject before

me, either in whole or in part. I was unwilling

to look into them fooner, left they should fix anypre-

judice infenfibly upon me, before I had formed a

diftinct judgement on the real state of the facts, as

they appeared to me from their original records.

contumelia a te diffentire pof-

fum, fine animni fummo do-

lore non poffum. [Phil . 8. 5. ]

Satis multa cum Fufio, ac

fine odio omnia ; nihil fine

dolore. [ib. 6. ] Quapropter

ut invitus fæpe diffenfi a Q

Fufio, ita fum libenter af

fenfus ejus fententiæ :
ex

quo judicare debetis me non

cum homine folere, fed cum

caufa diffidere. Itaque non

affentior folum , fed etiam

gratias ago Q Fufio, &c.

Phil . xi. 6.

[ ] Vid. Dio. 1. 46. p.

295, &c.

[k] Ibid . 1. 73. p . 828 .

For
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For in writing History, as in Travels, instead of

tranfcribing the relations of thofe, who have trod-

den the fame ground before us, we should exhibit a

feries of obfervations, peculiar to ourselves ; fuch

as the facts and places fuggefted to our own minds

from an attentive furvey of them, without regard

to what any one else may have delivered about

them : and though in a production of this kind,

where the fame materials are common to all, many

things must neceffarily be faid, which had been ob-

ferved already by others ; yet if the author has any

genius, there will always be enough of what is

new, to distinguish it as an original work, and

to give him a right to call it his own, which I

flatter myself will be allowed to me in the follow-

ing Hiftory. In this inquiry after the modern

pieces, which had any connection with my argu-

ment, I got notice prefently of a greater num-

ber than I expected, which bore the title of Ci-

cero's life ; but upon running over as many ofthem

as I could readily meet with, I was cured of my

eagerness for hunting out the reft ; fince I perceived

them to be nothing else but either trifling panegy-

rics on Cicero's general character, or imperfect

abstracts ofhis principal acts, thrown together with-

in the compafs ofafew pages in duodecimo.

There are two books however, which have been

of real ufe to me, Sebaftiani Corradi Quæftura,

andM. T. Ciceronis Hiftoria a Francifco Fabricio :

the first was the work of an Italian Critic of emi-

nent learning, who spent a great part ofhis life in

explaning Cicero's writings ; but it is rather an

apology for Cicero, than the Hiftory of his life ;

it's chief end being to vindicate Cicero's character

from allthe objections, that have ever been made to

it;
and particularly from the mifreprefentations of

Plutarch, and the calumnies of Dio . The piece is

learned
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learned and ingenious, and written in good Latin ;

yet the dialogue is carried on with fo harsh and

forced an Allegory, of a Queftor or Treaſurer pro-

ducing the feveral teftimonies ofCicero's acts, under

the form of genuin money, in oppofition to the

fpurious coins of the Greek Hiftorians, that none

can read it with pleaſure, few with patience: the

obfervations however are generally just and well

grounded, except that the Author's zeal for Cicero's

bonor gets the better fometimes of his judgement,

and draws him into a defence of his conduct,

where Cicero himself has even condemned it.

FABRICIUS's Hiftory is prefixed to feveral

editions ofCicero's works, and is nothing more than

a bare detail of his acts and writings, digefted into

exact order, and diftinguished by the years ofRome

and of Cicero's life, without any explication or

comment, but what relates to the fettlement of the

time, which is the fole end of the work. But as

this is executed with diligence and accuracy, so it

has eafed me of a great share of that trouble,

which I must otherwife have had, in ranging my

materials into their proper places ; in which tak

however I have always taken care to confult also

the Annals of Pighius.

I did not forget likewife to pay a due attention to

the French Authors, whofe works happened to

coincide with any part of mine ; particularly,

the Hiftory of the two Triumvirates ; of the

Revolutions of the Roman Government ; and

of the Exil of Cicero which are all of them

ingenious and usefull ; and have given a fair ac-

count ofthe general state of the facts, which they

profefs to illuftrate. But as I had already been at

the fountain head, whence they had all drawn their

materials, fo the chiefbenefit, that I received from

them, was to make me review with stricter care

the
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the particular paffages, in which I differed from

them; as well as to remind me of fomefew things,

which I had omitted, or touched perhaps more

lightly than they deferved. But the Author of the

Exil bas treated his argument the most accurately of

them, by fupporting his story, as he goes along,

with original teftimonies from the old authors ;

which is the only way of writing Hiſtory that can

give fatisfaction, or carry conviction along with it,

by laying open the ground on which it is built ; with-

out which History affumes the air of Romance, and

makes no other impreffion, than in proportion to

our opinion of the judgement and integrity of the

Compiler.

There is a little piece alfo in our own lan-

guage, called, Obfervations on the life of Ci-

cero ; which, though it gives a very different ac-

count of Cicero, from what I have done, yet I

could not but read with pleafure, for the ele-

gance and fpirit, with which it is written by

one who appears to be animated with a warm

love of virtue. But to form our notions of a

great man, from fome flight paffages of his writ-

ings, or separate points of conduct, without

regarding their connection with the whole ,

or the figure, that they make in his general cha

racter, is like examining things in a microscope,

which were made to be furveyed in the grofs : every

mole rifes into a mountain, and the least spot into

a deformity; which vanish again into nothing,

when we contemplate them through their proper me-

dium, and in their natural light. I perfuade my-

felf therefore, that a perfon of this writer's good

fenfe and principles, when he has confidered Cicero's

whole Hiftory, will conceive a more candid opinion

of the man, who after a life spent in a perpetual

3 Struggle
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Struggle against vice, faction and tyranny, fell a Mar-

tyr at laft to the liberty ofhis country.

As I have had frequent occafion to recommend

the ufe of Cicero's Letters to Atticus, for their

giving the clearest light into the Hiftory of thofe

times ; fo I must not forget to do juftice to the

pains of one, who by an excellent tranflation and

judicious comment upon them, has made that ufe

more obvious and acceffible to all: I mean the learn-

ed Mr. Mongault ; who not content with retail-

ing the remarks of other Commentators, or out of

the rubbish of their volumes, with feletting the

beft, enters upon his task with the Spirit of a

true Critic, and by the force of his own genius, has

bappily illuftrated many paffages, which all the in-

terpreters before him had given up as inexplicable.

But fince the obfcurity of thefe Letters is now in

great meaſure removed by the labors of this gentle-

man, and especially to his own Countrymen, for

whofe particular benefit, and in whofe language he

writes; one cannot help wondering, that the Jefuits,

Catrou and Rouillè , fhould not think it worth while,

by the benefit of his pains, to have made themselves

better acquainted with them ; which, asfar as Iam

able to judge from the little part of their History,

that Ihave had the curiofity to look into, would have

preventedfeveral mistakes, which they have commit-

ted, withregard both to thefacts andperfons ofthe

Ciceronian age.

But instead of making free with other peo-

ple's mistakes, it would become me perhaps better to

befpeak fome favor for my own.
An Hiftorian,

fays Diodorus Siculus, may eaſily be pardoned

for flips of ignorance, fince all men are liable to

them, and the truth hard to be traced from paft

and remote ages : but thofe, who neglect to in-

form themſelves, and through flattery to fome,

or

3
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or hatred to others, knowingly deviate from the

truth, juftly deſerve to be cenfured. For my

part, Iam far from pretending to be exempt from

errors : all that I can fay, is, that I have commit-

ted none willfully, and used all the means, which

occurred to me, of defending myself against them:

but fince there is not afingle Hiftory, either ancient

or modern, that I have confulted on this occafion,

in which I cannot point out feveral, it would be

arrogant in me to imagine, that the fame inad-

vertency, or negligence, or want ofjudgement, may

not be difcovered alfo in mine : if any man there-

fore will admonifh me of them with candor, 1 fhall

think myself obliged to him, as a friend to my work,

for affiftingmeto make it more perfect, and confequent-

ly more usefull: for my chief motive in undertak-

ing it was, not to ferve any particular cauſe, but

to do a general good, by offering to the public the

example of a character, which of all, that I am

acquainted with in Antiquity, is the most accom-

plished with every talent, that can adorn civil life ;

and the best fraught with leffons of prudence and

duty for all Conditions of men, from the Prince to

the private Scholar.

If my pains therefore should have the effect,

which I propofe, of raifing a greater attention to

the name and writings of Cicero , and making

them better understood and more familiar to our

youth; I cannot fail of gaining my end: for the

next step to admiring is, to imitate ; and it is not

poffible to excite an affection for Cicero, without

inftilling an affection at the fame time for every

thing that is laudable : fince how much foever peo-

ple may differ in their opinion of his conduct, yet

all bave conftantly agreed in their judgement of his

works; that there are none now remaining to us

from the Heathen world, that ſo beautifully diſplay,

and
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andfo forcibly recommend all thofe generous princi

ples, that tend to exalt and perfect human nature;

the love of virtue, liberty, our country, and of all

mankind.

I cannot fupport this reflection by a better autho-

rity, than that of Erafmus ; who, having con-

tracted fome prejudices against Cicero when young,

makes a recantation of them when old, in the fol-

lowing paffage of a Letter to his friend Ulatte-

nus [1].

«

66

66

"WhenI was a boy, fays he, I was fonder

ofSeneca, than of Cicero ; and till I was twenty

' years old, could not bear to spend any time in

reading him ; while all the other writers of An-

tiquity generally pleafed me. Whether myjudge-

" ment be improved by age, I know not ; but am

"certain, that Cicero never pleafed me fo much,

" when I was fond of thofe juvenile ftudies, as

" he does now, when I am grown old ; not onely

for the divine felicity of his ftile, but the fanc-

" tity of his heart and morals : in short, he has

infpired my foul, and made me feel myself a bet-

" ter man. I make no fcruple therefore, to exhort

" our youth, to spend their hours in reading and

"getting his books by heart, rather than in the

" vexatious fquabbles and peevish controverfies

" with which the world abounds. For my own

part, though I am now in the decline of life, yet

as foon as Ihave finished what I have in hand,

" I fhall think it no reproach to me, to seek a re-

" conciliation with my Cicero, and renew an old ac-

quaintance with him, which for many years has

"been unhappily intermitted."

66

66

[] Erafm. Ep. ad Jo . Ulat. in Cic. Tufcul . Quæft.

Before
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Before I conclude this Preface it will not be im-

proper to add a short abftract, or general Idea of

the Roman government, from it's first inftitution

by Romulus, to the time of Cicero's birth ; that

thofe, who have not been converfant in the affairs of

Rome, may not come intire ftrangers to the ſubject

of the following Hiſtory.

The Conftitution of Rome is very often celebrated

by Cicero, and other writers, as the most perfect of

all governments; being happily tempered and com-

pofed of the three different forts, that are ufually

diftinguished from each other ; the Monarchical,

the Ariftocratical, and the Popular [m] . Their

King was elected by the people, as the Head of the

Republic; to be their leader in war, the guardian

of the laws in peace : the Senate was his council,

chofen alfo by the people, by whofe advice he was

obliged to govern himself in all his meafures : but

the fovereinty was lodged in the body of the Citi-

zens, or the general fociety ; whofe prerogative it

was, to enact laws, create Magiftrates, declare

war [n] ; and to receive appeals in all cafes, both

from the King and the Senate. Some writers have

denied this right of an Appeal to the people : but

Cicero exprefsly mentions it among the Regal confti-

tutions, as old as the foundation of the City [0] ;

which he bad demonftrated more at large in bis

[m] Statuo effe optime

conftitutam Rempub. quæ ex

tribus generibus illis, regali,

optimo, & populari, contufa

modice-Fragm. de Rep. 2.

Cum in illis de Repub. li-

bris perfuadere videatur A-

fricanus, omnium Rerum

publicarum noftram veterem

illam fuiffe optimam.

VOL. I.

De

Legib. 2. 10. Polyb. 1. 6. p.

460. Dion . Hal. 1. 2. 82.

[n] Dion. Hal. 1. 1. 87.

[o] Nam cum a primo

Urbis ortu, regiis inftitutis,

partim etiam legibus, aufpi-

cia, cæremoniæ, comitia,

provocationes divinitus ef-

fent inftituta Tufc. Quæft.

4. 1.

b

St

Treatife
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Treatife on the Republic ; whence Seneca has

quoted apaffage in confirmation ofit ; and intimates,

that the fame right was declared likewife in the

Pontifical books [p] . Valerius Maximus gives us

an inftance of it, which is confirmed alfo by Livy,

that Horatius being condemned to die by King

Tullus, for killing his fifter, was acquitted upon

his appeal to the people [9].

This was the original conftitution of Rome, e-

ven under their Kings : for in the foundation of a

ftate, where there was no force to compel, it was

neceffary to invite men into it by all proper encou-

ragements ; and none could be fo effectual, as the

aurance ofliberty, and the privilege of making

their own laws [r]. But the Kings, by gradual

encroachments, having ufurped the whole admini-

ftration to themselves, and by the violence of their

government, being grown intolerable to a City,

trained to liberty and arms, were finally expelled by

ageneral infurrection of the Senate and the People.

This was the ground of that invincible fierceness,

and love of their country in the old Romans, by

which they conquered the world: for the fuperio-

-

[P] Cum Ciceronis libros

de Repub. prehendit — no-

tat, Provocationem ad popu-

lum etiam a regibus fuifle.

Id ita in Pontificalibus libris

aliqui putant & Fenettella.

Senec. Ep. 108 .

[9] M. Horatius inter-

fecta fororis crimine a Tullo

Rege damnatus, ad populum

provocato judicio abfolutus

eft. Val. Max. 1. 8. 1. vid.

Liv. 1. 26.

[r] Romulus feems to

have borrowed the plan of

his new ftate from the old

•

government of Athens, as it

was inftituted by Thefeus ;

who prevailed with the dif-

perfed tribes and families of

Attica to form themſelves

into one City, and live with-

in the fame walls, under a

free and popular govern-

ment ; diftributing it's rights

and honors promifcuouſly to

them all ; and referving no

other prerogative to himſelf,

but to be their Captain in

war, and the Guardian of

their laws, &c. vid . Plutarch.

in Thefeo. p. xi.

rity
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rity of their civil rights, naturally inspired a fupe-

rior virtue and courage to defend them ; and made

them ofcourse the braveft, as long as they continued

the freeft , of all nations.

By this revolution of the Government, their old

conftitution was not fo much changed, as restored to

it's primitive ftate : for though the name of King

was abolished, yet the power was retained; with

this onely difference, that instead of a single perfon

chofen for life, there were two chofen annually,

whom they called Confuls ; invefted with all the

prerogatives and enfigns of Royalty, and prefiding

in the fame manner in all the affairs of the Repub-

lic [s] : when to convince the Citizens, that no-

thing was fought by the change, but to fecure their

common liberty; and to establish their fovereinty

again on a more folid bafis ; one of the first Confuls,

P. Valerius Poplicola, confirmed by a new law,

their fundamental right of an appeal to them in

all cafes ; and by a fecond law, made it capitalfor

any man, to exercife a Magiftracy in Rome, with-

out their special appointment [ r ] : and as a public

acknowledgement of their fupreme authority, the

fame Conful never appeared in any aſſembly of the

people, without bowing his fafces or maces to

them ; which was afterwards the conftant practice

of all fucceding Confuls [u] . Thus the Republic

reaped all the benefit of a Kingly Government, with-

out the danger of it ; fince the Confuls, whofe reign

[ ] Sed quoniam regale

civitatis genus , probatum

quondam, non tam regni,

quam regis vitiis repudiatum

eft ; nomen tamen videbitur

regis repudiatum, res mane-

bit, fi unus omnibus reliquis

Magiftratibus imperabit. De

Legib. 3. 7.

[t] Dionyf. Hal. 1. 5. 292.

[u] Vocato ad concilium

populo, fummiffis fafcibus in

concionem afcendit.

2.7.

b 2

Liv.

was
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was but annual and accountable, could have no op-

portunity ofinvading it's liberty, and erecting them-

felves into Tyrants.

By the expulfion of the Kings, the City was di-

vided into two great parties, the Ariftocratical

and the Popular ; or the Senate and the Plebei-

ans [x] ; naturally jealous of each other's power,

and defirous to extend their own: but the Nobles or

Patricians, of whom the Senate was compofed,

were the most immediate gainers by the change, and

with the Confuls at their bead, being now the first

movers and adminiftrators of all the deliberations

of the ftate, had a great advantage over the peo-

ple ; and within the compass of fixteen years be-

came fo infolent and oppreffive, as to drive the body

of the Plebeians to that feceffion into the facred

Mount, whence they would not confent to return,

till they had extorted a right of creating a new or-

der of Magiftrates, of their own body, called Tri-

buns, invested with full powers to protect them

from all injuries, and whofe perfons were to be fa-

cred and inviolable [y] .

The Plebeian party had now got a head exact-

ly fuited to their purpose ; fubject to no controul ;

whofe bufinefs it was to fight their battles with the

Nobility , to watch over the liberties of the Citi-

zens ; and to diftinguish themselves in their annual

office, by a zeal for the popular intereft, in oppo-

fition to the Aristocratical : who, from their first

number five, being encreafed afterwards to ten, ne-

[x] Duo genera femper

in hac civitate fuerunt,-

ex quibus alteri fe populares,

alteri optimates & haberi &

effe voluerunt. Qui ea, quæ

facicbant, quæque dicebant,

jucunda multitudini effe vo-

lebant, populares ; qui au-

tem ita fe gerebant, ut fua

confilia optimo cuique pro-

barent optimates habebantur.

Pro Sext. 45.

[ ] Dion. Hal. 6. 410 .

ver
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ver left teizing the Senate with freſh demands, till

they had laid open to the Plebeian families, a pro-

mifcuous right to all the Magiftracies of the Re-

public, and by that means a free admiffion into the

Senate.

Thus far they were certainly in the right, and

acted like true Patriots ; and after manyſharp con-

tefts had now brought thegovernment ofRome to it's

perfect ftate; when it's honors were no longer con

fined to particular families, but propofed equally and

indifferently to every Citizen ; who by bis virtue and

Services, either in war or peace, could recommend

bimfelf to the notice and favor of his Countrymen:

while the true balance and temperament ofpower be-

tween the Senate and People, which was generally ob-

ferved in regular times, and which the boneft wished

to eftablish in all times, was that the Senate fhould

be the Authors and Advifers of all the public counfils,

but the peoplegive them theirfanction and legalforce,

The Tribuns bowever would not stop bere ; nor

were content with fecuring the rights of the Com-

mons, without deftroying thofe of the Senate ; and

as oft as they were diſappointed in their private

views, and obftructed in the course of their ambi-

tion, uſed to recur always to the populace ; whom

they could easily inflame to what degree they thought

fit, by the propofal of factious laws for dividing

the public lands to the poorer Citizens ; or by

the free diſtribution of corn ; or the abolition of

all debts ; which are all contrary to the quiet, and

difcipline, and public faith offocieties. This abufe

of the Tribunicianpower was carried to it'sgreatest

beigth bythe two Gracchi, who left nothing unat-

tempted, that could mortify the Senate, or gratify

the People [z] ; till by their agrarian laws, and

[x] Nihil immotum, nihil

tranquillum, nihil quictum

denique in eodem ftatu relin-

quebat, &c . Vell. P. 2. 6.

other
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otherfeditious acts, which were greedily received by

the City, they had in great meaſure overturned that

equilibrium ofpower in the Republic, on which it's

peace and profperity depended.

But the violent deaths of these two Tribuns, and

of their principal adherents, put an end to their fe-

dition ; and was the first civil blood, that was fpilt

in the streets ofRome, in any of their public dif-

fenfions ; which till this time had always been com-

pofed by the methods of patience and mutual con-

ceffions. It must feemstrange to observe, how theſe

two illuftrious Brothers, who, of all men, were

the dearest to the Roman people, yet upon the first

refort to arms, were feverally deferted by the mul

titude, in the very heigth of their authority, and

fuffered to be cruelly massacred in the face of the

whole City: whichfhews, what little firefs is to be

laid on the affiftance of the populace, when the dif

pute comes to blows ; and that fedition, though it

may oftenshake, yet will never deſtroy a free state,

while it continues unarmed, and unfupported by a

military force. But this vigorous conduct of the

Senate, though it feemed neceffary to the prefent

quiet of the City, yet foon after proved fatal to it ;

as it taught all the ambitious, bya moſt fenfible ex-

periment, that there was no way of Supporting an

ufurped authority, but by force : fo that from this

time, as wefallfind in thefollowingstory, all thofe,

who afpired to extraordinary powers, and a do-

minion in the Republic, feldom troubled themſelves

with what the Senate or people were voting at

Rome, but came attended by armies to enforce their

pretenfions, which were always decided by the longest

fword.

The popularity of the Gracchi was grounded on

the real affections of the people, gained by many

extraordinary privileges, and fubftantial benefits

conferred
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conferred uponthem : but when force was found ne-

ceffary to controul the authority of the Senate, and

to fupport that intereft, which was falfely called

popular instead of courting the multitude by real

fervices and beneficial laws, it was found a much

Shorter way, to corrupt them by money ; a method

wholly unknown in the times of the Gracchi ; by

which the men of power had always a number of

mercenaries at their devotion, ready to fill the Fo-

rum at any warning ; who by clamor and violence

carried all before them in the public affemblies, and

came prepared to ratify whatever was propoſed

to them [a ] : this kept up the form of a legalpro-

ceding; while by the terror ofarms, and afuperior

force, the Great could easilyfupport, and carry into

execution, whatever votes they had once procured in

their favor by faltion and bribery.

After the death of the younger Gracchus, the

Senate was perpetually laboring to refcind, or to

moderate thelaws, that he had enacted to their pre-

judice ; efpecially one, that affected them the most

fenfibly, by taking from them the right of judica-

ture; which they had exercifed from the founda-

tion of Rome, and transferring it to the Knights.

This act however was equitable ; for as the Senators

poffefed all the Magiftracies and Governments of

the Empire, fo they were the men, whofe oppreffions

were the moft feverelyfelt, and most frequently com-

plained of; yet while thejudgement of all-causes con-

[a] Itaque homines fediti-

of ac turbulenti-conductas

habent conciones. Neque id

agunt, ut ea dicant & ferant,

quæ illi velint audire, qui in

concione funt : fed pretio ac

mercede perficiunt, ut, quic-

quid dicant, id illi velle au-

I

dire videantur. Num vos ex-

iftimatis, Gracchos, aut Sa-

turninum, aut quenquam il-

lorum veterum, qui popu-

lares habebantur, ullum un-

quam in concione habuiffe

conductum ? Nemo habuit.

Pro Sext. 49.

tinued
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1

tinued in their bands, it was their common practice,

to favor and abfolve one another in their turns, to

the general fcandal and injury both of the fubjects

and allies ; of which fome late and notorious in-

ftances hadgiven a plaufible pretext for Gracchus's

law. But the Senate could not bear with patience,

to be fubjected to the tribunal ofan inferior order ;

which had always been jealous of their power, and

was fure to be fevere upon their crimes : fo that,

after many fruitless struggles to get this law re-

pealed, 2. Servilius Cæpio, who was Conful about

twenty five years after, procured at laſt a mitigation

of it, by adding a certain number of Senators to

the three centuries of the Knights or Equeftrian

Judges with which the Senate was fo highly

pleafed, that they bonored this Conful with the title

of their Patron [ b]. Cæpio's law was warmly

recommended by L. Craffus, the most celebrated Ora-

tor of that age, who in afpeech upon it to the peo-

ple, defended the authority ofthe Senate with allthe

force of bis eloquence : in whichstate of things, and

in this very year of Capio's Confulfhip, Cicero was

born: and as Craffus's oration was published, and

much admired, when he was a boy, fo he took it, as

be afterwards tells us, for the pattern both of his

eloquence, and his politics [c].

[b] Is-confulatus decore,

maximi pontificatus facerdo-

tio, ut Senatus patronus di-

ceretur, affecutus. Val. M.

6. 9.

[c] Suafit Serviliam legem

Craffus-fed hæc Craffi cum

edita eft oratio quatuor &

triginta tum habebat annos,

totidemque annis mihi ætate

præftabat . Iis enim Confu-

libus eam legem fuafit, qui-

bus nos nati fumus. [Brut. p.

274.3 Mihi quidem a pue-

ritia, quafi magiftra fuit illa

in legem Cæpionis oratio :

in qua & auctoritas ornatur

Senatus, pro quo ordine illa

dicuntur- ib. 278.

THE
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SECT. I.

C. ATILIUS

ARCUS TULLIUS CICERO was born Coff.

on the third of January [a], in the Q. SERVILI

fix-hundred-forty-feventh year of us COEPIO,

Rome, about a hundred and feven SERRANUS.

years before CHRIST [b]. His birth, if we be-

lieve Plutarch, was attended byprodigies, foretell- 67

ing the future eminence and luftre of his character,

which might have paffed, he fays, for idle dreams,

bad not the event foon confirmed the truth of the

prediction: but fince we have no hint of theſe pro-

digies from Cicero himſelf, or any author ofthat

[a] 111 Nonas Jan. natali

meo. Ep. adAtt . 7. 5. it . 13 .

42.

[6] This computation fol-

lows the common Era of

Chrift'sbirth, which is placed

VOL. I.

three years later than it ought

to be. Pompey the Great

was born alfo in the fame

year on the laft of Septem-

ber. Vid . Pigh. Ann. Plin .

37. 2.

B
age,
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age, we maycharge them to the credulity, or the

invention of a writer, who loves to raiſe the fo-

lemnity of his ſtory by the introduction offome-

thing miraculous.

His mother was called Helvia; a name, men-

tioned in history and old inſcriptions amongthe

honorable families of Rome. She was rich, and

well defcended, and had a fifter married to a Ro-

max Knight of diftinguiſhed merit, C. Aculeo, an

intimate friend of the Orator, L. Craffus, and

celebrated for a fingular knowledge ofthe Law;

inwhich his fons likewife, ourCicero's coufin-ger-

mans, were afterwards very eminent [c]. It is

remarkable, that Cicero never once fpeaks of his

motherinany part ofhiswritings ; but his younger

brother Quintus has left a little ſtory ofher, which

feems to intimate hergood managementand houſe-

wifery; how he used to feal all her wine-caſks, the

emptyas well as the full, that when any ofthem were

found empty and unfealed, he might know them to

have been emptied by Stealth ; it being the moſt

ufual theft among the Slaves of great families, to

fteal their maſter's wine out of the veffels [d].

As to his father's family, nothing was delivered

ofit, but in extremes [e ] : which is not to bewon-

dered at, in the hiftory of a man, whofe life was

fo expoſed to envy, as Cicero's, and who fell a

victim at laſt to the power of his enemies. Some

derive his deſcent from Kings, others from mecha-

mics [f]; but the truth lay between both ; for

his family, tho' it had neverborn any ofthe great

[c] DeOrat. 1. 43. 2. 1 .

[d] Sicut olim matrem me-

amfacere memini, quæ lage-

nas etiam inanes obfignabat,

ne dicerentur inanes aliquæ

fuiffe, que furtim effent ex-

ficcatæ. Ep. fam. 16. 26.

poffet qui ignofcere

fervis,

Et figno læfo non infanire

lagenæ. Hor.

[e] See Plutarch's life of

Cicero.

[f] Regia progenies &

Tullo fanguis ab alto. Sil.

Ital.

offices
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offices ofthe Republic, was yetvery ancient andbo-

norable [g] ; of principal diftinction and nobility

in that part of Italy, in which it refided ; and of

Equestrian rank [b], from it's firft admiffion to

the freedom of Rome.

SOME have infinuated, that Cicero affected to ,

faybut little of the fplendor of his family, forthe

fake of being confidered as the founder of it ; and

chofe to fupprefs the notion ofhis Regalextraction,

for the averfion that the people of Rome had to

the name of King; with which however he was

fometimes reproached by his enemies [1] . But

thoſe ſpeculations arewholly imaginary : for as oft

asthere was occafion to mention the characterand

condition of his Anceſtors, he ſpeaks of them al-

ways with great franknefs, declaring them to have

[g] Hinc enini orti ftirpe

antiquiffima : hic facta, hic

genus, hic majorum multa ve-

ftigia . De Leg. 2. 1 , 2,

[b] The Equeftrian digni-

ty, or that Order of the Ro-

man people, which we com-

monly call Knights, had no

thing in it analogous or fimi-

lar to any order of modern

Knighthood, but depended

entirely upon a cenfus, or va-

luation oftheir eftates, which

was uſually made every five

years bythe Cenfors, in their

Luftrum, orgeneral review of

the whole people : when all

thoſe Citizens, whofe intire

fortunes amounted to the

value of four hundred Sefter-

tia, that is of 32291. of our

money,wereenroll'd ofcourſe

in the liftofEquites orKnights

who were confidered , as a

middle order between the Se-

nators, and the common peo-

ple, yet without any other

diftinction, than the privilege

ofwearing agoldring, which

was thepeculiarbadgeoftheir

order. [ Liv. 23. 12. Plin.

Hift . 33. 1. ] The cenfus, or el-

tate neceffary to aSenator,was

double to that of a Knight :

and ifever they reduced their

fortunes below that Standard,

they forfeited their rank, and

were ſtruck out of the roll of

their order bythe Cenfors.

Si quadringentisfexſeptem

millia defunt.

Plebs eris

Hor. Ep. 1. 1. 57.

The Order of Knights there-

fore included in it the whole

Provincial Nobility and Gen-

tryofthe Empire, which had

not yet obtained the honor of

the Senate.

[i] Vid. Sebaft. Corrad.

Quæitura, p. 43, 44.

B 2 been
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been content withtheir paternalfortunes, and the pri-

vate honors oftheir own City, without the ambition

of appearing on the publick stage of Rome. Thus

in a ſpeech to the people upon his advancement

to the Confulfhip ; I have no pretence, fays he, to

enlarge before you, upon the praises ofmy Ancestors ;

not, butthat they were allfuch as myself, who am de-

fcendedfromtheir blood, andtrainedbytheirdifcipline;

but because theylived without this applaufe ofpopular

fame, and the fplendor of thefe honors, which you

confer [k] . It is on this account therefore, that

we find him fo often called a New man ; not that

his Family was new or ignoble, but becauſe he

was the firſt of it, who ever fought and obtained

the public Magiftracies of the State.

THE place of his birth was Arpinum ; a City

anciently ofthe Samnites, nowpart of theKing-

dom of Naples ; which, upon it's fubmiffion to

Rome, acquired the freedom of the City, and was

inferted into the Cornelian Tribe. It had the honor

alfo of producing the Great C. Marius ; which

gave occafion to Pompey to fay in a publick

fpeech, That Rome was indebted to this Corporation

for two Citizens, who had, each in his turn, pre-

Served it from ruin [1]. It may justly therefore

claim a place in the memory of pofterity, for

giving life to fuch worthies, who exemplified

the character, which Pliny gives of true glory,

by doing what deferved to be written, and writing

what deferved to be read ; and making the world

the happier and the better for their having lived

in it [m].

THE territory ofArpinum was rude and moun-

tainous, to which Cicero applies Homer's de-

fcription of Ithaca ;

[k] De lege Agrar. con.

Rull. ad Quirites . 1 .

[/] De Legib. 2. 3. Val..

Maxim. 2. 2.

[m ] Plin. Ep.

τροχει
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τρηχεῖ ἀλλ' ἀγαθὴ κεροτρόφος, & c.

'Tis roughindeed, yet breeds agenerous race [n] .

The family feat was about three miles from the

Town, in a fituation extremely pleaſant, and well

adapted to the nature of the climate. It was fur-

roundedwithgroves and fhadywalks, leadingfrom

the houſe to a river, called Fibrenus ; which was

divided into two equal streams, by a little Ifland,

covered withtrees and a portico, contrived both for

ſtudy and exerciſe, whither Cicero ufed to retire,

when he had any particular work upon his hands,

The clearness and rapidity of theftream, murmuring

thro' a rocky channel ; the fhade and verdure of it's

banks, planted with tall poplars ; the remarkable

coldness ofthe water ; andabove all, it'sfalling by a

cafcade into the nobler river Liris, a little below the

Iland, gives us the idea of a most beautiful ſcene, as

Cicero himſelf has defcribed it. When Atticus

firſt ſaw it, he was charmed with it, and wondered

that Cicero did not prefer it to all his other houses ;

declaring a contempt of the labored magnificence,

marblepavements, artificial canals, andforcedstreams

of the celebrated Villa's of Italy, compared with the

natural beauties of this place [o] . The houſe, as

Cicero fays, was but fmall andhumble in his Grand-

father's time, according to the ancient frugality, like

the Sabine farm ofold Curius ; till his father beauti-

fied and enlarged it into a handfom andſpacious ba-

bitation.

BUT there cannot be a better proof ofthe de-

lightfulness ofthe place, than that it is now pof-

feffed bya Convent of Monks, and called the Villa

of St. Dominic [p]. Strange revolution ! to fee

B 3 Cicero's

[z] Ad Att. 2.xi. Odyff.

9.27.

[o] De Legib. 2. 1 , 2, 3.

[P] Appreffo la Villa di S.

Dome-
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Cicero's portico's converted to Monkish cloisters! the

feat ofthe moſt refined reaſon, wit, and learning,

to a nurſery of fuperftition, bigottry, and enthu-

fiafm ! What a pleaſure muſt it give to theſe Do-

minican Inquifitors, to trample on the ruins of a

man, whoſe writings, by fpreading the light of

reafon and liberty through the world, have been

one great inftrument of obstructing their unwea-

ried pains to enflave it.

CICERO, being the first-born of the family,

received, as ufual, the name of his Father, and

Grandfather, Marcus. This name was properly

perfonal, equivalent to that of Baptifm with us,

and impofedwithceremonies fomewhat analogous

to it, on the ninth day, called the luftrical, or day

ofpurification [q] ; when the child was carried to

the Temple, by the friends and relations of the

family, and before the altars of the Gods, recom-

mended tothe protection offome tutelar Deity.

TULLIUS was the name of the family ; which

in old language fignified flowing ftreams, or ducts

of water, and was derived therefore probablyfrom

their ancient fituation, at the confluence of the

two rivers [r].

THEthirdnamewasgenerally added onaccount

offome memorable action, quality, or accident,

which diftinguiſhed the Founder, or chief perfon

ofthe family. Plutarch fays, that thefurname of

Cicero was owing to a wart or excrefcence on the

nofe of one ofbis Anceſtors, in the fhape ofa vetch,

Domenico ; hora cofi nomi-

nato questo luogo, ove nac-

que Cicerone, come dice Pie-

tro Marfo, laquale Villa è dif-

cofta da Arpino da tremiglia.

Vid. Leand. Alberti difcrit-

tione d'Italia, p. 267.

[9] Eft Nundina Romano-

rum Dea, a nono nafcentium

die nuncupata, qui luftricus

dicitur ; eft autem dies luftri-

cus, quo infantes luftrantur &

nomen accipiunt. Macrob.

Sat. 1. 16.

[r] Pompeius Feftus in vo-

ce Tullius.

which
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which the Romans calledCicer [s] : but Pliny tells

us more credibly, that all thafe names, which bad a

reference to anyspecies ofgrain, asthe Fabii, Len-

tuli, &c. were acquired by a reputation ofbeing the

beſt buſbandmen or improvers of that fpecies [1].

AsTullius therefore, the family-name, wasderived

from thefituation ofthefarm, ſo Cicero, the fur-

name, from the culture of it by vetches. This,

Ifay, is the moft probable, becauſe Agriculture

was held the moſt liberal employment in old

Rome, and thofe Tribes, which refided on their

farmsinthecountry, the moſt honorable ; and this

very grain, from which Cicero drew his name,

was, in all ages ofthe Republic, in great requeft

with the meaner people ; being one of the ufual

largeffes bestowed upon them bytherich, and fold

every where in the Theatres and Streets ready

parched or boiled for prefent ufe [*].

CICERO'sGrandfather was living at the time of

his birth, and from the few hints, which are left

ofhim, feems to have been a man ofbuſineſs and

intereſt in his country [x] . He was at the head

ofa partyinArpinum, in oppofition to a buſy tur-

bulent man, M. Gratidius, whofe fifter he had

married, who was pushingforward a popular law,

to oblige the Town to tranfact all their affairs by

ballot. The caufe was brought before the Conful

[] This has given rise to

ablunder of fome Sculptors,

who, in the Bufts of Cicero,

haveformed the refemblance

of this vetch on his noſe ;

not reflecting, that it was

the name onely, and not the

vetch itſelf, which was tranf-

mitted to him by his Ance-

ftors.

B 4

[ ] Hift. Nat. 18. 3. 1 .

[ ] In cicere atque faba,

bona tuperdafq; lupinis,

Latus ut in Circo fpatiere

& æneus ut ftes .

Hor. Sat. 1. 2. 3. 182.

Nec fiquid fricti ciceris

probat & nucis emtor.

Art. poet, 249.

[*] De Legib. 2. 3.

Scaurus
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Scaurus ; in which old Cicero behaved himſelf fo

well, that the Conful paidhim the complimentto

with, that a man ofhis ſpirit and virtue would come

and act with them in the great Theatre of the Re-

public, andnot confine his talents to the narrowſphere

of his own Corporation [ y]. There is a faying

likewife recorded of this old Gentleman, that the

menofthofetimes were like the Syrianflaves ; the more

Greek theyknew, the greater knaves they were [z] :

which carries with it the notion of an old Pa-

triot, fevere on the importation of foreign arts,

as deftructive of the difcipline and manners of his

country. ThisGrandfather had two fons ; Marcus

the elder, the father of our Cicero ; and Lucius, a

particular friend of the celebrated Orator M. An-

tonius, whom he accompanied to his government

of Cilicia [a] ; and who left a fon of the fame

name, frequently mentioned by Cicero withgreat

affection, as a youth of excellent virtue and ac-

complishments [6].

His father Marcus alfo was a wife and learned

man, whoſe merit recommended him to the fami-

[y]Acnoftroquidemhuic,

cum res effet adfe delata,Con-

ful Scaurus, utinam, inquit,

M. Cicero, ifto animo atque

virtute, in fumma Repub.

nobifcum verfari, quam in

municipali voluiffes ! Ibid.

3. 16.

[x] Noftros homines fimi-

les effe Syrorum venalium ;

ut quifque optime græce fci-

ret, ita effe nequiffimum. De

Orat. 2. 66.

N. B. A great part ofthe

Slaves inRome were Syrians ;

for the Pirates of Cilicia,

who uſed to infeft the coafts

of Syria, carried all their

Captives to the Market of

Delos, and fold them there

to the Greeks, thro' whoſe

hands they ufually paffed to

Rome : thofe Slaves there-

fore, who had lived the long-

eft with their Grecian mai-

ters, and confequently talked

Greekthe best, were the most

practifed in all the little tricks

and craft that fervitude natu-

rally teaches ; which old Ci-

cero, like Cato the Cenfor,

imputed to the arts and man-

ners of Greece itſelf. Vid .

Adr. Turneb . in jocos Cice-

ron .

[a] De Orat. 2. 1 ..

[6] De Finib. 5. 1. ad

Att. 1. 5.

liarity
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larity of the principal Magiftrates of the Re-

public, efpecially Cato, L. Craffus, and L. Cæ-

far [c]; but being of an infirm and tender conftitu-

tion, he spent his life chiefly at Arpinum, in an ele-

gant retreat andthestudy of polite letters [d].

BUT his chief employment, from the time of

his having Sons, was to give them the beſt educa-

tion, whichRome could afford, in hopes to excite

in them an ambition of breaking thro' the indo-

lence ofthe family, and afpiring to the honors of

the State. They were bred up with theirCoufins,

the young Aculeo's, in a method approved anddirected

by L. Craffus ; a man of the firſt dignity, as well as

the first eloquence in Rome, and by thofe very

mafters, whom Craffus himselfmade use of[ e] . The

Romans were of all people the moft careful and

exact in the education of their children : their

attention to it began from the moment of their

birth ; whenthey committed them to the care of

fome prudent matron of reputable character and

condition, whofe bufinefs it was to form their firſt

habits of acting and fpeaking ; to watch their

growing paffions, and direct them to their pro-

per objects ; to fuperintend their ſports, and ſuf-

fer nothing immodeft or indecent to enter into

them ; that the mind preſerved in it's innocence,

nor depraved by a taft of falfe pleaſure, might

be at liberty to purfue whatever was laudable,

and apply it's whole ftrength to that profeffion,

in which it defired to excell [f].

[ ] Ep. fam. 15. 4. de O.

rat. 2. I.

[d] Qui cum effet infirma

valetudine, hic fere ætatem

egit in literis . De Legib . 2. 1.

[e] Cumque nos cum con-

fobrinis noftris, Aculeonis

filiis, & ea difceremus, quæ

IT

Craffo placerent, & ab iis

doctoribus, quibus ille utere-

tur, erudiremur. De Orat.

2. I.

[f]Eligebaturautem aliqua

major natu propinqua, cujus

probatis, fpectatifque mori-

bus, omnis cujufpiam familiæ

foboles
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Itwas the opinion of fome ofthe old Mafters,

that Children fhould not be inftructed in letters, till

they were fevenyears old; but the beft judges ad-

vifed,that no time of culture bould be loft, and that

their literary inftruction fhouldkeeppace with their

moral; that three years onelyſhould be allowed to the

nurfes, and when they first began to speak, that they

fbould begin alfo to learn [g]. It was reckoned a

matterlikewife ofgreat importance, what kind of

language they were firft accuftomed to hear at home,

andin what manner not onely their nurſes, but their

fathers andevenmothers fpake ; fince their firft ha-

bits werethen neceffarily formed, either ofa pure

or corrupt elocution : thus the two Gracchi were

thought to owe that elegance of fpeaking, for

which they were famous, to the inftitutionoftheir

motber Cornelia; a woman of great politenefs,

whofe epiftles were read and admired long after ber

deathfor the purity of their language [b].

THIS probably was a part of that domeftic difei-

pline, inwhich Cicero was trained, and ofwhich he

often fpeaks: but as foon as he was capable ofa

more enlarged and liberal inſtitution, his father

brought him to Rome, where he had a houfe of

his own [i], and placed him in a public ſchool, un-

der an eminent Greek mafter, whichwas thought

the beſt wayofeducatingone, who was defigned

to appear on the public ftage, and who, as Quin-

tilian obferves, ought to befo bred, as not tofearthe

foboles committeretur, &c.

quæ difciplina & feveritas eo

pertinebat, ut fincera & inte-

gra & nullis pravitatibus de-

torta uniufcujufque natura,

toto ftatim pectore arriperet

artes honeftas, &c. Tacit.

Dial. de Oratorib. 28.

Quintil. 1. 1 .

319. edit. Sebaft . Corradi.

[i] This is a farther proof

of the wealth and florifhing

condition ofhis family; fince

the rent ofa moderate houſe

in Rome, in a reputable part

of the City, fit for one of

Equeftrian rank, was about

two hundred pounds Sterling

[8 ] Ibid . it. in Brut . p. per ann.

fight
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fight ofmen fince that can never be rightly learnt in

folitude, which is to be produced before crowds [k].

Here he gave the firft fpecimen of thoſe ſhining

abilities which rendered him afterwards fo illu-

ftrious ; and his fchool-fellows carried home fuch

ftories of his extraordinary parts and quickness

in learning, that their parents were often induced

to vifit the fchool, for the fake of ſeeing a Youth

offuchfurprizing talents [1].

ABOUT this time a celebrated Rhetorician,

Plotius, firft fet up a Latin ſchool of eloquence in

Rome, and had a great refort to him [m]: Young

Cicero was very defirous to be his fcholar, but

was over-ruled in it by the advice of the learned,

who thought the Greek mafters more ufeful in

forming himtothe Bar, for which he was defign-

ed. This method of beginning with Greek is ap-

proved by Quintilian ; becauſe the Latin would

come ofitfelf, and itſeemed moſt natural to beginfrom

the fountain, whence all the Roman learning was de-

rived: yet the rule, he ſays, must be practifed with

fome restriction, nor the ufe ofaforeign languagepufb-

ed fo far, to the neglect ofthe native, as to acquire

with it aforeign accent and viciouspronunciation[n].

CICERO's Father, encouraged by the promifing

genius of hisSon, fpared no coft nor pains to im-

prove it bythe help of the ableſt Maſters, and

amongthe other inftructors of his early Youth,

put him under the care of the Poet Archias, who

came to Rome with a high reputation for learn-

ingandpoetry,whenCicero was aboutfiveyearsold,

and lived in the family ofLucullus [ o] : for it was

the cuſtom of the great in thofe days to enter-

[k] L. 1. 2.

[7] Plutarch in his life.

[m] Sueton. de claris Rhe-

toribus, c. 2.

[n ] L. 1. 1 .

[o] Pro Archia. I , 3.

tain
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tain in their houſes the principal Scholars and Phi-

lofophers of Greece, with a liberty ofopening a

School, and teaching, together with their own

children, any of the other young nobility and

gentry of Rome. Under this Mafter, Cicero

applied himſelf chiefly to poetry, to which he

was naturally addicted, and made fuch a proficien-

cy in it, that while he was ftill a boy, he com-

pofed and publiſhed a Poem, called Glaucus Pon-

tius, which was extant in Plutarch's time [p].

AFTER finiſhing the courſe of theſe puerile ſtu-

dies, it was the cuftom to change the habit of the

boy, forthat ofthe man, and take what they called

the manlygown, or the ordinary robe ofthe Citi-

zens : this wasan occafion ofgreatjoy totheYoung

men; who by this change paffed into a ſtate of

greater liberty andenlargement from thepowerof

their Tutors [9]. They were introduced at the

fame timeintotheForum, or the great ſquare ofthe

City, where the Affemblies of the people were

held, andthe Magiftrates uſed to harangue to them

from the Roftra, and where all the public pleadings

and judicial procedings were ufually tranfacted :

this therefore was the grand School of bufinefs and

eloquence ; the fcene, on which all the affairs of

theEmpire were determined, andwhere the foun-

dation of their hopes and fortunes were to be laid :

fo that they were introduced into it with much fo-

lemnity, attended by all the friends and depend-

[ ] Plutarch, This

Glaucus was a fisherman of

Anthedon in Boeotia ; who,

upon eating a certain herb,

jumped into the Sea, and be-

came a Sea-God : the place

was ever after called Glau-

cus's leap ; where there was

an Oracle ofthe God, ingreat

vogue with all Seamen ; and

the ftory furniſhed the argu-

ment to one of Æfchylus's

Tragedies. Paufan . Boot.

C. 22.

[q] Cum primum pavido

cuitos mihi purpura ceflit .

Perf. Sat. 5. 30.

ents
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ents of the family, and after divine rites per-

formed in the Capitol, were committed to the

fpecial protection of fome eminent Senator, dif-

tinguiſhed for his eloquence or knowledge of

the laws, to be inftructed by his advice in the

management of civil affairs, and to form them-

felves by his example for uſeful members and

Magiftrates of the Republic.

WRITERS are divided about the precife time

of changing the puerile for the manlygown : what

feems the moſt probable, is, that in the old Re-

public it was never done till the end of theſeven-

teenth year ; but when the ancient difcipline be-

gan to relax, Parents, out of indulgence to their

children, advanced this æra of joy one year ear-

lier, and gave them the gown at fixteen, which

was the cuftom in Cicero's time. Under the

Emperors, it was granted at pleaſure, and at any

age, to the great or their own relations ; for

Nero received it from Claudius, when hejust enter-

ed into his fourteenthyear, which, as Tacitus fays,

was given before the regular ſeaſon [r].

CICERO, being thus introduced into the Fo-

rum, was placed under the care of Q. Mucius

Scævola the Augur, the principal Lawyer as well

as Stateſman of that age ; who had paſſed thro'

all the offices of the Republic, with a fingular

reputation of integrity, and was now extremely

old : Cicero neverſtirredfrom his fide, but carefully

treaſured up in his memory all the remarkable fay-

ings, which droptfrom him, as fo many leffons of

prudencefor his future conduct [s] ; and after his

death applied himſelf to another of the fame

family, Scavola the High-prieft, a perfon of equal

[r] Ann. 12. 41. Vid.

Norris Cenotaph. Pifan .

Differ. 2. c. 4. it. Sueton.

2

Auguft. 8. & Notas Pitifci .

[ ] De Amicit. 1..

character
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character for probityand ſkill in the law; who, tho'

be did not profefs to teach, yetfreelygave his advice

to all the youngstudents, who confulted him [ t].

UNDER theſe mafters he acquired a complete

knowledge of the laws of his country ; a foun-

dation ufefull to all who defign to enter into

public affairs ; and thought to be of fuch confe-

quence at Rome, that it was the common exercife

of boys at fchool, to learn the laws of the twelve

tables by beart, as they did their Poets and Claffic

authors [u]. Cicero particularly took fuch pains

in this ftudy, and was fo well acquainted with the

moft intricate parts of it, as to be able to fuftain

a difpute on any queſtion with the greateſt Law-

yers of his age [x]: fo that in pleading once a-

gainft his friend S. Sulpicius, he declared byway

of raillery, what he could have made good like-

wife in fact, that if he provoked him, he would

profefs bimfelf a Lawyer in three days time [y].

THE profeffion of the law, next to that of

arms and eloquence, was a fure recommendation

to the first honors of the Republic [z ], and for

that reaſon was preferved as it were hereditary

in fome of the nobleft families of Rome [a] ;

who, by giving their advice gratis to all, who

wanted it, engaged the favor and obfervance of

their fellowCitizens, and acquired great authori-

ty in all the affairs of ftate. It was the cuſtom of

thefe old Senators, eminent for their wiſdom and

experience, to walk every morningup and down

[ ] Brut. p. 89. Edit.

Seb. Corradi.

[u] De Legib. 2. 23.

[*] Ep. fam. 7. 22.

[y] Pro Muræna, 13 .

[*] Ibid. 14.

[a] Quorum vero patres

aut majores aliqua gloria

præftiterunt, ii ftudent ple-

rumque in eodem genere

laudis excellere : ut Q. Mu-

cius P. filius, in jure civili.

Off. 1. 32. 2. 19.

the
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the Forum, as a fignal of their offering themſelves

freely to all, who had occafion to confult them,

not onely in cafes of law, but in their private and

domeftic affairs [6]. But in later times they

choſe to fit at home with their doors open, in a

kind of throne or raiſed feat, like the Confeffors

in foreign Churches, giving accefs and audience

to all people. This was the cafe of the two Sca-

vola's, efpecially the Augur, whofe houſe was

called the Oracle of the City [c] ; and who, inthe

Marfic war, when worn out with age and infirmi-

ties, gavefree admiffion every day to all the Citi-

zens, as foon as it was light, nor was everfeen by

any in his bed during that whole war [d].

But this was not the point that Cicero aimed

at, to guard the eftates onely of the Citizens : his

views were much larger; and the knowledge of

the law was but one ingredient of many, inthe

character which he afpired to, of an univerfalPa-

tren, not onely of the fortunes, but of the lives

and liberties of his countrymen : for that was the

proper notion of an Orator, or Pleader of caufes ;

whofe profeffion it was, to fpeak aptly, elegantly,

and copiously on everyfubject which could be offered

tohim, andwhofe art therefore included in it allother

arts of the liberal kind, and could not be acquired to

any perfettion, without a competent knowledge of

[b] M' vero Manilium nos

etiam vidimus tranfverfo am-

bulantem foro ; quod erat in-

figne, eum, qui id faceret,

facere civibusomnibus confilii

fui copiam. Ad quos olim &

ita ambulantes & in folio fe-

dentes domi ita adibatur, non

folum ut de jure civili ad eos,

verum etiam de filia collo-

canda-de omni denique aut

officio aut negotio referretur.

De Orat. 3. 33.

2

[ ] Eft enim fine dubio

domus Jurifconfulti totius

Oraculum civitatis. Teftis

eft hujufce Q. Mucii janua,

& veftibulum, quod in ejus

infirmiffima valetudine, affec-

taque jam ætate, maxima

quotidie frequentia civium, ac

fummorum hominum fplen-

dore celebratur . De Orat.

1. 45:

[a] Philip. 8. x.

whatever
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whatever was great and laudable in the Univerfe.-

This was his own idea of what he had under-

taken [e] ; and his prefent buſineſs therefore was,

to lay a foundation fit to fuftain the weight ofthis

great character: fo that whilehe was ftudyingthe

law underthe Scævola's, he ſpent a large ſhare of

his time in attending the pleadings at the bar,

and the public fpeeches of the Magiftrates, and

never paffed one day without writing and reading

fomething at home ; conftantly taking notes, and,

making comments onwhat he read. Hewasfond,

whenvery young, of an exercife, which had been

recommended by fome ofthe great Orators before.

him, of reading over a number of verſes offome

efteemed Poet, or a part of an Oration fo carefully,

as to retain thefubftance of them in his memory, and

then deliver the fame fentiments in different words,

the most elegant that occurred to him. But he foon.

grew weary of this, upon reflecting, that his au-

thors had already employed the beſt words which

belonged to their fubject ; fo that if he uſed the

fame, it would do him no good, and if diffe-

rent, would even hurt him, by a habit of uſing

worfe. He applied himſelf therefore to another

taſk ofmore certain benefit, to tranflate into Latin

the felettfpeeches of the best Greek Orators, which

gavehiman opportunity ofobferving and employ-

ing all the moſt elegantwords ofhis own language,

and of enriching it at the fame time with new ones,

borrowed or imitatedfrom the Greek [f]. Nor did

he yet neglect his poetical ftudies ; for he now

tranflated Aratus on the Phenomena of the heavens,

into Latin verfe, ofwhich many fragments are ſtill

extant ; and publiſhed alfo an original Poem of

the Heroic kind, in honor of his Countryman C.

Marius. This was much admired and often read

[e] De Orat. 1. 5, 6, 13, [f] De Orator. 1. 34..

16.

by
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by Atticus ; and old Scævola was fo pleaſed with it,

that in an Epigram, whichhe ſeems to have made

upon it, he declares, that it would live as long as

theRomanname and learning fubfifted[g] : there re-

mains ſtill a little fpecimen ofit, defcribing a me-

morable omengiven to Marius from the Oak of Ar-

pinum, which from the fpirit and elegance ofthe

defcription fhews, that his Poetical genius was

fcarce inferior to his Oratorial, if it had been cul-

tivated with the fame diligence [b]. He publiſhed

another Poem alfo called Limon ; ofwhich Dona-

tus has preſerved four lines in the life of Terence,

in praife ofthe elegance and purity of that Poet's

ftile [ ]. But while he was employing himſelf in

thefe juvenile exercifes for the improvement of

[g] Eaque, ut ait Scævola

de fratris meiMario,-canef-

cet fæclis innumerabilibus .

De Leg. 1. 1.

[b] Hic Jovis altifoni fu-

bito pinnata Satelles

Arboris e trunco, ferpentis

faucia morfu,

Subjugat ipfa feris transfigens

unguibus anguem

Semianimum, & varia gravi-

ter cervice micantem ;

Quem fe intorquentem lani-

ans roftroque cruentans,

Jam fatiata animos, jam du-

ros ulta dolores,

Abjicit efflantem,&laceratum

adfligit in unda,

Seque obitu a Solis, nitidos

convertit ad ortus.

Hanc ubi præpetibus pennis

lapfuque volantem

ConfpexitMarius, divini Nu-

minis Augur,

Fauftaque figna fuæ laudis,

reditufque notavit ;

VOL. I.

Partibus intonuit cœli Pater

ipfe finiftris.

Sic Aquila clarum firmavit

Juppiter omen.

De Divin. 1. 47.

[ ]We have noaccount of

the argument ofthis Piece, or

ofthe meaning ofit's title ; it

was probably nothing more

than the Greek wordAr

to intimate, that the Poem,

like a meadow or garden, ex-

hibited a variety of different

fancies and flowers . The

Greeks, as Pliny fays, were

fond of giving fuch titles to

their books, as Πανδέκται,

Εγχειρίδιον , Λειμών , &c .

[Præf. Hift. Nat. ] and Pam-

philus the Grammarian, as

Suidas tells us, publiſhed a

Apr, or a Collection of va-

rious fubjects. Vid. in Pam-

phil.

C his
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his invention, he applied himſelf with no less in-

duftry to Philofophy, for the enlargement of his

mind and underſtanding ; and among his other

Maſters, was very fond at this age of Phædrus

the Epicurean: but as foon as he had gained a

little more experience and judgement of things,

he wholly deferted and conftantly difliked the

principles ofthat fect ; yet always retained a par-

ticular efteem for the man, on account of his

learning, humanity and politenefs [k] .

THE peace of Rome was now diſturbed by a

domeftic war, which writers call the Italic, Social,

or Marfic: it was begun by a confederacy of the

principalTowns ofItaly,to fupport their demand

of the freedom of the City: the Tribun Drufus

had made thema promiſe of it, but was affaffinat-

ed in the attempt of publiſhing a law to confer

it : this made them defperate, and refolve to ex-

tort by force, what they could not obtain by en-

treaty [7]. They alledged it to be unjust, to ex-

clude themfrom the rights ofaCity, which they fuf

tained by their arms ; that in all it's wars theyfur-

nifhed twice the number of troops, whichRome itself

did; and hadraiſed it to all that beight of power,

for which it now defpifed them [m]. This war was

carried on for above two years, with great fierce-

nefs on both fides, and various fuccefs : two Ro-

man Confuls were killed in it, and their armies of-

ten defeated ; till the Confederates, weakened alſo

by frequent loffes, and the deſertion of one Ally

after another, were forced at laſt to ſubmit to the

fuperior fortune ofRome [n]. During the hurry

ofthe war, the buſineſs ofthe Forum was inter-

mitted; the greateſt part of the Magiſtrates, as

well as the Pleaders, being perfonally engaged in

[k] Ep. fam. 13. 1 .

Philip. 12. 27.8

[m] Vell. Pat. 2. 15.

[n] Flor. 3. 18.

it ;
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it ; Hortenfius, themoſt florifhing youngOrator

at the bar, was a volunteer in it the firſt year, and

commanded a regiment the fecond [o].

CICERO likewife took the opportunityto make

a campaign, along with the Conful Cn. Pompeius

Strabo, the father of Pompeythe Great: this was

aconftant part ofthe education ofthe young No-

bility ; to learn the art ofwarby perſonal ſervice,

under fome General of name and experience ; for

in an Empire raiſed and fupported wholly by

arms, a reputation of martial virtuewas the fhort-

eft and fureft way of rifing to it's highest honors ;

and the conftitution of the government was ſuch,

that as their Generals could not make a figure e-

ven in Camps, without fome inftitution in the

politer arts, efpecially that of Speaking graceful-

ly [p]; fo thofe, who applied themſelves to the

peacefull ftudies, and the management of civil

affairs, were obliged to acquire a competent ſhare

of military fkill, for the fake of governing Pro-

vinces, and commanding armies, to which they

all fucceded of courfe from the adminiftration

ofthe great Offices of the State.

In this expedition Cicero was prefent at a confe-

rence between Pompeius the Conful, and Vettius

the General ofthe Marfi, who had given the Ro-

mans a cruel defeat the year before, in which the

Conful Rutilius was killed [9] . It was held in

fight ofthe two Camps, and managed with great

decency :the Conful'sbrother Sextus, being an old

acquaintance ofVettius, camefrom Rome on pur-

pofe to affift at it ; and at the first fight of each

other, after lamenting the unhappy circumftance

[o] Brut. 425.

Quantumdicéndi gra-

vitate & copia valeat, in quo

ipfo ineft quædam dignitas

Imperatoria. pr. leg. Ma-

nil . 14.

[2 ] Appian. Bell . civ. p .

376.

C 2 of
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oftheir meeting at the head of oppoſite armies, he

afked Vettius, by what title he ſhould now falute

him, offriend or enemy: to which Vettius replied,

Call me friend by inclination, enemy by neceffity [r].

Which fhews, that thefe old Warriors had not

lefs politenefs in their civil, than fierceness in

their hoftile encounters.

BOTH Marius and Sylla ferved as Lieutenants

to the Confuls in this war, and commanded fe-

parate armies in different parts ofItaly : but Ma-

rius performed nothing in it anfwerable to his great

name and former glory : his advanced age had

encreaſed his caution, and after fo many triumphs

and Confulfhips, he was jealous of a reverſe of

fortune ; fo that he kept himfelf wholly on the

defenfive, and, like old Fabius, chofe to tire out

the enemyby declining a battle ; content with

fnatchingfome little advantages, that opportunity

threwinto his hands, without ſuffering them how-

ever to gain anyagainſt him [s] . Sylla on the other

hand was ever active and enterprizing : he had.

not yet obtained the Confulfhip, and was fighting

for it, as it were, in the fight of his Citizens ; fo

that he was conftantly urging the enemy to a

battle, and glad of every occafion to ſignalize his

military talents, and eclipfe the fame of Marius ;

in which he fucceded to his wifh, gained many

confiderable victories, and took feveral of their

Cities by ftorm, particularly Stabia, a Town of

Campania, which he utterly demolished [t].

[ ] Quem te appellem, in-

quit ? at ille ; Voluntate hof-

pitem, neceffitate hoftem.

Phil. 12. xi.

[ ] Plutar. in Marius.

[ Plut. in Sylla. In Cam-

pano autem agro Stabiæ op-

pidum fuere ufque ad Cn.

3

Pompeium & L. Carbonem

Coff. prid . Kal. Maij, quo

die L. Sylla legatus bello fo-

ciali id delevit, quod nunc

in villas abiit . Intercidit ibi

& Taurania . Plin . Hift. N.

3. 5.

Cicero,
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Cicero, who ſeems to have followed his camp,

as the chiefſcene ofthe war, and the beft fchool

for a young volunteer, gives an account of one

action, ofwhichhe was eye witnefs, executedwith

great vigor and fuccefs ; that as Sylla wasfacrificing

before his tent in the fields ofNola, a fnake happened

to creepoutfrom the bottom ofthe altar ; upon which

Pofthumius theHarufpex, who attended the facrifice,

proclaming it to beafortunate omen, called out upon

him to lead his army immediately against the enemy:

Sylla took the benefit of the admonition, and drawing

out his troops without delay, attacked and took the

Arong camp of the Samnites under the walls of

Nola [ u ]. This action was thought fo glorious,

that Sylla got the ftory of it painted afterwards in

one ofthe rooms of his Tufculan Villa [x] . Thus'

Cicero was not lefs diligent in the army, than he

was in the Forum, to obferve every thing that

paffed ; and contrived always to be near the per-

fon of the General, that no action of moment

might eſcape his notice.

•

UPON the breaking out of this war, the Ro-

mans gave the freedom of the City to all the

Towns which continued firm to them ; and at the

end of it, after the deftruction of three hundred

thousandlives, thought fit for the fake oftheir fu-

ture quiet to grant it to all the reft : but this ſtep,

which they confidered as the foundation of a per-

petual peace, was, as an ingenious writer has ob-

ferved, one of the caufes, that haftened their

ruin forthe enormous bulk, to which the City

was fwelled by it, gave birth to many new dif

[ ] In Syllæ fcriptum hi-

ftoria videmus, quod te in-,

fpectante factum eft, ut quum

ille in agro Nolano immola-

ret ante prætorium , ab in-

fima ara fubito anguis emer-

geret, quum quideni C. Poſtu-

mius harufpex orabat illum ,

&c. De Divin. 1. 33. 2. 30 .

[x] Plin. Hift. N. 22. 6.

orders,C 3
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orders, that gradually corrupted and at laft de-

ftroyed it ; and the difcipline of the laws, calcu-

lated for a people, whom the fame walls would

contain, was too weak to keep in order the vaſt

body of Italy: fo that from this time chiefly, all

affairs were decided by faction and violence, and

the influence ofthe great ; who could bring whole

Towns intothe Forum from the remote parts of

Italy; or pour in a number of flaves and foreign-

ers under the form of Citizens ; for when the

names and perfons of real Citizens could no lon-

ger be diftinguiſhed, it was not poffible to know,

whether any act had paffed regularly, by the ge-

nuin fuffrage ofthe people [y].

THE Italic war was no fooner ended, than an.

other broke out, which, though at a great di-

ftance from Rome, was one of the most difficult

anddefperate, inwhichit everwas engaged; againft

Mithridates King ofPontus ; a martial and power-

full Prince, of a reſtleſs ſpirit and ambition, with

a capacity equal to the greateſt defigns : who dif-

daining to fee all his hopes blafted by the over-

bearingpower of Rome, and confined to the nar-

rowboundary of his hereditary dominion, broke

through his barrier at once, and over-ran the leffer

Afia like a Torrent, and in one day caufed eighty

thousand Roman Citizens to be maffacred in cold

blood [z]. His forces were answerable to the

vaftness of his attempt, and the inexpiable war,

that he had now declared againſt the Republic :

he had a fleet of above four hundred fhips ; with

an army of two hundred and fifty thousand foot,

and fifty thouſand horfe ; all completely armed,

and provided with military ftores, fit for the ufe

offo great a body [a]. SYLLA,

[ v] De la grandeur des

Romains, &c. c. 9.

[*] Pr. leg. Manil. 3 .

[a] Appian. Bell . Mithri

dat. init. pag. 171 .
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SYLLA, who had now obtained the Confulfhip,

as the reward of his late fervices, had the Pro-

vince ofAfia allotted to him, with the command

ofthe war againft Mithridates [b] : but old Ma-

rius, envious of his growing fame, and defirous to

engrofs every Commiffion, which offered either

power or wealth, engaged Sulpicius, an eloquent

and popular Tribun, to get that allotment re-

verfed, andthe command transferred from Sylla to

himſelfby the fuffrage ofthe people. This raifed

great tumults in the City between the oppofite

parties, in which the Son of Q. Pompeius the

Conful, and the Son in law of Sylla was killed :

Sylla happened to be abfent, quelling the remains

of the late commotions near Nola ; but upon the

news of theſe diſorders, he haſtened with his legi-

ons to Rome, and having entered it after fome

reſiſtance, drove Marius and his accomplices to

the neceffity offaving themſelves by a precipitate

flight. This was the beginning of the first civil

war, properly fo called, which Rome had ever

feen; and what gave both the occafion, and the

example to all the reft that followed : the Tribun

Sulpicius was taken and flain ; and Marius fo

warmly purfued, that he was forced to plunge

himſelf into the marshes ofMinturnum, up to the

chin in water; in which condition he layconcealed

forfometime, till being difcovered and dragged

out, he was preferved bythe compaffion of the inha-

bitants, who, after refreshinghimfrom the cold and

bunger, which he had fuffered in his flight, fur-

nifhed him with a veffel and all neceffaries to tranf

port bimfelfinto Afric [c] .

[6] Appian. Bell . Civ. 1. 1 .

383.

[<] Pr. Plan. x. This ac-

C4 SYLLA

count, that Cicero gives more

than once of Marius's escape,

makes it probable, that the

common
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SYLLA in the mean while having quieted the

City, andprofcribed twelve of his chief adverfaries,

fet forward upon his expedition againſt Mithri-

dates but he was no fooner gone, than the civil

broils broke out afreſh between the new Confuls,

Cinna and Octavius ; which Cicero calls the Octa-

vian war [d]. For Cinna, attempting to reverſe

all that Sylla had eſtabliſhed, was driven out of

the City by his Collegue, with fix of the Tribuns,

and depofed from the Confulfhip : upon this he

gathered an army, and recalled Marius, who,

havingjoined his forces with him, entered Rome

in a hoftile manner, and with the moſt horrible

cruelty, put all Sylla's friends to the fword, with-

out regard to age, dignity, or former fervices .

Amongthe reft fell the Conful Cn. Octavius ; the

two Brothers L. Cæfar and C. Cæfar ; P. Craffus,

and the Orator, M. Antonius ; whofe head, as

Cicero fays, was fixed upon that Roftra, where be

bad foftrenuously defended the Republic when Conful,

and preferved the heads of fo many Citizens ; la-

menting, as it were ominoufly, the mifery of that

fate, which happened afterwards to himſelf, from

the Grandfon of this very Antonius . Q. Catulus

alfo, though he had been Marius's Collegue in the

Confulfhip and his victory over the Cimbri, was

treated with the fame cruelty : for when his friends

were interceding for his life, Marius made them

no other anfwer, but, he must die ; he must die ;

fo that he was obliged to kill himſelf[e ] .

[d] DeDiv. 1. 2. Philip.

CICEROfawthis memorable entry of his Coun

tryman Marius, who, in that advanced age, was

common ftory of the Gallic

Soldier, fent into the prifon to

killhim, was forged byfome

of the later writers, to make

the relation more tragical and

affecting.

14. 8.

[e] Cum neceffariis Catuli

deprecantibus non femel re-

fpondit, fed fæpe, moriatur.

Tufc.Difp.5.19.DeOrat.3.3 .

fo
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fo far from being broken, he fays, by his late cala-

mity, that he feemed to be more alert and vigorous

than ever; when he heard him recounting to the

people, in excufe for the cruelty of his return,

the manymiferies which he had lately fuffered; when

be was drivenfrom that country, whichhe hadfaved

from deftruction ; when all his eſtate wasfeized and

plundered by his enemies ; when he faw his Young

Son alfo the partner of his diftrefs ; when he was al-

moft drownedin the Marfhes, and owed his life tothe

mercy ofthe Minturnenfians ; when he wasforcedto

fly into Afric in aſmall bark, and become a fuppliant

to thofe, to whom he had given kingdoms ; but that

fince he hadrecovered his dignity, and all the reft,

that he hadloft, it should be his care not to forfeit that

virtue and courage, which he had never loft [f].

Marius and Cinna having thus got the Republic

into their hands, declared themfelves Confuls :

but Marius died unexpectedly, as foon almoſt as

he was inaugurated into his new dignity, on the

13th ofJanuary, in the 70th year of his age ; and

accordingto the moft probable account, ofapleu-

ritic fever[g].

His birth was obfcure, though fome call it

Equestrian ; and his education wholly in Camps ;

where he learnt the firſt rudiments of war, under

thegreateſt maſterof that age,the younger Scipio,

who deſtroyed Carthage ; till by long fervice, di-

ſtinguiſhed valor, and a peculiar hardinefs and pa-

tience ofdiſcipline, he advanced himſelfgradually

[f] Poft. red. ad Quir . 8 .

[g] Plutarch in Mar. The

celebrated Orator L. Craffus

died not long before of the

fame difeafe ; which might

probably be then, as I was

told in Rome, that it is now,

the peculiar diftemper of the

place . The modern Romans

call it puntura, which feems

to carry thefame notion, that

the old Romans expreffed by,

percuffus frigore ; intinating

the fudden ftroke of cold, up-

on a body unufually heated.

through
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through all the ſteps of military honor, withthe

reputation of abrave and complete Soldier. The

obfcurity of his extraction, which depreffed him

with the nobility, made him the greater favorite

of the people ; who, on all occafions of danger,

thought him the onely man, fit to be truftedwith

their lives and fortunes ; or to have the command

ofa difficult and defperate war : and in truth, he

twice delivered them from the moſt defperate,

with which they had ever been threatened by a

foreign enemy. Scipio, from the obſervation of

his martial talents, while he had yet but an infe-

rior command in the army, gave a kind of pro-

phetic teftimony of his future glory : for being

afked by fome of his Officers, who were fupping

with him at Numantia, what General the Republic

would have, in cafe ofany accident to himself; that

man, replied he, pointing to Marius, at the bot-

tom of the table. In the field he was cautious and

provident ; and while he was watching the moſt

favorable opportunities of action, affected to take

all his meafures from Augurs and Diviners ; nor

ever gave battel, till by pretended omens and divine

admonitions, he had infpired his foldiers with a con-

fidence of victory : fo that his enemies dreaded

him, as fomething more than mortal ; and both

friends and foes believed him to act always by a

peculiar impulfe and direction from the Gods. His

merit however was wholly military, voidof every

accompliſhment of learning, which he openly af-

fected to defpife ; fo that Arpinum had the fingular

felicity to produce, the most glorious contemner, as

well as the most illuftrious improver of the arts and

eloquence of Rome. He made no figure therefore

in the gown, nor had any other way of fuftain-

ing his authority in the City, than by cheriſhing

the natural jealoufy between the Senate and the

people ;
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people ; that by his declared enmity to the one,

he might always be at the head of the other;

whofe favor he managed, not with any view to

the public good, for he had nothing in him of

the Stateſman, or the Patriot, but to the ad-

vancement of his private intereſt and glory. In

fhort, he was crafty, cruel, covetous, perfidious ;

ofa temperand talents greatly ſerviceable abroad,

but turbulent and dangerous at home: an impla-

cable enemy to the Nobles, ever ſeeking occafions

to mortify them, and ready to facrifice the Repub-

lic, which he had ſaved, to his ambition and re-

venge. After a life ſpent in the perpetual toils

of foreign or domeftic wars, he died at laft in

his bed, in a good old age, and in his feventh

Confulfhip ; an honor that no Roman before him

ever attained ; which is urged by Cottathe Aca-

demic, as one argument amongſt others, against

the existence of a Providence [b] .

THE tranfactions of the Forum were greatly

interrupted by theſe civil diffenfions ; in which

fome of the beſt Orators were killed, others ba-

nifhed : Cicero however attended the harangues

[b] Natus equeftri loco.

[Veli. Pat. 2. xi.] Se P. Afri-

cani difcipulum ac militem,

[pr. Balb. 20. Val . Max. 8.

15. ] PopulusRom. non alium

repellendis tantis hoftibus ma-

gis idoneum, quam Marium

eft ratus. [Vell. Pat. 2. 12. ]

Bis Italiam obfidione &metu

liberavit fervitutis. [ in Cat.

4.x.JOmnes focii atque hoftes

credere, illi aut mentemdivi-

nam effe, aut Deorum nutu

cuncta portendi . [ Salluft . Bell.

Jug. 92. ] Confpicua felicita-

tis Arpinum, five unicum lit-

terarum gloriofiffimum con-

temptorem, five abundantif-

fimum fontem intueri velis.

[ Val. Max. 2. 2 .[Val. Max. 2. 2. ] Quantum

bello optimus, tantum pace

peffimus ; immodicus gloriæ,

infatiabilis, impotens, fem-

perque inquietus. [ Vell. Pat.

2. xi. ] Curomnium perfidio-

fiffimus, C. Marius, Q. Ca-

tulum, præftantiffima digni-

tate virum, mori potuit ju-

bere ? cur tam feliciter,

feptimùm Conful, domi fuæ

fenex eft mortuus? [ De Nat.

Deor. 3. 32. ]
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of the Magiftrates, who poffeffed the Roftra in

their turns ; and being nowabout the age oftwen-

ty-one, drew up probably thofe Rhetorical pieces,

which were published byhim, ashe tells us, when

veryyoung, and are fuppofed to be the fame, that

ftill remain, on the fubject of Invention : but he

condemned, and retracted them afterwards in his

advanced age, as unworthy ofhis maturerjudgment,

and the work onely of a boy, attemptingto digeſt

into order the precepts, which he had brought

awayfrom School [ ]. In the mean while, Philo,

a Philofopher ofthe firftnamein theAcademy, with

many of the principal Athenians, fled to Rome

from the fury of Mithridates, who had made

himſelf Maſter of Athens, and all the neighbour-

ing parts of Greece : Cicero immediately became

his fcholar, and was excedingly taken with his

Philofophy; and by the help of fuch a Profeffor

gave himſelfup to that ſtudy with the greater in-"

clination, as there was caufe to apprehend, that

the laws and judicial procedings, which he had

defigned for the ground of his fame and fortunes,

would be wholly overturned by the continuance

of the public diforders [k] .

BUTCinna'sparty having quelled all oppofition

at home, while Sylla was engaged abroad in the

Mithridatic war, there was a ceffation of arms

within the City for about three years, fo that the

courſe of public bufinefs began to flow again in

it's ufual channel ; and Molo the Rhodian, one of

[i] Quæ pueris aut adole-

fcentulis nobis, ex commen-

tariolis noftris inchoata ac

rudia exciderunt, vix hac æ-

tate digna, & hoc ufu, &c.

De Orat. 1.2. Quintil. 1 .

3.6.

[k] Eodemtempore, cum

Princeps Academie Philo,

cum Athenienfium Optima-

tibus, Mithridatico bello do-

mo profugiffet, Romamque

veniffet : totum ei me tradi-

di, &c. Brut. 430.

the
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the principal Orators of that age, and the moſt ce-

lebrated teacher of eloquence, happening to come

to Rome at the fame time, Cicero preſently took

the benefit of his lectures, and refumed his Ora-

torial ſtudies with his former ardor [1]. But the

greateft fpur to his induſtry was the fame and

fplendor of Hortenfius, who made the firſt figure

at the bar, and whofe praiſes fired him with fuch

an ambition of acquiring the fame glory, that he

fcarce allowed himſelf any reft from his ftudies

either day or night : he had in the Houſe with

him Diodotus the Stoic, as his Preceptor in various

parts of learning, but more particularly in Logic ;

which Zeno, as he tells us, ufed to call a clofe and

contracted eloquence ; as he called eloquence an en-

larged and dilated Logic ; comparing the one tothe

fift, or band doubled ; the other, to the palm open-

ed [m]. Yet with all his attention to Logic, he

never fuffered a day to pafs, without fome exer-

cife in Oratory ; chiefly that of declaming, which i

he generally performed with his fellow ftudents,

M. Pifo andQ. Pompeius, two young Noblemen,

a little older than himſelf, with whom he had

contracted an intimate friendſhip. They declamed

fometimes in Latin, but much oftner in Greek ; be-

cauſe the Greekfurniſhed agreater variety of elegant

expreffions, and an opportunity of imitating and in-

troducing them into the Latin ; and because the Greek

mafters, who were far the best, could not correct

and improve them, unless they declamed in that lan-

guage [n].

[ ] Eodem anno Moloni

dedimus operam . ibid.

[m] Zeno quidem ille, a

quo difciplina Stoicorum eft,

manu demonftrare folebat,

quid inter has artes intereffet.

Nam cum comprefferat digi-

tos, pugnumque fecerat, dia-

IN

lecticam aiebat ejufmodi ef-

fe : cum autem diduxerat, &

manum dilataverat, palmæ

illius fimilem eloquentiam ef

fe dicebat. Orator . 259. edit.

'Lamb .

[2] Brut. p. 357, 433 .



30 Th
e HI

ST
OR
Y

of the Li
fe

In this interval Sylla was performing great ex-

ploits againſt Mithridates, whom he had driven

out ofGreece and Aſia, and confined once more

to his own territory ; yet at Rome, where Cinna

was maſter, he was declared a public enemy, and

bis eftate confifcated : this infult upon his honor

and fortunes made him very defirous to be at

home again, in order to take his revenge upon

his adverfaries : fo that after all his fuccefs in the

war, he was glad to put an end to it by an ho-

norable peace; the chief article of which was,

that Mithridates fhould defray the whole expence of

it, and content bimfelffor the future with bis bere-

ditary kingdom. On his return he brought away

with him from Athens the famous library of A-

pellicon the Teian, in which were the works of

Ariftotle andTheophraftus, that were hardly known

before in Italy, or to be found indeed intire any

where elſe [o]. He wrote a letter at the fame

time to the Senate, fettingforthbis greatfervices,

and the ingratitude withwhich he had been treated;

and acquainting them, that he was coming to do

juftice to the Republic, and to bimfelf, upon the au-

hors of thofe violences: this raifed great terrors in

the City , which having lately felt the horrible

effects of Marius's entry, expected to fee the

fame tragedy acted over again by Sylla.

BUT while his enemies were bufy in gathering

forces to oppofe him, Cinna, the chief ofthem,

was killed in a mutiny of his own foldiers : upon

this Sylla haftened his march, to take the benefit

of that diſturbance, and landed at Brundifium

with about thirty thoufand men : hither many of

theNobilityprefently reforted to him, andamong

them young Pompey, about twenty- threeyears old ;

[o] Plut. Life of Syll.

who,

2
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who, withoutany public character orcommiffion,

brought along with him three legions, which he

had raiſed by his own credit out of the Veterans,

who had ferved under his Father : he was kindly

received by Sylla, to whom he did great fervice

in the progrefs of the war, and was ever after

much favored and employed byhim [p].

SYLLA nowcarried all before him: he defeated

one ofthe Confuls, Norbanus, and by the pretence

of a treaty with the other Conful, Scipio, found

means to corrupt his army, and draw it over to

himfelf [q] he gave Scipio however his life,

who wentinto a voluntary exil at Marfeilles. [r].

The new Confuls chofen in the mean time at

Rome, were Cn. Papirius Carbo and young Ma-

rius ; the firft of whom, after feveral defeats, was

driven out of Italy, and the fecond befieged in

Prænefte ; where being reduced to extremity, and

deſpairing of relief, he wrote to Damafippus,

then Prætor of the City, to call a meeting of

the Senators, as if upon bufinefs of importance,

and put the principal of them to the fword: in

this maffacre many of the Nobles perished, and old

Scavola, the High-Prieft, the pattern of ancient

temperance andprudence, as Cicero calls him , was

Jain before the altar of VESTA [s] : after which

facrifice of noble blood to the manes of his Fa-

ther, young Marius put an end to his own life.

POMPEY at the fame time purfued Carbo into

Sicily, and having taken him at Lilybeum fent

his head to Sylla, though he begged his life in an

[ ] Appian. Bell . civ . 1.1 .

397, 399.

[9] Sylla cum Scipione in-

ter Cales & Teanum - leges

inter fe & conditiones contu-

lerunt; non tenuit omnino

colloquium illud fidem, a vi

tamen & periculo afuit. Phi-

lip. 12. xi.

[r] Pro Sextio,, 3.

[ ] De Nat. Deor. 3. 3z.

abject
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abject manner at his feet : this drewfome reproach

upon Pompey, for killing a man, to whom he

had been highly obliged on an occafion, where

bis father's honor and his ownfortunes were attack-

ed. But this is the conftant effect of factions in

States, to make men prefer the interefts of a

party, to all the confiderations, either of private

or public duty ; and it is not ftrange, that Pom-

pey, young and ambitious, fhould pay more re-

gard to the power of Sylla, than to a fcruple of

honor or gratitude [ t]. Cicero however fays of

this Carbo, that there never was a worſe Citizen,

or more wicked man [u] : which will go a great

way towards excufing Pompey's act.

SYLLA having fubdued all, who were in arms

againſt him, was now at leifure to take his fall

revenge on their friends and adherents ; in which,

by the deteftable method of a Profcription, of

whichhe was the first author and inventor, he exer-

cifed a more infamous cruelty, than had ever been

practifed in cold blood in that, or perhaps in any

other City [x]. The profcription was not con-

fined toRome, but carried through allthe Towns

[ ] Sed nobis tacentibus

Cn. Carbonis, a quo admo-

dum adolefcens de paternis

bonis in foro dimicans pro-

tectus es, juffu tuo interempti

mors animis hominum obver-

fabitur, non fine aliqua repre-

henfione : quia tam ingrato

facto, plus L. Syllæ viribus,

quam propriæ indulfiſti vere-

cundiæ. Val. Max. 5. 3.

[u] Hoc vero, qui Lilybei

a Pompeio noftro eft inter-

fectus, improbior nemo, meo

judicio, fuit. Ep. fam . 9. 21 .

[x] Primus ille, & utinam

ultimus, exemplum profcrip-

tionis invenit, &c. Vell . Pat.

2. 28. N. B. The manner

of Profcribing was, to write

down the names of thoſe,

who were doomed to die, and

expoſe them on tables fixt up

in the public places of the

City, with the promiſe of a

certain reward for the head

of each perfon fo profcribed.

So that though Marius and

Cinna maffacred their ene-

mies with the fame cruelty in

cold blood, yet they did not

do it in the way of Profcrip-

tion, nor with the offer of a

reward to the Murtherers.

of
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ofItaly; where befides the crime ofparty, which

was pardoned to none, it was fatal to be poffeffed

of money, lands, or a pleaſant feat ; all manner of

licence being indulged to an infolent army, of

carving for themſelves what fortunes they pleaf-

ed [y].

In this general deſtruction of the Marianfac-

tion, J. Cæfar, then about ſeventeen years old,

had much difficulty to eſcape with life: he was

nearly allied to old Marius, and had married Cin-

na's daughter ; whom he could not be induced to

put away, by all the threats ofSylla ; who, con-

fidering him for that reafon as irreconcilable to

his intereſts, deprived him of his wife's fortune

and the Priesthood, which he had obtained. Cæ-

far therefore, apprehending ſtill ſomewhat worſe,

thought it prudent to retire and conceal himſelfin

the country, where being diſcovered accidentally

by Sylla's foldiers, he was forced to redeem his

head by a very large fumm: but the interceffion.

of the Vestal Virgins, and the authority of his

powerfull relations, extorted agrant of his lifevery

unwillingly from Sylla ; who bad them take no-

tice, that he, for whofe fafety they werefofollicitous,

would one day be the ruin ofthat Ariftocracy, which

he was then eſtabliſhing with ſo muchpains, for that

befaw manyMarius's in one Cæfar [z]. The event

confirmed Sylla's prediction ; for bythe experience

[y] Namque uti quifque

domum aut villam, poftremo

aut vas aut veftimentum ali-

cujus concupiverat,dabat ope-

ram, ut is in profcriptorum

numero effet. Neque prius

finisjugulandifuit, quamSylla

omnes fuos divitiis explevit.

Salluft . c. 51. Plutar . Sylla .

[z] Scirent eum, quem in-

VOL. I.

columem tanto opere cupe-

rent, quandoque optimatium

partibus, quas fecum fimul

defendiffent, exitio futurum :

nam Cæfari multos Marios

ineffe. [ Sueton. J. Cæf. c. 1 .

Plutar . in Cæf.]-Cinnæ ge-

ner, cujus filium utrepudiaret,

nullo modo compelli potuit.

Vell. Pat. 2, 42 .

D of
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of thefe times, young Cæfar was inftructed both

howto form, and to execute that ſcheme, which

was the grand purpoſe of his whole life, of op-

preffing the liberty of his Country.

Asfoon as the profcriptions were over, and the

fcene grown a little calm, L.Flaccus, being chofen,

Interrex, declared SyllaDictatorforfettling theftate

of the Republic without anylimitation oftime, and

ratified whatever he haddone, orfhould do, byafpe-

cial law, that impowered him to put any Citizen to

death without bearing or trial [a] . This office of

Dictator, whichin early times had oft been of fin-

gular fervice to the Republic in cafes of difficulty

and diftrefs, was nowgrown odious and fufpected,

in the preſent ſtate of it's wealth and power, as

dangerous to the public liberty, and for that rea-

fon had been wholly diſuſed and laid aſide for one

hundredandtwentyyears paft [b] : fo that Flaccus's

Lawwas the pure effect of force and terror ; and

thoughpretended to be made bythe people, was

utterly detefted by them. Sylla however, being

inveſted by it with abfolute authority, made many

ufeful regulations for the better order of the Go-

vernment ; and by the plenitude of his power

changed in great meaſure the whole conftitution

of it, from aDemocratical to an Aristocratical form,

by advancing the prerogative of the Senate, and

depreffing that of the people. He tookfrom the

Equeftrian Order thejudgment of all causes, which

they had enjoyed from the time of the Gracchi, and

restored it to the Senate ; deprived the people of the

Ex

[a] De Leg. Agrar. con.

Rull. 3. 2.

tio

[6] Cujus honoris ufurpa-

per annos cxx. intermiffa

ut appareat populum Ro-

manum ufum Dictatoris non

tam defideraffe, quam timu.

iffe poteftatem imperii, quo

priores ad vindicandam maxi-

mis periculis Rempub. ufi fu-

erant . Vell . Pat. 2. 28.

right

2 .
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right of chufingthe Priests, and replaced it in the

Colleges of Priests : but above all, be abridged the

immoderate power of the Tribuns, which had been

the chief fource of all their civil diffenfions ; for

be made them incapable of any other Magiftracy after

the Tribunate ; restrained the liberty of appealing to

them ; tookfrom them their capitalprivilege, ofpro-

pofing laws to the people ; and left them nothing but

their negative ; or, as Cicero fays, the power onely

of belping, not of burting any one [c]. But that he

might not be fufpected of aiming at a perpetual

Tyranny, and a total fubverfion of the Republic,

he fuffered the Confuls to be chofen in the regu-

lar manner, and to govern, as ufual, in all the

ordinary affairs of the City : whilft he employed

himſelf particularly in reforming the diſorders of

the State, byputting his new laws in execution

and in diftributing the confifcated lands ofthe ad-

verſe party among his Legions : fo that the Re-

public feemed to be once more fettled on a legal

bafis, and the laws and judicial procedings began

to flourish in the Forum. About the fame time

Molo the Rhodian came again to Rome, to follicit

the payment of what was due to his Country, for

their fervices in the Mithridatic war ; which gave

Cicero an opportunityofputting himſelf a fecond

time under his direction, and perfecting his Ora-

torical talents by the farther inftructions offo re-

nowned aMaſter [d]: whofe abilities and character

were fo highly reverenced, that he was the first of

allForeigners, who was ever allowed to speak to the

Senate in Greek without an Interpreter [e ] . Which

[ ] De Legib. 3. 10. It.

vid. Pigh. Annal. ad A. Urb.

672.

[d] Brut. p. 434.

;

[e] Eum ante omnes exte-

rarum gentium in Senatu fine

interprete auditum conftat .

Val. Max. 2. 2.

D 2 fhews
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fhewsin whatvogue the Greek learning, and efpe-

cially eloquence, florifhed at this time in Rome.

CICERO had now run through all that courſe

of difcipline, which he lays down as neceffary to

form the complete Orator : for, in his treatiſe on

that fubject, he gives us his own fentiments in the

perfon of Craffus, on the inftitution requifite to

that character ; declaring, that no man ought to

pretend to it, without being previously acquainted

with every thing worth knowing in art or nature ;

that this is implied in the very name ofan Orator ;

whofeprofeffion itis to speak upon everyſubject, which

can be propofed to him ; and whofe eloquence, with-

out the knowledge of what he speaks, would be the

prattle onely and impertinence of children [f]. He

had learnt the rudiments ofGrammar and langua-

ges from the ableft teachers ; gone through the

ftudies ofhumanity and the politer letters withthe

poet Archias ; been inftructed in Philofophy bythe

principal Profeffors of each fect ; Phædrus the Epi-

curean, Philo the Academic, Diodotus the Stoic ;

acquired a perfect knowledge ofthe law, from the

greateſt lawyers, as well as the greateſt Stateſmen

ofRome, the two Scavola's ; all which accompliſh-

ments were but minifterial and fubfervient to that,

on which his hopes and ambition were fingly

placed, the reputation of an Orator: to qualify

himfelftherefore particularly for this, he attended

the pleadings of all the ſpeakers of his time ; heard

the dayly lectures of the moft eminent Orators of

Greece, andwas perpetually compofing ſomewhat

at home, and declaming under their correction :

and that he might neglect nothing, which could

[f] Ac mea quidem fen-

tentia, nemopoterit effe omni

laude cumulatus orator, nifi

erit omnium rerum magna-

rum, atque artium fcientiam

confecutus. De Orat. 1. 6.

2.2.

help
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help in any degree to improve and poliſh his ſtile,

he fpent the intervals of his leifurein the company

of the Ladies ; efpecially of thoſe who were re-

markable for a politeneſs of language, and whoſe

Fathers had been diſtinguiſhed by a fame and re-

putation of their eloquence. While he ſtudied

the law therefore under Scævola the Augur, he

frequently converſed with his wife Lalia, whofe

difcourfe, he fays, was tinctured with all the ele-

gance ofher Father Lælius, the politeſt ſpeaker of

his age [g]: he was acquainted likewife with her

daughter Mucia, who married the great Orator

L. Craffus ; and with her Grandaughters, the two

Licinia ; one ofthem, the wife of L. Scipio ; the

other of young Marius; who all excelled in that

delicacy of the Latin tongue, which was peculiar

to their families, and valued themſelves on pre-

ferving and propagating it to their pofterity.

THUS adorned and accompliſhed, he offered

himſelf to the bar about the age of twenty-fix ;

not as others generally did, raw and ignorant of

their buſineſs, and wanting to be formed to it by

ufe and experience [b], but finished, and qualified

at once to ſuſtain any caufe, which fhould be com-

mitted to him. It has been controverted both by

the ancients and moderns, what was the firft caufe

in which he was engaged: fome give it for that

ofP. Quinctius ; others for S. Rofcius : but neither

of them are in the right ; for in his Oration for

Quinctius he exprefsly declares, that he had plead-

ed other caufes before it ; and in that for Rofcius,

fays onely, that it was the first public or criminal

[g] Legimus epiftolas Cor-

nelia, matris Gracchorum-

auditus eft nobis Læliæ, Caii

filiæ, fæpe fermo: ergo illam

patris elegantia tinctam vidi-

mus ; & filias ejus Mucias

ambas, quarum fermo mihi

fuit notus, &c. Brut. 319.

[b] Ib. 433.

D 3 caufe
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caufe, in which he was concerned : and it is rea-

fonable to imagine, that he had tried his ſtrength,

and acquired fome credit in private cauſes, be-

fore he would venture upon a public one of that

importance ; agreeably to the advice, which

Quintilian gives to his young pleaders [i ] , whofe

rules are generally drawn from the practice and

example of Cicero.

THE Cauſe of P. Quinctius, was to defend him

from an action of bankruptcy brought againſt

him by a creditor, who, on pretence ofhis having

forfeited his recognizance, and withdrawn bimfelf

from juftice, bad obtained a decree to feize his eftate,

and expofe it to fale. The creditor was one ofthe

publicCriers, who attended the Magiſtrates, and,

by his intereſt among them, was likely to opprefs

Quinctius, and had already gained an advantage

againſt him bythe authority of Hortenfius, who

was his Advocate. Cicero entered into the cauſe,

at the earnest defire of the famed Comedian,

Rofcius, whofe fifter was Quinctius's wife [k] :

he endeavoured at firft to excufe himfelf ; al-

ledging, that he ſhould not be able to speak a word

against Hortenfius, any more than the other Players

could act with any spirit before Rofcius ; but Rof-

cius would take no excufe, having formed fuch

a judgement of him, as to think no man fo ca-

pable of fupporting a defperate cauſe, againſt a

crafty and powerfull adverfary.

AFTER he had given a fpecimen of himſelf to

the City, in this, and feveral other private caufes,

heundertook the celebrated defence of S. Rofcius

of Ameria, in his 27th year ; the fame age, as

the learned have obferved, in which Demofthenes

first began to diftinguish himself in Athens ; as if in

[ Quintil. 12. 6. [4] Pro Quinct 24.

thefe
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thefe genius's of the firft magnitude that was the

proper feafon ofblooming towards maturity. The

cafe of Rofcius was this : his father was killed in

the late profcription of Sylla ; and his eftate, worth

about 60,000l. fterling, wasfold among the confif-

cated eftates of the profcribed, for a triflingfumm

to L. Cornelius Chryfogonus, a youngfavoriteflave,

whom Sylla had made free ; who, to fecure his pof

feffion of it, accufed the fon of the murder of his

father, and had provided evidence to convict him ;

fo that the young man was like to be deprived,

not onely of his fortunes, but by a more villain-

ous cruelty, of his honor alfo and his life. All

the old Advocates refufed to defend him, fear-

ing the power of the Profecutor, and the refent-

ment of Sylla [ 7 ] ; fince Rofcius's defence would

neceffarily lead them into many complaints on

the times, and the oppreffions of the great : but

Cicero readily undertook it, as a glorious oppor-

tunity of enlifting himfelf into the fervice of his

country, and giving a public teftimony of his

principles and zeal for that liberty, to which he

had devoted the labors of his life. Rofcius was

acquitted, to the great honor of Cicero ; whofe

courage and addrefs in defending him was ap-

plauded by the whole City; fo that from this

moment he was looked upon as an Advocate ofthe

firft clafs, and equal to the greatest caufes [m].

-

[1] Ita loqui homines ; --

huic patronos propter Chry-

fogoni gratiam defuturos,

ipfo nomine parricidii & a-

trocitate criminis fore, ut hic

nullo negotio toileretur, cum

a nullo defenfus fit.- Patro-

nos huic defuturos putave-

runt ; defunt. Qui libere

dicat, qui cum fide defendat,

non deeft profecto, Judices.

Pr. Rofcio Amer. 10, 11.

[m] Prima caufa publica,

pro S. Rofcio dicta, tantum

commendationis habuit, ut

non ulla effet, quæ non nof-

tro digna patrocinio videre-

tur. Deinceps inde multæ

Brut. 434.

D 4 HAVING
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HAVING Occafion, in the courſe of his plead-

ing, to mention that remarkable puniſhment,

which their anceſtors had contrived for the mur-

ther of aparent, offowing the criminal alive into a

fack, and throwing him into a river, he fays ;

that the meaning ofit was, to ftrike him at once as

it were out ofthefyftem ofnature, by takingfromhim

the air, the fun, the water, and the earth ; that he,

whohad deftroyed the author of his being, fhould lofe

the benefit of thofe elements, whence all things derive

their being. They would not throw him to the beafts,

left the contagion offuch wickedness ſhould make the

beafts themselves more furious : they would not com-

mit him naked tothe ftream, left he shouldpollute the

very fea, which was the purifier of all other pollu-

tions: they lefthim nofhare ofany thing natural, how

vile or common foever : for what is fo common, as

breath to the living, earth to the dead, thefea to thofe

whofloat, the fhoar to those who are caft up ? Yet

thefe wretcheslive fo, as long as they can, as not to

draw breath from the air ; die fo, as not to touch

the ground, are fo toffed by the waves, as not to be

wafhed by them ; fo caft out upon thefboar, as to find

no reft even on the rocks [n]. This paffage was re-

ceived with acclamations of applaufe ; yet ſpeak-

ing of it afterwards himſelf, he calls it the redun-

dancy of a juvenile fancy, which wanted the correc-

tion ofhis founderjudgement ; and, like all the com-

pofitions of young men, was not applauded fo much

for it's ownfake, as for the hopes which it gave of

bis more improved and ripened talents [o].

THE popularity of his caufe, and the favor of

the audience, gave him ſuch ſpirits, that he ex-

pofed the infolence and villainy of the favorite

Chryfogonuswith great gaiety ; and ventured even

[ ] Pro Rofc. 26. [ ] Orat. 258. ed. Lamb.

to
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to mingle ſeveral bold ftrokes at Sylla himſelf ;

which he took care however to palliate, by obfer-

ving, that through the multiplicity of Sylla's affairs,

who reigned as abfolute on earth, as Jupiter did in

heaven, it was not poſſible for him to know, and ne-

ceflary even to connive at many things, which his fa-

vorites did against his will [ p] . He would not com-

plain, he fays, in times like thofe, that an innocent

man's eftate was expofed to public fale ; for were it

allowed to him to speak freely on that head, Rofcius

was not a perfon offuch confequence, that he ſhould

make a particular complaint on his account ; but he

must infift upon it, that by the law of the Profcription

itſelf, whether it was Flaccus's the Interrex, or Sylla's

the Dictator, for he knew not which to call it, Ro-

fcius's eftate was not forfeited, nor liable to befold[q].

In the conclufion, he puts the Judges in mind,

that nothing was fo much aimed at by the Profecutors

in this trial, as, by the condemnation ofRofcius, to

gain a precedentfor destroying the children ofthe pro-

fcribed : be conjures them therefore by all the Gods,

not to be the authors ofreviving a fecondprofcripti-

on, more barbarous and cruel than the first : that the

Senate refufed to bear any part in the first , left it

fhould be thought to be authorised by the public coun-

cil;-that it was their business by this fentence to put

a ftop to that fpirit ofcruelty, which thenpoffeffedthe

City, fo pernicious to the Republic, and fo contrary to

the temper and character of their ancestors.

As by this defence he acquired a great reputa

tion in his youth, fo he reflects upon it with plea-

fure in oldage, and recommends it to his fon, as

the fureft way to true glory and authority in his

country ; to defend the innocent in diftrefs, especially

when theyhappen to be oppreffed by the power ofthe

[ ] Pro Rofc. 45 . [9] Ib. 43.

Great ;
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Great ; as I have often done, fays he, in other

caufes, but particularly in that of Rofcius, against

Sylla bimfelf in the heigth of his power [r]. A

noble leffon to all advancers, to apply their ta-

lents to the protection of innocence and injured

virtue ; and to make juſtice, not profit, the rule

and end of their labors.

PLUTARCH fays, that prefently after this trial

Cicero took occafion to travel abroad, on pretence of

bishealth, but in reality to avoid the effects of Sylla's

difpleafure: but there feems to be no ground for

this notion : for Sylla's revenge was now fatiated,

and his mind wholly bent on reftoring the public

tranquillity ; and it is evident, that Cicero conti-

nued ayear after this in Rome without any appre-

henfion ofdanger, engaged, as before, in the fame

taſk of pleading caufes [s] ; and in one eſpecially,

more obnoxious to Sylla's refentment, even than

that of Rofcius : for in the cafe of a woman of

Arretium, be defended the right of certain Towns of

Italy to the freedom of Rome, though Sylla himself

bad deprived them of it by an exprefs law ; main-

taining it to be one of thofe natural rights, which

no law orpower on earth could take from them : in

which alfo he carried his point, in oppofition to

Cotta, an Orator of the firft character and abili-

ties, who pleaded against him [t].

[r] Ut nos & fæpe aliàs &

adolefcentes, contra L. Sullæ

dominantis opes pro S. Rof-

cio Amerino fecimus ; quæ,

ut fcis, extat Oratio. De

Offic. 2. 14.

[ ] Prima caufa publica

pro S. Rofcio dicta-deinceps

inde multæ itaque cum ef-

fem biennium verfatus in cau-

fis. Brut. p. 434, 437.

BUT

[] Populus Romanus, L.

Sulla Dictatore ferente, comi-

tiis centuriatis, municipiis ci-

vitatem ademit ; ademit if-

dem agros : de agris ratum

eft: fuit enim populi poteftas :

de civitate ne tamdiu quidem

valuit, quamdiu illa Sullani

temporis arma valuerunt.-

Atque ego hanc adolefcentu-

lus caufamcum agerem, con-

tra
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BUT we have a clear account from himſelf of

the real motive of his journey : my body, fays he,

at this time was excedingly weak and emaciated ; my

neck long and fmall , which is a habit thought liable

togreat risk of life, ifengaged in any fatigue or la

bor of the lungs , and it gave the greater alarm to

thofe, who bad aregardfor me, that Iuſed to ſpeak

without any remiffion or variation, with the utmost

ftretch of my voice, and great agitation of mybody;

when myfriends therefore and Phyficians advised me

to meddle no more with caufes, Irefolved to run any

bazard, rather than quit the hopes of glory, which

Ipropofed to myselffrom pleading: but when Icon-

fidered, that by managing my voice, and changing my

way of fpeaking, I might both avoid all danger, and

Speak with more eafe, I took a refolution of travell

ing into Afia, merely for an opportunity of correct-

ing mymanner of Speaking: fo that after I had been

two years at the bar, and acquired a reputation in

the Forum, I left Rome, &c. [u].

He was twenty-eight years old, when he fet for-

ward upon his travels to Greece and Aſia ; the

faſhionable tour of all thofe, who travelled either

for curiofity or improvement : his firſt viſit was

to Athens, the capital feat of arts and ſciences ;

where fome writers tell us, that he ſpent three

years [x], though in truth it was but fix months :

hetook up his quarters with Antiochus, the prin-

cipal Philofopher of the old academy ; and under

this excellent mafter renewed, he ſays, thofe ftudies

which he had been fond offrom his earliest youth .

Here he met with his fchool-fellow T. Pompo-

nius, who from his love to Athens, and his ſpend-

ing a great part of his days in it, obtained the fur-

tra hominem difertiffimum ad Pontif. 33. pr. Cæcina. 33 .

contradicente Cotta, & Sulla [u] Brut. 437:

vivo, judicatum eft . Pr. dom . [x] Eufebii Chron.

name
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name of Atticus [y] ; and here they revivedand

confirmed that memorable friendſhip, which fub-

fifted between them through life, with fo cele-

brated a conftancy and affection. Atticus, being

an Epicurean, was often drawing Cicero from his

hoft Antiochus to the converfation of Phædrus

and old Zeno, the chief Profeffors of that fect, in

hopes of making him a convert ; on which ſub-

ject they uſed to have many difputes between them-

felves: butCicero's view in theſe vifits was but to

convince himself more effectually of the weakness of

that doctrine, by obfervinghow easily it might be con-

futed, when explaned even by the ableft teachers [z].

Yet he did not give himſelf up fo entirely to

Philofophy, as to neglect his rhetorical exercifes,

which he performed ftill every day very diligent-

ly with Demetrius the Syrian, an experienced

maſter of the art of fpeaking [a].

It was in this firſt journey to Athens, that he

was initiated moft probably into the Eleufinian my-

fteries: for though we have no account of the

time, yet we cannot fix it better than in a voyage

undertaken bothfor the improvementof his mind

and body. The reverence with which he always

fpeaks ofthefe myſteries, andthe hints that he has

dropt of their end and uſe, ſeem to confirm what

a very learned and ingenious writer has delivered

ofthem, that they were contrived to inculcate the

unity of God, and the immortality of the Soul [b]:

As for the firft, after obferving to Atticus, who

[] Pomponius- ita enim

fe Athenis collocavit, ut fit

pæne unus ex Atticis, & id

etiam cognomine videatur ha-

biturus. De Fin. 2 .
5.

[x] De Fin. 1. 5. de Nat.

Deor. 1. 21.

[ ] Eodem tamen tempo-

re apud Demetrium Syrum,

veterem & non ignobilem di-

cendi magiftrum ftudiofe ex-

erceri folebam. Brut. 437-

[b] See Mr. Warburton's

Divine Legation of Mofes,

Vol. I.

Was
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was one alſo ofthe initiated, how the Gods ofthe

popular religions were all but deceased mortals, ad-

vancedfrom earthto heaven, he bids him remember

the doctrine ofthe mysteries, in order to recollect the

univerfality ofthat truth : and as to the ſecond, he

declares his initiation to be infact, what the name

itſelf implied, a real beginning of life to him ; as it

taught the way, not onely ofliving with greater plea-

fure, but of dying alſo with a better hope [c].

[c]_Ipfi, illi, majorum gen-

tium Dii qui habentur, hine

anobis in cœlum profecti re-

perientur-reminifcere, quo-

niam es initiatus, quætradun-

tur myfteriis ; tum denique

quam hoc late pateat intelli-

ges. Tufc. Quæft. 1. 13 .

Initiaque, ut appellantur,

ita revera principia vitæ cog-

novimus : neque folum cum

lætitia vivendi rationem ac-

cepimus, fed etiam cum fpe

meliore moriendi . De Leg.

2. 14.

N.B. TheſeMyſteries were

celebrated at ſtated feafons of

the year, with folemn fhews

and a great pomp of machi-

nery, which drew a mighty

concourſe to them from all

countries. L. Craffus the

great Orator happened to

come twodays aftertheywere

over, and would gladly have

perfuaded the Magiftrates to

renew them, but not being

able to prevail, left the City

in difguft [ 1 ]: which fhews

FROM

how cautious they were of

making themtoo cheap, when

theyrefuſed the fight of them

out of the proper feafon, to

one of the firft Senators of

Rome. The fhews are fup-

pofed to have exhibited a re-

prefentation of Heaven, Hell,

Elyfium, Purgatory, and all

that related to the future ftate

of the dead ; being contriv-

ed to inculcate more fenfi-

bly, and exemplify the doc-

trines delivered to the initi-

ated and as they were a

proper fubject for Poetry, fo

they are frequently alluded to

bythe ancient Poets. Cicero,

in one of his Letters to At-

ticus, begs of him, at the re-

queft of Chilius, an eminent

Poet of that age, tofend them

a relation of the Eleufinian

rites, which were defigned

probably for an Epiſode or

Embellishment to fome of

Chilius's works [2 ] . This

confirms alfo the probability

of that ingenious comment,

which

[1] Diutius effem moratus, nifi Athenienfibus, quod myſteria non re-

ferrent, ad quæ biduo ferius veneram, fuccenfuiffem. De Orat. 3. 20.

[2] Chilius te rogat, & ego ejus rogatu 'Eumenṛıdŵr wárpia, Ad Att.

1. 51
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FROM Athens he paffed into Afia, where he

gathered about him all the principal Orators of

the country, who kept him company through

the rest of his voyage ; and with whom he con-

ſtantly exerciſed himſelf in every place, where he

made any ſtay. The chief of them, fays he, was

Menippus of Stratonica, the most eloquent of allthe

Afiatics ; and if to be neither tedious, nor imperti-

nent, be the characteristic of an Attic Orator, be

mayjustly be ranked in that clafs : Dionyfius alfo of

Magnefia, Afchylus of Cnidos, and Xenocles of A-

dramyttus were continually with me, who were rec-

koned the first Rhetoricians of Afia : nor yet content

with thefe, I went to Rhodes, and applied myſelf a-

gain to Molo, whom I had heard before at Rome ;

who was both an experienced Pleader, and a fine

writer, andparticularly expert in obferving thefaults

of hisfcholars, as well as in his method of teaching

and improving them : bis greatest trouble with me

was to reftrain the exuberance of ajuvenile imagina-

tion, always ready to overflow it's banks, within it's

due and proper channel [d] .

BUT as at Athens, where he employed himſelf

chiefly in philofophy, he did not intermit his ora-

torical ftudies, fo at Rhodes, where his chiefſtudy

was Oratory, he gave fome ſhare alſo of his time

to Philofophywith Pofidonius, the moſt eſteemed

and learned Stoic of that age ; whom he often

fpeaks of with honor, not onely as his master, but

as his friend [e]. It was his conftant care, that

which the fame excellent

writer has given on the fixth

book ofthe Eneid, whereVir-

gil, as he obferves, in de-

fcribing the defcent into Hell,

is but tracing out in their ge-

the

nuin order thefeveralſcenes of

the Eleufinianfhews [ 3 ] .

[d] Brut. 437.

[e] He mentions aſtory of

this Pofidonius, which Pom-

pey often uſed to tell ; that

[ 3] See Div. Legat, of Mofes, P. 182.

after
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the progreſs of his knowledge fhould keep pace

withthe improvement of his eloquence ; he con-

fidered the one as the foundation of the other,

and thought it in vain to acquire ornaments, be-

fore he had provided neceffary furniture : he de-

clamed here in Greek, becauſe Molo did not un-

derftand Latin ; and upon ending his declamation,

while the rest of the company were laviſh oftheir

praiſes, Molo, inftead of paying any compli-

ment, fat filent a confiderable time, till obferv-

ing Cicero fomewhat diſturbed at it, he ſaid, as

foryou, Cicero, I praife and admire you, but pity

the fortune of Greece, to fee arts and eloquence, the

onely ornaments which were left to her, tranfplant-

ed byyou to Rome [f]. Having thus finiſhed the

circuit of his travels, he came back again to Italy,

after the Mithridatic war, as

he was returning from Syria

towards Rome, he called at

Rhodes, onpurpoſe tohearhim ;

but being informed, on bisarri-

val there, that he was ex-

tremely ill ofthe gout, he had

a mindhowever tofeehim; and

in his vifit, when, after the

firft compliments, he began to

express his concern for finding

bim fo ill, that he could not

bave the pleasure to hear him:

But you can hear me, replied

Pofidonius; norfhallitbefaid,

that ontheaccountofanybodily

pain, Ifufferedfogreat aman

to come to me in vain: upon

whichhe enteredprefently into

an argument, as he lay upon

bis bed, ayd maintained with

great eloquence, that nothing

wasreallygood, but what was

boneft : andbeing all the while

in exquifite torture, he often

cried out, pain, thou shalt

never gain thy point; for be as

vexatious as thou wilt, Iwill

never own thee to be an evil.

This was the perfection of

Stoical Heroifm, to defy fenfe

and nature to the laſt : while

another poor Stoic, Dionyfius,

a Scholar of Zeno, the Foun-

der of the fect, when bythe

torture of the ftone, he was

forced to confefs, that what

his mafter had taught him was

falfe, and that he feltpain to

be an evil, is treated by all

their writers, as apoltroon

bafe defertor. Which fhews,

that all their boaſted firmneſs

was owing rather to a falſe

notion of honor and reputa-

tion, than to any real prin-

ciple, or conviction of rea-

fon. Nat. Deor. z . 24. de

Finib . 5. 31 .

and

[] Plutar, life of Cic.

after
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after an excurfion of two years, extremely im-

proved, and changed as it were into a new man :

the vehemence of his voice and action was moderat-

ed; the redundancy of his ftile and fancy corrected ;

bis lungs ftrengthened ; and his whole conftitution

confirmed [g].

THIS Voyage of Cicero feems to be the onely

ſcheme and pattern of travelling, from which a-

ny real benefit is to be expected : he did not ftir

abroad, till he had completed his education at

home; for nothing can be more pernicious to a

nation, than the neceffity of a foreign one ; and

after he had acquired in his own countrywhatever

was proper to form a worthy Citizen and Magi-

ftrate ofRome, he went confirmed by a maturity

of age and reafon againſt the impreffions of vice,

not fo much to learn as to poliſh what he had

learnt, by viſiting thofe places, where arts and

ſciences floriſhed in their greateft perfection. In

a tour the moſt delightfull of the world, he ſaw

everythingthat could entertain a curious traveller,

yet ſtaid no where any longer than his benefit, not

his pleaſure detained him. Byhis previous know-

ledge of the laws of Rome, he was able to com-

pare them with thoſe of other cities, and to bring

back with him whatever he found uſefull, either

to his country or to himfelf. He was lodged,

where-ever he came, in the houſes of the great

and the eminent ; not fo much for their birth and

wealth, as for their virtue, knowledge, and learn-

ing ; men honored and reverenced in their ſeveral

Cities, as the principal Patriots, Orators, and Phi-

lofophers of the age : theſe he made the conftant

companions of his travels ; that he might not lofe

theopportunity even onthe road, ofprofiting by

[g] Brut. 438.

2 their
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their advice and experience : and from fuch a

voyage, it is no wonder, that he brought back

everyaccompliſhment, which could improve and

adorn a man of fenfe.

POMPEY returned about this time victorious

from Afric ; where he had greatly enlarged the

bounds ofthe Empire, by the conqueft and additi-

on of many new countries to the Roman domi-

nion. Hewas received with great marks of refpect

by the Dictator Sylla, who went out to meet him

at the head of the nobility, and faluted him by

the title of Magnus, or the Great ; which from

that authority was ever after given to him by all

people. But his demand of a triumph diſguſted

both Sylla and the Senate ; who thought it too

ambitious in one, who had paffed through none

of the public offices, nor was of age to be a Se-

nator, to afpire to an honor, which had never

been granted, except to Confuls or Prætors : but

Pompey, infifting on his demand, extorted Sylla's

confent, and was the firft whofe triumphal car is

ſaid to have been drawn by Elephants, and the

onely one of the Equeftrian order who had ever

triumphed: which gave an unuſual joy to the

people, to fee a man oftheir own body obtainfo

fignal an honor; and much more, to fee him de-

fcend again from it to his old rank, and private

condition among the Knights [b].

WHILE Pompey, by his exploits in war, had

acquired the furname of theGreat, J. Cæfar, about

[b] Bellum in Africa maxi-

mum confecit, victorem exer-

citum deportavit. Quid vero

tam inauditum, quam Equi-

tem Rom. triumphare ? Pro

leg. Man. 21. Africa vero

tota fubacta-Magnique no-

mine,fpolio inde capto,Eques

VOL. I.

Romanus, id quod antea ne-

mo, curru triumphali invec-

tus eft. [Plin. Hift. Nat. 7.

26.] Romæ primum juncti

Elephantes fubiere currum

Pompeii Magni Africano tri-

umpho. Ib. 8. 2. Plutar. in

Pomp.

E fix
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fix years younger, wasgivingproofs likewife ofhis

military genius, and ferving as a volunteer at the

fiege ofMitylene ; a fplendid and florishingCity

of Lefbos, which had aflifted Mithridates in the

late war, and perfidiouſly delivered up to himM.

Aquilius, a perfon of Confular dignity, who had

been fent Embaffador to that King, and after the

defeat of the Roman army had taken refuge in

Mitylene, as in a place of the greateſt fecurity .

Mithridates is faid to have treated him with the

laft indignity ; carrying him about in triumph,

mounted upon an Afs, and forcing him to pro-

clame every where aloud, that he was Aquilius,

who had been the chief caufe of the war. But

theTownnowpaid dear for that treachery, being

taken by ſtorm , and almoſt demoliſhed by Q.

Thermus: though Pompey reſtored it afterwards

to it's former beauty and liberty, at the requeſt

of his favorite freedman Theophanes. In this

fiege Cæfar obtained the honor of a Civic crown ;

which, though made onely of oaken leaves, was

efteemed the moſt reputable badge of Martial

virtue ; and never beftowed, but for faving the

life of a Citizen, and killing at the fame time

an enemy [i].

SYLLA died while Cicero was at Athens, after

he had laid down the Dictatorship and reſtored

liberty to the Republic, and, with an uncommon

greatness ofmind, lived many months as a private

Senator and with perfect fecurity in that City

[ ] Quid Mitylene ? quæ

certe veftræ, Quirites, belli

lege, & victoriæ jure factæ

funt: Urbs & natura & fitu,

& defcriptione ædificiorum &

pulchritudine imprimis nobi-

lis. [ Deleg. Agrar. 2. 16] A

Thermo in expugnatione Mi-

tylenarum corona civica do-

natus eft. [ Suet. J. Cæf. z . ]

Hinc civicæ coronæ, militum

virtutis infigne clariffimum .

Plin . Hift. Nat . 16. 4. Vell .

Pat. 2. 18. Vid . Appian. Bell.

Mithrid. p . 184. Val . Max.

9. 13.

where

2
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where he had exerciſed the moſt bloody tyranny:

but nothing was thought to be greater in his cha-

racter, than that during the three years, in which

the Marians were mafters of Italy, he neither dif-

fembled his refolution of purfuing them by arms,

nor neglected the war which he had upon his

hands ; but thought it his duty, firſt to chaſtiſe a

foreign enemy, before he took his revenge upon

Citizens [k]. His family was noble and Patrician,

which yet, thro' the indolency of his Anceſtors,

had made no figure in the Republic for manyge-

nerations, and was almoſt funk into obfcurity, till

he produced it again into light, byafpiring tothe

honors ofthe State. He was a lover and patron

of polite letters ; having been carefully inftituted

himſelf in all the learning of Greece and Rome ;

but from a peculiar gaity of temper, and fondneſs

for the company of Mimics and Players, was

drawn, whenyoung, into a life of luxury and plea-

fure ; fo that when he was fent Queftor toMarius

in the Jugurthine war, Marius complained, that

in fo rough and defperate a fervice chance had

given himfo foft and delicate a Queftor. But whe-

ther roufed by the example, or ftung by the re-

proach ofhis General, he behaved himſelf in that

charge with the greateft vigor and courage, fuf-

feringno man to outdo him in any part of military

duty or labor, making himſelf equal and familiar

even to the loweſt of the foldiers, and obliging

them all by his good offices and his money ; fo

that hefoon acquired the favor of the army, with

[*] Vix quidquam in Syllæ

operibus clarius duxerim,

quam quod, cum per trien-

nium Cinnanæ Marianæque

partes Italiam obfiderent, ne-

que illaturum fe bellum eis

diffimulavit, nec quod erat in

manibus omifit ; exiftimavit

que ante frangendum hoftem,

quam ulcifcendum civem.

Vell. Pat. 2. 24.

E 2 the
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the character of abrave and ſkillfull Commander ;

and lived to drive Marius himſelf, baniſhed and

profcribed, into that very province where he had

been contemned byhim at firft as his Quæftor [4].

He had awonderfull faculty of concealing his paf-

fions and purpoſes, and was fodifferent from him-

felf in different circumftances, that he feemed as

it were to be two men in one : no man was ever

more mild and moderate before victory ; none more

bloody and cruel after it [m]. In war he practifed

the fame art, that he had feen fo fucceſsfull to

Marius, of raifing a kind of enthuſiaſm and con-

tempt ofdanger in his army, bytheforgery ofau-

Spices and divine admonitions : for which end he

carried always about with him a little ftatue of

Apollo takenfrom the Temple of Delphi ; and when-

everbe badrefolved to give battle, uſed to embrace it

infight ofthe foldiers, and beg the Speedy confirma-

tion of it's promises to him [ n]. From an uninter-

rupted courſe ofſucceſs and profperity he affumed

[] Gentis Patriciæ nobilis

fuit; familia prope jam ex-

ftineta majorum ignavia: lit-

teris græcis atque latinisjuxta

atque doctiffime eruditus.—

[ Salluft . Bell. Jugurth . 95. ]

Ufque ad Quæfturæ fuæ co-

mitia, vitam libidine, vino,

ludicræ artis amore inquina-

tam perduxit. Quapropter

C. Marium confulem molefte

tuliffe traditur, quod fibi,

afperrimum in Africa bellum

gerenti, tamdelicatusQuæftor

forte obveniffet, &c. [Val.

Max. 6. 9.] Salluft. ib.

[m] Adfimulanda negotia

altitudo ingenii incredibilis-

[ Salluft. ib. ] quætamdiverfa,

tamque inter fe contraria, fi

quis apud animum fuum ex-

pendere velit, duos in uno

homine Syllas fuiffe credide-

rit-[Vai. M. 6. 9. ] Adeo

enini Sylla fuit diffimilis bel-

lator acvictor, ut dum vincit

juftiffimo lenior ; poft victo-

riam audito fuerit crudelior-

ut in eodem homine duplicis

ac diverfiffimi animi confpi-

ceretur exemplum . Vell. Pat.

2. 25 .

[n] Quoties prælium com-

mittere deftinabat, parvum

Apollinis fignum Delphis fub-

latum, in confpectu militum

complexus, orabat, uti pro-

miffamaturaret. Val. M. 1. 2.

de Div. 1. 33 .

à fur-
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a furname, unknown before to the Romans, of

Felix or theFortunate ; and would have beenfortu-

nate indeed, fays Velleius, if hislife had ended with

bis victories [o] . Pliny calls it a wicked title,

drawn from the blood and oppreffion of his coun-

try; for which pofterity would think him more

unfortunate, even than thofe whom he had put to

death [p]. He had one felicity however peculiar

to himſelf, of being the onely man in hiftory, in

whom the odium ofthe moſt barbarous cruelties

was extinguiſhed by the glory of his great acts.

Cicero, though he had a good opinion of his

cauſe, yet deteſted the inhumanity of his victory,

and never ſpeaks of him with refpect, nor of his

government, but as a proper tyranny ; calling him

amafter ofthree most peftilent vices, luxury, avarice,

cruelty [q ] . He was the firft of his family, whofe

dead bodywas burnt : for having ordered Marius's

remains to be taken out of his grave, and throwninto

the river Anio, he was apprehenfive of the fame

infult upon his own, if left to the ufual way of

burial [7]. A little before his death, he made his

own Epitaph, the fumm of which was, that no

man bad ever gone beyond him, in doing good to his

friends, or burt to his enemies [s].

[ ] Quod quidem ufurpaf-

fetjuitiffime, fi eundem &vin-

cendi & vivendi finem habu-

iffet. Vell. Pat. 2. 27.

[P]Unushominum ad hoc

ævi Felicis fibi cognomen af-

feruit-civili nempe fan-

gúine, ac patriæ oppugnati-

one adoptatus, &c. Plin . Hift.

Nat. 7. 43.

[9]Qui trium peftiferorum

vitiorum, luxuriæ, avaritiæ,

crudelitatis magifter fuit. De

Fin. 3. 22. de Offic. 2. 8.

E 3
A s

[ ] Quod haud fcio an ti-

mens fuo corpori, primus e

Patriciis Corneliis igne voluit

cremari. De Leg. 2. 22 .

Val. Max. 9. 2 .

[ ] Plutarch. in Sylla.

The following Votive In-

fcription was found in Italy,

in the year 1723, near Ci-

cero's Arpinum , between

Atina and Sora, which had

been dedicated probably by

Sylla, about the time of his

affuming
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As foon as Sylla was dead, the old diffenfions,

that had been fmothered a while by the terror of

his power, burst out again into a flame between

the two factions, fupported feverally by the two

Confuls, Q. Catulus and M. Lepidus, who were

whollyoppofite to each other in partyand politics.

Lepidus refolved at all adventures to refcind the

acts of Sylla, and recall the exiled Marians ; and

began openlyto follicit the people to ſupport him

in that refolution : but his attempt, though plau-

fible, was factious and unfeaſonable, tending to

overturn the prefent fettlement of the Republic,

which after it's late wounds and lofs of civil blood,

wanted nothing fo much as reft and quiet, to re-

cover a tolerable degree of ftrength. Catulus's

father, the ableſt Stateſman of his time, and the

chiefaffertor ofthe Aristocraticalintereſt, had been

condemned to die by Marius : the fon therefore,

who inherited his virtues, as well as principles,

and was confirmed in them by a refentment of

that injury, vigorously oppofed and effectually

difappointed all the defigns of his Collegue , who

finding himselfunable to gain his end without re-

curring to arms, retired to his government of

Gaul, with intent to raiſe a force fufficient to fub-

due all oppofition ; where the fame of his levies

and military preparations gave fuch umbrage to

the Senate, that they foon abrogated his command.

Uponthis he came forward into Italy at the head

of a great army, and having poffeffed himſelf of

Etruria without oppofition, marched in an hoftile

manner towards the City, to the demand of a fe-

affuming the furname ofFe-

lix, foon after his first fuc-

cefs, and defeat of the Chiefs,

whowere inarms against him

at home.

IO VI

QUOD PERICVLVM

FELICITER EVASERIT

L. SVLLA

V. S. LA.

cond
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cond Confulfhip. He had with him ſeveral of the

chief Magiftrates, and the good wiſhes of all the

Tribuns, and hoped by the authority of the Ma-

rian cauſe, which was always favored by the po-

pulace, to advance himſelfinto Sylla's place, and

ufurp the foverein power of Rome. Catulus in

the mean time upon the expiration of his office,

was inveſted with Proconfular authority, and

charged with the defenfe ofthe government ; and

Pompey alfo, by a decree of the Senate, was

joined with him in the fame commiffion ; who

having united their forces before Lepidus could

reach the city, came to an engagement with him

near theMilvian bridge, within a mile or twofrom

the walls, where they totally routed and difperfed

his whole army. But the Cifalpine Gaul being

ftill in the poffeffion of his Lieutenant, M. Brutus,

the father of him who afterwards killed Cæfar,

Pompey marched forward to reduce that Pro-

vince: where Brutus, after fuftaining a fiege in

Modena, furrendered himſelf into his hands ; but

being conducted, as he defired, by a guard of

horſe to a certain village upon the Po, he was

there killed by Pompey's orders. This act was

cenfured as cruel and unjust, and Pompey gene-

rally blamed for killing a man of the firſt quality,

who had ſurrendered himſelf voluntarily and on

the condition of his life : but he acted probably

by the advice of Catulus, in laying hold of the

pretext ofBrutus's treafon, to deftroy a man, who,

from his rank and authority, might have been a

dangerous Head to theMarian party, and capable

of diſturbing that Ariftocracy, which Sylla had

eftabliſhed, and which the Senate and all the

better fort were very defirous to maintain. Le-

pidus efcaped into Sardinia, where he died foon

after of grief, to fee his hopes and fortunes fo

E 4 miferably
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miferably blaſted : and thus ended the civil war of

Lepidus, as the Roman writers call it, which,

though but fhort-lived, was thought confiderable

enough by Salluft to be made the fubject of a

diftinct Hiftory, of which feveral fragments are

ftill remaining [4].

As Cicerowas returning from his travels towards

Rome, full of hopes, and afpiring thoughts, his

ambition was checked, as Plutarch tells us, by

the Delphic Oracle : for upon confulting Apollo,

bywhat means he might arrive at the heigth of

glory, he was anſwered, by making his own genius,

and not the opinion of the people, the guide of his

life ; upon which he carried himſelf after his re-

turn with great caution, and was very ſhy of pre-

tending to public honors. But though the rule be

very good, yet Cicero was certainly too wife, and

had ſpenttoo much ofhis time with Philofophers,

to fetch it from an Oracle, which, according to

hisown account, had been in the utmoſt contempt

formany ages, and was confidered by all men of

fenfe as a mere impofture [u ]. But if he really

went to Delphi, of which we have not the leaſt

hint in any of his writings, we muſt impute it to

the fame motive, that draws fo manyTravellers

at this day totheHolyHoufe of Loretto ; the curio-

[ ] M. Lepido, Q. Catulo

Coif. civile bellum pæne ci-

tius oppreffum eft, quam in-

ciperet-fax illius metus ab

ipfo Syllæ rogo exarfit. Cu-

pidus namquererum novarum

per infolentiam Lepidus, acta

tanti viri refcindere parabat

nec immerito, fitamen poffet

fine magna clade Reipub.

&c. Flor. 3. 27. Vid. Plutar.

in Pomp. Appian. 1. 1. 416.

Salluft. Fragment. Hift. 1. 1 .

Val. Max. 6. 2. Pigh . Annal,

A. U. 676.

[u] Pyrrhi temporibusjam

Apollo verfus facere defierat

--cur ifto modo jam oracula

noneduntur, non modo noftra

ætate, fed jamdiu, ut modo

nihil poffit effe contemptius ?

Quomodo autem ifta vis eva-

nuit ? an poftquam homines

minus creduli effe cœperunt ?

De Div. 2. 56, 57.

fity
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fity of ſeeing a place fo celebrated through the

world for it's fanctity and riches. After his return

however, he was fo far from obferving that cau-

tion which Plutarch ſpeaks of, that he freely and

forwardly refumed his former employment of

pleading ; and after one year more ſpent at the

Bar, obtained in the next the dignity of Quaftor.

AMONGthe cauſes which he pleaded before his

Quæftorſhip was that of the famous Comedian

Rofcius, whom a fingular merit in his art had re-

commended to the familiarity and friendſhip of

the greatest men in Rome [x]. The cauſe was this;

one Fannius had made over to Rofcius ayoungflave,

to beformed byhim to the ftage, on condition of a

partnerſhip in the profits, which the flaveſhould ac

quire by acting: theflave was afterwards killed, and

Rofcius profecuted the Murthererfor damages, and

obtained, by a compofition, a littlefarm worthabout

eight bundred pounds, for hisparticular pare : Fan-

nius alfo fued feparately, and was fuppofed to have

gained as much, butpretending to have recovered no-

thing, fued Rofcius for the moiety of what hehad re-

ceived. One cannot but obferve from Cicero's

pleadingthe wonderfull efteem and reputation in

which Rofcius then florifhed, of whom he draws

a very amiable picture. Has Rofcius then, ſays

he, defrauded bis partner ? Canfuch a stain stick

upon fuch a man ? who, Ifpeak it with confidence,

has more integrity thanſkill, more veracity than ex-

perience: whom the people of Rome know to be a

better man than he is an Actor; and while he makes

the firft figure on the ftage for his art, is worthy of

the Senatefor his virtue [y]. In another place he

fays

[x] Nec vulgi tantum fa-

vorem, verum etiam princi-

pum familiaritates amplexus

eft. Val. Max. 8. 7.

-

[y] Quem pop. Rom. me-

liorem virum, quam hiftrio-

nem effe arbitratur ; qui ita

digniffi-
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fays of him, that he was fuch an artist, as tofeem

the onely one fit to come upon the ftage ; yet fuch a

man, as to feem the onely one unfit to come upon it at

all [z] : and that his action was fo perfect and ad-

mirable, that when a man excelled in any other pro-

feffion, it wasgrown into a proverbto call hima Rof-

cius [ a] . His dayly pay for acting is faid to have

been about thirty poundsfterling [ b]. Pliny com-

putes his yearly profit at four thousand pounds[c] ;

but Cicero feems to rate it at five thouſand. He

was generous, benevolent, and a contemner of

money ; and after he had raiſed an amplefortune

from the ſtage, gave his pains to the publick for

manyyears without any pay : whence Cicero urges

it as incredible, that he, who in tenyears paft might

boneftly have gained fifty thousand pounds, whichhe

refufed, fhould be tempted to commit afraudfor the

paultry fum of four hundred [d ].

Ar the of Cicero's return from Greece,

there reigned in the Forum two Orators of noble

birth and great authority, Cotta and Hortenfius,

whofe glory inflamed him with an emulation of

their virtues. Cotta's way ofspeaking was calm and

eafy, flowing with great elegance and propriety of

diction ; Hortenfius's fprightly, elevated, and warm-

ing both by his words and action ; who being the

nearer to him in age, about eight years older, and

excelling in his own taft and manner, was confidered

digniffimus eft Scena, propter

artificium, ut digniffimus fit

Curia, propter abftinentiam .

Pr. Q. Rofc. 6.

[*] Pro Quinct. 25.

[a] Ut in quo quiique ar-

tificio excelleret, is in fuo ge-

nere Rofcius diceretur. De

Orat. 1. 28.

[b] Ut mercedem diurnam

de publico mille denarios fo-

lus acceperit. Macrob. Sa-

turn. 2. 10 .

Plin.

[c] HS. quingenta annua

meritaffe prodatur.

Hift. Nat. 7. 39 .

[d] Decem his annis pro-

ximis HS. fexagies honeftif-

fime confequi potuit : noluit.

Pro Rofcio, 8.

by
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by him more particularly as his pattern, or compe-

titorrather in glory [e ] . The bufinefs ofpleading,

though a profeffion of all others the moft labori-

ous, yet was not mercenary, or undertaken for

any pay ; for it was illegal to take money, or to

accept even a prefent for it : but the richest, the

greateft, and the nobleft of Rome freely offered

their talents to the ſervice of their citizens, as the

commonGuardiansand Protectors ofthe innocent

and diftreffed [f]. This was a conſtitution as old

as Romulus, who affigned the patronage of the

people to the Patricians or Senators, without fee

or reward: but in fucceding ages, when, through

the avarice of the Nobles, it was become a cuſtom

for all Clients to make annual prefents to their

Patrons, by which the body ofthe Citizens was

made tributary as it were to the Senate, M. Cin-

cius, a Tribun, publiſhed a law, prohibiting all

Senators to take money or gifts on any account, and

efpeciallyfor pleading caufes. In the conteſt about

this law, Cicero mentions a fmart reply made by

the Tribun to C. Cento, one of the Orators who

oppofed it; forwhen Cento afked him with fome

fcorn, What is it, my little Cincius, that you are

making all this ftir about ? Cincius replied, that

you, Caius, may pay for what you use [g]. We

muft

[e] Duo tum excellebant

Oratores, qui me imitandi cu-

piditate incitarent, Cotta &

Hortenfius, &c. Brut. 440.

[ Diferti igitur hominis,

& facile laborantis, quodque

in patriis eft moribus, multo-

rum caufas & non gravate &

gratuito defendentis, benefi-

cia & patrocinia late patent.

De Offic. 2. 19.

[g] Quid legem Cinciam

de donis & muneribus, nifi

quia vectigalis jam & ftipen

diaria plebs effe Senatui coe-

perat ? [ Liv. 34.4 . ] Confur-

gunt Patres legemque Cinci-

am flagitant, qua cavetur an-

tiquitus, ne quisob caufam.

orandam pecuniam donumve

accipat. [Tacit. Annal. 11 .

5.3 M.Cincius, quo die legem

de donis & muneribus tulit,

cum C. Cento prodiiffet, &

fatis
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muſt not imagine however, that this generofityof

the Great was wholly difinterefted, or without any

expectation of fruit ; for it brought the nobleft

which a liberal mind could receive, the fruit of

praife and honor from the public voice of their

country it was the proper inftrument of their

ambition, and the fure means of advancing them

to the firſt dignities of the State : they gave their

labors to the people, and the people repaid them

withthe honors and preferments which they had

the power to beſtow : this was a wife and happy

conftitution, where by a neceffary connection be-

tween virtue and honor, they ferved mutually to

produce and perpetuate each other ; where the

reward of honors excited merit, and merit never

failed to procure honors ; the onely policy which

can make a nation great and profperous.

THUS the three Orators juft mentioned, accord-

ing to thecuſtom and conftitution ofRome, were

all feverally employed this fummer in fuing for

the different Offices, to which their different age

and rank gave them a right to pretend ; Cottafor

the Confulfhip, Hortenfus the Edileship, Cicero the

Quaftorship ; in which they all fucceded : and

Cicero efpecially had the honor to be chofen the

first of all his competitors by the unanimous fuffrage

of the Tribes; and in the first year in which he was

capable of it bylaw, the thirtyfirft of his age [b].

THE Quaftors were the general Receivers or

Treaſurers of the Republic ; whofe number had

fatis contumeliofe, quid fers

Cinciole ? quafiffet ; ut emas,

inquit, Cai, fi uti velis. Cic.

de Orat. 2. 71 .

This Cincian law was

made in the year of Rome

549; and recommended to

the people, as Cicero tells

us, by Q. Fabius Maximus,

in the extremity of his age.

De Senect . 4. Vid. Pigh.

Annal. tom. 2. p. 218.

[ ] Me cum Quæftorem

in primis cunctis fuffragiis

populus Romanus faciebat.

In Pif. 1. Brut. 440.

been
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been gradully enlarged with the bounds and re-

venues of the Empire from two to twenty, as it

nowſtood from the laft regulation of Sylla. They

were fent annually into the feveral Provinces, one

with every Proconful or Governor, to whom they

were the next in authority, and had the proper

equipage of Magiftrates, the Litors carryingthe

Fafces before them; which was not however al-

lowed to them at Rome. Befides the care ofthe

revenues, it was their bufinefs alfo to providecorn

and all forts of grain for the uſe of the armies

abroad, and the public confumption at home.

THIS was the firſt ſtep in the legal afcent and

gradation of public honors, whichgave an imme-

diate right to the Senate, and after the expiration

ofthe office an actual admiffion into it during life :

and though ſtrictly speaking none were held to be

complete Senators, till they were enrolled at the

next Luftrum in the lift of the Cenfors, yet that was

onely a matter of form, and what could not be

denied to them, unleſs for the charge and noto-

riety offome crime, forwhich everyother Senator

was equally liable to be degraded. Thefe Quaftors

therefore, chofen annually by the people, were

the regular and ordinary ſupply of the vacancies

of the Senate, which confifted at this time of a-

bout five hundred : by which excellent inftitution

the way to the bigbeft Order of the State was laid

open to the virtue and induſtry of every private citi-

zen; and the dignity of this Soverein Council

maintained by a fucceffion of members, whofe

diſtinguiſhed merit had firſt recommended them

to the notice and favor of their Country [i].

THE

[ Quæftura, primus gra-

dus honoris-[inVer.Act. 1 .

4.3 PopulumRomanum, cujus

honoribus in ampliffimo con

cilio, & in altiffimo gradu dig-

nitatis, atque in hac omnium

3

terrarum
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THE Confuls of this year were Cn . Octavius

and C. Scribonius Curio ; the firft was Cicero's

particularfriend, aperfon offingular humanityand

benevolence, but cruelly afflicted with the gout ;

whom Cicero therefore urges as anexampleagainſt

the Epicureans, tofhew, that a life fupported by in-

nocence could not be made miferable bypain [k] . The

fecond was a profeffed Orator, or Pleader at the

Bar, where he fuftained fome credit, without any

otheraccompliſhment of art or nature, than a cer-

tain purity andfplendor of language, derived from

the inftitution of a Father, who was efteemed for

his eloquence: his action was vehement, with ſo .

abfurd a manner of waving his bodyfrom onefideto

the other, as to give occafion to a jeſt upon him,

that be bad learnt to speak in a boat. They were

terrarum arce collocati fu-

mus.
[Poſt red. ad Sen. 1. ]

Ita Magiftratus annuos crea-

verunt, ut concilium Senatus

Reip. proponerent fempiter-

num ; deligerentur autem in

id concilium ab univerfo po-

pulo, aditufque in illum fum-

mum ordinem omnium civi-

um induſtriæ ac virtuti pate-

ret. Pro Sext. 65.

This account of the man-

ner of filling up the Senate

is confirmed by many other

-paffages of Cicero's works :

for example ; when Cicero

was elected Edile, the next

fuperior Magiftrate to the

Quaftor, and before his en-

trance into that Office, he

took a journey into Sicily to

collect evidence againft Ver-

res ; in the account of which

voyage he fays, that he went

at his own charges, though a

Senator, into that Province,

where he had before been

Quæftor. [ In Verr. 1. 1.6. ]

Again ; when the Govern-

ment of Cilicia was allotted

to him, he begged of young

Curio, as he did of all his

friends in the Senate, not to

fuffer it to be prolonged to

him beyond the year. In his

abfence, Curio, who before

had been onely Quæftor, was

elected Tribun ; upon which

Cicero, in a congratulatory

Letter to him on that pro-

motion, taking occafion to

renew his former requeſt,

fays, that he afked it of him

before, as of a Senator ofthe

nobleft birth, and a youth of

the greatest interest ; but now

of aa Tribun of thepeople, who

had the power to grant him

what he asked. Ep. fam. 2.7.

[k] De Finib. 2. 28.

both
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both ofthem however good Magiftrates ; fuch as

the preſent ſtate of the Republic required, firm to

the intereſts of the Senate, and the late eſtabliſh-

ment made by Sylla, which the Tribuns were la-

boring byall their arts to overthrow. Theſe Con-

fuls therefore were called before the people by Si-

cinius, a bold and factious Tribun, to declare their

opinion about the revocation of Sylla's acts, and the

restoration ofthe Tribunicianpower, which was now

the onely queſtion that engaged the zeal and at-

tention of the City : Curio ſpoke much againſt it

with his ufual vehemence and agitation of body ;

while Octavius fat by, crippled with the gout,

and wrapped up in plaifters and ointments : when

Curio had done, the Tribun, a man of a humo-

rous wit, told Octavius, that he could never make

amends to his Collegue for the fervice of that day;

for if he had not taken fuchpains to beat away the

flies, they would certainly have devoured him [1].

But while Sicinius was purfuing his feditious

practices, and uſing all endeavours to excite the

people to fome violence againſt the Senate, he

was killed by the management of Curio, in a

tumult of his own raifing [m].

We have no account of the preciſe time of

Cicero's marriage ; which was celebrated moſt

probably in the end of the preceding year, im-

mediately after his return to Rome, when he was

about thirty years old : it cannot be placed later,

becauſe his daughter was married the year be-

[7] Curio copia nonnulla

verborum, nullo alio bono,te-

nuit Oratorum locum . [Brut.

350. it. 323. ] Motus erat is,

quem C. Julius in perpetuum

notavit, cum ex eo, in utram-

que partem toto corpore va-

cillante, quæfivit, quis loque-

retur e lintre-Nunquam,in-

quit, Octavi, College tuo gra-

tiam referes : qui nifi fe fuo

more jactaviffet, hodie te iſtic

mufce comediffent. Ib.324.

[m] Vid. Salluft. Fragm.

Hilt . 1. 3. Orat. Macri. Pigh.

Ann . 677.

fore
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fore his Confulfhip, at the age onely of thirteen ;

though we fuppofe her to be born this year on

the fifth of Auguft, which is mentioned to be her

birth-day [ n]. Nor is there any thing certain

delivered of the family and condition of his wife

Terentia ; yet from her name, her great for-

tune, and berfifter Fabia's being one of the Vestal

Virgins [o], we may conclude, that he was no-

bly defcended. This year therefore was parti-

cularly fortunate to him, as it brought an in-

creaſe not onely of iffue, but of dignity into his

family, by raifing it from the Equestrian to the

Senatorian rank; and by this early taft of popu-

lar favor gave him a fure prefage of his future

advancement to the fuperior honors of the Re-

public.

[n] Nonis Sextil. ad Att.

4. I.

[ ] Afcon. Orat. in Tog.

cand.

SECT.
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SECT. II.

HE Provinces of the Quæftors being di-

ſtributed to them always by lot, the Iſland

of Sicily happened to fall to Cicero's fhare [a].

This was the first country, which, after the re-

duction of Italy, became a prey to the power of

Rome [b], and was then thought confiderable

enough to be divided into two Provinces of Li-

lybeum and Syracufe ; the former of which was

allotted to Cicero : for though they were both

united at this time under one Prætor or fupreme

Governor, S. Peducæus, yet they continued ftill

to have each ofthem a diftinct Quæftor [c]. He

received this Office, not as a gift, but a truft ;

and confidered it, he fays, as a public Theater, in

whichthe eyes of the world were turned upon
bim;

and that he might act his part with the greater

credit, refolved to devote his whole attention to

it ; and to deny himſelf every pleaſure, every

gratification of his appetites, even the moſt in-

nocent and natural, which could obftruct the

laudable diſcharge of it [d].

[a] Me Quæftorem Sicili-

enfis excepit annus. Brut.

440.

[6 ] Prima omnium, id

quod ornamentum Imperii

eft, provincia eft appellata.

In Verr. 1. 3. 1.

[ ] Quæftores utriufque

Provinciæ, qui ifto Prætore

fuerunt. Ib. 4.

[d] Ita Quæftor fum fac-

VOL. I.

tus, ut mihi honorem illum

non folum datum, fed etiam

creditum, ut me Quæfturam-

que meam quafi in aliquo ter-

rarum orbis theatro verfari

exiftimarem ; ut omnia fem-

per, quæ jucunda videntur

effe, non modo his extraor-

dinariis cupiditatibus, fed e-

tiam ipfi naturæ ac neceffitati

denegarem . InVerr. 1.5.14.

F SICILY
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SICILY was ufually called the Granary of the

Republic [e ] ; and the Quæftor's chief employ-

ment in it was to fupply corn and provifions for

the uſe of the City : but there happening to be a

peculiar fcarcity this year at Rome, it made the

people very clamorous, and gave the Tribuns an

opportunity ofinflaming themthe more eaſily, by

charging it to the lofs of the Tribunician power, and

their being left a prey by that means to the op-

preffions of the great [f]. It was neceffary there-

fore to the public quiet, to fend out large and

fpeedy fupplies from Sicily, by which the Iſland

was like to be drained ; fo that Cicero had a dif-

ficult task to furnish what was fufficient for the

demands ofthe City, without being grievous at

the fame time to the poor natives : yet he ma-

naged the matter with fo much prudence and ad-

drefs, that he made very great exportations, with-

out any burthen upon the Province ; fhewing

great courteſy all the while to the dealers, juftice

to the merchants, generofity to the inhabitants,

humanity to the allies ; and in fhort, doing all

manner ofgood offices to every body ; bywhich

he gained the love and admiration of all the Sici-

lians, who decreed greater honors to him at his de-

parture, than they had ever decreed before to any of

their Chief Governors [g]. During his refidence

in the Country, feveral young Romans of quality,

who ferved in the army, having committed fome

[e] Ille M. Cato fapiens,

cellam penariam Reipublicæ,

nutricem plebis Romanæ Si-

ciliam nominavit. In Verr.

1. 2. 2 .

[f] Vid. Orat. Cottæ in

fragment. Salluft.

[g] Frumenti in fumma

caritate maximum numerum

miferam : negociatoribus co-

mis, mercatoribus juftus, mu-

nicipibus liberalis, fociis ab-

ftinens, omnibus eram vifus

in omni officio diligentiffimus:

excogitati quidam erant a Si-

culis honores in me inauditi.

Pr. Planc. 26.

great
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great diſorder and offence againſt martial difci-

pline, ran away to Rome forfear of punishment ;

where being feized by the Magiftrates, they were

fent backto be tried before the Prætor in Sicily : but

Cicero undertook their defence, and pleaded for

them fo well, that he got them all acquitted [b] ;

and by that means obliged many confiderable fa-

milies of the City.

IN the hours of leifure from his Provincial

affairs, he employed himſelf very diligently, as

he uſed to do at Rome, in his rhetorical ftudies;

agreeably to the rule which he conftantly incul-

cates, never to let one day pass withoutfome exercife

of that kind: fo that on his return from Sicily his

oratorial talents were, accordingto his own judge-

ment, in their fullperfection and maturity [i]. The

Country itſelf, famous of old for it's fchool ofelo-

quence, might afford a particular invitation to the

revival of thofe ftudies : for the Sicilians, as he

tells us, being a fharp and litigious people, and after

the expulfion of their Tyrants, having many contro-

verfies among themselves about property, which re-

quired much pleading, were the first who invented

rules and taught an art offpeaking, of which Corax

and Tyfias were the first Profeffors : an art which,

above all others, owes it's birth to liberty, and

can never florifh but in a free air [k ] .

[b] Plutarch's life of Cic.

[] Jam videbatur illud in

me, quicquid effet, effe per-

fectum, & habere maturita

tem quandam fuam. Brut.

440.

[4] Cum fublatis in Sici-

lia tyrannis res private longo

intervallo judiciis repeteren-

tur, tum primum, quod effet

acuta illa gens & controverfa

natura, artem & præcepta Si-

culos Coracem & Tyfiam con-

fcripfifie . Brut. 75. Hac

una res in omni liberopopulo,

maximeque in pacatis, tran-

quillifque civitatibus femper

floruit, femperque dominata

eft . De Orat. 1. 8.

F 2 BEFORE



68 The HISTORY of the Life

BEFORE he left Sicily he made the tour ofthe

Inland, to ſee every thing in it that was curious,

and eſpecially the city of Syracufe, which had

always made the principal figure in it's hiſtory.

Here his firſt requeſt to the Magiftrates, who were

fhewinghimthe curiofities of the place, was, tolet

him fee the tomb of Archimedes, whofe name had

done fo much honor to it ; but to his furprize he

perceived, that they knew nothing at all ofthe

matter, and even denied that there was any fuch

tomb remaining yet as he was affured of it be-

yond all doubt by the concurrent teftimony of

writers, and remembered the verfes infcribed, and

that there was a Sphere with a Cylinder engraved

on fome part of it, he would not be diffuaded

from the pains of fearching it out. When they

had carried him therefore tothe gate, where the

greateſt number of their old Sepulchers ftood, he

obferved, in a fpot overgrown with fhrubs and

briars, a fmall Column, whofe head juſt appeared

above the buſhes, with the figure of a Sphere and

Cylinder upon it ; this, he prefently told the company,

was the thing that they were lookingfor ; andfend-

ing in fome men to clear the ground of the brambles

and rubbish, he found the infcription alſo which he

expected, though the latter part ofall the verfes was

effaced. Thus, fays he, one of the nobleft Cities of

Greece, and oncelikewife the mostlearned, hadknown

nothing of the Monument of it's most deferving and

ingenious Citizen, if it had not been discovered to

them byaNative of Arpinum [1] . At the expira-

tion of his year he took leave of the Sicilians bya

kind and affectionate fpeech, affuring them of his

protection in all their affairs at Rome ; in which

he was as good as his word, and continued ever

[/] Tufc. Quaft. 5. 3 .

after
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after their conftant Patron, to the great benefit

and advantage of the Province.

He came away extremely pleaſed with the fuc-

cefs of his adminiftration ; and flattering himſelf,'

that all Rome was celebrating his praiſes, and that

the people wouldreadily grant him everything that he

defired; inwhich imagination he landed at Puteoli,

a confiderable port adjoining to Baiæ, the chief

feat of pleaſure in Italy, where there was a perpe-

tual refort of all the rich and the great, as well for

the delights of it's fituation, as the uſe of it's baths

and hotwaters. But here, as he himſelf pleaſantly

tells the ftory, he was not a little mortified bythe

first friend whom he met ; who asked him, How

long he had left Rome, and what news there ? when

be answered, That he camefrom theProvinces : From

Afric, Ifuppofe, fays another : and upon his reply-

ing withfome indignation, No ; I come from Sicily:

a third, whostood by, and had a mind to be thought

wifer, faid prefently, How! didyou not know that

Cicero was Quaftor of Syracufe? Upon which, per-

ceiving itin vain to be angry, hefell into thehumorof

the place, and made himself one ofthe company who

came tothe waters. This mortification gave fome

little check to his ambition, or taught him rather

how to apply it more fuccefsfully ; and did him

more good, he fays, than if he had received all the

compliments that he expected ; for it made him re-

flect , that thepeople of Rome bad dull ears, butquick

eyes ; and that it was his buſineſs to keep himſelf al-

ways in theirfight ; nor to be fo follicitous bow to

make them bear of him, as to make themfee him:

fo thatfrom this moment be refolved to stick close to

the Forum, and to live perpetually in the view ofthe

City; nor tofuffer either his porter or hisfleep to

binder any man's accefs to him [m].

[m] Pro Plancio, 26.

F 3 Ат
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AT his return to Rome he found the Conful,

L. Lucullus, employing all his power to repell the

attempts of a turbulent Tribun, L. Quinctius, who

had a manner of Speaking peculiarly adapted to in-

flame the multitude, and wasperpetually exerting it,

to perfuade them to reverfe Sylla's acts [ n] . Thefe

acts were odious to all who affected popularity,

efpecially to the Tribuns, who could not brook

with any patience the diminution of their ancient

power; yet all prudent men were defirous to fup-

port them, as the beft foundation of a lafting peace

and firm fettlement ofthe Republic. The Tribun

Sicinius madethe firft attack upon them foon after

Sylla's death, but loft his life in the quarrel ;

which, instead of quenching, added fuel to the

flame ; fo that C. Cotta, one of the next Confuls,

a man of moderate principles and obnoxious to

neither party, made it his buſineſsto mitigate theſe

heats, bymediating between the Senate and the

Tribuns, and remitting a part ofthe reſtraint that

Sylla had laid upon them, fo far as to reſtore them

to a capacity ofholding the fuperior Magiftracies.

But a partial reftitution could not fatisfy them ;

they were as clamorous ftill as ever, and thought

it a treachery to be quiet, till they had recovered

their whole rights : for which purpofe Quinctius

wasnow imitating his predeceffor Sicinius, and ex-

citingthepopulace to dothemfelvesjuſtice againſt

their oppreflors, nor fuffer their power and liber-

ties to be extorted from thembythe Nobles. But

thevigor ofLucullus prevented himfrom gaining

anyfarther advantage, or making any impreffion

this year to the diſturbance of the public peace [o].

C. VERRES,

[n] Homo cum fumma po-

teftate præditus, tum ad in-

flammandos animos multitu-

dinis accommodatus. Pro

Cluent. 29. Plutarch. in Lu-

cull.

[o] Nifi forte C. Cotta, ex

factione media Conful, aliter

quam
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C. VERRES, of whom we fhall have occafion

to ſay more hereafter, was now alfo Prator ofthe

City, or the fupreme Adminiftrátor of Juſtice ;

whofe decrees were not reftrained tothe ſtrict letter

of the law, but formed ufually upon the princi-

ples of common equity ; which, while it gives a

greater liberty of doing what is right, gives a

greater latitude withal of doing wrong ; and the

power was never in worſe hands, or more cor-

ruptly adminiftred than by Verres : for there was

not a man in Italy, fays Cicero, who had alaw-fuit

at Rome, but knew, that the rights and properties

of the Romanpeople were determined by the willand

pleaſure ofhis whore [p].

THERE was a very extraordinary Commiffion

granted this year to M. Antonius, thefather ofthe

Triumvir ; the infpection and command of all the

coafts ofthe Mediterranean : a boundless power, as

Cicero calls it [q ] , which gave him an opportunity

of plundering the Provinces, and committing all

kinds ofoutrage on the Allies. He invaded Crete

without any declaration of war, on purpoſe to en-

flave it, and with fuch an affurance of victory, that

becarriedmore fetters with him than arms [r] . But

he met with the fate that he deferved : for the

quam metu jura quædam tri-

bunis pleb. reftituit ; & quan-

quam L. Sicinius primus de

poteftate tribunicia loqui au-

fus, muffitantibus vobis cir-

cumventus erat.-- Lucullus fu-

periore anno quantis animis

ierit in L. Quinetium, vidi-.

ftis.-Vid. Salluft . Hift .Frag-

ment. 1. 3. Orat. Macri Li-

cinii. Plut. in Lucull.

[ ] Ut nemo tam ruftica-

nus homo, Romam ex ullo

municipio vadimonii caufa

venerit, quin fciret jura om-

nia Prætoris urbani nutu at-

que arbitrio Chelidonis me-

retriculæ gubernali . In Verr.

5. 13.

[9] M. Antonii infinitum

illud imperium. Ib. 2. 3 .

[r] Primus invafit infulam

M. Antonius, cum ingenti

quidem victoriæ fpe atque fi-

ducia, adeo ut plures catenas

in navibus, quam arma por-

taret . Flor. 3. 7.

F 4 Cretans
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Cretans totally routed him in a naval engage-

ment, and returned triumphant into their ports,

with the bodies of their enemies hanging ontheir

mafts. Antonius died fcon after this difgrace,

infamous in his character, nor in any respect abet-

ter man, fays Afconius, than his fon [ s]. But

Metellus made the Cretans pay dear for their

triumph, by the intire conqueft of their country :

in which war, as Florus fays, if the truth muſt be

told, the Romans were the aggreffors ; and though

theycharged the Cretans with favoring Mithridates,

yet their real motive was, the defire of conquering

fo noble an Inland [t].

MITHRIDATES alfo had now renewed the

war againſt Rome ; encouraged to it by the di-

verfion which Sertorius was giving at the fame

time in Spain to their beſt troops and ableft Gene-

rals, Metellus and Pompey : fo that Lucullus,

who on the expiration of his Confulfhip had the

Province of Afia allotted to him, obtained with

it of courſe the command ofthis war. But while

their arms were thus employed in the different

extremities of the Empire, an ugly diſturbance

broke out at home, which, though contemptible

enough in it's origin, began in a fhort time to

fpread terror and confternation through all Italy.

It took it's rife from afew Gladiators, fcarce above

thirty at the first, who broke out of their ſchool at

Capua, and having feized a quantity of arms, and

drawn a number of flaves after them, pofted

themſelves on Mount Vefuvius : here they were

[ ] Antonium, cum mul-

ta contra fociorum falutem,

multa contra utilitatem pro-

vinciarum & faceret & cogi-

taret, in mediis ejus injuriis

& cupiditatibus mors oppref-

fit. In Verr. 3. 91 .

nos

[ ] Creticum bellum ,

vera volumus nofcere,

fecimus fola vincendi nobilem

infulam cupiditate. Flor. ib.

preſently
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preſently furrounded by the Prator Clodius Glaber,

with a good body of regular troops ; but forcing

their way through them with fword in hand, they

affaultedand took his camp, and made themſelves

maſters of all Campania. From this fuccefs their

numbers preſently increaſed to the ſize of a juft

army offorty thouſand fighting men: with which

they made head againſt the Roman legions, and

fuftained a vigorous war for three years in the

very bowels of Italy ; where they defeated ſeveral

Commanders ofConfular and Prætorian rank ; and,

puffed up with their victories, began to talk of

attacking Rome. But M. Craffus the Prætor, to

whom the war was committed, having gathered

about him all the forces which were near home,

chaftifed their infolence, and drove them before

him to the extremity of Rhegium ; where, for

want of veffels to make their efcape, the greateſt

part was deſtroyed, and among them their General

Spartacus, fighting bravely to thelaſt at the head

of his defperate troops [u]. This was called the

fervile war, for which Craffus bad the honor

Ovation ; it being thought beneath the dignity ofthe

Republic to grant afull Triumphfor the conquest of

flaves : but to bring it as near as poffible to a

Triumph, Craffus procured a fpecial decree of

the Senate to authorize him to wear the laurel

Crown, which was the proper ornament of the

Triumph, as myrtle was of the Ovation [x].

THE Sertorian war happened to be finished alfo

'fortunately near the fame time. The author of it,

Sertorius, was bred under C. Marius, with whom

he had ferved in all his wars, with a fingular repu-

tation, not onely of martial virtue, but ofjuftice

[u] Vid. Flor. 3. 20.

[x] Plut. inCraff.-Craffe,

quid eft, quod confecto for-

midolofiffimo bello, coronam

illam lauream tibi tantopere

decerni volueris ? In Piſon.24.

and
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and clemency : for though he was firm to theMa-

rian party, he always diſliked and oppoſed their

cruelty, and advifed a more temperate ufe oftheir

power. After the death of Cinna, he fell into

Sylla's hands, along with the Conful Scipio, when

the army abandoned them : Sylla difmiffed him

with life, on the account perhaps of his known

moderation ; yet taking him to bean utterenemy

to his caufe, he foon after profcribed and drove

him to the neceffity offeeking his fafety in foreign

countries. After feveral attempts on Afric and

the coafts of the Mediterranean, he found a fet-

tlement in Spain, whither all who fled from Syl-

la's cruelty reforted to him, of whom he formed

a Senate, which gave laws to the whole Province.

Here, by his great credit and addrefs, he raiſed

a force fufficient to fuftain a war of eight years

againſt the whole power of the Republic ; and to

make it a queſtion, whether Rome or Spainfhould

poffefs the empire of the world. Q. Metellus, an

old experienced Commander, was fent against him

fingly at firft ; but was fo often baffled and cir-

cumvented by his fuperior vigor and dexterity,

that the people ofRomewere forced to fend their

favorite Pompey to his affiftance, with the beſt

troops of theEmpire. Sertorius maintained his

ground against them both ; and after many en-

gagements, in which he generally came off equal,

oftenfuperior, was bafely murthered at a private

feaft by the treachery of Perperna ; who, being

the next to him in command, was envious of his

glory, and wanted to ufurp his power. Perperna

was of noble birth, and had been Prætor of Rome,

where he took up arms with the Conful Lepidus,

to reverfe the acts of Sylla, and recall the pro-

fcribed Marians, and after their defeat carried off

the beſt part of their troops to the fupport of

Sertorius :
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Sertorius [y] but inſtead of gaining what he

expected from Sertorius's death, he ruined the

caufe, of which he had made himſelf the chief,

and put an end to a war that was wholly fup-

ported bythe reputation of the General: for the

revolted Provinces prefently fubmitted ; and the

army having no confidence in their new leader,

was eafily broken and difperfed, and Perperna

himſelf taken prifoner.

POMPEY is celebrated on this occafion for an

act of great prudence and generofity : for when

Perperna, in hopes of faving his life, offered to

make fome important diſcoveries, and to put into

his hands all Sertorius's papers, in which were

feveral letters from the principal Senators of Rome,

preffing him to bring his army into Italyfor thefake

of overturning the prefent Government, be ordered

the papers to be burnt without reading them, and

Perperna to be killed without feeing him [z] . He

knew, that the beſt way of healing the diſcontents

ofthe City, where faction was perpetually at work

[y] Sylla & Confulem, ut

prædiximus, exarmatumque

Sertorium, proh quanti mox

belli facem & multos alios

dimifit incolumes . Vell. Pat.

2. 25.29.

Jam Africa, jam Baleari-

bus Infulisfortunam expertus,

miffufque in oceanum--tan-

dem Hifpaniam armavit -

Satis tanto hofti uno Impera-

tore refiftere res Romana non

potuit : additus Metello Cn.

Pompeius. Hi copias viri

diù, & ancipiti femper acie

attrivere : nec tamen prius

bello, quam fuorum fcelere,

& infidiis, extinctus eft. Flor.

3. 22.

Illa in tantum Sertorium

armis extulit, ut per quin-

quennium dijudicari non po-

tuerit, Hifpanis, Romaniſve

in armis plus effet roboris, &

uter populus alteri pariturus

foret. Vell . Pat. 2. 90.

A M. Perperna & aliis con-

juratis convivio interfectus

eft, octavo ducatus fui anno ;

magnus dux, & adverfos du-

os Imperatores, Pompeium &

Metellum, fæpe par, frequen-

tius victor. Epit. Liv. 96.

Vid. etiam Plutarch. in Ser-

torio & Pomp. Appian. p.

418.

[z] Plutarch. in Pomp.

Appian. 423.

to
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to diſturb the public quiet, was, to eafe people of

thoſe fears which a confcioufnefs of guilt would

fuggeft, rather than push them tothe neceffity of

feeking their fecurity from a change of affairs,

and the overthrow of the State [a]. As he re-

turned into Italy at the head of his victorious ar-

my, he happened to fall in luckily with the re-

mains of thofe fugitives, who, after the deftruc-

tion of Spartacus, had eſcaped from Craffus, and

were making their way in a body towards the

Alps, whom he intercepted and intirely cut off,

to the number of five thoufand ; and in a letter

upon it to the Senate, faid, that Craffus indeed

bad defeated the Gladiators, but that He hadplucked

up the war by the roots [b]. Cicero likewife, from

a particular diſlike to Craffus, affected in his pub-

lic fpeeches to give Pompey the honor of finiſh-

ing this war, declaring, that the veryfame of his

coming bad broken the force of it, and his prefence

extinguished it [c].

For this victory in Spain Pompey obtained a

fecond Triumph, while he was ftill onely a private

Citizen, and of the Equeſtrian rank : but the next

dayhe took poffeffion of the Confulfhip, to which

he had been elected in his abfence ; and as if he

had been born to command, made his firſt entry

into the Senate in the proper poft to prefide in it.

He was not yet full thirty-fix years old, but the Se-

nate, by a decree, difpenfedwiththe incapacity ofhis

age and abfence ; and qualified him to hold the bigbeft

[a] In tanto civium nu-

mero, magna multitudo eft

eorum, qui propter metum

pœnæ peccatorum fuorum

confcii, novos motus conver-

fionefque Rep. quærunt. Pro

Sext. 46.

[b] Plut. ibid.

[c] Quod bellum expecta-

tione Pompeii attenuatum at-

que imminutum eft ; adventu

fublatum & fepultum. Pro

leg. Manil . xi . it. Qui etiam

fervitia virtute victoriaque

domuiffet. Pro Sext. 31 .

Magistracy,
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Magiftracy, before he was capable by law ofpre-

tending even tothe loweft ; andby his authority M.

Craffus was elected alfo for his Collegue [d]

CRASSUS's father and elder brother loft their

lives in the maffacres of Marius and Cinna ; but

he himself eſcaped into Spain, and lay there con-

cealed till Sylla's return to Italy, whither he pre-

fently reforted to him, in hopes to revenge the

ruin of his fortunes and family on the oppofite

faction. As he was attached to Sylla's caufe both

by intereſt and inclination, ſo he was much con-

fidered in it, and being extremely greedy and ra-

pacious, made ufe of all his credit to enrich himſelf

by the plunder of the enemy, and the purchaſe of

confifcated eftates, which Cicero calls his harvest.

By theſe methods he raiſed an immenſe wealth,

computed at many millions, gathered from the

ſpoils and calamities of his country. He uſed to

ſay, that no man could be reckoned rich, who was not

able to maintain an army out of his own rents [e] :

and iftheaccounts ofAntiquity be true, the num-

ber ofhis flaves was ſcarce inferior to that of a full

army ; which, inſtead of being a burthen, made

one partofhis revenue ; being all trained to fome

ufefull art or profeffion, which enabled them not

onely to fupport themſelves, but to bring a ſhare

of profit to their mafter. Among the other trades

[d] Pompeius hoc quoque

triumpho, adhuc Eques Ro-

manus, ante diem quam Con-

fulatum iniret, curru urbem

invectus eft. Vell. Pat. 2 .

30.

Quid tamfingulare, quam

ut ex S. C. legibus folutus,

Conful ante fieret, quam ul-

lum alium Magiftratum per

leges capere licuiffet ? Quid

3

tam incredibile, quam ut ite-

rum Eques Romanus S.C. tri-

umpharet ? Pro leg. Man. 21 .

Vid. Plutarch. in Pomp.

[e] Illam Syllani temporis

meffem-Parad. 6. 2 .

Multi ex te audierunt, cum

diceres, neminem effe divi-

tem, nifi qui exercitum alere

poffet fuis fructibus. Ib. 1 .

in
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in his family, he is faid to have had abovefive

hundred mafons and architects conftantly employed in

building or repairing the boufes of the City [f].

He had contracted an early envy to Pompey, for

his fuperior credit both with Sylla and the peo-

ple ; which was ftill aggravated by Pompey's

late attempt to rob him of the honor of ending

the fervile war; but finding himſelf wholly un-

equal to his Rival in military fame, he applied

himſelf to the arts of peace and eloquence ; in

which he obtained the character of a good ſpeak-

er, and by his eafy and familiar addrefs, and a

readineſs to affift all, who wanted either his pro-

tection or his money, acquired a great authority

in all the public affairs ; fo that Pompey was

glad to embrace and oblige him, by taking him

for his partner in the Confulſhip.

FIVE years were now almoſt elapfed, fince

Cicero's election to the Quaftorship ; which wasthe

proper intervalprefcribed by law, before he could

hold the next office of Tribun or Edile ; and it

was neceffary to paſs through one of theſe in his

way to the fuperior dignities : he choſe therefore

to drop theTribunate, as being ſtript of it's ancient

power by the late ordinance of Sylla, and began

to make intereft for the Edileſhip, while Horten-

fius at the fame time was fuing for the Confulship.

He had employed all this interval in a cloſe atten-

dance on the Forum, and a perpetual courſe of

pleading [g], which greatly advanced his intereſt

in theCity ; efpecially when it was obſerved, that

beftrictly complied with the law, by refufing not onely

totakefees, but toaccept even anyprefents, in which

the generality of patrons were lefs fcrupulous [b].

[ ] Plutarch. in Craſſ.

[g] Cum igitur effem in

plurimis caufis, & in princi-

pibus patronis quinquennium

fere verfatus . Brut. p. 440.

[b] Plutarch: Cicer.

3
Yet
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Yet all his Orations within this period are loft ;

of which number were thoſe for M. Tullius and

L. Varenus, mentioned by Quintillian and Pri-

fcian, as extant in their time.

SOME writers tell us, that he improved andper-

fected his action by the inftructions of Rofcius and

Efopus ; the two most accomplished actors in that,

or perhaps in any other age, the one in Comedy, the

other in Tragedy [i]. He had a great eſteem in-

deed for them both, and admired the uncommon

perfection of their art : but though he conde-

fcended to treat them as friends, he would have

difdained to uſe them as mafters. He hadformed

himſelf upon a nobler plan, drawn his rules of

action from nature and philofophy, and his prac-

tice from the moſt perfect fpeakers then livingin

the world ; and declares the Theatre to be an im-

proper ſchool for the inſtitution of an Orator, as

teaching gestures too minute and unmanly, and la-

boring more about the expreffion of words, than of

things [k]: nay, he laughs fometimes at Horten-

fius foran action toofoppifh and theatrical [ l], who

uſed to be rallied on that very account by the

other pleaders, with the title of the Player ; fo

that, in the cauſe of P. Sylla, Torquatus, a free

ſpeaker on the other fide, called him by way of

[i] Ibid.

Quis neget opus effe

Oratori in hoc oratorio mo-

tu, ftatuque Rofcii geftum ?

tamen nemo fuaferit ftu-

diofis dicendi adolefcentibus

in geftu difcendo hiftrionum

more elaborare. De Orat.

1. 59. Vid. Tufc. Difp. 4.

25.

Omnes autem hos motus

fubfequi debet geftus ; non

hic, verba exprimens, fceni-

cus, fed univerfam rem &

fententiam : non demonftra-

tione, fed fignificatione de-

clarans, laterum inflectione

hac forti ac virili, non ab

fcena & hiftrionibus. Ib . 3 .

59-

Patronum[1] Putamus

tuum cerviculam jactaturum.

In Verr. 1. 3. 19.

ridicule,
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ridicule, Dionyfia, an actreſs of thoſe times, in

great requeſt for her dancing [m]. Yet Horten-

fius himſelf was fo far from borrowing his man-

ner from the Stage, that the Stage borrowed

from him ; and the two celebrated Actors juft

mentioned, Rofcius and fopus, are faid to have

attended all the trials in which he pleaded, in

order to perfect the action of the Theater by

that of the Forum : which feems indeed to be

the more natural method of the two, that they

who act infeigned life fhould take their pattern

from the true; not thoſe, who repreſent the true,

copy from that which is feigned [n] . We are

told however by others, what does not feem

wholly improbable, that Cicero uſed to divert

himſelfſometimes with Rofcius, and make it an

exerciſe, or trial of ſkill between them, which

could exprefs thefame paffion the most variously, the

one by words, the other by geftures [o].

As he hadnow devoted himſelf to a life ofbu-

finefs and ambition, fo he omitted none of the

ufual arts of recommending himſelf to popular

favor, and facilitating his advancement to the fu-

perior honors. He thought it abfurd, that when

everylittle Artificer knewthe name and ufe of all bis

tools, aStatefmanfhould neglect the knowledge ofmen,

-

[m] L. Torquatus fuba-

grefti homo ingenio & infe-

itivo non jam hiftrionem

illum diceret, fed gefticula-

riam, Dionyfiamque eum no-

tiffimæ faltatriculæ nomine

appellaret. Aul. Gell. 1. 5.

[n] Genus hoc totumOra-

tores, quifunt veritatis ipfius

actores, reliquerunt ; imita-

tores autem veritatis, hiftri-

ones, occupaverunt.-At fine

dubio in omni re vincit imi-

tationem veritas. De Orat.

3.56.

[o] Satis conftat, conten-

dere eum cum ipfo hiftrione

folitum, utrum ille fæpius

eandem fententiam variis ge-

ftibus efficeret, an ipfe per

eloquentiæ copiam fermone

diverfo pronunciaret. Ma-

crob. Saturn. 2. x,

whe
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who were theproper inftruments with whichhe was

to work: he made it his bufinefs therefore to learn

the name, the place, and the condition of every emi-

nent Citizen ; what estate, what friends, what

neighbours he had ; and could readily point out their

feveral boufes, as he travelled through Italy [ p ].

This knowledge, which is ufefull in all popular

Governments, was peculiarly neceffary at Rome ;

where the people having much to give, expected

tobe much courted ; and where their high fpirits

and privileges placed them as much above the

rank of all other Citizens, as the grandor ofthe

Republic exceded that of all other States : fo

that every man, who afpired to any public dig-

nity, kept a flave or two in his family, whofe

fole bufinefs it was to learn the names and know

the perfons of every Citizen at fight, ſo as to be able

to whisper them to his Mafter, as he passed through

the ftreets, that he might be ready to falute them

all familiarly, and shake hands with them, as his

particular acquaintance [q] .

PLUTARCH fays, that the uſe of theſe Nomen-

clators was contrary to the laws ; and that Catofor

that reafon, in fuingfor the public offices, would not

employ any of them, but took all that trouble upon

bimfelf [r]. But that notion is fully confuted by

Cicero, who, in his Oration for Murena, rallies

the abfurd rigor of Cato's ftoical principles, and

their inconfiftency with common life, from the

very circumftance of his having a Nomenclator-

" What do you mean, fays he, by keeping a

[ ] Plutarch. in Cic.

[9] Vid. de petitione Con-

fulat. xi.

Mercemurfervum, qui dicet

nomina : lævum

Qui fodiat latus, & cogat trans

VOL. I.

pondera dextram

Porrigere. Hic multum in

Fabia valet, ille Velina :

Cuilibet hic fafces dabit, &c.

Hor. Epift. 1. 6 .

[ ] Plutarch . in Cato .

Nomen-G
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" Nomenclator? The thing itſelf is a mere cheat :

" for if it be your duty to call the Citizens by

" their names, it is afhame foryourflavetoknow

"them better than yourſelf. Whydo you

not ſpeak to them before he has whiſpered you?

" Or, after he has whiſpered, why do you falute

" them, as ifyou knewthem yourſelf? Or, when

you have gained your election, why do you

66

66

'

sc

66

grow carelefs about faluting them at all ? All

" this, if examined by the rules of focial life, is

right ; but if by the precepts of your Philo-

fophy, very wicked [ 5 ] ." As for Cicero him-

felf, whatever pains he is faid to have taken in

this way, it appears from feveral paffages in his

letters, that he conftantly had a Nomenclator at

bis elbow on all public occafions [t] .

He was nowin his thirtyfeventhyear, the proper

age for holdingthe Edilehip, which was the firſt

public preferment that was properly called aMa-

giftracy; the Quaftorfhip being an office onely or

place oftruft, without anyjurifdiction in the City,

as the Ediles had [u] . Thefe Ediles, as well as

all the inferior officers, were chofen bythe people

voting intheirTribes ; a manner of electing ofall

the moſt free and popular : in which Cicero was

declared Ædile, as he was before elected Quaftor,

bythe unanimousfuffrage of all the Tribes, andpre-

ferably to all his competitors [v].

[ ] Pro Murena, 36.

[ ] Ut nemo nullius ordi-

nis homo nomenclatori notus

fuerit, qui mihi obviam non

venerit. Ad Att. 4. 1 .

[ ] This will explane what

Cicero fays above of Pompey's

entring uponthe Confulfhip, at

an age, when he was incapa-

ble even of the lowest Magi-

tracy. But though ftrictly
--

2

fpeaking, the Edileſhip was

the firft which was called a

Magiftracy; yet Cicero him-

felf, and all the old writers,

give the fame title alfo to the

Tribunate and Quatorship.

[v] Me cum Quæforem

in primis, dilem priorem

-cunctis fuffragiis populus

Romanus faciebat . In Pi-

fon. 1 .

THERE
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THERE were originally but two Ediles, chofen

from the body ofthe people on pretence of eafing

the Tribuns of a fhare of their trouble : whofe

chief duty, from which the name itſelf was de-

rived, was to take care of the Edifices of the City ;

and to infpect the markets, weights, and meaſures ;

and regulate the fhews and games, which were pub-

licly exhibited on thefestivals of their Gods [w] . The

Senate afterwards, taking an opportunity when

the people were in good humor, prevailed to have

two more created from their order and offuperior

rank, called Curule Ediles, from the arm-chair of

ivory, in which they fat [x] : But theTribuns pre-

fently repented of their conceffion, and forced the

Senate to confent, that these new Ediles fhould be

chofen indifferently from the Patrician or Plebeian

families [y]. But whatever difference there might

be at firſt between the Curule and Plebeian Ediles,

their province and authority feem in later times to

be the fame, without any diftinction but what was

nominal ; and the two, who were chofen the firft,

were probably called the Curule Ediles, as we find

Cicero to be now ftiled . This magiftracy gave a

precedence in the Senate, or a priority of voting and

Speaking, next after the Confuls and Prætors ; and

was the first that qualified a man to have apicture

orftatue of himself, and confequently ennobled his

family [z]: for it was from the numberofthefefta-

tues of ancestors, who had born Curule Offices, that

[w] Dionyf. Halic. 1. 6. Et totum Numidæ fculptile

411.

[x]
-

dabit, eripietque

curule

Cui volet importunus ebur

Hor. Ep. 1.6.

Signa quoque in fella noffem

formata curuli ,

dentis opus.

Ovid. de Pont.4.9.

[y] Liv. 1. 6. ad fin.

[ ] Antiquiorem in fenatu

fententiæ dicendæ locum-

jus imaginis ad memoriam,

pofteritatemque prodendam .

In Verr. 5. 14.

G 2 the
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the families of Rome were eſteemed the more or less

noble.

AFTER Cicero's election to the Edileſhip, but

before his entrance into the office, he undertook

the famed profecution of C. Verres, the late

Prætor of Sicily ; charged with many flagrant

acts of injuftice, rapine, and cruelty, during his

triennial government of that Ifland. And fince

this was one of the memorable tranſactions of

his life, and for which he is greatly celebrated

by Antiquity, it will be neceffary to give a dif-

tinct and particular relation of it.

THE public adminiſtration was at this time, in

every branch of it, most infamoufly corrupt : the

great, exhauſted by their luxury and vices, made

no otheruſe oftheir governments, than to enrich

themſelves by the fpoils of the foreign Provinces :

their buſineſs was to extort money abroad, that

they might purchaſe offices at home, and to

plunder the allies, in order to corrupt the Citi-

zens. The oppreffed in the mean while found

it in vain to feek relief at Rome, where there was

none who cared either to impeach or to condemn

a noble criminal ; the decifion of all trials being

in the hands of men ofthe fame condition, who

were ufually involved in the fame crimes, and o-

penly proſtituted their judgement on theſe occa-

fions for favor or a bribe. This had raiſed a ge-

neral difcontent through the Empire, with a par-

ticular diſguſt to that change made by Sylla, of

transferring the right ofjudicature from the Equef-

trian to the Senatorian order, which the people

were now impatient to get reverfed : the profe-

cution therefore of Verres was both feaſonable

and popular, as it was likely to give fome check

to the oppreffions of the Nobility, as well as

comfort and relief to the diftreffed fubjects.

ALL



of M. TULLIUS CICERO. 85

ALL the cities of Sicily concurred in the im-

peachment, excepting Syracuſe and Meffana ; for

thefe two being the moſt confiderable of the Pro-

vince, Verres had taken care to keep up a fair cor-

refpondence with them. Syracufe was the place

ofhis refidence, and Meffana the repofitory ofhis

plunder, whence he exported it all to Italy : and

though he would treat even theſe on certain occa-

fionsvery arbitrarily, yetin fome flagrant inftances

of his rapine, that he might eafe himſelf of a part

of the envy, he uſed to oblige them with a ſhare

ofthe fpoil [a] : ſo that partly by fear, and partly

byfavor, he held them generally at his devotion ;

and at the expiration of hisgovernment procured

ample teftimonials from them both in praiſe of his

adminiftration. All the other Towns were zea-

lous and active in the profecution, and bya com-

monpetition to Cicero implored him to undertake

the management of it ; to which he confented,

out of regard to the relation which he had born

to them as Quæftor, and his promife made at part-

ing, of his protection in all their affairs . Verres,

on the other hand, was fupported by the moſt

powerfull families of Rome, the Scipio's and the

Metelli, and defended by Hortenfius, who was

the reigning Orator at the Bar, and ufually ſtiled

the King of the Forum [b ] ; yet the difficulty of

the caufe, inſtead of difcouraging, did but ani-

mate Cicero the more, by the greater glory of

the victory.

[a] Ergo, inquiet aliquis,

donavit populo Syracufano

iftam hereditatem, &c. In

Verr. 2. 18.

Meffana tuorum adjutrix

fcelerum , libidinum teftis,

prædarum ac furto:um recep-

trix, &c. In Verr. 3. 8. it .

II.

[6] In foro ob cloquenti-

am kege caufarum . Afcon.

Argum. in Divinat.

G 3 На
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He had no fooner agreed to undertake it, than

an unexpected rival ſtarted up, one Q. Cæcilius,

a Sicilian by birth, who had been Quaftor to Ver-

res ; andby a pretence ofperfonal injuries received

from him, and a particular knowledge of his

crimes, claimed a preference to Cicero in thetaſk

ofaccufing him, or at leaft to bear a joint fharein

it. But this pretended enemy was in reality a

fecret friend, employed by Verres himſelf to get

the caufe into his hands in order to betray it : his

pretenfions however were to be previouſly decided

by a kind of procefs called Divination, on account

of it's being wholly conjectural ; in which the

Judges, without the help of witneffes, were to

divine, as it were, what was fit to be done : but

in the firſt hearing Cicero eaſily ſhook off this

weak Antagoniſt, rallying his character and pre-

tenfions with a great deal of wit and humor, and

fhewing, " that the proper patron of fuch a cauſe

" could notbe one who offered himſelfforwardly,

" but who was drawn to it unwillingly from the

mere fenfe of his duty ; one whom the profe-

tutors defired, and the criminal dreaded ; one

" qualifiedby his innocence, as well as experience,

" to fuftain it with credit ; and whom the cuftom

" of their anceſtors pointed out and preferred to

"it." In this fpeech, after opening the reaſons

why, contrary to his former practice, and the rule

whichhe had laid down to himſelf, of dedicating

bis labors to the defence ofthe diftreffed, he now ap-

peared as an Accufer, he adds ; " the Provinces

" are utterly undone ; the allies and tributaries fo

" miferably opprefied, that they have loft even

" the hopes of redrefs, and feek onely fome com-

" fort in their ruin : thofe, who would have the

" trials remain in the hands of the Senate, com-

" plain, that there are no men of reputation to

" undertake
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" undertake impeachments, no feverity in the

Judges : the people of Rome in the mean

" while, though laboring under manyother grie-

" vances, yet defire nothing fo ardently, as the

" ancient difcipline and gravity of trials . Forthe

" want of trials, the Tribunician power is called

" for again ; for the abuſe of trials, a new order

" of Judges is demanded ; for the fcandalous be-

" haviour of Judges, the authority of the Cen-

fors, hated before as too rigid, is now defired

" and grown popular. In this licenſe of profli-

" gate criminals, in the dayly complaints ofthe

" Roman people, the infamy of trials, the dif

grace of the whole Senatorian order, as I

thought it the onely remedyto theſe miſchiefs,

" for men of abilities and integrity to undertake

" the cauſe of the Republic and the laws, fo I

" was induced the more readily, out of regard to

cc

cc

(6

66
our common fafety, to come to the relief of

" that part of the adminiftration, which feemed

" the moſt to ſtand in need of it [ c ] ."

THIS previous point being fettled in favor of .

Cicero, a hundred and ten days were granted to

him by law for preparingthe evidence ; in which

he was obligedtomake avoyage to Sicily, in order

to examine witneffes, and collect facts to fupport

the indictment. He was aware, that all Verres's

art would be employed to gain time, in hopesto

tire out the Profecutors, and allay the heat ofthe

public refentment : fo that for the greater diſpatch

he took alongwith him his coufin, L. Cicero, to

eafe him of a part of the trouble, and finifhed his

progrefs through the iſland in leſs than half the

time which was allowed to him [d].

[c] Divinat. 3 .

[d] Ego Siciliam totam

quinquaginta diebus fic obii.

In Verr. Ac . 1. 2 .

G 4 IN



88 The HISTORY of the Life

In all the journeys of this kind, the Profecu-

tor's charges ufed to be publicly defrayed bythe

Province, or the Cities concerned in the impeach-

ment: but Cicero, to fhewhis contempt of money,

and difintereſtednefs in the caufe, refolved to put

the land to no charge on his account ; and in all

the places to which he came, took up his quarters

with his particular friends and acquaintance in a

private manner, and at his own expense [e] .

THE Sicilians received him every where with

all the honors due to his uncommon generofity,

and the pains which he was taking in their fer-

vice but at Syracufe he met with fome little af-

fronts from the influence of the Prætor Metellus,

who employed all his power to obftruct his enqui-

ries, and difcourage the people from giving him

information. He was invited however by the Ma-

giftrates with great refpect into theirSenate, where

after he had expoftulated with them a littleforthe

gilt Statue of Verres, which flood there before his

face, andthe teftimonial which they hadfent to Rome

in his favor ; they excufed themfelves to him in

their fpeeches, and alledged, that what they had

been induced to do on that occafion was the effect of

force andfear, obtained by the intrigues of a few,

against the general inclination ; and to convince him

of their fincerity, delivered into his hands the au-

thentic accounts of many robberies and injuries which

their own City had fuffered from Verres in common

with the rest of the Province. As ſoon as Cicero

retired, they declared his couſin Lucius the public

[e] In Siciliam fum in-

quirendi cauffa profectus, quo

in negotio ad hofpites me-

Os, ac neceffarios, cauffæ

communis defenfor diverti

potius, quam ad eos, qui a

me confilium petiviffent. Ne-

mini meus adventus labori

aut fumptui, neque publice

neque privatim fuit. InVerr.

1. 1. 6.

guest
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gueft andfriend of the City, for havingfignified the

Jame good will towards them, which Cicero himself

had always done ; and, by a fecond decree, revok-

ed the public praifes which they had before given to

Verres. Here Cicero's old Antagonist, Cæcilius,

appealed against them to the Prator ; which pro-

voked the populace to fuch a degree, that Cicero

could hardly reſtrain them from doing him vio-

lence : thePrætor difmiffed the Senate, and declared

their act to be irregular, and would not fuffer a copy

of it to begiven to Cicero ; whomhe reproached at

the fame time for betrayingthe dignity of Rome, by

fubmitting not onely to fpeak in a foreign Senate, but

in a foreign language, and to talk Greek among Gre-

cians [f]. But Cicero anſwered him with fuch

ſpirit and refolution, urgingthefanction ofthelaws,

and thepenalty of contemningthem, that the Prætor

was forced at laft to let him carry away all the

vouchers and records which he required [g].

BUT the City of Meffana continued obftinate

to the laft, and firm to it's engagements withVer-

res : fo that when Cicero came thither, he re-

ceived no compliments from the Magiftrates, no

offer of refreshments or quarters ; but was left to

[ ] Ait indignum facinus

efle, quod ego in fenatu Græ-

ca verba feciffem : quod qui-

dem apud Græcos Græcè lo-

cutus effem, id ferri nullo

modo poffe. In Verr. 4.66.

Vid. 62, 63, 64.

ValeriusMaximusfays,that

the Roman Magiftrates were

anciently fo jealous of the

honor of the Republic, that

theynever gave an anſwer to

Foreigners but in Latin ; and

obliged theGreeks themſelves

to ſpeak tothem always by an

Interpreter,not onelyinRome,

but in Greece and Afia ; in

order to inculcate a reverence

forthe Latin tongue through

all nations. [ Lib. 2. 2. ] But

this piece of difcipline had

long been laid afide ; and the

Greek language had obtained

fuch a vogue in Rome itſelf,

that all the great and noble

were obliged not onely to

learn, but ambitious every

where to ſpeak it.

[g] Vid. in Verr. 1. 4. 62 .

63, 64, 65.

ſhift
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fhift for himſelf, and to be taken care of by pri-

vate friends. An indignity, he ſays, which had

never been offered before to a Senator ofRome ;

whom there was not a King or City upon earth, that

was not proud toinvite and accommodate withalodg-

ing. But he mortified them for it ſeverely at the

trial, and threatened to call them to an account

before the Senate, as for an affront to the whole

order [b]. After he had finiſhed his buſineſs in

Sicily, having reaſon to apprehend ſome danger

in returning home by land, not onely from the

robbers, who infefted all thoſe roads, but from

the malice and contrivance of Verres, he chofe

to come back by fea, and arrived at Rome, to

the furprize of his adverfaries, much sooner than

be was expected [i], and full charged with moſt

manifeft proofs of Verres's guilt.

On his return he found, what he fufpected, a

ftrong cabal formed to prolong the affairby all the

arts of delay which intereft or money could pro-

cure [k], with defign to throwit off at leaſt tothe

next year, when Hortenfius and Metellus were to

be Confuls, and Metellus's brother a Prator, by

whofe united authority the profecution might ea-

fily be baffled and they had already carried the

matter fo far, that there was not time enough left

within the current year to go through the caufe in

the ordinary forms. This put Cicero upon a new

[ ] Ecquæ civitas eft -

Rex denique ecquis eft, qui

Senatorem populi Romani

tecto ac domo non invitet ?

&c. In Verr. 4. 11.

[i] Non ego a ViboneVe-

liam parvulo navigio inter

fugitivorum prædonum, ac

tua tela veniffem-omnis illa

mea feftinatio fuit cum peri-

culo capitis . In Verr . 1. 2 .

40. Vid . Afcon . Argum. in

Divinat.

[k] Reperio, judices, hæc

ab iftis confilia inita & confti-

tuta, ut quacunque opus effet

ratione res ita duceretur, ut

apud M. Metellum Prætorem

caufa diceretur. InVerr. A&t.

1.9.

project,
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project, of fhortning the method of the proced-

ing [1], fo as to bring it to an iffue at any rate be-

fore the prefent Prætor M. Glabrio and his affef-

fors, who were like to be equal Judges [m]. Inftead

therefore of ſpending any time in fpeaking, or

employing his eloquence, as ufual, in enforcing

andaggravating the feveral articles of the charge,

he refolved to do nothing more, than produce bis

witneſſes, and offer them to be interrogated: where

the novelty of the thing, and the notoriety of

the guilt, which appeared at once from the very

recital of the depofitions, fo confounded Horten-

fius, that he had nothing to fayfor his Client ; who,

defpairing of all defence, fubmitted, without expect-

ing the fentence, to a voluntary exil [n].

FROM this account it appears, that ofthefeven

excellent orations, which nowremain on the fubject

of this trial, the two first onely were ſpoken, the

one called the Divination, the other thefirst action,

which is nothing more, than a general Preface to

the whole cauſe : the otherfive were publiſhed af-

terwards, as they were prepared and intended to

beſpoken, if Verres had made a regular defence :

for as this was the onely cauſe in which Cicero had

yet been engaged, or ever defigned to be engaged

as an accufer, fo he was willing to leave thefe ora-

tions as a fpecimen of his abilities in that way, and

[ ] Cicero fummo confilio

videtur in Verrem vel contra-

here tempora dicendi malu-

iffe, quam in eum annum, quo

eratQ. Hortenfius Conful fu-

turus, incidere. Quintil. 6.5 .

[m] Mihi certum eft non

committere, ut in hac caufa

Prætor nobis confiliumque

mutetur. Act . 1. 18 .

[n] Faciam hoc― ut utar

-
teftibus ftatim . Ibid. Sed

tantummodo citaret teftes

& eos Hortenfio interrogan-

dos daret : qua arte ita elt fa-

tigatus Hortenfius, ut nihil,

contra quod diceret, inveni-

ret ipfe etiam Verres, de-

fperato patrocinio, fuafponte

difcederet in exilium. Ar-

gum. Afconii in A&t. 1 .

the
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the pattern of ajust and diligent impeachment of a

great and corrupt magiftrate [o].

In the firſt conteft with Cæcilius he eſtimates

the damages of the Sicilians at above eight hundred

thousand pounds [p] ; but this was a computation

at large, before he was diftinctly informed of the

facts for after he had been in Sicily, and feen

what the proofs actually amounted to, he charges

them atfomewhat less than half thatfumm [q] : and

though the law in thefe caufesgave double damages,

yet no more feems to have been allowed in this

than the fingle fumm ; which gave occafion, as

Plutarch intimates, to a fufpicion offome corrup

tion, or connivence in Cicero, for fufferingfo great

an abatement of the fine: but if there was any a-

batement at all, it muſt needs have been made

by the confent of all parties, out of regard per-

haps to Verres's fubmiffion, and fhortening the

trouble of the Profecutors : for it is certain, that

fo far from leaving any imputation of that fort

upon Cicero, it highly raiſed the reputation both

of his abilities and integrity, as of one, whom

neither money could bribe, nor power terrifyfrom

profecuting a public oppreffor ; and the Sicilians ever

after retained the higheft fenfe of his fervices,

and on all occafions teftified the utmoſt zeal for

his perfon and interefts .

FROM the conclufion of thefe orations we may

obferve, that Cicero's vigor in this cauſe had

[o] In cæteris orationibus

defenfor futurus, accufationis

officium his libris, qui Verri-

narum nomine nuncupantur,

compenfare decrevit ; &- in

una caufa vim hujus artis &

eloquentiæ demonftrare. Af-

con. Argum. in Lib. & in

Verr.

[A] Quo nomine abs te.

C. Verres, feftertium millies

ex lege repeto. Divin. in

Cæcil. 5 .

[9] Dicimus C. Verrem-

quadringenties feftertiûm ex

Sicilia contra leges abftuliffe.

Act. 1. 18.

drawn
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drawn upon him the envy and ill-will of the No-

bility: which was fo far however from moving

him, that in open defiance of it he declares,

" that the Nobles were natural enemies to the

" virtue and induſtry of all new men ; and, as if

66

they were of another race and fpecies, could

" never be reconciled or induced to favor them,

" by anyobfervance or good offices whatſoever :

" that for his part therefore, like many others

" before him, he would purfue his own courſe,

" and make his way to the favor of the people,

" and the honors of the ftate, by his diligence

" and faithfull fervices, without regardingthe

" quarrels to which he might expofe himſelf.-

" That if in this trial the judges did not anſwer

" the good opinion which he had conceived of

" them, he was refolved to profecute, not onely

" thoſe who were actually guilty of corruption,

" but thofe too who were privy to it and if any

" ſhould be ſo audacious, as to attempt by power

" or artifice to influence the Bench, and fkreen

" the criminal, he would call him to anſwer for

" it before the people, and fhew himſelf more

vigorous in purſuing him, than he had been

even in profecuting Verres [r]."

66

BUT before I difmifs the cauſe of Verres, it

will not be improper to add a fhort account of

fome ofhis principal crimes, in order to givethe

reader a clearer notion of the ufual method of

governing Provinces, and explane the grounds of

thofe frequent impeachments and public trials,

which he will meet with in the fequel of this Hi-

ftory : for though few of their Governors ever

[ ] Proinde fiqui funt, qui

in hoc reo aut potentes, aut

audaces, aut artifices ad cor-

rumpendum judicium velint

effe , ita fint parati, ut dif-

ceptante populo Romano me-

cum fibi rem videant futu-

ram, &c. In Verr. 5. 71 .

came
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came up to the full meaſure of Verres's iniqui-

ty, yet the greateſt part were guilty in fome de-

gree of every kind of oppreffion, with which

Verres himſelf was charged. This Cicero fre-

quently intimates in his pleading, and urges the

neceffity of condemning him for the fake ofthe

example, and to prevent fuch practices from

growing too general to be controuled [s].

THE accufation was divided into four heads ;

1. Of corruption in judging caufes ; 2. Of extor-

tion in collecting the tithes and revenues of the Re-

public ; 3. Of plundering the fubjects of theirfta-

tues and wrought plate, which was his peculiar

taft ; 4. Of illegal and tyrannical punishments. I

fhall give a fpecimen or two of each from the

great number that Cicero has collected, which

yet, as he tells us, was but a fmall extract from

an infinitely greater, of which Verres had been

actually guilty.

THERE was not an eſtate in Sicily, ofany con-

fiderable value, which had been difpofed of by

will for twenty years paft, where Verres had not

his emiffaries at work tofind fome flaw inthe title,

or fome omiffion in executing the conditions of

theTeftator, as a ground ofextorting moneyfrom

the Heir. Dio of Halefa, a man of eminent

quality, was in quiet poffeffion of a great inheri-

tance, left to him by the will of a relation, who

had enjoined him to erect certain Statues in the

fquare of the City, on the penalty of forfeiting

the eſtate to the Erycinian Venus. The Statues

were erected according to the will ; yet Verres

--

[ ] Quid igitur dicet ? fe-

ciffe alios. Sunt quædam

omninointefingularia-qua-

dam tibi cum multis commu-

nia. Ergo omittam tuos pe-

culatus, ut ob jus dicendum

pecunias acceptas-quæ for-

fitan alii quoque fecerint, &c.

In Verr. 1. 3. 88.

having
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having found fome little pretenfe for cavilling,

fuborned an obfcure Sicilian, one of his own in-

formers, to fue for the eſtate in the name of Ve-

nus ; and when the caufe was brought before

him, forced Dio to compound with him for a-

bout nine thousandpounds, and to yield to him

alfo afamous breed of mares, with all the valuable

plate andfurniture of his houfe [t].

SOPATER, an eminent Citizen of Halicia, had

been accuſed before the late Prætor C. Sacerdos of

a capital crime, of which he was honorably ac-

quitted: butwhenVerres fucceded to the govern-

ment, the Profecutors renewed their charge, and

brought him to a fecond trial before their new

Prætor ; to which Sopater, trufting to his inno-

cence and the judgement of Sacerdos, readily

fubmitted without any apprehenfion of danger.

After one hearing the caufe was adjourned , when

Timarchides, the freedman and principal agent of

Verres, came to Sopater, and admoniſhed him as

a friend, not to depend too much on the good-

nefs of his cauſe and his former abſolution, for

that his adverfaries had refolved to offer money

to the Prætor, who would rather take it for fa-

ving, than deftroying a criminal, and was un-

willing likewife to reverfe the judgement of his

predeceffor. Sopater, furprized at this intima-

tion, and not knowingwhat anfwer to make, pro-

mifed to confider of it ; but declared himſelfun-

able to advance any large fumm. Upon confult-

ing his friends, they all advifed him to take the

[ ] Hic eft Dio - de quo

multis primariis viris teftibus

fatisfactum eft, H-S undecies

numeratum effe , ut eam cau-

fam, in qua ne tenuiflima

quidem fufpicio poffet effe,

ifto cognofcente obtineret :

præterea greges nobiliffima-

rum equarum abactos : ar-

genti veftifque ftragulæ domi

quod fuerit effe direptum. In

Verr. 1. 2. 7.

hint,
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hint, andmake up the matter ; fothat in a fecond

meetingwithTimarchides, after alledging his par-

ticular want of money, he compounded the affair

for about feven hundred pounds, which he paid

down upon the fpot [u]. He now took all his

trouble to be over: but after another hearing,

the cauſe was ſtill adjourned ; and Timarchides

came again to let him know, that his accufers had

offered a much larger fumm than what he had

given, and adviſed him, if he was wife, to con-

fider well what he had to do. But Sopater, pro-

voked by a proceding fo impudent, had not the

patience even to hear Timarchides, but flatly told

him, that they might do what they pleafed, for he

was determined to give no more. All his friends

wereof the fame mind, imagining, that whatever

Verres himſelf might intend to do, he would not

be able to drawthe other Judges into it, being all

men ofthe firſt figure in Syracufe, who had judged

the fame cauſe already with the late Prætor, and

acquitted Sopater. Whenthe third hearing came

on, Verres ordered Petilius, a Roman Knight,

who was one of the Bench, to go and hear a pri-

vate caufe, which was appointed for that day, and

ofwhich he was likewife the Judge. Petilius re-

fufed, alledging, that the reft of his affeffors

would be engaged in the prefent trial . ButVerres

declared, that they might all go with him too if

they pleaſed, for he did not defire to detain them ;

upon which they all prefently withdrew, fome to

fit as Judges, and fome to ferve their friends in

the other caufe. Minucius, Sopater's advocate,

feeing the Bench thus cleared, took it for granted

[u] Poft ad amicos retulit .

Qui cum ei fuiffent au&tores

redimendæ falutis, ad Timar-

chidem venit. Expofitis fuis

difficultatibus, hominem ad

H-S LXXX. perducit, eamque

ei pecuniam numerat. In

Verr. 1. 2. 28 .

that

2
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that Verres would not procede in the trial that

day, and was going out of the Court along with

the reft ; when Verres called him back, and or-

dered him to enter upon the defence of his Client.

Defend him ! fays he ; before whom ? Before me,

repliedVerres, ifyou think me worthy to tryapaultry

Greek andSicilian. Ido not difpute your worthiness,

fays Minucius, but wish onelythat your Affeffors were

prefent, who were fo well acquainted with the merits

of the caufe. Begin, I tell you, fays Verres, for

they cannot be prefent. No more can I, replied Mi-

nucius ; for Petilius begged ofme alfo to go, andfit

with him upon the other trial. And when Verres

with many threats required him to ſtay, he abfo-

lutely refuſed to act, fince the Bench was dif

miffed, and fo left the Court together with all the

reft of Sopater's friends.-This fomewhat difcom-

pofed Verres ; but after he had been whiſpered

feveral times by his Clerk Timarchides, he com-

manded Sopater to fpeak what he had to fay in

his own defence. Sopater implored him by all

the Gods not to procede to fentence, till the reft

of the Judges could be prefent : but Verres called

for the witneffes, and after he had heard one or

two of them in a fummary way, without their

being interrogated by any one, put an end to the

trial, and condemned the Criminal [x].

AMONG the various branches ofVerres's illegal

gains, the fale of offices was a confiderable article :

for there was not a Magiftracy ofany kind to be

difpofed ofeither by lot or a free vote, which he

[x] Tum repente ifte teftes

citari jubet. Dicit unus &

alter breviter. Nihil inter-

rogatur. Præco, dixiffe pro-

nunciat. Ifte-properans de

fella exiluit : hominem inno-

VOL. I.

centem, a C. Sacerdote abfo-

lutum , indicta caufa, de fen-

tentia fcribæ, medici, haruf-

picifque condemnavit. Ib.

30.

H did
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did not arbitrarily fell to the beſt bidder. The

Priesthood ofJupiter at Syracuſe was of all others

the moſt honorable : the method of electing into

it was to chufe three by a general vote out of three

feveral claffes of the Citizens, whofe names were

afterwards caft into an urn, and the firſt ofthem

that was drawn out obtained the Priesthood .

Verres had fold it toTheomnaftus, and procured

him to be named in the firſt inſtance among the

three; but as the remaining part was to be decided

by lot, people were in great expectation toſeehow

he would manage that which was not ſo eaſily in

his power. He commanded therefore in the firſt

place, that Theomnaftus fhould be declared Prieſt,

without cafting lots ; but when the Syracufians

remonſtrated againft it as contraryto their religion

and the law, he called for the law, which ordered,

that as many lots fhould be made, as there were per-

fons nominated, and that he, whofe name came out

the firft, fhould be the Prieft. He aſked them,

How many were nominated ; they anſwered , Three ;

and what more then, fays he, is required by the law,

than that three lots fhould be caft, and one of them

drawnout?They answered, Nothing : upon which

he preſently ordered three lots, withTheomnaftus's

name upon every one ofthem, to be caft into the urn,

and fo by drawing out any one, the election was

determined in his favor[y].

THE tenth of the corn of all the conquered

Towns in Sicily belonged to the Romans, as it

had formerly done to their own Princes, and was

always gathered in kind and fent toRome : but as

[ ] Numquid igitur opor-

tet nifi tres fortes conjici,

unam educi ? Nihil. Conjici

jubet tres, in quibus omnibus

fcriptum effet nomen Theom-

nafti. Fit clamor maximus-

ita . Jovis illud facerdotium

ampliffimum per hanc ratio-

nem Theomnafto datur . Ibid.

51.

this
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this was not fufficient for the public uſe, the Præ-

tors had an appointment alfo of money from the

treaſury to purchaſe fuch farther ſtores as were ne-

ceffary for the current year. Now the manner of

collecting and afcertaining the quantity of the

tithes was fettled by an old law of King Hiero,

the moſt moderate and equitable of all their an-

cient Tyrants : but Verres, by a ſtrange fort of

edict, ordered, that the ownershouldpay whatever

the Collector demanded ; but if he exacted more than

bis due, that he fhould be liable to a fine ofeight times

the value [z]. By this Edict he threw the pro-

perty, as it were of the Iland into the power of

his officers, to whom he had farmed out the

tithes ; who in virtue ofthe new law feized into

their hands the whole crop of every Town, and

obliged the owners to give them whatever ſhare

of it, or compofition in money they thought fit ;

and ifany refuſed, they not onely plundered them of

all their goods, but even tortured their perfons, till

they had forced them to a compliance [a]. By this

meansVerres having gathered a fufficient quantity

ofcorn from the very tithes to fupply the full de-

mands of Rome, put the whole money, that he had

receivedfrom the treasury, into his own pocket [b] ;

and uſed to brag, that he had got enough from

this fingle article to fkreen him from any impeach-

ment: and not without reafon ; fince one of his

Clerks, who had the management of this corn-

[z]TotaHieronica lege-

rejecta & repudiata-edictum,

judices, audite præclarum :

quantum decumanus edidiffet

aratorem fibi decumæ dare

oportere, ut tantum arator

decumano dare cogeretur-

&c. In Verr. 1. 3. ro.

[a] Apronius venit, omne

inftrumentum diripuit, fami-

liam abduxit, pecus abegit-

hominem corripi & fufpendi

juffit in oleaftro, &c. Ib. 23 .

[b] Jam vero ab ifto om-

nem illam ex ærario pecu-

niam, quam his oportuit civi-

tatibus pro frumento dari, lu-

crifactam videtis. Ib . 75 , &c.

H 2 money,
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money, was proved to have got above ten thousand

pounds from the very fees which were allowed for

collecting it [c]. The poor Huſbandmen in the

mean time, having no remedy, were forced to

run awayfrom their houfes, and defert the tillage

of the ground , fo that from the regiſters, which

were punctually kept in every Town, of all the

occupiers of arable lands in the Iſland, it appear-

ed, that during the three years government of

Verres, above two thirds of the whole number had

intirely deferted their farms, and left their lands

uncultivated [d].

APRONIUS, a mai infamous life and cha-

racter, was the principal farmer ofthe tithes : who

when reproached with the cruelty ofhis exactions,

made no fcruple to own, that the chieffhare ofthe

gain was placed to the account of the Prator. Thefe

words were charged upon him in the prefence of

Verres and the Magiftrates of Syracufe by one

Rubrius, who offered a wager and trial upon the

proof of them ; but Verres, without fhewing any

concern or emotion at it, privately took care to

hufh up thematter, and prevent the difpute from

proceding any farther [e ].

THE famewager was offered a fecond time, and

in the fame public manner, by one Scandilius,

[c] Tu ex pecunia publica

H-S tredecies fcribam tuum

permiffu tuo cum abftuliffe fa-

teare, reliquam tibi ullam de-

fenfionem putas effe ? Ib. 80 .

[d] Agyrinenfis ager-du-

centos quinquaginta aratores

habuit primo anno Præturæ

tuæ. Quid tertio anno ? Octo-

ginta-hoc peræque in omni

agro decumano reperietis . Ib.

51, 52, &c.

[e] Eorum omnium, qui

decumani vocabantur, prin-

ceps erat Q. ille Apronius,

quem videtis : de cujus im-

probitate fingulari graviffi

marum legationum querimo-

nias audiftis . Ib. 9.

Cum palam Syracufis, te

audiente, maximo conventu,

P.Rubrius Q.Aproniumfpon-

fione laceffivit, ni Apronius

dictitaret, te fibi in decumis

effe focium, &c. Ib. 57.

3
who
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who loudly demanded Judges to decide it: to

which Verres, not being able to appease the cla-

mor ofthe man, was forced to confent, and nam-

ed them preſently out ofhis own band, Cornelius

bis Phyfician, Volufius his Southfayer, and Valerius

his Crier ; to whom he ufually referred all dif-

putes, in which he had any intereft. Scandilius

infifted to have them named out of the Magif-

trates of Sicily, or that the matter fhould be re-

ferred to Rome : but Verres declared, that he

wouldnot trust a caufe, in which his own reputation

was at stake, to any but his own friends ; and when

Scandilius refufed to produce his proofs before

fuch arbitrators, Verres condemned him in the

forfeiture of his wager, which was forty pounds,

to Apronius [f].

C.HEIUS wasthe principal Citizen ofMeffana,

where he lived very fplendidly in the moft mag-

nificent houſe of the city, and ufed to receive all

the RomanMagiftrateswith great hofpitality. He

had a Chapel in his houfe, built by his anceſtors,

and furniſhed with certain images ofthe Gods, of

admirable ſculpture and ineftimable value. On

one fide ftood a Cupid of marble, made by Praxi-

teles : on the other, a Hercules of brass, by Miron ;

with a little altar before each God, to denote the

religion and fanctity of the place. There were

likewife two other figures ofbrafs of two young

women, called Canephora, with baſkets on their

[ Hic tu medicum &

harufpicem, &præconem tu-

um recuperatores dabis ? [ ib.

6c.] Ifte viros optimos recu-

peratores dat, eundem illum

medicum Cornelium, & ha-

rufpicem Volufianum, & Va-

leríum præconem. Ibid. 21 .

it. 11.

Scandilius poftulare de con-

ventu recuperatores . Tum

ifte negat fe de exiftimatione

fua cuiquam, nifi fuis, com-

miffurum- coget Scandilium

quinque illa millia nummum

dare atque adnumerare A-

pronio . Ib. 60.

H
3 heads
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heads, carrying things proper for facrifice afterthe

mannerofthe Athenians, the work of Polycletus.

Theſe ftatues were an ornament not onely to

Heius, but toMeffana itſelf, beingknown to every

body at Rome, and conftantly vifited by all

ftrangers, to whomHeius's houfewas always open.

The Cupid had been borrowed by C. Claudius,

for the decoration of the Forum in his dilefhip,

and was carefully fent back to Meffana ; but

Verres, while he was Heius's gueft, would never

fuffer him to reft, till he had ftript his Chapel of

the Gods andthe Canephore ; and to cover the act

from an appearance of robbery, forced Heius to

enter them into his accounts, as if they had been

fold to himfor fifty pounds ; whereas at a public

auction in Rome, as Cicero fays, they had known

one fingle ftatue ofbrass, ofa moderatefize, fold a

little before for a thoufand [g] . Verres had ſeen

likewife at Heius's houfe a fuit of curious Tapestry,

reckoned the beft in Sicily, being of the kind

which was called Attalic, richly interwoven with

gold ; this he refolved alfo to extort from Heius,

but not till he had fecured the ftatues. As foon

therefore as he left Meffana, he began to urge

Heius by letters, to fend him thetapestry to Agri-

gentum, for fomeparticular fervice which he pre-

tended ; but when he had once got it into his

[g] Erat apud Heium fa-

crariummagna cum dignitate

in ædibus, a majoribus tradi-

tum, perantiquum ; in quo

figna pulcherrima quatuor,

fummo artificio, fumma no-

bilitate, &c. [In Verr. 1. 4.

2. ] C. Claudius, cujus di-

litatem magnificentiffimum

fcimus fuiffe, ufus eft hoc Cu-

pidine tam diu, dum forum

Diis immortalibus, populoque

Romano habuit ornatum.-

Hæc omnia, quæ dixi, figna

ab Heio de facrario Verres

abftulit, &c. ib. 3. Ita juffifti,

opinor, ipfum in tabulas re-

ferre. [ ib . 6. ] In auctione

fignum æneum non magnum

H-Scxx millibus venire non

vidimus ? Ib. 7.

hands,
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hands, he never reftored it [ b] . Now Meffana,

as it is faid above, was the onely City of Sicily

that perfevered to the laft in the intereft ofVerres ;

and at the time of the trial fent a public teftimo-

nial in his praiſe by a deputation of it's eminent

Citizens, ofwhich this very Heius was the chief.

Yet when he came to be interrogated and croſs-

examined by Cicero, he frankly declared, that

though he was obliged to perform what the authority

of his City had impofed upon him, yet that he had

been plundered by Verres of his Gods, which were

left to him by his Ancestors, and which he never

would have parted with on any conditions whatfoe-

ver, if it had been in his power to keep them [i].

VERRES had in his family two brothers ofCili-

cia, the one a Painter, the other a Sculptor, on

whofe judgement he chiefly relied in his choice of

pictures and ftatues, and all other pieces of art.

They had been forced to fly from their country

for robbing a Temple of Apollo, and were now em-

ployed to hunt out every thing that was curious

and valuable in Sicily, whether of public or pri-

vate property. Theſe brothers having given

Verres notice of a large filver Ewer, belonging to

Pamphilus of Lilybæum, of moſt elegant work,

made by Boethus [k ] , Verres immediately fent for

it, and ſeized it to his own ufe : and while Pam-

philus was fitting penfive at home, lamenting the

[b] Quid illa Attalica,

tota Sicilia nominata, ab eo-

demHeio peripetafmata eme-

re oblitus es ?-At quomodo

abftulit ? &c. ib. 12.

[i] Quid enim poteratHe-

ius refpondere? Primo

dixit, fe illum publice lau-

dare, quod fibi ita mandatum

effet : deinde neque fe illa

3

habuiffe venalia, neque ulla

conditione, fi utrum vellet

liceret, adduci unquam po-

tuiffe ut venderet illa, &c.

In Verr. 4. 7.

[k] A celebrated Cartha-

ginian fculptor, who left

many famous works behind

him. Vid. Plin . Hift. Nat .

lib . 33. 12. it. lib, 34. 8.

H 4 lofs
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lofs of his rich veffel, the chief ornament of his

fide-board, and the pride of his feafts, another

meffenger came running to him, with orders to

bring two filver cups alfo, which he was known to

have, adorned with figures in relief, to be fhewn

to the Prætor. Pamphilus, for fear of greater

miſchief, took up his cups and carried them away

himſelf when he came to the palace Verres hap-

pened to be afleep, but the brothers were walking

in the Hall, and waiting to receive him ; who, as

foon as they ſaw him, aſked for the cups, which

he accordingly produced . They commended the

work ; whilft he with a forrowfull face began to

complain, that if they took his cups from him, he

fhould have nothing of any value left in his houfe.

The brothers, fecing his concern, aſked how much

hewouldgive to preferve them; in aword,they de-

mandedfortycrowns; he offered twenty: but while

they were debating, Verres awaked and called for

the cups ; which being prefently fhewn to him,

the brothers tookoccafion to obferve, that they did

notanswer to the account that had beengiven ofthem,

and were but of paultry work, not fit to be seen

among his plate; to whofe authority Verres readily

fubmitted, and fo Pamphilus faved his cups [4].

In the City of Tindaris there was a celebrated

Image of Mercury, which had been reftored to

them from Carthage by Scipio, and was worship-

ped by the people with fingular devotion, and an

annual Feſtival. This ftatue Verres refolved to

[1]Cybirate funt fratres-

quorum alterum fingere opi-

nore cerafolitum efle,alterum

effe pictorem.-Canes vena-

ticos diceres, ita odorabantur

omnia & perveftigabant. In

Verr. 4. 13.

Memini Pamphilum Lily-

botanum-mihi narrare, cum

ifte ab fefe hydriam Boethi

manu factam, præclaro opere

& grandi pondere perpotefta-

tem abftuliffet ; fe fane triftem

& conturbatum domum re-

vertiffe, &c. Ib . 14.

have,
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have, and commanded the chief Magiftrate, So-

pater, to fee it taken down and conveyed to Mef-

fana. But the people were fo inflamed and muti-

nous uponit, that Verres did not perſiſt in his de-

mand at that time ; but when he was leaving the

place, renewed his orders to Sopater, with fevere

threats, to fee his command executed. Sopater

propoſed the matterto the Senate, who univerfally

protefted againſt it: in fhort, Verres returned to

the Town, and inquired for the ftatue ; but was

told by Sopater, that the Senate would not ſuffer

it to be taken down, and had made it capital for

any one to meddle with it without their orders.

Do not tell me, fays Verres, ofyour Senate andyour

orders ; ifyou do not prefently deliver the ftatue, you

fhall be fcourged to death with rods. Sopater with

tears moved the affair again to the Senate, and

related the Prætor's threats ; but in vain ; they

broke up in diforder, without giving any anſwer.

This was reported by Sopater to Verres, who was

fitting in his Tribunal : it was the midſt ofwinter,

the weather extremely cold, and it rained very

heavily, when Verres ordered Sopater to be strip-

ped, and carried into the market-place, and there to

be tied upon an Equestrian ftatue of C. Marcellus,

and expofed naked as he was, to the rain and the

cold, andftretched in a kind of torture upon the bra-

zenhorfe; wherehe muft neceffarily have periſhed,

if the people of the Town, out of compaffion to

him, had not forced their Senate to grant the

Mercury to Verres [m].

[m]Tum ifte: Quam mihi

religionem narras ? quam pœ-

nam ? quem fenatum ? Vivum

te non relinquam : moriere

virgis, nifi fignum traditur

YOUNG

Erathiems fumma, tempeftas,

ut ipfum Sopatrum dicere au-

diftis, perfrigida ; imber ma-

ximus, cum ipfe imperat lic-

toribus, ut Sopatrum- præ-

cipitem
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YOUNG Antiochus, King of Syria, havingbeen

at Rometo claim the Kingdom of Egypt in right

of his mother, paffed through Sicily at this time

on his return home, and came to Syracufe ; where

Verres, who knew that he had a great treaſure

with him, received him with a particular civility ;

made him large prefents of wine, and all refreſh-

ments for his table, and entertained him moft

magnificently at fupper. TheKing, pleaſed with

this compliment, invited Verres in his turn tofup

with him; when his fide-board was dreffed out in

a royal manner with his richeſt plate, and many

veffels of folid gold fet with precious ftones ;

among which there was a large Jugg for wine,

made out ofone entire gemm, with a handle of gold

to it. Verres greedily furveyed and admired

every piece ; and the King rejoiced to fee the

RomanPrætorfo well fatisfied with his entertain-

ment. The next morning Verres fent to the King

to borrow fome of his choiceft veffels, and par-

ticularly the Jugg, for the fake of fhewing them,

as he pretended, to his own workmen , all which

the King, having no fufpicion of him, readily

fent. But befides thefe veffels of domeftic ufe,

the King had brought with him a large Candle-

ftick, or Branch for ſeveral lights, of ineftimable

value, all made of precious ftones, and adorned

with the richeſt jewels, which he had defigned

for an offering to Jupiter Capitolinus ; but finding

the repairs of the Capitol not finiſhed, and no

place yet ready for the reception of his offering,

cipitem in forum dejiciant,

nudumque conftituant-cum

effet vinctus nudus in ære, in

imbri, in frigore. Neque ta-

men finis huic injuriæ crude-

litatiquefiebat, donecpopulus

atque univerfa multitudo atro-

citate rei commota fenatum

clamore coegit, ut ei fimula-

crum illud Mercurii pollice-

retur. Ib. 39, 40.

he
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he refolved to carry it back without fhewing it to

anybody, that the beauty of it might be newand

the more furprizing, when it came tobe firft feen

in that Temple. Verres having got intelligence

of this Candlestick, fent again to the King, to beg

by all means that he would favor him with a fight

of it, promifing that he would not fuffer any one

elfe to fee it. The King fent it preſently by his

fervants, who after they had uncovered and fhewn

it to Verres, expected to carry it back withthem

to the King; but Verres declared, that he could

not fufficiently admire the beauty of the work,

and muſt have more time to contemplate it ; and

obliged them therefore to go away and leave it

with him. Several days paffed, and the King

heard nothing from Verres ; fo that he thought

proper to remind him by a civil meffage of fend-

ing back the veffels : but Verres ordered the fer-

vants to call again fome other time. In fhort,

after a ſecond meffage with no better fuccefs, the

King was forced to ſpeak to Verres himſelf: upon

which Verres earnestly entreated him to make

him a prefent of the Candlestick. The King af-

firmed it to be impoffible, on the account ofhis

vow to Jupiter, to which many nations were wit-

neffes. Verres then began to drop fome threats ;

but finding them of no more effect than his en-

treaties, be commanded the King to depart inftantly

out of his Province ; declaring, that he had received

intelligence ofcertain Pirates, who were comingfrom

bis Kingdom to invade Sicily. The poor King find-

ing himſelfthus abuſed and robbed of his treaſure,

went into the great fquare of the City, and in a

public affembly of the people, calling upon the

Gods and men to bear teftimony to the injury,

made a folemn dedication to Jupiter of the Candle-

Stick, which he had vowed and defigned for the Ca-

pitol,
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pitol, and which Verres bad forcibly taken from

bim [n].

WHEN any veffel, richly laden, happened to

arrive in the ports of Sicily, it was generally feiz-

ed by his fpies and informers, on pretence of it's

coming from Spain, and being filled with Serto-

rius's foldiers: and when the Commanders exhi-

bited their bills of lading, with a ſample oftheir

goods, to prove themſelves to be fair traders,

who came from different quarters of the world,

fome producing Tyrian purple, others Arabian

Spices, fomejewels and precious ftones, others Greek

wines and Afiaticflaves ; the very proof, by which

they hoped to fave themſelves, was their certain

ruin Verres declared their goods to have been ac-

quired by piracy, and feizing the fhips with their

cargoes to hisown ufe, committed the whole crew

to priſon, though the greateſt part of them per-

haps were Roman Citizens. There was a famous

dungeon at Syracufe, called the Latomiæ, of a

vaft and horrible depth, dug out of a folid rock,

which having originally been a quarry ofstone, was

convertedto a prifon by Dionyfius the Tyrant. Here

Verres kept great numbers of Roman Citizens in

chains, whom he had firft injured to a degree that

made it neceffary to deftroy them ; whence few

or none ever ſaw the light again, but were com-

monly ſtrangled by his orders [o].

[2] Rex maximo conventu

Syracufis in foro-flens, ac

Deos hominefque conteftans

clamare cœpit, candelabrum

factum e gemmis, quod in

Capitolium miffurus effet-id

fibi C. Verrem abftuliffe.-Id

etfi antea jam mente & cogi-

tatione fua confecratum effet,

ONE

tamen tum fe in illo conventu

civium Romanorum dare, do-

nare, dicare, confecrare Jovi

Opt. Max. &c. Ib. 28, 29.

[ ] Quæcunque navis ex

Afia-veniret, ftatim certis

indicibus & cuftodibus tene-

batur : vectores omnes in

Latomias conjiciebantur: o-

nera
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ONE Gavius however, a Roman Citizen of the

Town of Cofa, happened to eſcape from this

dreadfull place, and run away to Meffana ; where

fancying himſelfout of danger, and being ready

to embark for Italy, he began to talk of the inju-

ries which he had received, and ofgoing freight

to Rome, where Verrèsfhould be fure to hear ofhim.

But he might as well have faid the words in the

Prætor's Palace, as at Meffana ; for he was pre-

fently feized and fecured till Verres's arrival, who

coming thither foon after, condemned him as a

fpy of the fugitives, firft to be fcourged in the

market-place, and then nailed to a croſs, erected

for thepurpoſe onaconfpicuous part ofthe ſhore,

and looking towards Italy, that the poor wretch

might have theadditional mifery of fuffering that

cruel death in fight as it were of his home [p].

THE Coafts of Sicily being much infefted by

Pirates, it was the cuſtom ofall Prætors to fit out

a fleet every year, for the protection of it's trade

and navigation. This fleetwas provided by a con-

tribution of the maritime Towns, each of which

ufually furniſhed a fhip, with a certain number of

men and provifions : but Verres for a valuable

nera atque merces in Præto-

riam domum deferebantur

eos Sertorianos milites effe,

atque a Dianio fugere dice-

bat, &c. In Verr. 1. 5. 56.

Latomias Syracufanas om-

nes audiftis. Opus eft ingens

magnificum regum ac tyran-

norum . Totum eft ex faxo

mirandam in altitudinem de-

preffo-nihil tam claufum ad

exitus, nihil tam tutum ad

cuftodias, nec fieri nec cogi-

tari poteft. [ Ib. 27.] Carcer

ille, qui eft a crudeliffimo ty-

ranno Dionyfio factus, quæ

Latomiæ vocantur, in iftius

imperio domicilium civium

Romanorum fuit. Ib. 55 .

[p] Gaviushic, quemdico,

Cofanus, cum in illo numero

civium ab ifto in vincla con-

jectus effet, & nefcio qua ra-

tione clam e Latomiis profu-

giffet-loqui Meffanæ cœpit,

& queri, fe civem Romanum

invincla conjectum , fibi recta

iter effe Romam, Verri ſe

præfto advenienti futurum ,

&c. Ib . 61 .

confide-
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confideration fometimes remitted the ſhip, and

always diſcharged as many of the men as were

able to payfor it. A fleet however was equipped

of feven fhips ; but for fhew rather than fervice,

without theircomplement either ofmenor ſtores,

and wholly unfit to act against an enemy ; and

the command of it was given by him, not to his

Quæftor, or one of his Lieutenants, as it was ufual,

but to Cleomenes a Syracufian, whoſe wife was his

miftrefs, that he might enjoy her company the more

freely at home, while the bufband was employed a-

broad. For inftead of ſpending the fummer, as

other Governors uſed to do, in a progrefs through

his province, he quitted the palace of Syracufe,

and retired to a little Iſland adjoining to theCity,

to lodge in tents, or rich pavilions, pitched clofe

by the fountain of Arethufa ; where forbidding

the approach of men or bufinefs to diſturb him,

he paffed two ofthe hot months in the company

of his favorite women, in all the delicacy of

pleaſure that art and luxury could invent [q].

THE fleet inthe mean time failed out of Syra-

cuſe in great pomp, and faluted Verres and his

company, as it paffed ; when the Roman Prator,

fays Cicero, who had not been feen before for many

days, fhewed himself at last to the failors, standing

on thefhore inflippers, with a purple cloak and veſt

[9] Erat& Nice, facie exi-

mia, uxor Cleomenis Syracu-

fani- ifte autem cum vir effet

Syracufis, uxorem ejus parum

poterat animo foluto aclibero

tot in actâ dies fecum habere.

Itaque excogitat rem fingu-

larem. Naves, quibus legatus

præfuerat, Cleomeni tradit.

Claffipopuli Romani Cleome-

nem Syracufanum præeffe ju-

bet. Hoc eo facit, ut non

folum ille abeffet a domo-

Nam æftate fumma, quo tem-

pore cæteri Prætores obire

provinciam ,&concurfare con-

fueverunt eo tempore ad

luxuriem, libidinefque fuas-

tabernacula-carbafeis inten-

ta velis collocari juffit in lit-

tore, &c. In Verr. 5. 31.

-

flowing
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flowingdown on his heels, and leaning on thefhoulder

of a girl, to view this formidable fquadron [r] :

which, inſtead of ſcouring the feas, failed no far-

ther after ſeveral days, than into the port ofPa-

chynus. Here, as they lay peaceably at anchor,

they were furprized with an account of a number

of PirateFrigates, lying in another harbour very

near to them: upon which the Admiral Cleomenes

cut his cables in a great fright, and with all the fail

that he could make, filed away towards Pelorus,

and eſcaped to land : the reft ofthe fhips followed

him as faft as they could ; but two of them,

which failed the floweft, were taken by the Pi-

rates, and one of the Captains killed : the other

Captains quitted their hips, as Cleomenes had

done, and got fafe to land. The Pirates finding

the fhips deferted, fet fire to them all that even-

ing, and the next day failed boldly into the port

ofSyracuſe, which reached into theveryheart of

the Town ; where after they had ſatisfied their

curiofity, and filled the Citywith a general terror,

they failed out again at leifure, and in good or-

der, in a kind of triumph over Verres and the

authority ofRome [s].

[ ] Ipfe autem, qui vifus

multis diebus non effet, tum

ſetamen inconfpectum nautis

paulliſper dedit. Stetit folea-

tus Prætor populi Romani

cum pallio purpureo, tunica-

que talari, muliercula nixus

in littore. Ib. 33.

Quintilian greatly admires

this fhort deſcription, as pla-

cing the very ſcene and fact

before our eyes, and fuggeft-

ing ftill much more than is

expreffed by it. [1. 8. 3. ] but

the concife elegance and ex-

preffive brevity, inwhich it's

beauty confifts, cannot pof-

fibly be preſerved in a tranf-

lation.

[s] Tunc Prædonum dux

Heracleo repente præter

fpem, non fua virtute- vic-

tor, claffem pulcherrimam

populi Romani in littus ex-

pulfam & ejectam, cum pri-

mumadvefperafceret, inflam-

mari incendique juffit, &c.

Ib. 35 , 36.

THE
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THE news ofa Romanfleet burnt, and Syracufe

infultedby Pirates, made a great noiſe through all

Sicily. The Captains, in excufe of themſelves,

were forced to tell the truth ; that their ſhips were

fcandalouſlyunprovided bothwith men and ſtores,

and in no condition to face an enemy ; each of

them relating howmany of their failors had been

diſcharged byVerres's particular orders, onwhom

the whole blame was juftly laid . When this came

to his ears, he ſent for the Captains, and after

threatening them very feverely for talking in that

manner, forced them to declare, and to teftify it

alfo in writing, that every one of theirfhips had it's

full complement of all things neceffary: but finding

after all, that there was no way of stifling the

clamor, and that it would neceffarily reach to

Rome, he refolved for the extenuation of his own

crime to facrifice the poorCaptains, and put them

all to death, except the Admiral Cleomenes, the

moft criminal of them all, and at his requeft the

Commander alfo of his fhip. In confequence of

this refolution, the four remaining Captains, after

fourteendays from the action, whentheyfufpected

no danger, were arreſted and clapt into irons.

Theywere all young men, of the principal fami-

lies of Sicily, fome ofthem the onelyfons ofaged

parents,who cameprefentlyin great confternation

toSyracufe, to follicit the Prætor for theirpardon.

But Verres was inexorable ; and having thrown

them into his dungeon, where no body was fuf-

fered to ſpeak with them, condemned them to

lofe their heads ; whilft all the fervice that their

unhappy parents could do for them, was to bribe

the executioner to diſpatch them with one ftroke,

inſtead of more, which he brutally refuſed to do,

unleſs he was paid for it, and to purchaſe of

Timarchides



of M. TULLIUS CICERO.
113

Timarchides the liberty of giving them bu-

rial [t].

IT happened however before this lofs of the

fleet, that a fingle Pirate-fhip was takenbyVerres's

Lieutenants, and brought into Syracufe ; which

proved to be a very rich prize, and had on board

a great number ofhandſom young fellows. There

was a band of muſicians among them, whom Ver-

res fent away to Rome a prefent to a friend ; and

the reft, who had either youth or beauty, or ſkill

in any art, were diftributed to his Clerks and de-

pendents, to be kept for his ufe ; but the few who

were old and deformed, were committed to the

dungeon and referved for puniſhment [u]. The

Captain of theſe Pirates had long been a terror to

the Sicilians ; fo that they were all eager to fee his

perfon, and to feed their eyes with his execution :

butbeing rich, he found meanstoredeem his head,

and was carefully kept out offight, and conveyed

to fome private cuftody, till Verres could make

the beſt market of him . The people in the mean

time grew impatient and clamorous for thedeath

of the Pirates, whom all other Prætors uſed to

[ ] Cleomenem & navar-

chos ad fe vocari jubet ; ac-

cufat eos, quod hujufmodi

de fe fermones habuerint :

rogat ut id facere defiftant,

& in fua quifque navi dicat

fe tantum habuiffe nautarum,

quantum oportuerit Illi fe

oftendunt quod vellet effe

facturos Îfte in tabulas re-

fert ; obfignat fignis amico-

rum- Ifte hominibus miferis

innocentibufque injici catenas

jubet-Veniunt Syracufas pa-

rentes propinquique mifero-

rum adolefcentium &c. In

-

VOL. I.

Verr. 5, 39, 40, &c.

-

[u] Erat ea navis plenaju-

ventutis formofiffimæ, plena

argenti facti atque fignati,

multa cum ftragula veite -

fiqui fenes aut deformes e-

rant, eos in hoftium numero

ducit : qui aliquid formæ,

ætatis, artificiique habebant,

abducit omnes, nonnullos

fcribis fuis, filio, cohortique

diftribuit . Symphoniacos ho-

mines fex cuidam amico fuo

Romam muneri mifit, &c.

Ib. 25, &c.

I execute
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execute as ſoon as taken ; and knowing the num-

ber of them to be great, could not be fatisfied

with thefew old and decrepit, whom Verres will-

ingly facrificed to their refentment . He took this

opportunity therefore to clear the dungeon of

thofe Roman Citizens, whom he had reſerved for

fuch an occafion, and now brought out to execu-

tion as a part of the Piratical crew; but to pre-

vent the imprecations and cries, which Citizens

uſed to make of their beingfree Romans, and to

hinder their being known alfo to any other Citi-

zens there prefent, he produced them all with

their headsand faces fo muffledup, thatthey could

neither be heard nor ſeen, and in that cruel man-

nerdeſtroyed great numbers of innocent men [x].

But to finish at laſt this whole ftory of Verres :

After he had lived many years in a miſerable exil,

forgotten and deferted by all his friends, he is faid

to have been relieved by the generofity of Ci-

cero [y]; yet was profcribed and murthered after

all byMarcAnthony, for the fake of his fineftatues

and Corinthian veſſels, which he refuſed to part

with [z]: happy onely, as Lactantius fays, before

his death, to have feen the more deplorable end

of his old enemy and accufer Cicero [a].

BUT neitherthe condemnation of this criminal,

nor the conceffions already made by the Senate,

[x] Archipiratam ipfum

vidit nemo-cum omnes, ut

mos eft, concurrerent, quære-

rent,videre cuperent, &c. [ib.

26. ] Cum maximus numerus

deeffet, tum iſte in eorum lo-

cum, quos domum fuam de

piratis abduxerat, fubftituere

cœpit cives Romanos, quos in

carcerem antea conjecerat-

Itaque alii cives Romani ne

cognofcerentur, capitibus ob-

I

volutis e carcere ad palum

atque necem rapiebantur, &c.

Ib . 28, &c.

Quid de multitudine dice-

mus eorum, qui capitibus in-

volutis in piratarum captivo-

rumque numero produceban-

tur, ut fecuri ferirentur. Ib.

60.

[ ] Senec. 1. 6. Suafor. 6.

[z] Plin. Hift. N. 1. 34. 2.

[4] Lactan. 2. 4.

were
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were able to pacify the difcontents of the people :

they demanded ſtill, as loudly as ever, the refto-

ration of the Tribunician power, and the right of

judicature to the Equestrian order ; till after various

contefts and tumults, excited annually on that

account bythe Tribuns, they were gratified this

year in them both ; in the firft by Pompey the

Conful, in the fecond by L. Cotta the Prator [b].

The Tribuns were ftrenuouſly affifted in all this

ftruggle by J. Cæfar [c], and as ftrenuouſly op-

pofed by all who wiſhed well to the tranquillity

of the City: for long experience had ſhewn, that

they had always been, not onely the chief di-

fturbers ofthe public peace, by the abuſe oftheir

extravagant power, but the conftant tools of all

the ambitious, who had any defigns of advan-

cing themſelves above the laws [d] : for by cor-

rupting one or more of the Tribuns, whichthey

were fure to effect by paying their full price, they

could either obtain from the people whatever

they wanted, or obftruct at leaft whatever fhould

be attempted againſt them: fo that this act was

generally diſliked by the better fort, and gave a

fufpicion of nogood intentions in Pompey ; who

to remove all jealoufies againſt him on this, or

any other account, voluntarily took an oath, that

on the expiration of his Confulfhip he would accept

no public command or government, but content him-

felf with the condition of a private Senator [e].

[6] Hoc confulatu Pom-

peius Tribuniciam potefta-

tem reftituit, cujus imaginem

Sylla fine re reliquerat . Vell.

Pat . 2. 30.

[c] Auctores reftituendæ

Tribuniciæ poteftatis enixif-

I 2

fine juvit. Sueton. J. Cæf. 5 .

[d] Le Legib. 3. 9..

[e] Qui cum Conful lau-

dabiliter juraffet, fe in nul-

lam provinciam ex eo magi-

ftratu iturum . Vell. Pat. 2 .

31.

PLUTARCH

·
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PLUTARCH fpeaks of this act, as the effect of

Pompey's gratitude to thepeople for the extraordina-

ry honors which they had heaped upon him: but

Cicero makes the beft excufe for it afterPompey's

death, which the thing itſelf would bear, by ob-

ferving, that a Stateſman must always confider not

onely what is beft, but what is neceſſary to the times;

that Pompey well knew the impatience of the people ;

and that they would not bear the loss of the Tribuni-

cianpower much longer ; and it was the part there-

fore of agood Citizen, not to leave to a bad one the

credit of doing what was too popular to be with-

ftood [f]. But whatever were Pompey'sviews in

the reftitution of this power, whether he wanted

the ſkill or the inclination to apply it to any bad

purpoſe, it is certain, that he had cauſe to repent

of it afterwards, when Cæfar, who had a better

head with a worſe heart, took the advantage of

it to his ruin ; and by the help of the Tribuns was

Supplied both with the power and the pretext for

overturning the Republic [g] .

As to the other difpute, about restoring the

right of judging to the Knights, it was thought the

best way of correcting the infolence of the No-

bles, to fubject themto thejudicature ofan inferior

order, who frorn a natural jealoufy and envy to-

wards them, would be fure to punish their op-

preffions with proper feverity. Itwas ended how-

ever at laft by a compromife, and a newlawwas

prepared by common confent, to veft this power

jointly in the Senators and the Knights ; from each

of which orders a certain number was to be

drawn annually by lot, to fit in judgement to-

gether with the Prætor upon all caufes [b].

[f] De Legib. 3. 11 .

[*] Ὅτε δὴ καὶ μάλισα τῷ

Πομπηίῷ μελεμέλησε την δημαρ-

χίαν ενα αγόνι αὖθις ἐπὶ τὸ

BUT

dexão . Appian. 2. p . 445.

[b] Per idem tempus Cotta

judicandi munus, quod C.

Gracchus
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BUT forthe more effectual cure of that general

licence and corruption of morals, which had in-

fected all orders, another remedy was alfo provid-

ed this year, an election of Cenfors: it ought re-

gularly to have been made every five years, but

had now been intermitted from the time of Sylla

for aboutfeventeen. Theſe Cenfors were the guardi-

ans of the difcipline and manners ofthe City [i], and

had a power to punish vice and immorality by

fome mark of infamy in all ranks of men, from

the higheſt tothe loweſt. The perfons now chofen

were L. Gellius and Cn. Lentulus ; both of them

mentioned by Cicero as his particular acquaintance,

and the laft as his intimate friend [k] . Their au

thority, after fo long an intermiffion, was exer-

ciſed with that ſeverity which the libertiniſm of

the times required ; for they expelled abovefixty

four from the Senate for notorious immoralities, the

greateft part for the deteftable practice of taking

moneyforjudging caufes [ 1 ] , and among them C.

Antonius, the uncle of the Triumvir ; fubfcribing

their reaſons for it, that he hadplundered the allies,

declined a trial, mortgaged his lands, and was not

mafter of bis eftate [m] : yet this very Antonius

was elected Edile and Prætor foon after in his

proper courſe, and withinfixyearsadvanced to the

Gracchus ereptum Senatui,

ad Equites, Sylla ab illis ad

Senatum tranftulerat, æqua-

liter inter utrumque ordinem

partitus eft. Vell. Pat . 2. 32 .

[1] Tu es præfectus mori-

bus, magifter veteris difcipli-

næ ac feveritatis. Pro Clu-

en. 46.

[k] Nam mihi cum am-

bobus eft amicitia : cum al-

tero vero magnus ufus &-

fumma neceffitudo . Pro Clu-

entio, 42 .

[1] Quos autem duo Cen-

fores, clariffimi viri furti &

captarumpecuniarum nomine

notaverunt ; ii non modo in

Senatum redierunt, fed etiam

illarum ipfarum rerum judi-

ciis abfoluti funt. Ibid. Vid,

Pigh. Annal. ad A. U. 683 .

[m] Afconius in Orat. in

Tog. cand .

I 3 Conful
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Confulship : which confirms what Cicero fays of

this Cenforian animadverfion, that it was become

merely nominal, and had no other effect, than of

putting a man to the bluſh [n] .

FROM the impeachment of Verres, Cicero en-

tered upontheEdileship, and in one of his fpeeches

gives us a fhort account ofthe duty of it : " Iam

66

now chofen Ædile, fays he, and am ſenſible of

" what is committed to me by the Roman peo-

" ple: Iam to exhibit with the greateſt folemnity

" the moſt facred fports to Ceres, Liber, and

" Libera ; am to appeafe and conciliate the mo-

" ther Flora to the people and city ofRomeby

" thecelebration of the public games ; am to fur-

" nifhoutthofe ancientfhews, the first which were

" called Roman, with all poffible dignity and re-

cc

ligion, in honor of Jupiter, Juno, Minerva ;

" am to take care alfo of all the facred Edifices,

" and indeed of the whole City, &c. [o].” The

people were paffionately fond of all theſe games

and diverfions ; and the public allowance forthem

being but ſmall, according to the frugality of the

old Republic, the Ediles fupplied the reft attheir

own coft, and were often ruined by it. For every

part of theEmpirewas ranfacked for what was rare

and curious to adorn the fplendor of their fhews :

the Forum, in which they were exhibited, was

ufually beautified with porticos built for the pur-

pofe, and filled with the choiceft ftatues andpictures

whichRome and Italy afforded . Cicero reproaches

Appius for draining Greece and the lands of all

theirfurniture of this kindfor the ornament of bis

[ ] Cenforis judicium ni-

hil fere damnato affert præ-

ter ruborem . Itaque quod

omnis ca judicatio verfatur

tantummodo in nomine, ani-

madverfio illa ignominia dicta

eft . Fragment. e lib . 4. de

Repub . ex Nonio.

[ ] In Verr. 5. 14.

Edile-
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Edileship [p] : and Verres is faid to have fup-

plied his friends Hortenfius and Metellus with

all thefine ftatues of which he had plundered the

Provinces [9].

SEVERAL of the greateſt men of Cicero's time

had diſtinguiſhed themſelves by an extraordinary

expence and magnificence in this magiftracy; Lu-

cullus, Scaurus, Lentulus, Hortenfius [r], and

C.Antonius ; who, though expelled fo lately from

the Senate, entertained the City this year with

Stage-plays, whofe fcenes were covered with filver ;

in whichhe wasfollowed afterwards by Murena [s] :

yet J. Cæfar outdid them all ; and in the ſports

exhibited for his Father's Funeral, made the whole

furniture ofthe Theater offolidfilver, fo that wild

beafts were thenfirft feen to tread on that metal [ t] :

but the excess of his expenſe was but inproportion

to the excess of his ambition ; for the reft were

onely purchaſing the Confulfhip, he the Empire.

Cicero took the middle way, and obferved the

rule which he preſcribed afterwards to his fon, of

an expenſe agreeable to his circumftances [u] ; ſo as

[ ] Omnia figna, tabulas,

ornamentorum quod fuperfuit

in fanis & communibus locis,

tota e Græcia atque Infulis

omnibus,honoris populiRom.

caufa-deportavit . Pro Dom,

ad Pont. 43.

[9] Afconius .

[r] De Offic. 2. 16,

[ ] Ego qui trinos ludos

Edilis feceram, tamen An-

tonii ludis commovebar. Ti-

bi, qui cafu nullos feceras,

nihil hujus iftam ipfam, quam

tu irrides, argenteamfcenam

adverfatam putas ? ProMu-

ren. 20,

Mox, quod etiam in mu-

nicipiis imitantur, C. Anta-

nius ludos ſcena argentea fe-

çit : item L. Murena . Plin.

Hift. N. 33. 3.

[] Cæfar, qui poftea Dic-

tator fuit, primus in Ædili-

tate, munere patris funebri,

omni apparatu arenæ argen-

teo ufus eft, ferafque argen-

teis vafis incedere tum pri-

mùm vifum. Ibid.

[u] Quare fi poftulatur a

populo-faciendum eft, modo

pro facultatibus ; nos ipfi ut

fecimus. De Offic. 2. 17.

14
neither
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neither to hurt his character by a fordid illibera-

lity, nor his fortunes by a vain oftentation of

magnificence ; fince the one, by making a man

odious, deprives him of the power of doing

good ; the other, by making him neceffitous,

puts him under the temptation of doing ill :

thus Mamercus, by declining the Edileship through

frugality, loft the Confulship [x] : and Cæfar, by

his prodigality, was forced to repair his own ru-

in by ruining the Republic.

BUT Cicero's popularity was built on a more

folid foundation, the affection of his Citizens,

from a ſenſe of his merit and ſervices ; yet in

compliance with the cuftom and humor of the

City, be furnished the three folemn fhews above-

mentioned, to the intire fatisfaction of the people :

an expenſe which he calls little, in respect of the

great honors which he had received from them [y].

The Sicilians, during his Edileship, gave him

effectual proofs of their gratitude, by fupplying

him largely with all manner of provifions, which

their Iſland afforded, for the ufe of his table and

the public feafts, which he was obliged to provide

in this magiftracy : but inftead of making any

private advantage of their liberality, he applied

the whole to the benefit of the poor ; and by the help

of this extraordinary fupply contrived to reduce the

price of victuals in the Markets [z].

HORTENSIUS was one of the Confuls of this

year; which produced nothing memorable but the

dedication ofthe Capitol by 2. Lutatius Catulus. It

had been burnt down in Sylla's time, who under-

took the care of rebuilding it, but did not live to

[*] Ibid.

[] Nam pro amplitudine

honorum, quos cunctis fuf-

fragiis adepti fumus- fane

exiguus fumtus Edilitatis

fuit. Ibid.

[x] Plutarch. in Cic.

fee
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feeit finished, which he lamented in his laſt illneſs,

as the onelything wanting to complete bis felicity [a].

By his death that charge fell to Catulus, as being

Conful at the time, who dedicated it this fummer

with great pomp and folemnity, and had the ho-

nor to have his name infcribed on the front [b].

On the occafion of this Feſtival, he is faid to

have introduced fome inftances of luxury not

known before in Rome, of covering the area, in

which the people fat, witha purple veil, imitating

the color of thesky, and defendingfrom the injuries

of it; and of gilding the tiles of this noble fabric,

which were made of copper: for though the ciel-

ings of Temples had before been fometimes gilt,

yet this was the firſt uſe ofgold on the outfide of any

building [c]. Thus the Capitol, like all ancient

[a] Hoc tamen felicitati

fuæ defuiffe confeffus eft,

quod Capitolium non dedica-

viffet. Plin. Hift . N. 7. 43.

Curam victor Sylla fufce-

pit, neque tamen dedicavit :

hoc unum felicitati negatum.

Tacit. Hift. 3. 72.

[6] The following Infcrip

tion was found in the ruins

of the Capitol, and is fup-

pofed byfome to be the very

original which Catulus put

up; where it remained, as

Tacitus fays, to the time of

Vitellius. Ibid.

Q. LVTATIVS Q. F.

Q. N. CATVLVS. COS.

SVBSTRVCTIONEM. ET

TABVLARIVM. EXS. C.

FACIVNDVM. CVRAV.

[ ] Quod primus omnium

invenit Q. Catulus, cumCa-

pitolium dedicaret. Plin. 19.

1. Cumfua ætas varie de Ca-

tulo exiftimaverit, quod te-

gulas areas Capitolii inauraf-

fet primus. Ib. 33.3 . Though

Pliny calls Catulus the first in-

ventor of theſe purple veils,

yet Lucretius, who, as fome

think, died in this year, or,

as others more probably, a-

boutfixteenyears after,ſpeaks

of them as of common ufe in

all the Theaters.

Carbafus ut quondam mag-

nis intenta Theatris.

Lib . 6. 108.

Et vulgo faciunt id lutea,

ruffaque vela,

Et ferrugina, cum magnis

intenta Theatris,

Per malos volgata, trabesque

trementia Autant.

Lib. 4. 73.

J.Cæfar covered the whole

Forum with them, and the

later Emperors the Amphi-

theaters, in all their fhews of

Gladiators
and other ſports.

Dio. 1. 43.

ftructures,
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66

66

ftructures, rofe the more beautifull from it's ru-

ins ; which gave Cicero an opportunity of pay-

ing a particular compliment to Catulus in Ver-

res's trial, where he was one of the Judges : for

Verres having intercepted, as it is faid above,

the rich Candleſtick of King Antiochus, which

was defigned for the Capitol, Cicero, after he had

charged him with it, takes occafion to ſay, " I

" addrefs myſelf here to you, Catulus, for I am

fpeaking of your noble and beautifull monu-

" ment: it is your part to fhew not onely the

feverity of a judge, but the animofity of an

" accufer. Your honor is united with that of

" this Temple, and, bythe favor of the Senate

" and people of Rome, your name is confecrated

" with it to all pofterity : it muſt be your care

" therefore that the Capitol, as it is now reſtored

" more fplendidly, may be furniſhed alſo more

" richly than it was before ; as if the fire had

"been fent on purpoſe from heaven, not to de-

ftroy the Temple of Jupiter, but to require

" from us one more fhining and magnificent

" than the former [d]."

66

In this year Cicero is fuppofed to have defend-

ed Fonteius and Cæcina. Fonteius had been

Prætor of the Narbonefe Gaul for three years, and

was afterwards accuſed by the people of the Pro-

vince, and one of their Princes, Induciomarus, of

great oppreffion and exactions in his government,

and eſpecially of impofing an arbitrary tax on the

exportation of their wines. There were two hear-

ings in the caufe, yet but one ſpeech of Cicero's

remaining, and that fo imperfect, that we can

hardly form a judgement either of the merit, or

the iffue of it. Cicero allows the charge of the

wines to be a heavy one, if true [e] ; and by his

[e] Pro Fonteio, 5.
[d] In Verr. 4. 31 .

method
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method of defenſe one would fufpect it to be fo,

fince his pains are chiefly employed in excitingan

averfion to the accufers, and a compaffion to the

criminal. For, to deftroy the credit of the wit-

neffes, he repreſents the whole nation, " as a

" drunken, impious, faithlefs people ; natural

" enemiesto all religion, without any notion of

" the fanctity of an oath, and polluting the altars

" oftheir Gods with human facrifices : and what

" faith, what piety, fays he, can you imagine to

" bein thofe, who think that the Gods are to be

appeafed by cruelty and human blood [ƒ] ? '

And to raiſe at laſt the pity of theJudges, he urges

in a pathetic peroration the interceffion and tears of

Fonteius'sfifter, one of the Vestal virgins, who was

then prefent ; oppofing the piety and prayers of

this holyfuppliant, to the barbarity andperjuries of

the impious Gauls ; and admonishing the Bench of

the danger and arrogance offighting the fuit ofone.

whofepetitions, ifthe Godsfhouldreject, theythem-

felves muſt all be undone, &c. [g].

THE caufe of Cæcina was about the right of

fucceffion to a private eftate, which depended

on afubtle point of law [b], arifing from the inter

pretation of the Prætor's interdict : it fhews how-

ever his exact knowledge and skill in the civil

law, and that his public character and employ-

ment gave no interruption to his ufual diligence

in pleading cauſes.

AFTER the expiration of his Edileship he loft

his Coufin Lucius Cicero, the late companion of

his journey to Sicily ; whofe death he laments

with all the marks of a tender affection, in the

following letter to Atticus.

[f] Ibid. 10.

[g] Ibid. 17.

Cæcina, de verbis interdicti

fuit : res involutas definiendo

[5] Tota mihi caufa pro explicavimus. Orator: 29.

❝ You,
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" You, who of all men knowme the beſt, will

" eafily conceive howmuch I have been afflicted,

" and what a lofs I have fuftained both in my

" public and domeftic life : for in him I had eve-

ry thing which could be agreeable to a man,

" from the obliging temper and behaviour of

" another. I make no doubt therefore, but that

66 you alſo are affected with it, not onelyfor the

" fhare which you bear in my grief, but foryour

" own lofs of a relation and a friend, accom-

" pliſhed with every virtue ; who loved you, as

" well from his own inclination, as of what he

" uſed to hear of you from me, &c." [1].

WHAT made his kinfman's death the moreun-

lucky to him at this juncture was the want of his

help in making intereft for the Prætorship, for

which he now offered himſelf a candidate, after

the ufual interval of two years [k], from thetime

of his being chofen Edile : but the City was in

fuch a ferment all this fummer, that there was like

to be no election at all : the occafion of it aroſe

from the publication offome new laws, whichwere

utterly dilliked and fiercely oppofed by the Senate.

The firſt ofthem waspropofed in favorofPompey

byA.Gabinius, one of the Tribuns, as a testimony

of their gratitude, and the firſt fruits as it were of

that power which he had reſtored to them. It

was to grant him an extraordinary commiſſion for

quelling the Pirates, who infested the coafts and na-

vigation of the Mediterranean, to the diſgrace of

the Empire, and the ruin of all commerce [ ] ;

by which an abfolute command was conferred upon

[] Ad Attic. 1. 5.

[k] Ut fi Ædilis fuiffes,

poft biennium tuus annus ef-

Jet. Ep. fam. 10. 25.

[] Quis navigavit, qui

nonfe aut mortis aut fervitu-

tis periculo committeret, cum

aut hieme aut referto prædo-

num mari navigaret ? Pro leg.

Manil. 11.

bim
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him through allthe Provinces bordering on that fea,

as far as fifty miles within land. Theſe Pirates

were grown fo ftrong, and fo audacious, that they

had takenfeveral Roman Magiftrates and Embaſſa-

dorsprifoners, made fome fuccefsfull defcents onItaly

itself, and burnt the navy of Rome in the very port

of Oftia [m]. Yet the grant of a power fo exor-

bitant and unknown to the laws was ftrenuouſly

oppofed by Catulus, Hortenfius, and all the other

chiefs of the Senate, as dangerous to the public

liberty, nor fit to be entrusted to any fingle per-

fon : they alledged, " That theſe unuſual grants

" were the cauſe of all the mifery that the Re-

" public had fuffered from the Profcriptions of

" Marius and Sylla, who, by a perpetual fuccef-

" fion of extraordinary commands, were made

" too great to be controuled by the authority of

" the laws ; that though the fame abuſe ofpower

" was not to be apprehended from Pompey, yet

"the thing itſelf was pernicious, and contrary to

" the conſtitution of Rome ; that the equality of

" a Democracy required, that the public honors

" fhould be fhared alike by all who were worthy

" ofthem ; that there was no other way to make

" men worthy, and to furnish the City with a

" number and choice of experienced command-

ers: and if, as it was faid by fome, there were

really none at that time fit to command but

Pompey, the true reafon was, becauſe they

66

[m] Qui ad vos ab exteris

nationibus venirent, querar,

cum legati populi Romani

redempti fint? Mercatoribus

tutum mare non fuiffe dicam,

cum duodecim fecures in po-

teftatem prædonum pervene-

rint? Quid ego Oftienſe in-

commodum, atque illam la-

bem & ignominiam Reipub.

querar, cum prope infpec-

tantibus vobis, claffis ea, cui

Conful populi Romani præ-

pofitus effet, a prædonibus

capta atque oppreffa eft ? Ib.

12.

" would
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" would fuffer none to command but Pom-

<3
pey [n]." All the friends of Lucullus were

particularly active in the oppofition ; apprehend-

ing, that this new commiffion would encroach

upon his Province and command in the Mithri-

datic war: fo that Gabinius, to turn the popular

clamor on that fide, got a plan of the magnificent

Palace, which Lucullus was building, painted upon

a banner, and carried about the streets by his mob ;

to intimate, that he was making all that expence out

of the fpoils of the Republic [o].

CATULUS, in fpeaking to the people againſt

this law, demanded of them, If every thing must

needs be committed to Pompey, what they would do

ifany accident fhould befall bim? Upon which, as

Cicero fays, be reaped the juft fruit of his virtue,

when they all cried out with one voice, that their de-

pendence would then be upon him [p]. Pompey

himſelf, who was naturally a great diffembler, af

fected not onely an indifference, but a diſlike to

the employment, and begged of the people to confer

it on fome body elfe ; and after all the fatigues which

be had undergone in their fervice, to give him leave

to retire to the care of his domeftic affairs, andſpare

him the trouble and odium of fo invidious a commif-

fion [q]. But this feeming felf-denial gave a han-

dle onely to his friends to extoll his modeſty and

integrity the more effectually ; and fince there

had been a precedent for the law a few years be-

[ ] Dio. 1. 36. p. 15 .

[o] Tugurium utjam vide-

atur effe illa villa, quam ipfe

Tribunus plebis pictam olim

in concionibus explicabat,

quo fortiffimum ac fummum

civem- in invidiam vocaret.

Pro Sext. 43.

[P] Qui cum ex vobis quæ-

reret, fi in uno Cn. Pompeio

omnia poneretis, fi quid eo

factum effet, in quo fpem ef-

fetis habituri ? -Cepit mag-

num fuæ virtutis fructum , cum

omnes una prope voce, in eo

ipfo vos fpem habituros effe

dixiftis . Pro leg . Man. -20.

[9] Dio. I. 36. p. 11.

fore,
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fore, in favorof a man much inferior both in me-

rit and intereft, M. Antonius [r], it was carried

againſt the united authority of all theMagiftrates,

but with the general inclination of the people :

whenfrom the greatest scarcity ofprovifions which

bad been knownfor a long time in Rome, the credit

of Pompey's name funk the price of them at once, as

if plenty had been actually restored [s] . But though

the Senate could not hinder the law, yet they had

their revenge on Gabinius, the author of it, by

preventinghis being chofen oneofPompey'sLieu-

tenants, which was what he chiefly aimed at, and

what Pompey himſelf follicited [ ] : though Pom-

pey probably made him amends for it in fome

other way ; fince, as Cicero fays, he was fo necef-

fitous at this time, andfoprofligate, that, if he had

not carried hislaw, he must have turned Pirate him-

felf[u]. Pompey had a fleet of five hundred fail

allowed for this expedition, with twentyfourLieu-

tenants chofen out of the Senate [x] ; whom he

diftributed ſo ſkillfully throughthe ſeveral ſtations

of the Mediterranean, that in less thanfifty days he

drove the Pirates out of all their lurking holes, and

infour months put an end to the whole war : for he

did not preparefor it till the end of winter, fet out

[r] Sed idem hoc ante bi-

ennium in M. Antonii præ-

tura decretum . Vell. Pat.

2. 31.

[ Quo die a vobis mari

timo bello præpofitus eft im-

perator, tanta repente vilitas

annonæ ex fumma inopia &

caritate rei frumentaria con-

fecuta eft, unius hominis fpe

& nomine, quantum vix ex

fumma ubertate agrorum di-

uturna pax efficere potuiffet,

Pro leg. Man. 15.

[ ] Ne legaretur A. Gabi-

nius Cn. Pompeio expetenti

ac poftulanti . Ib. 19.

[u] Nifi rogationem de pi-

ratico bello tuliffet, profecto

egeftate ac improbitate co-

actus piraticam ipfe feciffet.

Poft redit. in Senat. 5.

[x] Plutarch. in Pomp.

upon
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upon it in the beginning offpring, and finished it in

the middle offummer [ y].

A SECOND law was publiſhed by L. Otho, for

the affignment of diftinct feats in the Theatres tothe

Equeftrian order, whouſed before to fit promifcu-

ouſly with the populace : but bythis lawfourteen

rows of benches, next to thofe ofthe Senators, were

to be appropriated to their ufe ; by which befecured

to them, as Cicero fays, both their dignity and their

pleafure [z]. The Senate obtained the fame pri-

vilege ofseparate feats about an hundred years be-

fore, in the Confulfhip of Scipio Africanus, which

highly difgufted the people, and gave occafion, fays

Livy, as all innovations are apt to do, to muchde-

bate and cenfure ;for manyofthe wiserfort condemned

allfuch diftinctions in a free City, as dangeroustothe

publicpeace: and Scipio himſelfafterwards repented,

and blamed himselffor fuffering it [a]. Otho's law,

we mayimagine, gave ftill greater offence, as it

was a greater affront to the people, to be re-

moved yet farther from what of all things they

werefondeſt of, thefight ofplays andfhews : it was

carried however by the authority of the Tribun,

and is frequently referred to by the Claffic writers,

[] Ipfe autem, ut a Brun-

difio profectus eft, undequin-

quagefimo die totam ad im-

perium populi Romani Cili-

ciam adjunxit- ita tantum

bellum Cn. Pompeius ex-

trema hieme apparavit, ine-

unte vere fufcepit, media

æftate confecit. Pro leg.

Man. 12.

-

[x] L. Otho, vir fortis,

meus neceffarius, Equeftri or-

dini reftituit non folum dig-

nitatem, fed etiam volupta-

tem. Pro Mur. 19.

[a] P. Africanus ille fupe-

rior, ut dicitur, non folum a

fapientiffimis hominibus, qui

tum erant, verum etiam a

feipfo fæpe accufatus eft,

quod cum Conful effet-paf-

fus effet tum primum a po-

pulari confeffu fenatoria fub.

fellia feparari. Pro Cornel.

I. Fragment. ex Afconio.

[Liv. 1. 34. 54. ] Ea res a

vertit vulgi animum & favo

rem Scipionis vehementer

quaffavit. Val. Max. 2. 4.

4 as
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as an act very memorable, and [b] what made

much noife in it's time.

C. Cornelius alfo, another Tribun, was pushing

forward athird law, of a graver kind, to probibit

bribery in elections by the fanction ofthe feverest pe-

nalties: the rigor ofit highly difpleafed the Senate,

whofe warm oppofition raiſed great diſorders in

the City, fo that all other bufinefs was interrupt-

ed, the elections ofmagiftrates adjourned, and the

Confuls forced to have a guard. The matter how-

ever was compounded, by moderating the feve-

rity of the penalties in a new law offered bythe

Confuls, which was accepted by Cornelius, and

enacted in proper form under the title ofthe Cal-

purnian law, from the name of the Conful C. Cal-

purnius Pifo [c]. Cicero fpeaks of it ſtill as rigo-

rously drawn [d]; for befides a pecuniary fine, it

rendered the guilty incapable ofany public office or

place in the Senate. This Cornelius feems to have

been a brave and honeft Tribun, though fome-

what too fierce and impetuous in afferting the

rights ofthe Citizens : he publiſhed another law,

toprohibit any man's being abfolved from the obliga

tion of the laws, except by the authority of thepeo-

ple ; which, though a part of the old conftitution,

had long been ufurped by the Senate, who dif

penfed with the laws by their own decrees, and

thofe often made clandeftinely, when a fewonely

were privy to them. The Senate being refolved

not to part with fo valuable a privilege, prevailed

with another Tribun to inhibit the publication of

[6]-fedilibufque magnus ftinxit, Othoni.

in primis Eques

Othone contemptofedet-

Hor. Ep. 4. 15.

Juv. 3. 159.

[c] Dio. 1. 36. c. 18.

[d] Erat enim ſeveriffime

fcripta Calpurnia. Pro Mur.

Sic libitum vano, qui nos di-
23.

VOL. I. K ity
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it, when it came to be read ; upon which Corne-

lius took the book from the Clerk, and read it

himfelf. This was irregular, and much inveigh-

ed against, as a violation of the rights oftheTri-

bunate ; fo that Cornelius was once more forced to

compound the matter by a milder law, forbidding

the Senate to pass anyfuch decrees, unless when two

bundred Senators were prefent [e] . Theſe diftur-

bances however proved the occafion of an unex-

pected honor to Cicero, by giving him a more

ample and public teftimony ofthe people's affec-

tion ; for in three different affemblies convened for

the choice of Prators, two of which were diffolved

without effect, he was declared every time the first

Prætor, bythe fuffrages ofall the Centuries [f].

THE Prætorwas a magiftrate next in dignity to

the Confuls, created originally as a collegue or af-

fiftant to them in the adminiſtration of Justice,

and to fupply their place alfo in abfence [g]. At

firſt there was but one ; but as the dominion and

affairs ofthe Republic encreafed, fo the number of

Prætors was gradually enlarged from one to eight.

They were chofen not as the inferior magiſtrates,

by the people voting in their Tribes, but in their

Centuries, as the Confuls and Cenfors alfo were. In

the firſt method, the majority ofvotes in each Tribe

determined the general vote ofthe Tribe, and a ma-

jority ofTribes determined the election, in which the

meaneft citizen had as good a vote as the beft :

but inthe fecond the balance ofpower was thrown

into the hands of the better fort, by a wife con-

trivance of one of their Kings, Servius Tullius ;

who divided the whole body of the Citizens into a

[e] Afconii argument. pro

Cornelio.

[ ] Nam cum propter di-

lationem comitiorum terPræ-

tor primus centuriis cunctis

renunciatus fum. Pro leg.

Manil. 1 .

[g] Aul. Gellius, 13. 15.

bundred
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bundred and ninety three Centuries, according to a

Cenfus or valuation oftheir eftates ; and then reduced

thefe Centuries into fix Claffes according to the fame

rule, affigning to the first or richest Class ninety fe-

ven of thefe Centuries, or a majority of the whole

number: fo that if the Centuries of the firft Clafs

agreed, the affair was over, and the votes of all

the reft infignificant [b].

THE buſineſs of the Prætors was to prefide and

judge in all cauſes, eſpecially of a public or crimi-

nal kind, where their feveral jurifdictions were af-

figned to them by lot [ ]; and it fell to Cicero's

to fit upon actions of extortion and rapine, brought

against Magiftrates and Governors ofProvinces [k] ;

in which, as he tells us himſelf, he had acted asan

accufer, fat as ajudge, and prefided as Prætor [1].

In this office he acquired a great reputation of in-

tegrity bythe condemnation of Licinius Macer, a

perfon ofPrætorian dignity andgreat eloquence ; who

would have made an eminent figure at the Bar, ifhis

abilities had not beenfullied by the infamy ofa vicious

life [m]. " This man, as Plutarch relates it, de-

" pending upon his intereft, and the influence of

" Craffus, who fupported himwith all his power,

" was fo confident of being acquitted, that with-

" outwaiting for fentence, hewent home to dreſs

" himſelf, and, as if already abfolved, was re-

" turning towards the Court in a white gown ;

" but being met on his way by Craffus, and in-

[b] From this divifion of

the people into Claffes, the

word Claffical, whichwenow

apply to writers of the firft

rank, is derived : for it fig-

nified originally perfons ofthe

firft Clafs , all the reft being

ftiled infra Claffem. Ib.7.13.

[i] In Verr. A&t. 1. 8.

[k ] Poftulatur apud me

Prætorem primum de pecu-

niis repetundis. Pro Cornel.

1. fragm .

[1] Accufavi de pecuniis

repetundis, Judex fedi, Præ-

tor quæfivi, &c. Pro Rabir,

Poft. 4.

K 2

[ ] Brutus, 352.

" formed
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" formed that he was condemned bythe unani-

" mous fuffrage of the Bench, he took his bed,

" and died immediately." The ftory is told dif-

ferently by other writers : " That Macer was

" actually in the Court expecting the iffue ; but

perceiving Cicero ready to give judgement

againft him, he fent one to let him knowthat

" he was dead, and ftopping his breath at the

" fame time with an handkerchief, inſtantly ex-

pired ; fo that Cicero did not procede to fen-
66

66 tence, bywhich Macer's eftate was faved to his

" fon Licinius Calvus, an orator afterwards of

" the firſt merit and eminence [2]." But from

Cicero's own account it appears, that after treat-

ingMacerin the trial withgreat candour andequity,

be actually condemned him with the univerfal appro-

bation of the people ; and did himſelf much more bo-

nor andfervice by it, than he couldhave reaped, he

fays, by Macer's friendſhip and intereft, if he had

acquitted him [o].

MANILIUS, one ofthe newTribuns, no fooner

entered into his office, than he raiſed a freſh di-

ſturbance in the City, by the promulgation of a

lawforgranting toflaves fet free a right of voting

amongtheTribes ; which gave fo much ſcandal to

all, and was fo vigorously oppofed by the Senate,

that he was preſently obliged to drop it [p] : but

being always venal, as Velleius fays, and the tool of

othermen'spower, thathe might recover his credit

with the people, and engage the favor of Pom-

pey, he propofed a fecond law, that Pompey,

[n] Plutarch. Cic. Valer.

Max. 9. 12.

[o] Nos hic incredibili ac

fingulari populi voluntate de

C. Macro tranfegimus : cui

cum æqui fuiffemus, tamen

multo majorem fructum ex

populi exiftimatione, illo dam-

nato, cepimus, quam ex ip-

fius, fi abfolutus effet, gratia

cepiffemus. Ad Att. 1. 4.

[P] Afcon. in Orat. pro

Cornel . Dio, 1. 36. 20.

who
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!

who was then in Cilicia extinguishing the remains of

the Piratic war, fhould have the government ofAfia

added to his commiffion, with the command of the

Mithridatic war, and of all the Roman armies in

thofe parts [q]. It was about eight years fince Lu-

cullus was firft fent to that war, in which, by a

ſeries of manygreat and glorious acts, he had ac-

quired areputation both of courage and conduct,

equal to that of the greateſt Generals : he had

driven Mithridates out ofhis kingdom ofPontus, and

gained feveral memorable victories against him,

thoughfupported by the whole force ofTigranes,

the moft potent Prince of Afia ; till his army,

haraffed byperpetual fatigues, and debauched by

his factious officers, particularly by his brotherin

lawyoung Clodius [r ] , began to grow impatient

of his difcipline, and to demand their diſcharge.

Their difaffection was ftill encreaſed by the un-

lucky defeat of one of his Lieutenants Triarius ;

who, in a rash engagement with Mithridates, was

deſtroyed with the lofs of his camp, and the beſt

of his troops: fo that as foon as they heard that

Glabrio, the Conful of the last year, was appointed

to fuccede bim, and actually arrived in Afia, they

broke out into an open mutiny, and refuſed to

follow him any farther, declaring themſelves to

be no longer his foldiers : but Glabrio, upon the

news ofthefe diforders, having no inclination to

enter upon fo troubleſome a command, chofe to

Stop fhort in Bithynia, without ever going to the

army [s].

[1] Semper venalis, &

alienæ minifter potentiæ, le-

gem tulit, ut bellum Mithri-

idaticum per Cn. Pompeium

adminiftraretur. Vell. Pat.

2. 33.

culli follicitato per nefandum

fcelus, fugit illinc. De Aru-

fpicum refponf. 20. Plutarch.

in Lucull.

[s] Pro leg. Manil. 2, 9.

Plutarch. ib. Dio, 1. 36.

[ ] Poft, exercitu L. Lu- p. 7.

K 3 THIS
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THIS mutinous fpirit in Lucullus's troops, and

the lofs ofhis authority with them, which Glabrio

was ftill lefs qualified to fuftain, gave a reaſonable

pretext to Manilius's law ; and Pompey's fuccefs

against the Pirates, and his being upon the fpot

with a great army, made it likewife the more

plaufible : fo that after a ſharp conteſt and oppo-

fition from fome of the beſt and greateſt of the

Senate, the Tribun carried his point, and got the

law confirmed by the people. Cicero fupported

it with all his eloquence, in a fpeech from the

Roftra, which he had never mounted till this oc-

cafion : where, in difplaying the character of

Pompey, he draws the picture of a confummate

General, with all the ftrength and beauty ofcolors,

which words can give. He was now in the career

ofhis fortunes, and in fight as it were ofthe Con-

fulfhip, the grand object of his ambition ; ſo that

his conduct wasfufpected to flowfroman intereſted

view offacilitating his own advancement, by pay-

ing this courtto Pompey's power: but the reafons

already intimated,and Pompey'sfingular character

of modeſty and abftinence, joined to the fuperio-

rity ofhis military fame, might probably convince

him, that it was not onely fafe, but neceſſary at

this time, to commit a war, which no body elfe

could finish, to fuch a General ; and a power,

which no body elſe ought to be entruſted with, to

fuch a man. This he himſelffolemnly affirms in

the conclufion ofhis fpeech : " I call the Gods to

" witnefs, fays he, and efpecially thoſe who pre-

" fide overthis Temple, and infpect the minds

" of all who adminifter the public affairs, that I

" neither do this at the defire of any one, nor to

" conciliate Pompey's favor, nor to procurefrom

any man's greatnefs, either a fupport in dan-

gers, or affiftance in honors: for as to dangers,

" I fhall
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" I fhall repell them as a man ought to do, by

" the protection of my innocence ; and for ho-

6c nors, I fhall obtain them, not from anyſingle

66

man, nor from this place, but from myufual

" laborious courfe of life, and the continuance

" of your favor.
favor. Whatever pains therefore I

" have taken in this caufe, I have taken it all, I

" affure you for the fake of the Republic ; and

" fo far from ferving any intereft ofmyown by

" it, have gained the ill will and enmity of ma-

ny, partly fecret, partly declared ; unneceffary

" to myſelf, yet not uſeleſs perhaps to you : but

" after ſo many favors received from you, and

" this very honor which I now enjoy, I have

" made it my refolution, Citizens, to preferyour

will, the dignity of the Republic, and the

" fafety ofthe Provinces, to all myown interefts

" and advantages whatſoever [t]."

66

J. Cæfar alfo was a zealous promotor of this

law; but from a different motive than the love

either of Pompey, or the Republic : his defign

was, to recommendhimself by it to the people, whofe

favor, he forefaw, would be of more ufe to him

than the Senate's, and to caft a fresh load of envy

on Pompey, which, by fome accident, might be

improved afterwards to his hurt ; but his chief

view wastomake the precedentfamiliar, that, what-

ever uſe Pompey might make of it, he himſelf

might one day make a bad one [u] . For this is

the common effect of breaking through the bar-

rier of the laws, by which many ſtates have been

ruined ; when, from a confidence in the abilities

and integrity of fome eminent Citizen, they in-

veft him, on preffing occafions, with extraordi-

nary powers, for the common benefit and defence

[ ] Pro leg. Manil . 24.的

.K 4

[u] Dio, 1. 36. 21.

of
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ofthe fociety : for though powerfo entruſted may

in particular cafes be of fingular fervice, and

fometimes even neceffary ; yet the example is al-

ways dangerous, furniſhing a perpetual pretenfe

to the ambitious and ill-defigning, to grafp at

every prerogative which had been granted at any

time to the virtuous, till the fame power, which

would fave a country in good hands, oppreffes it

at laft in bad.

THOUGH Cicero had now full employment as

Prætor,both in the affairs offtate and public trials :

yet he found time ftill to act the Advocate, as well

as the Judge, and not onely to hear caufes in his

own Tribunal, but to plead them alfo at the Tri-

bunals ofthe other Prators. He now defended

A. Clucntius, a Roman Knight offplendid family

and fortunes, accufed before the Prætor Q. Nafo,

ofpoyfening his father in law Oppianicus, who a few

years beforehadbeen triedandbanishedforanattempt

to poyfon Cluentius. The oration, which is extant,

lays open a fcene of fuch complicated villainy, by

poyfons, murther, inceft, fuborning witneſſes, cor-

ruptingjudges, as the Poets themfelves have never

feigned in any one family ; all contrived by the

mother ofCluentius against the life and fortunes

of her fon: " But what a mother ! fays Cicero ;

" one, who is hurried blindfold by the most cruel

" andbrutal paffions; whofe luft no ſenſe ofſhame

" reftrains ; who by the viciouſneſs ofher mind

" perverts all the laws of mento the worſt ends ;

" who acts with fuch folly, that none can take her

" for a human creature ; with fuch violence, that

" none can imagine her to be a woman ; with

" fuch cruelty, that none can conceive her to be

" a mother ; one, who has confounded not onely

" the name and the rights of nature, but all the

relations of it too : the wife of her fon in law!

" the
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"the ſtepmother of her fon ! the invader of her

" daughter's bed ! in fhort, who has nothing left

" in her of the human fpecies, but the mere

❝ form [x].

He is fuppofed to have defended feveral other

criminals this year, though the pleadings are now

loft, and particularly M. Fundanius : but what

gives the moſt remarkable proof of his induſtry,

is, that during this Prætorship, as fome ofthe an-

cient writers tell us, though he was in full prac-

tice and exercife of fpeaking, yet be frequented the

fchool ofacelebrated Rhetorician, Gnipho [y]. We

cannot fuppofe that his defign was to learn any

thing new, but to preferve and confirm that per-

fection which he had already acquired, and pre-

vent any ill habitfromgrowing infenfibly upon him, by

exercifinghimselfunderthe cbfervation offojudicious

a mafter. But his chief view certainly was, to

give fome countenance and encouragement to

Gnipho himſelf, as well as to the art which he

profeffed ; and by the prefence and authority of

one ofthe firſt Magiftrates ofRome, to inſpire the

young Nobles with an ambition to excell in it.

WHEN his Magiſtracy was juſt at an end, Ma-

nilius, whofe Tribunate expired a few days before,

was accuſed before him of rapine and extortion :

and though ten days were always allowed to the

criminal to prepare for his defence, he appointed

the very next day for the trial. This ſtartled and

offended the Citizens, who generally favored Ma-

nilius, and looked upon the proſecution as the

effect ofmalice and refentment on the part ofthe

Senate, for his law in favor of Pompey. The

8

[x] Pro Cluent. 70.

Scholam ejus claros

viros frequentaffe aiunt ; in

hisM. Ciceronem, etiamcum

Prætura fungeretur . Sueton.

de clar. Grammat. 7. Macrob.

Saturn . 3. 12.

Tribuns
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Tribuns therefore called Cicero to an account be-

fore the people, for treating Manilius fo roughly ;

who in defence of himſelf faid, That as it had

been hispractice to treat all criminals with humanity,

fo behadno defign ofalting otherwife withManilius,

but on the contrary had appointed that ſhort dayfor

the trial, because it was the onely one of which he

was mafter ; and that it was not the part of those,

who wished well to Manilius, to throw offthe caufe

to another Judge. This made a wonderfull change

in the minds of the audience, who applauding

his conduct, defired then that he would undertake

the defence of Manilius, to which he confented ;

andstepping up again into the Roftra, laid open the

fource of the whole affair, with manyfevere reflecti-

ons upon the enemies of Pompey [z] . The trial

however was dropt, on account of the tumults

which arofe immediately after in the City, from

fome new incidents of much greater importance.

Ar the Confular election, which was held this

fummer, P. Autronius Pætus and P. Cornelius

Sylla were declared Confuls ; but their election

was no fooner publiſhed, than they were accuſed

ofbribery and corruption bythe Calpurnian law, and

being brought to trial, and found guilty before

their entrance into office, forfeited the Confulfhip

to their accufers and competitors, L. Manlius

Torquatus and L. Aurelius Cotta. Catiline alfo,

who from his Prætorſhip had obtained the Province

of Afric, came to Rome this year to appear a

candidate at the election, but being accufed of

extortion and rapine in that government, was not

permitted by the Confuls to purfue his preten-

fions [a].

[z] Plutarch. in Cic.

[a] Qui tibi, cum L. Vol-

catius Conful in confilio fuif-

fet, ne petendi quidem pote-

ftatem effe voluerunt. Orat.

inTog. cand.

THIS

Catilina, pecuniarum repe-

tundarum reus, prohibitus e-

rat petere Confulatum . Sall.

18.
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"

THIS difgrace of men fo powerfull and defpe-

rate engaged them prefently in a confpiracy against

the State, in which it was refolved to kill the new

Confuls, with feveral others of the Senate, and

ſhare the government amongthemſelves : butthe

effect of it was prevented by fome information

given ofthe defign, which was too precipitately

laid to be ripe for execution. Cn. Pifo, an auda-

cious, needy, factious young nobleman, was privy to

it[b] ; and, as Suetonius fays, two more of much

greater weight, M. Craffus and J. Cæfar ; the firſt

ofwhom was to be created Dictator, the fecond

bis Mafter ofthe Horfe: but Craffus's heartfailing

bim, either through fear or repentance, he did not

appear at the appointed time, fo that Cafar would

not give the fignal agreed upon, of letting his robe

dropfrom hisfhoulder [ c ] . The Senate was parti-

cularly jealous ofPifo, and hoping to cure his dif-

affection by making him eafy in his fortunes, or

to remove him at leaſt from the cabals of his af

fociates, gave him the government ofSpain, at the

inftance ofCraffus, who ftrenuouſlyſupported him

as a determined enemy to Pompey. But before

his fetting out, Cafar and he are faid to have en-

tered into a new and feparate engagement, that the

one fhould begin fome disturbance abroad, while the

other was to prepare and inflame matters at home :

---

[6] Cn. Pifo, adolefcens

nobilis, fummæ audaciæ, e-

gens, factiofus cum hoc

Catilina & Autronius-con-

filio communicato, parabant

in Capitolio L. Cottam & L.

Torquatum Coff. interficere.

Ea re cognita, rurfus in Nonas

Feb. confilium cædis tranftu-

lerant. Ibid.

[c] Ut principio anni Se-

natum adorirentur, & truci-

datis, quos placitum effet,

Dictaturam Craffus invade-

ret, ipfe ab eoMagifter Equi-

tum diceretur.-Craffum pœ-

nitentia vel metu diem cædi

deftinatum non obiiffe, id-

circo, ne Cæfarem quidem

fignum, quod ab eo dari con-

venerat, dediffe . Sueton . in

J. Cæf. 9.

I but
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but this plot alfo was defeated by the unexpected

death of Pifo ; who was affaffinated by the Spa-

niards, as fome fay, for his cruelty, or, as others,

by Pompey's clients, and at the inftigation ofPompey

bimfelf[d].

CICERO, at the expiration of his Prætorship,

wouldnot accept anyforeign Province [ e], the ufual

reward of that Magiftracy, and the chief fruit

which the generality propoſed from it. He had

no particular love for money, nor genius for arms,

ſothat thoſe governments had no charms forhim:

the glory which he purſued was to fhine in the

eyes ofthe City, as the Guardian of it's laws, and

to teach the Magiftrates how to execute, the Citi-

zens how to obey them. But he was now pre-

paring to fue forthe Confulfhip, the great object of

all his hopes ; and his whole attention was em-

ployed how to obtain it in his proper year, and

without a repulfe. There were two years neceffa-

rily to intervene between the Prætorship and Con-

fulfhip ; the firft of which was ufually ſpent in

forming a general intereft, and folliciting for it as

it were in a private manner ; the ſecond in fuing

for it openly, in the proper form and habit of a

candidate. The affection of the City, fo fignally

declared for him in all the inferior ſteps ofhonor,

gavehim aftrongprefumption offuccefs in his pre-

fent pretenfions to the higheft : but as he had

reafon to apprehend a great oppofition from the

Nobility, who looked upon the public dignities

[d] Pactumque, ut fimul

foris ille, ipfe Romæ, ad res

novas confurgerent. Ibid.

Sunt, qui dicant, imperia

ejus injufta-barbaros nequi-

viffe pati : alii autem, equites

illos, Cn. Pompeii veteres cli-

entes, voluntate ejus Pifonem

aggreffos . Sall . 19.

[e] Tu in provinciam ire

noluifti : non poffum id in te

reprehendere, quod in meipfo

Prætor-probavi. Pro Mu-

ren. 20.

as
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as a kind of birth-right, and could not brook their

beingintercepted and fnatched from them by new

men [f]; fo he refolved to put it out of their

power to hurt him, by omitting no pains which

could be required of a candidate, of viſiting and

folliciting all the Citizens in perfon. At the elec-

tion therefore ofthe Tribuns on thefixteenth ofJuly,

where the whole City was affembled in the field of

Mars, he chofe to make his firft effort, and to

mix himſelfwith the crowd, on purpoſe to carefs

and falute them familiarly by name : and as foon

as there was any vacation in the Forum, which

happened ufually in Auguft, he intended to make

an excurfion into the Cifalpine Gaul, and in the

character ofa Lieutenant to Pifo, the Governor of

it, to visit the Towns and Colonies of that Province,

which was reckoned very ſtrong in the numberof

it's votes, and fo return to Rome in January fol-

lowing[g]. While he was thus employed infuing

for the Confulfhip, L. Cotta, a remarkable lover

ofwine, was one of the Cenfors, which gave oc-

cafion to one of Cicero's jokes, that Plutarch has

tranfmitted to us, that happening one day tobe

dry with the fatigue of his tafk, he called for a

glafs of waterto quench his thirft ; and when his

friends ftood clofe around him as he wasdrinking,

You do well, fays he, to cover me, left Cottashould

cenfure mefor drinking water.

Hewrote about the fame time to Atticus, then

at Athens, to defire him to engage all that band

ofPompey's dependents, who were ſerving under

Non idem mihi licet

quod iis, qui nobili genere

nati funt, quibus omnia po-

puli Romani beneficia dormi-

entibus deferuntur. In Verr.

5 70.

[g] Quoniam videtur in

fuffragiis multumpoffeGallia,

cum Romæ a judiciis Forum

refrixerit, excurremus menſe

Septembri legati ad Pifonem.

Ad Att. 1. 1 .

him
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him in the Mithridatic war, and by way of jeft

bids him tell Pompey himſelf, that he would not

take it ill ofhim, if he did not come inperfon to his

election [b]. Atticus ſpent many years in this re-

fidence at Athens, which gave Cicero an oppor-

tunity of employing him to buy a great number

offtatues for the ornament of his feveral Villa's,

eſpecially that at Tufculum, in which he took the

greateſt pleaſure [ i], for it's delightfull fituation

in the neighbourhood ofRome, and the conve-

nience of an eaſy retreat from the hurry and fa-

tigues oftheCity: here he had builtfeveral rooms

and galleries, in imitation ofthe Schools and Por-

tico's of Athens, which he called likewiſe by their

Attic names of the Academy and Gymnafium, and

defigned for the fame ufe of Philofophical confe-

rences with his learned friends. He had given

Atticus a general commiffion to purchaſe for him

any piece of Grecian art or fculpture, which was

elegant and curious, efpecially of the litterary kind,

or proper for the furniture of his Academy [k] ;

which Atticus executed to his great fatisfaction,

and fent him at different times feveral cargoes of

ftatues, which arrived fafe at the port of Cajeta,

near to his Formian Villa [ 1] ; and pleafed him al-

ways fo well, both in the choice and the price of

them, that upon the receipt of each parcel he ſtill

renewed his orders for more.

[b] Illam manum tu mihi

cura ut præftes, Pompeii no-

ftri amici. Nega me ei ira-

tum fore, fi ad mea comitia

non venerit. Ibid.

[i] Quæ tibi mandavi, &

quæ tu convenire intelliges

noftro Tufculano, velim, ut

fcribis, cures : nos ex omni-

bus moleftiis & laboribus uno

illo in loco conquiefcimus.

Ibid . 5 .

[k] Quicquid ejufdem ge-

neris habebis, dignum Aca-

demia quod tibi videbitur, ne

dubitaveris mittere, & arcæ

noftræ confidito. Ad Att. 1 .

9. Vid. it . 5 , 6, 10 .

[ ] Signa quæ curafti, ea

funt ad Cajetam expofita ,

Ib. 3.

" IHAVE
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" I HAVE paid, fays he, a hundred and fixty

« four pounds, as you ordered, to your agent

" Cincius, for the Megaric ftatues . The Mer-

" curies, which you mentioned, of Pentelician

" marble with brazen heads, give me already

" great pleaſure : Wherefore I would have you

" fend me as many of them as you can, and as

" foon as poffible, with any other ftatues and or-

naments which you think proper for the place,

" and in my taft, and good enough to pleaſe

yours ; but above all, fuch as will fuit my

" Gymnafium and Portico: for I am grown fo

" fond of all things of that kind, that though

" others probably may blame me, yet I depend

" on you to affift me [m].”

<<

66

Of all the pieces which Atticus fent, he ſeems

to have been the moſt pleaſed with a fort of com-

pound emblematical figures, repreſenting Mercury

and Minerva, or Mercury and Hercules jointly

upon one bafe, called Hermathenæ and Herme-

raclæ : for Hercules being the proper Deity of the

Gymnafium, Minerva of the Academy, and Mercury

common to both, they exactly fuited the purpoſe for

which he deſired them [2]. But he was fo intent

[m] Ibid. 8 .

[ ] Hermathena tua me

valde delectat. Ib. 1. Quod

ad me de Hermathena fcribis,

per mihi gratum eft-quod &

Hermes commune omnium,

& Minerva fingulare eft in-

figne ejus gymnafii . Ib. 4.

Signa noftra & Hermeraclas,

cum commodiffime poteris,

velim imponas. Ib . 10.

The learned generally take

thefe Hermeracle and Herma-

thene to be nothing more

than a tall fquare pedeſtal of

ftone, which was the emblem

of Mercury with the head of

the other Deity, Minerva or

Hercules upon it, of which

fort there are feveral ftill ex-

tant, aswe fee them deſcribed

in the books of Antiquities.

But I am apt to think, that

the heads of both the Deities

were fometimes alfo joined

together upon the fame pe-

deſtal, looking different ways,

as we fee in thofe antique

figures which are now indif-

criminately called Janus's,

on
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on embelliſhing thisTufculan Villa with all forts of

Grecian work, that he fent over to Atticus the plans

ofhis cielings, which were ofStucco-work, in order

to befpeak pieces of fculpture or painting to be

inferted in the compartments ; with the covers of

two ofhis wells or fountains, which according to

the cuſtom of thofe times they uſed to form af-

ter fome elegant pattern, and adorn with figures

in relief [o].

NOR was he lefs eager in making a collection

of Greek books, and forming a library, by the fame

opportunity ofAtticus's help. This was Atticus's

own paffion, who having free acceſs to all the li-

braries of Athens, was employing his flaves in

copying the works of their beft writers, not onely

for his own ufe, but for ſale alfo, and the common

profit both of the flave and the mafter : for Atti-

cus was remarkable above all men of his rank for

a family of learnedflaves, having fcarce a foot-boy

in his boufe, who was not trained both to read and

write for him [p] . By this advantage he had

made a very large collection of choice and curious

books, and fignified to Cicero his defign offelling

them ; yet feems to have intimated withal, that

be expected a largerfummfor themthanCicero would

eafily fpare: which gave occafion to Cicero to beg

of him in feveral letters to referve the whole

number forhim, till he could raife money enough

for the purchaſe.

" PRAY keep your books, fays he, for me,

" and do not defpair of my being able to make

[o] Præterea typos tibi

mando, quos in tectorio atri-

oli poffim includere, & pute-

alia figillata duo . Ibid.

[p] In ea erant pueri lite-

ratiffini, anagnofte optimi,

& plurimi librarii ; ut ne pe-

diffequus quidem quifquam

effet, qui non utrumque ho-

rum pulchre facere poffet.

Corn . Nep. in vita Attici 13 .

" them

I
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" them inine ; which if I can compafs, I fhall

" think myſelf richer than Craffus, and defpife

" the fine Villa's and Gardens of them all [q]·

Again: " Take care that you do not part with

your library to any man, how eager foever he

66

maybe tobuy it; for I am fetting apart all my

" little rents to purchaſe that relief for my old

" age [r]. In a third letter, he ſays, " That he

" had placed all his hopes of comfort and plea-

" fure, whenever he ſhould retire from buſineſs,

" on Atticus's referving theſe books forhim [s ]."

BUT to return to the affairs ofthe City. Cicero

was nowengaged in the defenſe of C. Cornelius,

who was accufed and tried for practices against the

ftate in his late Tribunate, before the Prætor Q.

Gallius. This trial, which lafted four days, was

one of the moſt important in which he had ever

been concerned: the two Confuls prefided in it ;

and all the chiefs of the Senate, Q. Catulus, L.

Lucullus, Hortenfius, &c. appeared as witneſſes

against the criminal [ t ] ; whom Cicero defended, as

Quintilianfays, not onely withstrong, butſhiningarms,

and with a force of eloquence, that drew acclama-

tionsfrom the people [ u] . He publiſhed two Ora-

tions fpoken in this caufe, whofe lofs is a public

detriment to the literary world, fince they were

[9] Libros tuos conferva,

&noli defperare, eos me meos

facere poffe : quod fi affequor,

fuperoCraffumdivitiis, atque

omnium vicos & prata con-

temno. Ad Attic. 1. 4.

[r] Bibliothecam tuam

cave cuiquam defpondeas,

quamvis acrem amatorem in-

veneris . Ibid. 10.

[ ] Velim cogites, id quod

mihi pollicitus es, quemad-

VOL. I.

modum bibliothecam nobis

' conficere poffis . Omnemſpem

delectationis noftræ, quam

cum in otium venerimus, ha-

bere volumus, in tua huma-

nitate pofitam habemus. I

bid. 7.

[ ] Afcon. Argum.

[ ] Nec fortibus modo,

fed etiam fulgentibus prælia-

tus eft Cicero in caufa Cor-

nelii . Lib . 8. 3.

L reckoned
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reckoned among the moſt finiſhed of his compo-

fitions he himself refers to them as fuch [x] ;

and the old Critics have drawn many examples

from them of that genuin eloquence, which ex-

torts applause and excites admiration .

C. PAPIUS, one of the Tribuns, publiſhed a

law this year to oblige allſtrangers to quit the City,

as one of his predeceffors, Pennus, had done like-

wife many years before him. The reafon, which

they alledged for it, was the confufion occafioned

by the multitude and infolence of foreigners,

who affumed the habit and ufurped the rights of

Citizens : but Cicero condemns all theſe laws as

cruel and inhofpitable, and a violation of the laws

of nature and humanity [y] .

CATILINE was now brought to a trial for his

oppreffions in Afric: he had been folliciting Cicero

to undertake his defenfe ; who at one time was

much inclined, or determined rather to do it, for

the fake of obliging the Nobles, efpecially Cæfar

and Craffus, or of making Catiline at leaſt his

friend, as he fignifies in a letter to Atticus : " I

defign, fays he, at prefent to defend my com-

petitor Catiline : We have judges to our mind,

" yetfuch as the accufer himſelf is pleaſed with :

" I hope, if he be acquitted, that he will be the

66

66

66

more ready to ferve me in our common peti-

" tion ; but if it fall out otherwife, I fhall bear it

" with patience. It is of great importance to me

" to haveyou here as foon as poffible : for there's

" a general perfuafion , that certainNobles ofyour

" acquaintance will be againſt me ; and you, I

" know, could be of the greateſt ſervice in gain-

" ingthemover [z]." But Cicero changed his.

[x] Orator. 67, 70.

[ ] Ufu vero urbis pro-

hibere peregrinos fane inhu-

manum eft. De Offic. 3.

II.

[x] Ad Attic. 1 , 2 .

mind,
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mind, and did not defend him [a] ; upon a nearer

viewperhaps ofhis defigns and traiterous practices ;

to which he feems to allude, when defcribingthe

art and diffimulation of Catiline, he declares, that

be bimfelf was once almoft deceived by bim, fo as to

take him for a good Citizer, a lover of honeft men,

a firm andfaithfull friend, &c. [b]. But it is not

ftrange, that a candidate for the Confulfhip, inthe

career of his ambition, thould think of defending

a man of the firſt rank and intereft in the City,

when all the Confular Senators, and even the Conful

bimfelf, Torquatus, appeared with him at the trial,

and gave teftimony in his favor. Whom Cicero

excuſed , when they were afterwards reproached

with it, by obferving, that they had no notion of

his treafons, nor fufpicion at that time of his confpi-

racy ; but out of mere humanity and compaffion de-

fended afriend in diftrefs, and in that crifis of his

danger overlooked the infamy of his life [ c ] .

His profecutor was P. Clodius, a young No-

bleman as profligate as himſelf; fo that it was not

difficult to make up matters with ſuch an accufer,

who for a fumm of money agreed to betray the

cauſe, and fuffer him to efcape [d] : which gave

occafion to what Cicero faid afterwards in a ſpeech

againſt him in the Senate, while they werefuing

together for the Confulfhip : Wretch ! not to fee

that thou art not acquitted, but referved onely to afe-

[a ] Afcon. inTog. candid.

[6] Meipfum, me, inquam,

quondam ille pæne decepit,

cum & civis mihi bonus, &

optimi cujufque cupidus, &

firmus amicus & fidelis vide-

retur. Pro Cælio, 6.

[c] Accufati funt uno no-

mine Confulares affuerunt

Catilinæ, eumque laudarunt .

Nulla tumpatebat, nulla erat

cognita conjuratio, &c. Pro

Syll . 29.

[d] A Catilina pecumiam

accepit, ut turpiffimeprævari-

caretur. DeHarufp. refp. 20.

L2 verer
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verer trial and heavier punishment [ e ] . It was in

this year, as Cicero tells us, under the Confuls

Cotta and Torquatus, that thoſe prodigies hap-

pened, which were interpreted to portend the

great dangers and plots, that were now hatching a-

gainst the State, and broke out two years after, in

Cicero's Confulfhip ; when the turrets of the Capi-

tol, theftatues of the Gods, and the brazen image

of the infant Romulus fucking the wolf, wereſtruck

down by lightning [f].

CICERO being now in his forty-third year, the

proper age required by law [g], declared himſelf

[e] O mifer, qui non fen-

tias illo judicio te non abfo-

lutum, verum ad aliquod fe-

verius judicium, ac majus fup-

plicium refervatum . Orat.

in Tog. cand.

[f] Tactus eft ille etiam,

qui hanc urbem condidit,

Romulus : quem inauratum

in Capitolio parvum atque

lactantem, uberibus lupinis

inhiantem fuiffe meminiftis .

In Catil. 3. 8.

This fame figure, as it is

generally thought, formed in

brafs, of the infants Romu-

lus and Remus fucking the

wolf, is ftill preferved and

fhewn inthe Capitol, withthe

marks of a liquefaction bya

ftroke of lightning on one of

the legs of the wolf. Cicero

himſelf has deſcribed the pro-

digyinthe following lines.

Hic filveftris erat Romani

nominis altrix

Martia; quæparvos Mavortis

femine natos

Uberibus gravidis vitali rore

rigabat.

Quæ tum cum pueris flam-

mato fulminis ictu

Concidit, atque avulfa pedum

veftigia liquit.

De Divinat. I. 12 .

It was the fame ftatue,

moft probably, whenceVirgil

drew his elegant defcription .

-Geminos huic ubera cir-

cum

Ludere pendentes pueros, &

lambere matrem

Impavidos. Illam tereti cer-

vice reflexam

Mulcere alternos, & corpora

fingere lingua.

Eneid. 8. 631.

The martial twins beneath

their mother lay,

And hanging on her dugs

with wanton play

Securely fuck'd : whilft fhe

reclin'd her head

To lick their tender limbs,

and form them as they fed.

[g] Nonne tertio & trice-

fimo anno mortemobiit ? quæ

eft ætas, noftris legibus, de-

cem annis minor, quam con-

fularis. Philip. 5. 17.

a can-
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a candidate forthe Confulfhip along with fix com-

petitors, P. Sulpicius Galba, L. Sergius Catilina,

C. Antonius, L. Caffius Longinus, Q. Cornificius,

C. Licinius Sacerdos. The two firft were Patri-

cians, the two next Plebeians, yet noble ; the two

laft the fons of fathers who had first imported the

public honors into their families : Cicero was the

onely new man amongthem, or one born ofEquef-

trian rank [b]. Galba and Cornificius were per-

fons ofgreat virtue and merit ; Sacerdos without

any particular blemish upon him ; Caffius lazy and

weak, but not thought fo wicked as he foon after ap-

peared to be; Antonius and Catiline, though infa-

mous in their lives and characters, yet by intrigue

andfaction had acquired a powerfull intereft in the

City, and joined all their forces against Cicero, as

their most formidable antagoniſt, in which they were

vigorouslyfupported by Craffus and Cafar [i].

THISwas the ftate of the competition ; inwhich

the practice ofbribingwas carried onfo openlyand

[b] Thediftinction of Pa-

trician, Plebeian, and Noble,

may want a little explication .

The title of Patrician be-

longed onely, in a proper

fenfe, to thoſe families of

which the Senate was com-

pofed in the earliest times, ei-

ther ofthe Kings , or the firſt

Confuls, before the Commons

had obtained a promifcuous

admiffion to the public ho-

nors, and by that means into

the Senate. All other fami-

lies, howconfiderable foever,

wereconftantlyftiledPlebeian .

Patrician then and Plebeian

are properly oppoſed to each

other; but Noble common to

them both for the character
:

of Nobility was wholly de-

rived from the Curule Magi-

ftracies which any familyhad

born ; and thofe which could

boaſt of the greateſt number,

were always accounted the

Nobleft ; fo that many Ple-

beians furpaffed the Patrici-

ans themſelves in the point

of Nobility. Vid . Afcon. ar-

gum. in Tog. cand.

[ Catilina & Antonius,

quanquam omnibus maxime

infamis eorum vita effet, ta-

men multum poterant . Coi-

erant enim ambo, ut Cicero-

nem confulatu dejicerent, ad-

jutoribus ufi firmiffimis, M.

Craffo & C. Cæfare. Afcon.

argum. in Tog. cand.

L3 fhame-
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fhamefully by Antonius and Catiline , that the Se-

nate thought it neceffary to give fome check to it

by a new and more rigorous law ; but when they

wereproceding to publifh it, L. Mucius Oreftinus,

one of the Tribuns, put his negative upon them.

This Tribun had been Cicero's client, and defend-

ed by him in an impeachment ofplunder and rob-

bery; but havingnow fold himself to his enemies,

made it the ſubject of all his harangues to ridicule

his birth and character, as unworthy of the Con-

fulfhip: inthe debate therefore which arofe in the

Senate upon the merit of his negative, Cicero,

provoked to find fo defperate a confederacy againſt

him, rofe up, and after fome raillery and expo-

ftulation with Mucius, made a moft fevere invec-

tive on the flagitious lives and practices of his

two competitors, in a fpeech ufually called in Toga

candida, becauſe it was delivered in a white Gown,

the proper habit of all Candidates, and from which

the name itſelf was derived [k].

THOUGHhe had nowbufinefs enoughupon his

hands to engage his whole attention, yet we find

him employed in the defenfe of Q. Gallius, the

Prætor ofthe last year, accufed of corruptpractices

in procuring that magiftracy. Gallius, it feems,

when chofen Ædile, had difgufted the people by

not providing any wild beafts for their entertain-

ment in his public fhews ; fo that to put them into

good humor when he ftood for the Prætorfhip, he

entertained them with Gladiators, on pretenfe of

givingtheminhonor of hisdeceafedfather [ ] . This

was his crime, of which he was accuſed by M.

Callidius, whofe father had been impeached be-

fore by Gallius. Callidius was one of the most elo-

quent and accurate ſpeakers of his time, of an eaſy,

[k] Ibid.

J
[1] Afcon. not. ibid.

flowing,
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flowing, copious ftile, always delighting, though fel-

dom warming his audience ; which was the onely

thing wanting to make himacomplete Orator. Be-

fides the public crime juft mentioned, he charged

Gallius with a privateone againſt himſelf, a defign

topoyfonhim; of which he pretended to have ma-

nifeft proofs, as well from the teftimony ofwitneſſes,

as ofhis ownhand and letters : but he told his ſtory

with fo much temper and indolence, that Cicero,

from his coldness in opening a fact fo interefting,

and where his life had been attempted, formed

an argument to prove that it could not be true.

"Howis it poffible, fays he, Callidius, for you

" to plead infuch a manner, ifyou did not know

"the thing to be forged ? How could you, who

" act with fuch force of eloquence in other men's

" dangers, be fo indolent in your own ? Where

" was that grief, that ardor, which was to extort

" cries and lamentations from the moſt ſtupid ?

"We faw no emotion of your mind, none of

your body ; no ftriking your forehead, or your

66

66
thigh ; no ftamping with your foot : fo that

" inſtead of feeling ourſelves inflamed, we could

" hardly forbear fleeping, while you were urging

"all that part of your charge [m]." Cicero's

fpeech is loft, but Gallius was acquitted ; for we

find him afterwards revenging himſelf in the

fame kind on this very Callidius, by accufing

him of bribery in his fuit for the Confulfhip [n].

J. CÆSAR was one of the affiftant judges this

year to the Prætor, whofe province it was to fit

upon the Sicarii, that is, thofe who were accuſed

of killing, or carrying a dagger with intent to kill.

This gavehimanopportunity ofciting beforehim

as criminals, and condemning by the law of affaf

finate all thofe, who in Sylla's profcription had been

[ ] Epift. fam. 8. 4.

L 4

[m] Brutus, p. 402. 3 .

known
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known to kill, or receive money for killing a profcribed

Citizen; which money Cato alfo, when he was

Quaftor the year before, had made them refund to

the treasury [o]. Cæfar's view was, to mortify the

Senate and ingratiate himſelf with the people, by

reviving theMarian caufe, which had always been

popular, and of which he was naturally the head,

on account of his near relation to old Marius : for

which purpoſe he had the hardineſs likewiſe to re-

place in the Capitol the trophies and ftatues of Ma-

rius, which Sylla had ordered to be thrown down

and broken to pieces [p]. But while he was pro-

fecuting with fuch ſeverity the agents of Sylla's

cruelty, he not onely fpared, but favored Catiline,

whowas one ofthe moſt cruel in fpilling the blood

ofthe profcribed ; having butchered with his own

hands, and in a manner the moſt brutal, C. Ma-

rius Gratidianus, a favorite of the people, nearly

related both to Marius and Cicero ; whofe head he

carried in triumph through the streets to make a pre-

fent of it to Sylla [q]. But Cæfar's zeal provoked

L. Paullus to bring Catiline alfo under the laſh of

the fame law, and to accuſe him in form, after

his repulfe from the Confulfhip, of the murther

of many Citizens in Sylla's profcription : of which

though he was notoriouſly guilty, yet, contrary

to all expectation, he was acquitted [r].

[ ] Plutarch. in Cato. Sue-

ton. J. Cæf. 11 .

[P] Quorum auctoritatem,

ut, quibus poffet modis, di-

minueret, trophæa C. Marii

-aSylla olim disjecta, refti-

tuit. Suet. ib.

[9] Qui hominem cariffi-

mum populo Romano- om-

ni cruciatu vivum lacerarit ;

ftanti collum gladio fua dex-

tera fecuerit ; cùm finiftra

capillum ejus a vertice tene-

ret, &c. Vid. de petitione

Confulat . 3 .

Quod caput etiam tum ple-

num animæ & fpiritus, ad

Syllam, ufque a janiculo ad

ædem Apollinis, manibus ipſe

fuis detulit. In Tog. cand.

[ ] Bis abfolutum Catili-

nam. Ad Att. 1. 16. Salluft.

31. Dio, l . 56. p . 34.

CATI-
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CATILINE was fufpected alfo at the fame time

ofanother heinous and capital crime, an inceſtu-

ous commerce with Fabia, one of the Vestal Vir-

gins, and fifter to Cicero's wife. This was charged

upon him fo loudly by common fame, and gave

fuch ſcandal to the City, that Fabia was brought

to a trial for it ; but either through her inno-

cence, or the authority of her brother Cicero,

fhe was readily acquitted : which gave occafion

toCicero to tell him, among the other reproaches

on his flagitious life, that there was noplacefofa-

cred, whither bis very vifits did not carry pollution,

and leave the imputation ofguilt, where there was

no real crime fubfifting [s].

As the election ofConfuls approached, Cicero's

intereſt appeared to be fuperior to that of all the

candidates : for the Nobles themfelves, though

always envious and defirous to deprefs him, yet

out of regard to the dangers which threatened the

City from many quarters, and feemed ready to

burit out into a flame, began to think him the

onely man qualified to preferve the Republic, and

break the cabals of the defperate, by the vigor

and prudence of his adminiſtration : for in cafes of

danger, as Salluft obferves, pride and envy naturally

fubfide, andyield the post ofhonor to virtue [ t ] . The

method of chufing Confuls was not by an open

vote, but by a kind of ballot, or little tickets of

wood, diftributed to the Citizens with the names

of the candidates feverally infcribed upon each :

but in Cicero's cafe, the people were not content

with this fecret and filent way of teſtifying their

[ ] Cum ita vixifti, ut non

effet locus tam fanctus, quo

non adventus tuus, etiamcum

culpa nulla fubeffet, crimen

afferret. Orat. in Tog. cand.

Vid. Afcon. ad locum.

[+] Sed ubi periculum ad-

venit, invidia atque fuperbia

poft fuere. Sall . 23 .

inclinations ;
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inclinations ; but before they came to any fcru-

tiny, loudly and univerfally proclamed Cicero the

firft Conful ; fo that, as he himself declared in his

fpeech to them after his election, he was not cho-

fen by the votes ofparticular Citizens, but the com-

mon fuffrage ofthe City ; nor declared by the voice

of the crier, but of the whole Roman people [u].

He was the onely new man who had obtained this

foverein dignity, or, as he expreffes it, hadforced

the entrenchments of the Nobilityforforty yearspaft,

from the firft Confulfhip of C. Marius, and the one-

by one likewife who had ever obtained it in his proper

year, or without a repulfe [x] . Antonius was

chofen his Collegue by the majority of afew Cen-

turies above his friend and partner Catiline ;

which was effected probably by Cicero's manage-

ment, who confidered him as the lefs dangerous

and more tractable of the two.

CICERO's Father died this year on the twenty-

fourth of November [y] in a good old age, with

the comfort to have feen his fon advanced to

the fupreme honor of the City, and wanted no-

thing to complete the happineſs of his life, but

the addition of one year more, to have made

-

-

[x] Eum locum, quem

nobilitas præfidiis firmatum,

atque omni ratione obvalla-

tam tenebat, me duce refci-

Me effe unum, ex

omnibus novis hominibus, de

quibus meminiffe poffumus,

qui Confulatum petierim,

cum primum licitum fit ;

Conful factus fim, cum pri-

mum petierim . De leg. A-

grar. ib . 1 , 2 .

[u] Sed tamen magnificen-

tius effe illo nihil poteft, quod

meis comitiis non tabellam

vindicem tacitæ libertatis, fed

vocem vivam vobis indi- diftis . -præ

cem veftrarum erga me volun-

tatum tuliftis .
Itaque me

non extrema tribus fuffragio-

rum, fed primi illi veftri con-

curfus, neque fingulæ voces

præconum, fed una voce uni-

verfus populus Romanus Con-

fulem declaravit. De leg.

Agrar. con. Rull. 2. 2. in

Pifon. 1.

[ ] Pater nobis deceffit

ad diem viii . Kal. Decemb.

Ad Att. 1,6.

him
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him a witneſs of the glory of his Confulfhip.

It was in this year alfo moft probably, though

fome Critics feem to difpute it, that Cicero gave

his daughter Tullia in marriage at the age ofthir-

teen to C. Pifo Frugi, a young Nobleman of great

hopes, and one of the beſt families in Rome [z ] :

it is certain at leaſt, that his fon was born in this

fame year, as he exprefsly tells us, in the Conful-

fhip of L. Julius Cæfar and C. Marcius Figulus [a].

So that with the higheſt honor which the pub-

lic could beſtow, he received the higheſt plea-

fure which private life ordinarily admits, by the

birth of a fon and heir to his family.

[z] Tulliolam C. Pifoni,

L. F. Frugi defpondimus. Ib.

3. If. Cafaubon, rather than

give up an hypothefis which

he had formed about the ear-

lier date of this letter, will

hardly allow that Tullia was

marriageable at this time,

though Cicero himſelf ex-

prefsly declares it. Vid . not.

varior. in locum.

[a] L. Julio Cæfare & C.

Marcio Figulo Coff. filiolo

me auctum fcito, falva Te-

rentia. Ad Attic . 1 , 2 .

SECT.
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+

SECT. III.

ICERO was now arrived through the uſual

gradation of honors, at the higheſt which

the people could regularly give, or an honeft Ci-

tizen defire. The offices which he had already

born had but a partial juriſdiction, confined to

particular branches of the Government ; but the

Confuls held the reins, and directed the whole

machine with an authority as extenſive as the

Empire itſelf [a] . The fubordinate Magiſtra-

cies therefore, being the ſteps onely to this fove-

reign dignity, were not valued fo much for their

own fake, as for bringing the candidates ftill

nearer to the principal object of their hopes, who

through this courſe of their ambition were forced

to practiſe all the arts of popularity ; to court

the little as well as the great, to efpouſe the

principles and politics in vogue, and to apply

their talents to conciliate friends, rather than to

ferve the public [b ] . But the Confulfhip put

an end to this fubjection, and with the command

of the ſtate gave them the command of them-

felves: fo that the onely care left was, how to

execute this high office with credit and dignity,

and employ the power entruſted to them for the

benefit and fervice of their country.

[a] Omnes enim in Con-

fulis jure & imperio debent

effe provinciæ. Philip . 4. 4.

Tufummum imperium-gu-

bernacula Reip.- orbis ter-

rarum imperium a pop. Ro-

mano petebas. Pro Mur. 35 .

[6] Jam urbanam multi-

tudinem, & eorum ftudia, qui

-

conciones tenent, adeptus es,

in Pompeio orando, Manilii

caufa recipienda, Cornelio de-

fendendo, &c. Nec tamen

in petendo Refpub. capeffen-

da eft, neque in Senatu, ne-

que in concione : fed hæc

tibi retinenda, &c.

titione Confulat. 13 .

De pe-

WE
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WE are now therefore to look upon Cicero in

a different light, in order to form ajuft idea of

his character : to confider him, not as an ambi-

tious Courtier, applying all his thoughts and

pains to his own advancement ; but as a great

Magiftrate and Statfemen, adminiftring the affairs

and directing the counfils of a mighty empire.

And according to the accounts of all the ancient

writers, Rome never ſtood in greater need of the

ſkill and vigilance of an able Conful than in this

very year. For befides the traiterous cabals and

confpiracies of thoſe who were attempting to

fubvert the whole Republic, the new Tribuns

were alſo laboring to diſturb the prefent quiet of

it : fome of them were publiſhing laws to abolish

every thing that remained of Sylla's establishment,

andto restore the fons of theprofcribed to their eftates

and bonors : others, to reverfe the puniſhment of

P. Sylla and Autronius, condemned for bribery, and

replace them in the Senate [c ] : fome were for ex-

punging all debts, and others, for dividing the lands

of the public to the poorer citizens [d] : fo that, as

Cicero declared both to the Senate and the peo-

ple, the Republic was delivered into his hands full

of terrors and alarms ; diftrated by peftilent laws

andfeditious harangues ; endangered not by foreign

wars, but inteftine evils, and the traiterous defigns

ofprofligate Citizens ; and that there was no mischief

incident to a State, which the honest had not cauſe

to apprehend, the wicked to expect [ e].

WHAT gave the greater ſpirit to the authors

of theſe attempts, was Antonius's advancement

to the Confulfhip : they knewhim to be ofthe

fame principles, and embarked in the famedeſigns

[ ] Pro Sylla, 22 , 23 .

[d] Dio, 1. 37. P. 41 .

[e] De leg. Agrar. cont.

Rull. 1. 8, 9 : 2. 3 .

with
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with themſelves, which by his authoritythey now

hoped to carry into effect. Cicero was aware of

this; and forefawthe mifchiefof a Collegue equal

to him in power, yet oppofite in views, and pre-

pared to fruftrate all his endeavours for the pub-

lic fervice fo that his firft care, after their elec-

tion, was to gain the confidence of Antonius, and

to draw him from his old engagements tothe in-

terefts of the Republic ; being convinced that all

the fuccefs of his adminiftration depended upon

it. He began therefore to tempt him by a kind

ofargument which feldom fails of it's effect with

men of his character, the offer of power to his

ambition, and of money to his pleafures : with

theſe baits he caught him ; and a bargain was

preſently agreed upon between them, that Auto-

nius fhould have the choice of the best Province

which was to be affigned to them at the expiration

of their year [f]. It was the cuftom for the Se-

nate to appoint what particular Provinces were

to be diftributed every year to the ſeveral Magi-

ftrates, who ufed afterwards to caft lots for them

among themſelves ; the Prætors for the Præto-

rian, the Confuls for the Confular Provinces. In

this partition therefore, when Macedonia, one of

the moſt deſirable governments of the Empire,

both for command and wealth, fell to Cicero's

lot, he exchanged it immediately with his Col-

legue for Cifalpine Gaul, which he refigned alfo

foon after in favor of Q. Metellus ; being refolved,

as he declared in his inauguration fpeech, to ad-

miniſter the Confulfhip in fuch a manner, as to

put it out ofany man's power either to tempt or ter-

[f] Collegam fuum An-

tonium pactione provinciæ

pepulerat, ne contra Rem-

publicam diffentiret.

bell . Cat. 26.

Sall .

rify

4
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rify him from his duty : fince be neither fought, nor

would accept any province, honor, or benefit from it

whatsoever ; the onely way, fays he, by which a

man can difcharge it with gravity and freedom ; fo

as to chaftife thofe Tribuns who wish ill to the Re-

•public, or deſpiſe thoſe who wish ill to himself [g]: a

noble declaration, and worthy to be tranfmitted

to poſterity for an example to all magiftrates ina

free State. By this addreſs he entirely drew An-

tonius into his meaſures, and had him ever after

obfequious to his will [b] ; or, as he himfelf ex-

preffes it, by his patience and complaisance befoften-

ed and calmed him, eagerly deftrous of a Province,

and projecting many things against the State [i].

The eftablishment of this concord between them

was thought to be of fuch importance to the

public quiet, that in his firft fpeech to the peo-

ple, he declared it to them from the Roftra, as

an event the moſt likely to curb the infolence of

the factious, and raiſe the fpirits of the honeft,

and prevent the dangers with which the City

was then threatened [k] .

THERE was another project likewife which he

had much at heart, and made one of the capital

points of his adminiftration, to unite the Equestrian

order with the Senate into ane common party and

intereft . This body of men, next to the Sena-

[g] Cum mihi deliberatum

& conftitutum fit, ita gerere

Confulatum, quo uno modo

geri graviter & libere poteft,

ut neque provinciam, neque

honorem, neque ornamen-

tum aliquod, aut commo-

dum appetiturus fim. Sic

me geram, ut poffim Tri-

bunum pleb. Reipub. iratum

coercere, mihi iratum con-

-

temnere . Contra Rull. 1.8.

[b] Plutarch in his life.

[i] In Pifon. 2.

[k] Quod ego & concor-

diâ, quam mihi conftitui

cum collega, invitiffimis iis

hominibus, quos in Confula-

tu inimicos effe & animis &

corporis actibus providi, om-

nibus profpexi fane, &c. Con.

Rull. 2. 37.

tors,
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tors, confifted of the richeſt and moſt ſplendid

families of Rome, who from the eaſe and afflu-

ence of their fortunes were naturally well-affect-

ed to the profperity of the Republic ; and being

alfo the conftant farmers of all the revenues of

the Empire, had a great part of the inferior peo-

ple dependent upon them. Cicero imagined, that

the united weight of theſe two orders would al-

ways be an over-balance to any other power in

the State, and a fecure barrier againſt any at-

tempts of the popular and ambitious upon the

common liberty [7] . He was the onely man in

the City capable of affecting fuch a coalition, be-

ing now at the head of the Senate, yet the dar-

ling of the Knights ; who confidered him as the

pride and ornament of their order, whilft he, to

ingratiate himſelf the more with them, affected

always in public to boaſt of that extraction, and

to call himſelf an Equestrian ; and made it his

fpecial care to protect them in all their affairs,

and to advance their credit and intereft : ſo that,

as fome writers tell us, it was the authority of his

Confulfhip that firft diftinguished and established them

into a third order of the State [m] . The policy

was certainly very good, and the Republic reap-

ed great benefit from it in this veryyear, through

which he had the whole body of Knights at his

[/] Ut multitudinem cum

Principibus, Equeftrem ordi-

nemcum Senatuconjunxerim.

In Pifon. 3. Neque ulla vis

tanta reperietur, quæ con-

junctionem veftram, Equi-

tumque Romanorum, tan-

tamque confpirationem bo-

norum omnium perfringere

poffit. In Catil. 4. 10 .

[m] Cicero demum ſtabi-

livit Equeftre nomen in Con-

fulatu fuo ; ei Senatum con-

cilians, ex eo fe ordine pro-

fectum celebrans, & ejus vires

peculiari popularitate quæ-

rens : ab illo tempore plane

hoc tertium corpus in Repub.

factum eft, cœpitque adjici

Senatui populoque Romano

Equefter ordo. Plin. Hift. N.

1. 33. 2.

devotion,

3
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devotion, who, with Atticus at their head, con-

ftantly attended his orders, andferved as a guard to

bis perfon [n] : and if the fame maxim had been

purſued by all fucceding Confuls, it might pro-

bably have preferved, or would certainly at leaſt

have prolonged, the liberty of the Republic.

HAVING laid this foundation for the laudable

difcharge of his Confulfhip, he took poffeffion

of it, as ufual, on the firft of January. Alit-

tle before his inauguration, P. Servilius Rullus,

one ofthe new Tribuns, who entered always into

their office on the tenth of December, had been

alarming the Senate with the promulgation of an

Agrarian law. Thefe laws ufed to be greedily

received by the populace, and were propofed

therefore by factious Magiftrates, as oft as they

hadanypoint to carry with the multitude againſt

the publick good : but this law was of all others.

the moſt extravagant, and, by a fhew of grant-

ing more to the People than had ever been given

before, feemed likely to be accepted. The pur-

poſe of it was, to create aDecemvirate, or ten com-

miffioners, with abfolute power for five years over

all the revenues of the Republic ; to diftribute them

at pleaſure to the Citizens ; to fell and buy what

lands they thought fit ; to determine the rights ofthe

prefent poffeffors ; to require an account from all

the Generals abroad, excepting Pompey, of the

Spoils taken in their wars ; to fettle colonies where-

foever theyjudged proper, andparticularly at Capua ;

and in short, to command all the money and forces

ofthe empire.

[n] Vos, Equites Romani,

videte, fcitis me ortum e vo-

bis, omnia femper fenfiffe

pro vobis, &c. Pro Rabir.

Poft. 6. Nunc vero cum equi-

VOL. I.

tatus ille, quem ego in Clivo

Capitolino, te fignifero ac

principe, collocaram fenatum

deferuerit. Ad Att. 2. 1 .

M THE
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•

THE publication of a law conferring powersfo

exceffive, gave a juft alarm to all who wiſhed well

to the public tranquillity : fo that Cicero's firſt

bufinefs was to quiet the apprehenfions of the

City, and to exert all his art and authority to

baffle the intrigues of the Tribun. As foon there-

fore as he was inveſted with his new dignity, he

raiſed the ſpirits of the Senate, by affuring them

ofhis refolution to oppose the law, and all it's abet-

tors, tothe utmost of his power ; nor fuffer the State

to be burt, or it's liberties to be impaired, while the

adminiftration continued in his hands. From the

Senate he purfued the Tribun into his own do-

minion, the Forum ; where in an artful and ele-

gant fpeech from the Roftra, he gave fuch a turn

to the inclination of the people, that they reject-

ed this Agrarian law with as much eagerness, as

they had ever before received one [o].

66

66

66

66

HE began, " by acknowledging the extraor-

dinary obligations which he had received from

" them, in preference and oppofition to the No-

bility ; declaring himſelf the creature of their

power, and of all men the moft engaged to

promote their interefts ; that they were to look

upon himasthe truly popular magiftrate ; nay,

" that he had declared even in the Senate, that

" he would be the people's Conful [p]." Hethen

fell into a commendation ofthe Gracchi, whofe name

was extremely dear to them, profeffing, " that

" he could not be againſt all Agrarian laws, when

" he recollected, that thofe two most excelent

" men, who had the greateſt love for theRoman

" people, had divided the public lands to the Ci-

" tizens ; that he was not one of thofe Confuls,

[ ] Quis unquam tam fe- fi ? Contra Rullum, 2. 37.

cunda concione legem Agra [P] Ibid. 3.

diffua-riam fuafit, quam ego

2 " who
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" who thought it a crime to praiſe the Gracchi :

on whofe counfils, wifdoin, laws, many parts

" of the prefent government were founded [9] :

" that his quarrel was to this particular law,

" which, inftead of being popular, or adapted to

"the true interefts of the City, was in reality the

" eſtabliſhment of a Tyranny, and a creation of

" ten Kings to domineer over them." This he

difplays at large, from the natural effect of that

power which was granted by it [r] ; and procedes

to infinuate, that it was covertly levelled against their

favoritePompey, andparticularly contrivedtoretrench

and infult his authority: " Forgive me, Citizens,

fays he, for my calling fo often upon fo great

" a name: you yourfelves impofed the taſk upon

" me, when I was Prætor, to join with you in

66

66

66

defending his dignity as far as I was able : I

" have hitherto done all that I could do ; not

" moved to it by my private friendſhip for the

man, nor by any hopes of honor, and of this

fupreme magiftracy, which I obtained from

you, though with his approbation, yet without

" his help. Since then I perceive this law to be

defigned as a kind of engine to overturn his

power, I will refift the attempts oftheſe men;

" and as I myfelfclearly fee what they are aiming

" at, fo I will take care that you alfo fhall fee,

" and be convinced of it too [s]." He then

fhews, " howthe law, though it excepted Pompey

66

from beingaccountable to the Decemvirate, yet

" excluded him from being one of the number,

bylimiting the choice to thofe who were pre-

" fent atRome ; that it fubjected likewife to their

jurisdiction the countries juftconquered byhim,

" whichhad always been left to the management

66

[q]. Ib. 5. [r] Ib. 6, 11,13, 14. [] Ib. 18.

M 2 " of



164 The HISTORY of the Life

" of the General [ ] : Upon which he draws a

" pleafant picture of the Tribun Rullus, with all

" his train of Officers, Guards, Lictors, and Ap-

" paritors [u], fwaggering in Mithridates's king-

" dom, and ordering Pompey to attend him, by

" a mandatory letter, in the following ſtrain :

" P. Servilius Rullus, Tribun of the people,

" Decemvir, to Cnæus Pompey the fon of

" Cnæus, greeting.

" He will not add, fays he, the title ofGreat,

" when he has been laboring to take it from him

by law [x].

66

" Irequire you not to fail to come preſently to Si-

" nope, and bring me a fufficient guard with

" while I felltheſe lands by my law, which

66

gained byyour valor.

you,

you have

HE obfer
ves

, " that the reafo
n
of excep

ting

Pomp
ey

, was not from any refpec
t
to him, but

" for fear that he would not fubmi
t
to the indig

-

" nity of being accou
ntabl

e
to their will : but

66

cc

Pompey, fays he, is a man of that temper,

" that he thinks it his duty to bearwhateveryou

" pleaſe to impofe ; but if there be any thing

" whichyou cannot bear yourſelves, he will take

" care thatyou fhall not bear it long againſt your

" wills [y]." He procedes to enlarge upon

66

" the

dangers which this law threatened to their li-

" berties: that inftead of any good intended by

"it tothe body of the Citizens, it's purpoſe was

" to erect a power for the oppreffion of them ;

" and on pretence of planting colonies in Italy

" and the Provinces, to fettle their own creatures

" and dependents, like fo many garrifons, in all

" the convenient pofts ofthe Empire, to be rea-

" dy on all occafions to fupport their tyranny:

[i] Ib . 19. [ ] Ib . 13. [x ] Ib . 20. [y ] Ib. 23.

" that
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" that Capua was to be their head-quarters, their

" favorite colony ; of all Cities the proudeft, as

" well as the moſt hoftile and dangerous ; in

" whichthe wifdom of their anceſtors would not

" fuffer the ſhadow of any power or magiftracy

" to remain ; yet now it was to be cheriſhed and

" advanced to another Rome [z] : that by this

"law the lands of Campania were to be fold or

" given away ; the most fruitful of all Italy, the

"fureft revenue of the Republic, and their con-

" ftant reſource when all other rents failed them ;

" whichneither the Gracchi, who ofall menftu-

" died the people's benefit the moft, nor Sylla,

" who gave every thing away without fcruple,

" durft venture to meddle with [a]." In the

conclufion he takes notice " of the great favor and

" approbation with which they had heard him, as

2 fure omen of their common peace and pro-

66

fperity ; and acquaints them withthe concord

" that he had eſtabliſhed with his Collegue, as a

piece of news of all others the moſt agreeable ;

" and promiſes all fecurity to the Republic, if

theywould but fhew the fame good difpofition

56

66

on future occafions, which they had fignified

" on that day ; and that he would make thofe

" verymen, who had been the moſt envious and

" averſe to his advancement, confefs, that the

people had feen farther, and judged better than

they, in chufing him for their Conful."

Sc

66

In the courſe ofthis contefthe often calledupon

the Tribuns to come into the Roftra, and debate the

matter with him before the people [ b] ; but they

[x] Ibid. 28, 32.

[a] Ibid. 29.

[6] Si veftrum commodum

fpectat, veniat & coram me-

cum de agri Campani divi-

fjone difputet. Con. Rull.

2. 28. Commodius feciffent

Tribuni plebis, Quirites, fi,

quæ apudvos de me deferunt,

ea coram potius me præfente

dixiffent. Con. Rull. 3. 1 .

M 3 thought
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thought it more prudent to decline the challenge,

and to attack him rather by fictitious ſtories and

calumnies, fedulously inculcated into the multi-

tude; that his oppofition to the law flowedfrom no

good will to them, but an affection to Sylla's party,

and tofecure to them the lands which theypoffeffedby

his grant ; that he was making his court by it tothe

Seven Tyrants, as they called feven of the principal

Senators, who were known to be the greatest favorers

of Sylla's caufe, and the greatest gainers by it ; the

two Lucullus's, Craffus, Catulus, Hortenfius, Me-

tellus, Philippus. Thefe infinuations made fo great

an impreffion on the City, that he found it necef-

farytodefend himſelfagainſtthem in aſecondſpeech

to thepeople [c ] , in which he declared, " that he

"looked upon that law, which ratified all Sylla's

" acts, to be of all laws the moſt wicked, and the

" moſt unlike to a true law, as it eſtabliſhed a

" tyranny inthe City ; yet that it had fome excufe

" from thetimes ; and, in their prefent circum-
66

<<

66

ftances, feemed proper to be fupported , efpe-

cially by him, who for this year of his Con-

fulfhipprofeffedhimselfthe patron ofpeace [d];

" but that it was the heigth of impudence in

" Rullus, to charge him with obftructing their

" interefts for the fake of Sylla's grants, when

" the very law which that Tribun was then urg-

ing, actually eſtabliſhed and perpetuated thoſe

" grants ; and fhewed itfelf to be drawn by a fon

" in law ofValgius, who poffeffed more lands

" than any other man by that invidious tenure,

" which were all by this law to be partly con-

" firmed, and partly purchafed ofhim [ e ]." This

he demonſtrates from the expreſs words of the

law, " which he had ſtudiouſly omitted, he ſays,

[ ] Ibid. [d] Ibid. 3. 2. [e] Ibid. 3. 1 , 4.

66 to
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" to take notice of before, that he might not re-

" vive old quarrels, or move any argument of

66
new diffenfion in a ſeaſon ſo improper [f]:

" that Rullus therefore, who accufed him of

" defending Sylla's acts, was of all others the

" moft impudent defender of them for none

" had ever affirmed them to be good and legal,

" but to have fome plea onely from poffeffion

" and the public quiet ; but by this law the ef-

" tates that had been granted by them were to

" befixed upon a better foundation and title than

<< any other eftates whatfoever." He concludes,

by renewing his challenge to the Tribuns to

" come and difpute with him to his face." But

after ſeveral fruitless attempts, finding them-

felves wholly unable to contend with him, they

were forced at laſt to ſubmit, and to let the affair

drop to the great joy of the Senate.

THIS alarm being over, another accident broke

out, which might have endangered the peace of

the City, ifthe effects of it had not been
pre-

vented by the authority of Cicero. Otho's law,

mentioned above, for the affignment ofseparate

feats to the Equeftrian order, had highly offended

the people, who could not digeft the indignity of

being thruft fo far back from their diverfions ;

and while the grudge was ftill fresh, Otho hap-

peningtocome into the theater, was received by

the populace with an univerfal bifs, but by the

Knights withloud applaufe andclapping: both fides

redoubled their clamor with great fierceness, and

from reproaches were proceding to blows ; till

Cicero, informed of the tumult, came immedi-

ately to the Theater, and calling the people out

into the Temple of Bellona, fo tamed and ſtung

[f] Ibid. 3. 2 .

M 4 them
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them by the power of his words, and made themfo

afbamed of their folly andperverfeness, that on their

return to the Theater they changed their hiffes into

applaufes, and vied with the Knights themselves in

demonftrations of their respect to Otho [ g]. The

fpeechwas ſoon after publiſhed ; though from the

nature ofthe thing it muſt have been made upon

the ſpot, and flowed extempore from the occa-

fion and as it was much read and admired for

feveral ages after, as a memorable inſtance ofCi-

cero's command over men's paffions, fo fome have

imagined it to be alluded to in that beautifull

paffage of Virgil [b] :

Ac veluti magno in populo cumfæpe coorta eft

Seditio, fævitque animis ignobile vulgus ;

Jamquefaces&faxavolant, furor arma miniftrat:

Tumpietategravem& meritisfi forte virumquem

Afpexêre, filent, arrectifque auribus adftant ;

Ille regit dictis animos, & pectora mulcet.

Virg. Æn. 1. 152.

As when fedition fires th' ignoble crowd,

Andthewildrabble ftormsand thirfts forblood ;

Of ftones and brands a mingled tempeft flies,

With all the fudden arms that rage fupplies :

Iffome grave fire appears amidſt the ftrife,

In morals ftrict and innocence of life,

All ſtand attentive, while the fage controuls

Theirwrathandcalms the tempeft oftheir fouls.

Mr. Pitt.

[g] Plutarch's life of Cic.

[b] Sebaft. Corradi Quæ-

ftura, p. 133. Æneid. 1. 152 .

What gives the greater color

to this imagination is , that

Quintilian applies theſe lines

to his character ofa complete

Orator, which he profeffedly

forms upon the model of Ci-

Lib. 12. 1.сего.

ONE
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ONE topic, whichCicero touched in this ſpeech,

andtheonely one ofwhichwe have any hint from

antiquity, was to reproach the rioters for their

want of taft and good fenfe, in making fuch a di-

fturbance while Rofcius was acting [i].

There happened about the fame time a third

inftance, not lefs remarkable, of Cicero's great

power of perfuafion : Sylla had by an exprefs law

excluded the children of the profcribedfrom theSenate

and all public honors ; which was certainly an act

ofgreat violence, and the decree rather ofaTyrant,

than the law of a free State [k]. So that the per-

fons injured by it, who were many, and of great

families, were now making all their efforts to get

it reverfed. Their petition was highly equitable,

but, from the condition of the times, as highly

unfeaſonable ; for in the prefent diforders of the

City, the reſtoration of an oppreffed party muſt

needs have added ftrength to the old factions ;

fince the firſt uſe, that they would naturally make

ofthe recovery of their power, would be to re-.

venge themſelves on their oppreffors . It was

Cicero's buſineſs therefore to prevent that incon-

venience, and, as far as it was poffible, with the

confent of the fufferers themſelves : on which oc-

cafion this great commander of the human affections,

as Quintilian calls him, found means to perfuade

thofe unfortunate men, that to bear their injury

was their benefit ; and that the government itself

could notftand, if Sylla's laws were then repealed, on

which the quiet and order ofthe Republic were esta-

blished ; acting herein the part ofa wife ſtateſman,

who willoft be forced to tolerate, and even main-

tain, what he cannot approve, for the fake ofthe

[] Macrob. Saturn. 2. 10.

[k] Exclufique paternis o-

pibus liberi, etiam petendo-

rum honorum jure prohibe-

rentur. Vell. Pat. 2. 28.

common

>



170 The HISTORY of the Life

common good ; agreably to what he lays downin

his book of Offices, that many things which are na-

turallyright andjuft, are yet by certain circumstances

and conjunctures of times made dishonest and unjust [ 1] .

Astothe inftance beforeus, he declared in a ſpeech

made ſeveral years after, that he had excludedfrom

bonors a number of brave and honeft young men,

whom fortune bad thrown into fo unhappy a fitua-

tion, that if they had obtained power, they would

probably have employed it to the ruin of theftate [m].

The three cafes juft mentioned make Pliny break

out into a kind of rapturous admiration of the

man, who couldperfuade the people to give up their

bread, their pleaſure, and their injuries, to the

charms ofbis eloquence [n].

THE next tranfaction of moment in which he

was engaged was the defenfe of C. Rabirius, an

agéd Senator, accufed by T. Labienus, one ofthe

Tribuns, of treason or rebellion, for having killed

L. Saturninus, a Tribun about forty years before,

who hadraiſed a dangerous fedition in the City. The

fact, if it had been true, was not onely legal , but

laudable, being done in obedience to a decree of

the Senate, by which all the Citizens were re-

quired to take arms in aid of the Confuls C. Ma-

rius and L. Flaccus.

But the puniſhment of Rabirius was not the

thingaimed at, nor the life of an old man worth

the pains ofdiſturbing the peace of the City: the

defign was to attack that prerogative of the Senate,

bywhich inthe cafe of a fudden tumult theycould

[ Sic multa, quæ honefta

natura videntur effe, tempo-

ribus fiunt non honefta. De

Offic . 3. 25.

[m] Ego adolefcentes for-

tes & bonos, fed ufos ea con-

ditione fortunæ, ut, fi effent.

magiftratus adepti, Reipub.

ftatum convulfuri viderentur

comitiorum ratione priva

vi. In Pifon. 2 .

[n] Quo te, M. Tulli, pia-

culo taceam ? &c. Plin . Hift.

1. 7. 30 ..

arm
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arm the City at once, by requiring the Confuls to

take care, that the Republic received no detriment :

whichvotewasfuppofed togivea fanction to every

thing that was done in confequence ofit ; fo that

feveral traiterous magiftrates had been cut offby

it, without the formalities of a trial, in the act of

ftirring up fedition. This practice, though in uſe

from the earlieſt times, had always been com-

plained of by the Tribuns, as an infringement of

the conftitution, by giving to the Senate an ar-

bitrary power over the lives of Citizens, which

could not legally be taken away without a hear-

ing and judgement of the whole people. But the

chief grudge to it was, from it's being a perpe-

tual check to the defigns of the ambitious and

popular, who afpired to any power not allowed

by the laws it was not difficult for them to de-

lude the multitude ; but the Senate was not fo ea-

fily managed, who, bythatfingle vote ofcommitting

the Republic to the Confuls, could fruftrate at once

all the effects of their popularity, when carried to

a point which was dangerous to the State : for

fince in virtue of it, the Tribuns themſelves, whoſe

perfons were held facred, might be taken off

without fentence or trial, when engaged in any

traiterous practices, all attempts of that kind

muſt neceffarily be hazardous and deſperate.

THIS point therefore was to be tried on the

perfon of Rabirius, in whofe ruin the factious of

all ranks were intereſted . J. Cæfar fuborned La-

bienus to proſecute him ; and procured himſelf

to be appointed one of the Duumviri, or the two

Judges allotted by the Prætor to fit upon trials of

treafon [o]. Hortenfius pleaded his caufe, and

proved by many witneffes, that the whole accufa-

[o] Sueton. vit. J. Cæf. 12. Dio, p . 42 .

tion
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tion was falfe, and that Saturninus was actually

killed bythe hand ofaflave, who for thatſervice ob-

tained hisfreedom from the public [p]. Cæfar how-

ever eagerly condemned the old man, who ap-

pealed from his fentence to the people ; where

nothing, fays Suetonius, did him ſo much fer-

vice, as the partial and forward feverity of his

judge [q].

THE Tribuns in the mean while employed all

their power to deftroy him ; and Labienus would

not fuffer Cicero to excede half an hour in his de-

fenfe [r] ; and, to raiſe the greater indignation

against the criminal, expofed the picture ofSatur-

ninus in the Roftra, as of one who fell a martyr to

the liberties ofthe people. Cicero opened the de-

fenſe with great gravity, declaring, " that in the

66

memory of man there had not been a caufe of

" fuchimportance, eitherundertaken by aTribun,

" or defended by a Conful : that nothing less was

" meant by it, than that for the future, there

" fhould he no Senate or public Council in the

66

City ; noconfent and concurrence ofthe honeft

" againſt the rage and rafhnefs ofthe wicked ; no

" refource or refuge in the extreme dangers ofthe

" Republic [s].-He implores the favor of all

" the Gods, by whofe providence their City was

" more fignally governed than by anywiſdom of

" man, to make that day propitious to the fecu-

¢

rity of the ſtate, and to the life and fortunes of

" aninnocent man."-And having poffeffed the

minds ofhis audiencewiththe fanctity ofthe caufe,

he procedes boldly to wiſh, " that he had been at

liberty to confefs, what Hortenfius indeed had

proved to be falfe, that Saturninus, the enemy

64

[A] Pro Rabir. 6. 11.

[9] Ut adpopulum provo-

canti nihil æque ac judicis a-

cerbitasprofuit.Sueton . ib.12.

[r] Pro Rabir. 2.

[] Ibid.

" of
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" of the Roman people, was killed by the hand

" ofRabirius [t]-that he ſhould have proclamed

" and bragged of it, as an act that merited re-

" wards, inſtead ofpunishment."-Here he was

interrupted by the clamor ofthe oppoſite faction ;

but he obferves it to be " the faint effort ofa ſmall

66 part of the affembly; and that the body ofthe

66

people, who were filent, would never have

" made him Conful, if they had thought him

66
capable of being difturbed by fo feeble an in-

" fult ; which he adviſed them to drop, fince it

betrayed onely their folly and the inferiority of

" theirnumbers."-The affemblybeingquieted,

he goes on to declare, " that though Rabirius did

" not kill Saturninus, yet he took arms with in-

" tent to kill him, together with the Confuls and

" all the beſt of the City, to which his honor,

virtue, andduty called him.--He puts Labienus

in mind, " that he was too young to be acquaint-

" ed with the merits of that caufe ; that he was

" notbornwhen Saturninus was killed, and could

" not be appriſed how odious and deteſtable his

"namewas to all people : that fome had been ba-

" nifhedforcomplainingonely ofhis death; others

" forhaving a picture ofhim in their houſes [u] :

" that he wondered therefore where Labienus

" hadprocuredthat picture, whichnonedurftven-

"ture to keepevenathome ; andmuchmore, that

" he had the hardiness to produce, before an af-

" fembly ofthe people, what had been the ruin.

" of other men's fortunes-that to charge Rabi-

" riuswiththis crimewas to condemn the greateſt

" and worthieft Citizens, whom Rome had ever

" bred ; and though they were all dead, yet the

injurywas the fame, to rob them of the honor

[] Ibid . 6. [u] Ibid . 9.

" due

I



174 The HISTORY of the Life

" due to their names and memories-Would C.

" Marius, fays he, have lived in perpetual toils

" and dangers, if he had conceived no hopes

" concerning himſelf and his glory beyond the

" limits of this life? When he defeated thoſe in-

" numerable enemies in Ily, and faved the Re-

66 public, did he imagine that every thing which

" related to him would die with him? No ; it is

not fo, Citizens ; there is not one of us who

exerts himſelfwith praiſe and virtue in the dan-"

" gers of the Republic, but is induced to it by

" the expectation ofa futurity. As the minds of

" men therefore ſeem to be divine and immortal

" for many other reaſons, fo efpecially for this,

" that in all the beft and the wifeft there is fo

" ftrong aſenſe ofſomething hereafter, that they

" feem to reliſh nothing but what is eternal. I

appeal then to the fouls of C. Marius, and of

" all thoſe wife and worthy Citizens, who, from

" this life of men, are tranflated to the honors and

fanctity of the Gods ; I call them, I ſay, to

" witnefs, that I think myſelf bound to fight for

" their fame, glory, and memory, with as much

" zeal, as for the altars and temples ofmy coun-

66 try ; and if it were neceffary to take arms in

" defenſe of their praife, I fhould take them as

" ftrenuouſly, as they themselves did for the de-

" fenfe of our common fafety, &c. [*].

66

66

AFTER this fpeech the people were to paſs

judgement on Rabirius bythe fuffrages of all the

centuries : but there being rcafon to apprehend

fome violence and foul playfrom the intrigues of

the Tribuns, Metellus, the Augur and Prætor of

that year, contrived to diffolve the affemblybya

ftratagem before they came to a vote [y] : and the

[*] Ibid. 10. [ ] Dio, I. 37, 42.

greater
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greater affairs that prefently enfued, and engaged

the attention of the City, prevented the farther

profecution and revival of the cauſe.

BUT Cæfarwas more fuccefsfull in another cafe,

in which he was more intereſted, his fuit for the

High Priesthood, a poft of the firſt dignity in the

Republic, vacant by the death of Metellus Pius.

Labienus opened his way to it by the publication

of a new law, for transferring the right of electing

from the college ofPriests to the people, agreably to

the tenor of a former law, which had been re-

pealed by Sylla. Cæfar's ftrength lay in the favor

of the populace, which by immenſe bribes andthe

profufion of his own fubftance he had gained on

this occafion fo effectually, that he carried this

high office, before he had yet been Prætor, againſt

two Confular competitors of the firft authority in

Rome, Q. Catulus and P. Servilius Ifauricus ; the

one ofwhom had been Cenfor, and then bore the

title of Prince of the Senate ; and the other been

honored with a Triumph : yet he procured more

votes against them even in their own tribes, than they

both hadout ofthe whole number ofthe Citizens [z].

CATILINE was now renewing his efforts for

the Confulfhip with greater vigor than ever, and

byfuch open methods ofbribery, that Cicero pub-

lifhed anew law against it, with the additionalpe-

nalty of a ten years exil, prohibiting likewife all

fbers of Gladiators within two years from the time

offuing for anymagiftracy, unless they were ordered

by the will of a perfon deceased, and on a certainday

thereinspecified [a] . Catiline, who knew the law

[x] Ita potentiffimos duos

competitores, multumque &

ætate & dignitate anteceden-

tes, fuperavit ; ut plura ipfe

in eorum tribubus fuffragia,

quam uterque in omnibus tu-

lerit. Suet . J. Cæf. 13. Vide

Pigh. Annal.

[ a ] Pro Muren, 23, in

Vatin. 15.

to
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to be levelled at himſelf, formed a deſign to kill

Cicero, with fome other chiefs of the Senate [b],

on the day of election , which was appointed for

the twentieth of October ; but Cicero gave infor-

mation of it to the Senate the day before, upon

which the election was deferred, that they might

have time to deliberate on an affair offo great im-

portance : and the day following, in a full houſe,

be called uponCatiline to clear himselfofthis charge ;

where without denying or excufing it, he bluntly

told them, that there were two bodies in the Re-

public, meaning the Senate and the People, the

one ofthem infirm with a weak head, the other firm

without a head; which laft had fo well deferved of

him, that it shouldnever want a head while he lived.

He had made a declaration ofthe fame kind and

in the fame place a few days before, when upon

Cato's threatening him with an impeachment, he

fiercely replied, that if anyflame fhould be excited

in bis fortunes, he would extinguish it, not with wa-

ter, but a general ruin [c].

THESE declarations ftartled the Senate, and

convinced them that nothing but a defperate con-

fpiracy, ripe for execution, could infpire fodaring

an affurance : fo that they proceded immediately

to that decree, which was the uſual refuge in all

cafes of imminent danger, of ordering the Confuls

to take care that the Republic received no harm [d].

Upon this Cicero doubled his guard, and called

fome troops into the city ; and when the election

[b] Dio, 1. 37. 43 :

[ Tum enim dixit, duo

corpora effe Reipub. unum

debile, infirmo capite ; alte-

rum firmum, fine capite :

huic, cum ita de fe meritum

effet, caput, fe vivo, non de-

futurum . Cum idem ille-

paucis diebus ante Catoni,

judicium minitanti, refpon-

diffet, Si quod effet in fuas

fortunas incendium `excita-

tum, id fe non aqua, fed ruina

reftincturum. ProMuren. 25 .

[d] Sall. bell. Catil. 29.

Plutarch . Cic.

of
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of Confuls came on, that he might imprint a

ſenſe of his own and of the public danger the

more ſtrongly, he took care to throw back his

gowninthe view of the people, and difcovered a

fbining breaft-plate, which he wore under it [e]:

by which precaution, as he told Catiline after-

wards to his face, he prevented his defign of kill-

ing both him and the competitors for the Confulship,

of whom D. Junius Silanus and L. Licinius

Murena were declared Confuls elect [f].

CATILINE thus a fecond time repulfed, and

breathing nothing but revenge, was now eager

and impatient to execute his grand plot : he had

no other game left ; his fchemes were not onely

fufpected, but actually diſcovered by the fagacity

of the Conful, and himſelf fhunned and detefted

by all honeft men ; fo that he refolved without

farther delay to put all to the hazard, of ruining

either his country or himſelf. He was fingularly

formed both by art and nature for the head of a

defperate confpiracy ; of an illuftrious family,

ruined fortunes, profligate mind, undaunted

courage, unwearied induftry ; of a capacity e-

qual to the hardieft attempt, with a tongue that

could explane, and a band that could execute it [g].

Cicero gives us his juſt character in many parts

of his works, but in none a more lively picture

of him than in the following paffage [b].

[e] Defcendi in campum

cum illa lata infignique lori-

ca-ut omnes boni animad-

verterent, & cum in metu &

periculo Confulem viderent,

id quod fictum eft, ad opem

præfidiumque meum concur-

rerent. Pro Muren. 26.

[f] Cum proximis comi-

tiis confularibus, me Confu-

VOL. I.

lem in campo & competito-

res tuos interficere voluifti,

compreffi conatus tuos nefa-

rios amicorum præfidio. In

Cat. 1. 5 .

[g] Erat ei confilium ad

facinus aptum confilio au-

tem neque lingua, neque ma-

nus deerat. In Cat. 3. 7.

[b] Pro Cal. 5. 6.

N " HE
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" He had in him, fays he, many, though not

" exprefs images, yet ſketches of the greateſt vir-

" tues ; was acquainted with a great number of

" wicked men, yet a pretended admirer of the

" virtuous. His houfe was furniſhed with a va-

66

riety of temptations to luft and lewdness, yet

" with feveral incitements alfo to induſtry and

" labor: it was a ſcene of vicious pleaſures, yet a

" fchool of martial exerciſes. There never was

" fuch a monſter on earth, compounded of paf-

" fions fo contrary and oppofite. Who was ever

" more agreable at one time to the beſt citizens ?

" who more intimate at another with the worst?

" who a man of better principles ? who a fouler

" enemy to this city ? who more intemperate in

" pleaſure ? who more patient in labor ? who

" more rapacious in plundering? who more pro-

" fufe in fquandering ? He had a wonderful fa-

" culty of engaging men to his friendſhip, and

" obliging them by his obfervance ; fharing

" withthem in common whatever he was maſter

" of; ferving them with his money, his intereft,

" his pains, and, when there was occafion, by

" the moſt daring acts of villainy ; moulding

" his nature to his purpoſes, and bending it eve-

" ryway to hiswill. With the morofe, he could

" live feverely; with the free, gayly ; with the

" old, gravely ; with the young, chearfully ;

" with the enterprizing, audaciouſly ; with the

" vicious, luxuriouſly. By a temper fo various

and pliable, he gathered about him the pro-

" fligate and the rafh from all countries, yet

" held attached to him at the fame time many

" brave and worthy men, by the fpecious fhew

" of a pretended virtue."

WITH thefe talents, if he had obtained the

Confulfhip, and with it the command of the ar-

mies

3
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mies and provinces of the Empire, he would pro-

bably, like another Cinna, have madehimſelfthe

tyrant of his country : but defpair and impatience,

under his repeated diſappointments, hurried him

on tothe mad refolution ,ofextortingbyforce what

he could not procure by addrefs . His fcheme

however was not without a foundation of proba-

bility, and there were feveral reaſons for thinking

the prefent time the most feafonable for the execu-

tion of it. Italy was drained in a manner of re-

gular troops ; Pompey at a great diftance withthe

beft armyof the Empire ; and his old friend An-

tonius, on whofe affiftance he ftill depended [i].

was to have the command of all the forces that

remained. But his greateſt hopes lay in Sylla's

veteran foldiers, whofe caufe he had always e-

fpoufed, and among whomhe had been bred

who, tothe number of about a hundred thoufand,

were ſettled in the ſeveral diftricts and colonies of

Italy, in the poffeffion of lands affigned to them

by Sylla, whichthe generality had wafted bytheir

vices and luxury, andwanted another civil war to

repair their fhattered fortunes. Among theſe he

employed his agents and officers in all parts, to

debauch them to his fervice ; and in Etruria, had

actually enrolled a confiderable body, and formed

them into a little army under the command of

Manlius, a bold and experienced Centurion, who

waited onely for his orders to take the field [k].

We muſt add to this what all writers mention,

the univerfal difaffection and diſcontent, which

poffeffed all ranks of the City, but especially the

meanerfort, who from the uneafinefs of their cir

[ ] Inflatum tum fpe mili-

tum, tum college mei, ut

ipfe dicebat, promiffis. Pro

Muren. 23.

[ Caftra funt in Italia

contra Rempub. in Etruria

faucibus collocata. In Cat.

1. 2. it. 2. 6.

N 2 cumſtances,
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cumſtances, and the preffure of their debts, wifhed

for a change of government : fo that if Catiline

had gained any little advantage at fetting out, or

come offbut equal in the firſt battel, there was rea-

fon to expect a general declaration in his favor[?].

He called a council therefore of all the confpi-

rators, to ſettle the plan of their work, and di-

vide the parts of it among themſelves, and fix a

proper day for the execution. There were about

thirty-five, whofe names are tranfmitted to us as

principals in the plot, partly of the Senatorian,

partly of the Equestrian order, with many others

from the colonies and municipal towns of Italy,

men of families and intereft in their ſeveral coun-

tries. The Senators were P. Cornelius Lentulus,

C. Cethegus, P. Autronius, L. Caffius Longinus,

P. Sylla, Serv. Sylla, L. Vargunteius, Q. Curius,

Q. Annius, M. Portius Lecca, L. Beſtia [m].

LENTULUS was defcended from a Patrician

branch of the Cornelian family, one of the moſt

numerous, as well as the moft fplendid in Rome.

His grandfather had born the title of Prince ofthe

Senate, and was the moſt active in the purſuit and

deſtruction of C. Gracchus, in which he received

a dangerous wound [2] . The grandſon, by the

favor of his noble birth, had been advanced to

the Confulfhip about eight years before, but was

turned out of the Senate foon after bythe Cenfors,

for the notorious infamy of his life, till by obtain-

ing the Prætorſhip a fecond time, which he now

[ Sed omnino cuncta ple-

bes, novarum rerum ftudio,

Catilinæ incepta probabat-

quod fi primo prælio Catilina

fuperior, aut æqua manu dif-

ceffiffet, profecto magna cla-

des, &c. Salluft. 27. 29.

[m] Salluft. 17.

[»]Num P.Lentulum,prin-

cipem Senatus ? Complures

alios fummos viros, qui cum

L. Opimio Confule armati

Gracchum in Aventinum per-

fecuti funt ? quo in prælio

Lentulusgravevulnus accepit.

Phil. 8. 4. in Cat. 4. 6.

actually
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actually enjoyed, he recovered his former place

and rank in that fupreme council [o]. His parts

were but moderate, or rather flow; yet the come-

lynefs of his perfon, the gracefulneſs and proprie-

ty of his action, the ftrength and ſweetneſs of his

voice, procured him fome reputation as a ſpeak-

[p]. He was lazy, luxurious, and profligate-

ly wicked ; yet fo vain and ambitious, as to ex-

pect from the overthrow of the government, to

be the firſt man in the Republic ; in which fancy

he was ftrongly flattered by fome crafty Southfay-

ers, who affured him from the Sibylline books, that

there were three Cornelius's deftined to the dominion

of Rome; that Cinna and Sylla had already pof-

deffed it, and the prophecy wanted to be com-

pleted in him [9]. With thefe views he entered

freely into the confpiracy, trufting to Catiline's

vigor for the execution, and hoping to reap the

chief fruit from it's fuccefs.

CETHEGUS was of an extraction equally noble,

but of a temper fierce, impetuous, and daring

to a degree even of fury. He had been warmly

engaged in the caufe of Marius, with whom he

was driven out of Rome ; but when Sylla's af-

fairs became profperous, he prefently changed

fides, and throwing himſelf at Sylla's feet, and

promifing great fervices, was reſtored to the

City [r]. After Sylla's death, by intrigues and

[ ] Lentulus quoque tunc

maxime Prætor, &c. Flor. 4.

1. Dio, p. 43. Plut. in Cic.

[ ] P. Lentulus, cujus &

excogitandi & loquendi tar-

ditatem tegebat formæ digni-

tas, corporis motus plenus &

artis & venuftatis , vocis & fua-

vitas & magnitudo. Brut.350.

[q] Lentulum autem fibi

confirmaffe ex fatis Sibyllinis,

Harufpicumque refponfis, fe

effe tertium illum Cornelium ,

ad quem regnum hujus urbis

atque imperium pervenire ef-

fet neceffe, &c. In Cat. 3. 4.

it . 4. 6.

[r] Quid Catilina tuis nata-

libus, atque Cethegi

Inveniet quifquamfublimius?

-Juv . Sat. 8. 231. App.
-

399.

N 3 faction
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faction he acquired fo great an influence, that

whilePompey was abroad, he governed all things

at home; procured for Antonius, that command

over the coafts of the Mediterranean, and for

Lucullus, the management of the Mithridatic

war [s]. In the heigth of this power, he made

an excurſion into Spain, to raiſe contributions

in that province, where meeting with fome op-

pofition to his violences, he had the hardiness to

infult, and even wound the Proconful, Q. Metel-

lus Pius [t] . But the infolence of his conduct

and the infamy of his life gradually diminiſhed,

and at laſt deſtroyed his credit ; when finding

himſelf controuled by the Magiftrates, and the

particular vigilance of Cicero, he entred eagerly

into Catiline's plot, and was entruſted with the

moſt bloody and defperate part of it, the taſk of

maffacring their enemies within the city. The

reft of the confpirators were not lefs illuftrious

for their birth [u ] . The two Sylla's were ne-

phews to the Dictator of that name ; Autronius

had obtained the Confulfhip, but was deprived

for bribery ; and Caffius was a competitor for it

with Cicero himſelf. In fhort, they were all of

the fame ftamp and character ; men whom difap-

pointments, ruined fortunes, and flagitious lives,

had prepared for any deſign againſt the State ;

and all whofe hopes of eafe and advancement

[ ] Hic eft M. Antonius,

qui gratia Cottæ Confulis &

Cethegi factione in Senatu,

curationem infinitam nactus,

&c. Afcon. in Verr. 2. 3 .

Plut. in Lucull.

[] Quis de C. Cethego,

atque ejus in Hifpaniam pro-

fectione, ac de vulnere Q.

Metelli Pii cogitat, cui non

ad illius poenam carcer ædi-

ficatus effe videatur ? Pro

Syll . 25 .

[a] Curii, Porcii, Syllæ,

Cethegi, Antonii, Vargun-

teii atque Longini : quæ fa-

miliæ ? quæ Senatus inſignia ?

&c. Flor. 1. 4. I.

depended
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depended on a change of affairs, and the fub-

verfion of the Republic.

AT this meeting it was refolved, that a ge-

neral infurrection fhould be raiſed through Italy,

the different parts of which were affigned to dif-

ferent leaders ; that Catiline fhould put himſelf

at the head of the troops in Etruria ; that Rome

fhould be fired in many places at once, and a

maffacre begun at the fame time of the whole

Senate, and all their enemies ; of whom none

were to be fpared except the fons of Pompey,

who were to be kept as Hoftages of their peace

and reconciliation with the father ; that in the

confternation of the fire and maffacre, Catiline

fhould be ready with his Tufcan army, to take

the benefit of the public confufion, and make

himſelf maſter of the City ; where Lentulus in

the mean while, as firſt in dignity, was to prefide

in their general councils ; Caffius to manage the

affair of firing it, Cethegus to direct the maf-

facre [x]. But the vigilance of Cicero being the

chief obftacle to all their hopes, Catiline was

very defirous to fee him taken off before heleft

Rome ; upon which two Knights of the company

undertook to kill him the next morning in his

bed, in an early vifit on pretence of buſineſs [y].

They were both of his acquaintance, and uſed

to frequent his houfe ; and knowing his cuftom

of giving free accefs to all, made no doubt of

[x] Cum Catilina egrede-

retur ad exercitum, Lentulus

in urbe relinqueretur, Caffius

incendiis, Cethegus cædi præ-

poneretur. Pro Syll. 19.

Vid. Plut. in Cicer.

[y] Dixifti paullulum tibi

effe moræ, quod ego vive-

rem: reperti funt duo Equi-

tes Romani, qui te ifta cura

liberarent, & fefe illa ipfa

nocte ante lucem me neo in

lectulo interfecturos pollice-

rentur. In Catil. 1. 4. it.

Salluft. 28.

N 4 being
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being readily admitted, as C. Cornelius, one of

the two, afterwards confeffed [z].

THE meeting was no fooner over, than Cicero

had information of all that paffed in it ; for by

the intrigues of a woman named Fulvia, he had

I gained over Curius her gallant, one of the con-

fpirators of Senatorian rank, to fend him a

punctual account of all their deliberations. He

preſently imparted his intelligence to fome of

the chiefs of the city, who were affembled that

evening, as uſual, at his houfe ; informing them

not onely of the defign, but naming the men who

were to execute it, and the very hour when they

would be at hisgate : all which fell out exactly

as he foretold ; for the two Knights came before

break of day, but had the mortification to find

the house wellguarded, and all admittance refufed

to them [a].

CATILINE was difappointed likewiſe in ano-

ther affairof no leſs moment before he quitted the

City ; a defign to furprize the town of Prænefte,

one of the ſtrongeſt fortreffes of Italy, within

twenty-five miles of Rome ; which would have

been of fingular uſe to him in the war, and a

fure retreat in all events : but Cicero was ftill be-

forehand with him, and from the apprehenfion

of fuch an attempt, had previouſly fent orders

to the place to keep a fpecial guard ; fo that

when Catiline came in the night to make an af

[*] Tunc tuus pater, Cor-

neli, id quod tandem ali-

quando confitetur, illam fibi

officiofam provinciam depo-

pofcit. Pro Syll. 18.

[a ] Domum meam majo-

ribus præfidiis munivi : ex-

clufi eos, quos tu mane ad

me falutatum miferas ; cum

illi ipfi veniffent, quos ego

jam multis ac fummis viris

ad me id temporis venturos

effe prædixeram, In Catil.

1.4.

fault,

1
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fault, he found them fo well provided, that he

durft not venture upon the experiment [b].

THIS was the ftate of the confpiracy, when

Cicero delivered the firſt of thoſe four ſpeeches,

which were ſpoken upon the occafion of it, and

are ftill extant. The meeting of the confpirators

was on the fixth of November, in the evening ;

and on the eighth he fummoned the Senate to

the Temple of Jupiter in the Capitol, where it was

not ufually held but in times of public alarm [c].

There had been ſeveral debates before this on the

fame fubject of Catiline's treaſons, and his defign

of killing theConful ; and a decree had paffed at

the motion of Cicero, to offer a public reward

to the firſt diſcoverer of the plot ; if aflave,

bis liberty, and eight hundred pounds ; if a citizen,

bis pardon, andfixteen hundred [d ] . Yet Catiline

by a profound diffimulation, and the conftant

profeffions of his innocence, ftill deceived many

of all ranks ; repreſenting the whole as the fiction

of his enemy Cicero, and offering to give fecuri-

ty for his behaviour, and to deliver himſelf to

the cuftody ofany whom the Senate would name ;

of M. Lepidus, of the Prator Metellus, or of

Cicero bimfelf: but none of them would receive

him ; and Cicero plainly told him, that heſhould

never think himſelf ſafe in the fame boufe, when

be was in danger by living in the fame City with

[b] Quid? eum tu Pra-

nefte Kalendis ipfis Novem-

bribus occupaturum nocturno

impetu confideres ? Senfiftine

illam coloniam meo juffu,

meis præfidiis effe muni-

tam ? Ibid. 1. 3. Prænefte-

natura munitum. Vell. Pat.

2. 26.

[ ] Nihil hic munitiffimus

habendi Senatus locus.

I. 1.

Ib.

[d]Siquis indicaffet de con-

juratione, quæ contra Remp.

facta erat, præmium fervo,

libertatem&feftertia centum;

liberto, impunitatem & fef-

tertia cc. Salluft. 30.-

bim:
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bim [e]: yet he ftill kept on the maſk, and had

the confidence to come to this very meeting in

the Capitol ; which fo fhocked the whole affem-

bly, that none even of his acquaintance durft ven-

ture tofalute him ; and the Confular Senators quitted

that part of the boufe in which he fat, and left the

whole bench clear to bim [f]. Cicero was fo pro-

voked by his impudence, that inftead of enter-

ing upon any bufinefs, as he defigned, addref-

fing himself directly to Catiline, he broke out

into a moft fevere invective againſt him ; and

with all the fire and force of an incenfed elo-

quence laid open the whole courfe of his vil-

lainies, and the notoriety of his treaſons.

66

He put him in mind, " that there was a de-

cree already made againſt him, by which he

" could take his life [g] ; and that he ought to

"have done it long ago, fince many, far more

" eminent and lefs criminal, had been taken off

" by the fame authority for the fufpicion onely

" of treaſonable defigns ; that if he fhould or-

"der him therefore to be killed upon the spot,

" there was cauſe to apprehend, that it would

" be thought rather too late, than too cruel. —

"But there was a certain reafon which yet with-

" held him Thou fhalt then be put to

" death, fays he, when there is not a man to

" be found fo wicked, fo defperate, fo like to

" thyfelf, who will deny it to be done justly.-

[ ] Cum a me id refpon-

fum tuliffes, me nullo modo

poffe iifdem parietibus tuto

effe tecum, qui magno in

periculo effem, quod iifdem

monibus contineremur. Ib.

1. 8.

[f] Quis te ex hac tanta

frequentia, tot ex tuis amicis

ac neceffariis falutavit ? Quid,

quod adventu tuo ifta fub-

fellia vacuefacta funt ? &c.

Ib . 1. 7 .

[g] HabemusSenatus con-

fultum in te, Catilina vehe-

mens & grave. In Catil.

1. L.

" As
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" As long as there is one who dares to defend

thee, thou fhalt live ; and live fo, as thou

now doft, furrounded by the guards, which

" I have placed about thee, fo as not to fuffer

" thee to ftir a foot againſt the Republic ; whilſt

" the eyes and ears of many fhall watch thee,

" as they have hitherto done, when thou little

" thoughteft of it [b]." He then goes on to

give a detail of all that had been concerted by.

the confpirators at their ſeveral meetings, to let

him fee, " that he was perfectly informed of

every ſtep which he had taken, or defigned to

" take ; "" and obferves, " that he faw feveral

" at that very time in the Senate, who had af-

" fifted at thoſe meetings. He preffes him

" therefore to quit the City, and fince all his

" counfils were detected, to drop the thought of

" fires and maffacres :- that the gates were

" open, and no body ſhould ſtop him [i ]."

Then running over the flagitious enormities of

his life, and the ſeries of his traiterous practices,

" he exhorts, urges, commands him to depart,

" and, if he would be adviſed by him, to go in-

" to a voluntary exil, and free them from their

" fears ; that, if they were juſt ones, they might

" be fafer ; if groundleſs, the quieter [k] : that

66

though he would not put the queftion to the

" houſe, whether they would order him into

" baniſhment, or not, yet he would let him fee

" their ſenſeupon it by theirmanner of behaving

" while he was urging him to it ; for fhould he

" bid any other Senator of credit, P. Sextius,

" or M. Marcellus, to go into exil, they would

" all rife up againſt him at once, and lay violent

" hands on their Conful : yet when he ſaid it to

[b] Ibid. 2.

[] Ibid. 5.

[*] Ibid. 7.

« him,
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him, by their filence they approved it ; by

" their fuffering it, decreed it ; by faying no-

thing, proclamed their confent [7]. That

" he would anfwer likewife for the Knights,

" who were then guarding the avenues of the

" Senate, and were hardly reftrained from doing

" him violence ; that if he would confent to go,

they would all quietly attend him to the

66

66
gates. Yet after all, if in virtue of his

" command he ſhould really go into baniſhment,

" he forefaw what a ftorm of envy he ſhould

" drawby it upon himself; but he did not value

" that, if by his own calamity he could avert

" the dangers of the Republic : but there was

" no hope that Catiline could ever be induced

" to yield to the occafions of the State, or

" moved with a ſenſe of his crimes, or reclamed

&6
by fhame, or fear, or reafon , from his mad-

" nefs [m] . He exhorts him therefore, if he

" would not go into exil, to go at leaſt , where

"he was expected, into Manlius's camp, and

" begin the war ; provided onely, that he would

carry out with him all the rest of his crew :

" That there he might riot and exult at his full

eafe, without the mortification of ſeeing one

" honeſt man about him [n].-There he might

66

<<

66

--

practiſe all that difcipline to which he had

" been trained, of lying upon the ground, not

onely in purfuit of his lewd amours, but of

" bold and hardy enterprizes : there he might

" exert all that boafted patience of hunger, cold,

" and want, by which however he would ſhort-

<<

ly find himſelf undone." He then introdu-

ces an expoftulation of the Republic with him-

felf, " for his too great lenity, in fuffering fuch

[?] Ilid. 8. [m] Ibid. 9. [7 ] Ibid. 10.

" a traitor
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" a traitor to eſcape, inftead of hurrying him to

" immediate death ; that it was an inftance of.

" cowardice and ingratitude to the Roman peo-

66

66

ple, that he, a new man, who, without any

" recommendation from his anceſtors, had been

" raiſed by them through all the degrees of ho-

nor to foverein dignity, fhould, for the fake

" of any danger to himfelf, neglect the care of

" the public fafety [o] . To this moſt facred

" voice of my country, fays he, and to all

" thofe, who blame me after the fame manner,

" I fhall make this ſhort answer ; that if I had

66

thought it the moſt adviſable to put Catiline

" to death, I would not have allowed that Gla-

" diator the uſe of one moment's life : for if,

" in former days, our moſt illuftrious Citizens,

" inſtead of fullying, have done honor to their

" memories, by the deftruction of Saturninus,

" the Gracchi, Flaccus, and many others ; there

" is no ground to fear, that by killing this Par-

" ricide any envy would lie upon me with po-

fterity; yet if the greateſt was fure to befall

me, it was always my perfuafion, that envy

" acquired by virtue was really glory, not en-

vy: but there are fome of this very order,

" who do not either fee the dangerswhich hang

" over us, or elfe diffemble what theyfee ; who

66

66

66

bythe foftneſs of their votes cheriſh Catiline's

" hopes, and add ſtrength to the confpiracy by

" not believing it ; whofe authority influences

66
many, not onely of the wicked, but the

" weak , who, if I had puniſhed this man as he

" deferved, would not have failed to cry out

upon me for acting the tyrant [p]. Now I

" am perfuaded, that when he is once gone into

66

[o] Ibid . 11. [ ] Ibid. 12.

" Manlius's.

3
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" Manlius's camp, whither he actually defigns

" to go, none can be fo filly, as not to fee that

" there is a plot, none fo wicked, as not to ac-

66

knowledge it : whereas by taking off him a-

lone, though this peftilence would befomewhat

" checked, it could not be fuppreffed : but when

" he has thrown himſelf into rebellion, and car-

" ried out his friends along with him , and drawn

" together the profligate and defperate from all

parts of the empire, not onely this ripened

66

plague of the Republic, but the very root

" and feed of all our evils will be extirpated

" with him at once." Then applying himſelf

again to Catiline, he concludes with a fhort

prayer to Jupiter : " With thefe omens, Ca-

" tiline, of all profperity to the Republic, but

" of deftruction to thyfelf, and all thoſe who

" have joined themſelves with thee in all kinds

" of parricide, go thy way then to this impious

" and abominable war ; whilft thou, Jupiter,

" whoſe religion was eſtabliſhed with the foun-

" dation of this City, whom we truly call Stator,

" the ſtay and prop of this Empire, wilt drive

" this man and his accomplices from thy altars

" and temples, from the houſes and walls ofthe

" city, from the lives and fortunes of us all ;

" and wilt deſtroy with eternal puniſhments,

" both living and dead, all the haters of good

" men, the enemies of their country, the plun

" derers of Italy, now confederated in this de-

" teftable league and partnership of villainy."

CATILINE, aftoniſhed by the thunder of this

fpeech, had little to ſay for himſelf in anſwer to

it ; yet with down-caft looks and fuppliant voice be

begged of the Fathers, not to believe too hastily what

was faid against him by an enemy ; that his birth

and past life offered every thing to him that was

hopefull ;
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bopefull; and it was not to be imagined, that a man

ofPatricianfamily, whofe ancestors, as well as him-

Jelf, badgiven many proofs of their affection to the

Roman people, fhould want to overturn the govern

ment ; while Cicero, astranger, and late inhabitant

of Rome, was fo zealous to preferve it. But as he

was going on to give foul language, the Senate

interrupted him by a general outcry, calling him Trai-

tor andParricide : upon which, being furious and

defperate, he declared again aloud what he had

faid before to Cato, thatfince he was circumvented

and driven bead-long by his enemies, he wouldquench

theflame which was raiſed about him, by the common

ruin ; and fo rushed out of the affembly [9]. As

foon as he was come to his houfe, and began to

reflect on what had paffed, perceiving it in vain

to diffemble any longer, he refolved to enter into

action immediately, before the troops of the Re-

public were encreafed, or any new levies made ;

fo that after a fhort conference with Lentulus,

Cethegus, and the reft, about what had been

concerted in the last meeting, having given frofh

orders and affurances of his fpeedy return at the

head of a ſtrong army, he left Rome that very

night with a fmall retinue, to make the beſt of

his way towards Etruria [r ] .

HE no fooner difappeared, than his friends.

gave out that he was gone into a voluntary exil at

Marſeilles [s] ; which was induftriously spread

through the City the next morning, to raiſe an

odium upon Cicero, for driving an innocent

man into banishment without any previous trial

[9] Tum ille furibundus ;

Quoniam quidem circumven-

tus, inquit, ab inimicis præ-

ceps agor, incendium meum

ruina extinguam . Salluft. 31 .

[r] Ibid. 32.

[s] At enimfunt, Quirites,

qui dicant a me in exilium

eje&um effe Catilinam- Ego

vehemens ille Conful, qui

verbo cives in exilium ejicio,

&c. In Catil. 2. 6.

or
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or proof of his guilt : but Cicero was too well

informed of his motions to entertain any doubt

about his going to Manlius's camp, and into ac-

tual rebellion, he knew that he had fent thither

already a quantity of arms, and all the enfigns of

military command, with that filver eagle, which he

ufed to keep with great fuperftition in his houſe, for

it's having belonged to C. Marius in his expedition

against the Cimbri [ t ] . But left the ſtory ſhould

make an ill impreffion on the City, he called the

people together into the Forum, to give them

an account of what paffed in the Senate the day

before, and of Catiline's leaving Rome upon it.

He began by " congratulating with them on

" Catiline's flight, as on a certain victory ; fince

" the driving him from his fecret plots and infi-

" dious attempts on their lives andfortunes into

" open rebellion, was in effect to conquer him:

" that Catiline himſelf was fenfible of it ; whofe

" chief regret in his retreat was not for leaving

" the City, but for leaving it ſtanding [u ].-But

" if there be any here, fays he, who blame me

" for what I am boafting of, as you all indeed

" juftly may, that I did not rather feize, than

" fend away fo capital an enemy ; that is notmy

" fault, Citizens, but the fault of the times. Ca-

" tiline ought long ago to have fuffered the laſt

" puniſhment ; the cuſtom of our anceſtors, the

difcipline ofthe empire, andtheRepublic itſelf

" required it : But how many would there have

" been, who would not have believed what I

" charged him with? how many, whothrough

" weakneſs would never have imagined it, or

[ ] Cum fafces, cum tu-

bas, cum figna militaria,

cum aquilam illam argente-

am, cui ille etiam facrarium

fcelerum domi fuæ fecerat,

fcirem effe præmiffam. Ib.

Salluft. 59.

[u] In Catil. 2. 1 .

" through
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" through wickednefs would have defended it ?"

" He obferves, " that if he had put Catiline

" to death, he ſhould have drawn upon himfelf

" fuch an odium, as would have rendered him

" unable to profecute his accomplices, and extir-

" pate theremains of the confpiracy ; but fo far

" from being afraid of him now, he was forry

" onely that he went off with fo few to attend

" him[*]: that his forces were contemptible, if

" compared with thofe of the Republic ; made

" up ofa miferable, needy crew, who had wafted

" their fubftance, forfeited their bails, and would

run away not onely at the fight of an army,

" but of the Prætor's edict :-That thofe, who

" had deferted his army and ftaid behind, were

" more to be dreaded than the army itſelf; and

" the more fo, becauſe they knew him to be in-

" formed of all their defigns, yet were not at all

" moved by it: that he had laid open all their

" counfils in the Senate the day before, upon

" whichCatiline was fo difheartened, that heim-

" mediately fled : that he could not gueſs what

" theſe others meant ; if they imagined that he

" ſhould always uſe the fame lenity, they were

" much miſtaken [y] : for he had now gained

" what he had hitherto been waiting for,to make

" all people fee that there was a confpiracy ; that

" now therefore there was no more room for cle-

" mency, the cafe itſelf required feverity : yet

" hewould ſtill grant them one thing, to quit the

" city and follow Catiline ; nay, would tell them

" the way, it was the Aurelian road, and, if

" they would make haft, they might overtake

" him before night." Then after defcribingthe

profligate life and converfation of Catiline and his

[x] Ibid. 2. [y] Ibid. 3.

VOL. 1. O accom
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66

<6

66

66

accomplices [z], he declares it " inſufferably im-

pudent for fuch men to pretend to plot ; the

lazy againſt the active, the fooliſh againſt the

prudent, the drunken againſt the ſober, the

drowſy againſt the vigilant ; who lolling at

" feafts, embracing miftreffes, ftaggering with

" wine, ftuffed with victuals, crowned with gar-

" lands, dawbed with perfumes, belch in their

" converfations of maffacring the honeft, and

" firing the city. If my Confulfhip, fays he,

" fince it cannot cure, fhould cut offall theſe, it

" would add no ſmall period to the duration of

"the Republic : for there is no nation, which

" we have reafon to fear, no King, who can

" makewar upon the Roman people ; all diftur-

" bances abroad, both by land and fea, are quell-

" ed by the virtue of one man; but a domeftic'

66

war ftill remains ; the treaſon, the danger, the

" enemyiswithin ; we are to combatwith luxury,

" with madneſs, with villainy : in this warI pro-

" fefs myſelfyour leader, and take upon myſelf

" all the animofity of the defperate : whatever

66
can poffibly be healed, I will heal ; but what

" oughttobe cut off, I will never fuffer to ſpread

" to the ruin of the city [a]." He then takes

notice ofthe report of Catiline's being driven into

exil, but ridicules the weaknefs of it, and fays,

" that he had put that matter out of doubt, by

" expofing all his treafons the day before in the

" Senate [b]." He laments " the wretched con-

" dition not onely ofgoverning, but even ofpre-

" ferving States : for ifCatiline, fays he, baffled

" bymy pains and counfils, fhould really change

" his mind, drop all thoughts of war, and be-

" takehimſelf to exil, he would not be faid to be

[x] Ibid . 4 . [a] Ibid. 5 . [b] Ibid. 6.

" difarmed
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" difarmed and terrified, or driven from his pur-

poſe bymy vigilance ; but uncondemned and

66

innocent to be forced into banishment by the

" threats ofthe Conful ; and therewould benum-

" bers, who would think him not wicked, but

<<

unhappy ; and me not a diligent Conful, but

" a cruel tyrant." He declares, " that though

" for the fake of his own eafe or character he

" fhould neverwish to hear of Catiline's being at

" the head of an army, yet they would certainly

hear it in three day's time :--that if men were

" fo perverſe as to complain of his being driven

" away, what would they have faid if he had

" been put to death ? Yet there was not one of

" thofe who talked of his going to Marſeilles,

but would be forry for it if it was true, and

" wifhed much rather to fee him in Manlius's

" camp [c]. He procedes to defcribe at large the

ftrength and forces of Catiline, and the different

forts ofmen of which they were compofed ; and

then difplaying and oppofing to them the fup: rior

forces of the Republic, he fhews it to be " a con-

" tention of all forts of virtue againſt all forts of

" vice ; in which, if all human help ſhould fail

" them, the Gods themselves would never fuffer

" the beſt cauſe in the world to be vanquished by

" the worst [d]." He requires them therefore

" to keep a watch onely in their private houſes,

" for he had taken care to fecure the public,

" without any tumult : that he had given notice

" to all the colonies and great towns of Catiline's

" retreat, fo as to be upon their guard againſt

" him: that as to the body of Gladiators, whom

" Catiline always depended upon as his beſt and

" fureft band, they were taken care of in fuch

[c] Ibid. 7, 8, 9, 10.

a

[d] Ibid. 11.

02 << manner
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66

manner, as to be in the power of the Re- ,

public [e ] ; though, to fay the truth, even

" theſe were better affected than ſome part of

" the Patricians : that he had fent Q. Metellus

"the Prætor into Gaul and the diftrict of Pice-

66
num, to oppoſe all Catiline's motions on that

" fide ; and for fettling all matters at home had

" fummonedthe Senate to meet again that morn-,

" ing, which, as they faw, was then affembling.

" Asfor thofe therefore who were left behind in

" the city, though they were now enemies, yet

" fince they were born citizens, he admonished

" them again and again, that his lenity had been,

" waitingonelyfor an opportunity ofdemonftrat-

" ing the certainty of the plot : that for the reft,

" he fhould never forget that this was his coun-

66

66

66

try, he their Conful, who thought it his duty

" either to live with them, or die for them.

" There is no guard, fays he, upon the gates,

none to watch the roads ; ifany one has a mind

" to withdraw himſelf, he may go wherever he

pleaſes ; but if he makes the leaſt ſtir within

" the city, fo as to be caught in any overt-act

" againſt the Republic, he fhall know, that there

" arein it vigilant Confuls, excellent Magiſtrates,

66 a ftout Senate ; that there are arms, and a

" prifon, which our anceſtors provided as the

" avenger of manifeft crimes ; and all this fhall

" be tranſacted in fuch a manner, Citizens, that

"the greateſt diforders fhall be quelled without

" the leaft hurry ; the greateſt dangers without

" any tumult; a domeftic war, the moſt defpe-

" rate of anyin our memory, by me your onely

[e] Ibid. 12. Decrevere diftribuerentur pro cujufque

uti familiæ gladiatoriæ Ca- opibus. Salluft. 30.

puam & in cætera municipia

" Leader
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" Leader and General, in my gown ; which I

" will manage fo, that, as far as it is poffible, not

" one even ofthe guilty fhall fuffer puniſhment

" inthe city but if their audacioufnefs and my

" country's danger fhould neceffarily drive me

" from this mild refolution, yet I will effect,

" what in fo cruel and treacherous a war could

hardly be hoped for, that not one honeſt man

" fhall fall, but all of you be fafe by the puniſh-

" ment ofa few. This I promife, Citizens, not

" from any confidence in my own prudence, or

" from any human counfils, but from the many

" evident declarations of the Gods, by whofe im-

pulfe I am led into this perfuafion ; who affift

" us, not as they uſed to do, at a diſtance, againſt

foreign and remote enemies, but by their pre-

" fent help and protection defend their temples

" and our houſes : it is your part therefore to

66

<<

66

worſhip, implore, and pray to them, that fince

" all our enemies are now fubdued both by land

" and fea, they would continue to preſerve this

66 city, which was defigned by them forthe moſt

" beautifull, the moſt floriſhing, and moft pow-

" erfull on earth, from the deteftable treaſons of

" it's own defperate citizens."

We have noaccount of this day's debate in the

Senate, which met while Cicero was ſpeaking to

the people, and were waiting his coming to them

from the Roftra : but as to Catiline, after ſtaying

a few days on the road to raiſe and arm the coun-

try through which he paffed, and which his agents

had already been difpofing to his interefts, be

marched directly to Manlius's camp, with the Fafces

and all the enfigns of military command displayed be-

fore him. Upon this news the Senate declared

both him and Manliuspublic enemies, with offers of

O 3 pardon
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pardon to all hisfollowers, who were not condemned

ofcapital crimes, if they returned to their duty by a

certain day ; and ordered the Confuls to make new

levies, and that Antonius fhould follow Catiline with

the army; Ciceroftay at home to guard the City [f].

!

Ir will feem ftrange to fome, that Cicero, when

he had certain information of Catiline's treafon,

inſtead of feizing him in the city, not onely fuf-

fered but urged his eſcape, and forced him as it

were to begin the war. But there was good rea-

fon for what he did, as he frequently intimates

in his fpeeches ; he had many enemies amongthe

Nobility, and Catiline many fecret friends ; and

though he was perfectly informed of the whole

progrefs and extent of the plot, yet the proofs

being not ready to be laid before the public, Ca-

tiline's diffimulation ftill prevailed, and perfuaded

great numbers of his innocence ; fo that ifhe had

impriſoned andpuniſhedhim at this time, as hede-

ſerved, the whole faction were prepared to raiſe a

general clamor againſt him, by repreſenting his

adminiftration as a Tyranny, and the plot as a for-

gery contrivedtofupport it: whereas bydriving Ca-

tiline into rebellion, he made all men fee the rea-

lity of their danger ; while from an exact account

of his troops, he knew them to be fo unequal to

thoſe of the Republic, that there was no doubt of

his being deftroyed, ifhe could be puſhed tothe

neceffity ofdeclaring himſelf before his other pro-

jects were ripe for execution. He knew alfo, that

if Catiline was once driven out of the city, and

feparated from his accomplices, who were a lazy,

drunken, thoughtless crew, they would ruin them-

felves bytheir own rafhneſs, and be eaſily drawn

into any trap which he ſhould lay for them : the

[f] Salluft. 36.

event
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event ſhewed that he judged right ; and bywhat

happened afterwards both to Catiline and to him-

felf, it appeared, that, as far as human caution

could reach, he acted with the utmoft prudence

in regard as well to his own, as to the public

fafety.

IN the midft of all this hurry, and foon after

Catiline's flight, Cicero found leifure, according to

his cuſtom, to defend L. Murena, one ofthe Con-

fuls elect, who was now brought to a trial for bri-

bery and corruption. Cato had declared in the Se-

nate, that he would try the force of Cicero's late law

upon one of the Confular candidates [g] : and fince

Catiline, whom he chiefly aimed at, was out of

his reach, he refolved to fall upon Murena ; yet

connived at the fame time at the other Conful,

Silanus, whohad married his fifter, though equally

guilty with his collegue [b] : he was joined inthe

accufation by one of the difappointed candidates,

S. Sulpicius, a perfon of diftinguiſhed worth and

character, and the moſt celebrated Lawyer of the

age, for whoſe ſervice, and at whofe inftance Ci-

cero's law against bribery was chiefly provided [i].

MURENA was bred a foldier, and had acquired

great fame in the Mithridatic war, as Lieutenant

to Lucullus [k] ; and was now defended by three,

the greateſt men, as well as the greateſt Orators

of Rome, Craffus, Hortenfius, and Cicero : fo

that there had feldom been a trial of more expec-

[g] Dixi in Senatu, me

nomen Confularis candidati

delaturum . Pro Muren . 30 .

Quod atrociter in Senatu dix-

ifti, aut non dixiffes, aut fe-

pofuiffes. Ib. 31. Plutar.

Cato.

[6] Plutarch. in Cato.

[ ] Legem ambitus flagi-

tafli-geftus eft mos & volun-

tati & dignitati tuæ. ProMu-

ren. 23.

[k] Legatus L. Lucullo fu-

it : qua in legatione duxit ex-

ercitum-magnas copias hof-

tium fudit, urbes partim vi,

partim obfidione cepit . Pro

Muren. 9.

0 4 tation
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tation, on account ofthe dignity of all the parties

concerned. The character of the accufers makes

it reaſonable to believe, that there was clear proof

offome illegal practices ; yet from Cicero's fpeech,

which, though imperfect, is the onely remaining

monument of the tranfaction, it ſeems probable,

that they were fuch onely, as though strictly

fpeaking irregular, were yet warranted by cuſtom

and the example of all Candidates ; and though

heinous in the eyes of a Cato, or an angry com-

petitor, were ufually overlooked by the magiſtrates

and expected by the people.

THE accufation confifted of three heads ; the

Scandal ofMurena's life ; the want of dignity in his

character and family ; and bribery in the late elec-

tion. As to the first, the greateſt crime which

Cato charged him with was dancing ; to which Ci-

cero's defenfe is fomewhat remarkable: " He ad-

" moniſhes Cato not to throwout fuch a calumny

" foinconfiderately , or to call the Conful ofRome

a dancer ; but to confider how many other

" crimes a man muft needs be guilty of before

" that ofdancing could be truly objected to him ;

"fince nobody ever danced, even in folitude, or

" a private meeting of friends, who was not ei-

" therdrunk or mad; for dancing was always the

laft act of riotous banquets, gay places, and

" muchjollity: that Cato charged him therefore

" with what was the effect of many vices, yet

" with none of thofe, without which that vice

" could not poffibly fubfift ; with no fcandalous

" feafts, no amours, no nightly revels, no lewd-

" neſs, no extravagant expenfe, &c. [ l ].”

As to the fecond article, the want ofdignity, it

was urged chiefly by Sulpicius, who being noble

[ ] Ibid . 6.

and
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anda Patrician, was the more mortified to be de-

feated by a Plebeian, whofe extraction he con-

temned: but " Cicero ridicules the vanity of

" thinking no family good, but a Patrician ;

" fhews that Murena's grand-father and great

" grand-father had been Prætors ; and that his

" father alfo from the fame dignity had obtained

" the honor ofa Triumph: that Sulpicius's no-

" bility was better known to the antiquaries than

" tothe people ; fince his grand-father had never

" bornany ofthe principal offices, nor his father

ever mounted higher than the Equeftrian rank:

66

" that beingtherefore the fon ofaRomanKnight,

❝he had always reckoned him in the fame claſs

" with himſelf, of thoſe who by their own in-

66

duſtry had opened their way to the higheſt ho-

" nors; that the Curius's, the Cato's, the Pom-

66

peius's, theMarius's, the Didius's, the Cælius's

" were all of the fame fort : that when he had

" brokenthrough that barricade ofNobility, and

" laid the Confulfhip open to thevirtuous, as well

" as to the noble ; and when a Conful, of an an-

" cient and illuftrious defcent, was defended bya

" Conful, the ſon of a Knight ; he never ima-

" gined, that the accufers would venture to ſay a

" word about the novelty of a family: that he

" himſelfhad two Patrician competitors, the one

66
a profligate and audacious, the other an excel-

" lent and modeſt man ; yet that he outdid Cati-

" linein dignity, Galba in intereft ; and ifthat had

" been a crime in a new man, he ſhould not have

" wanted enemies to object it to him [m]." He

then fhews, " that the fcience of arms, in which

" Murena excelled, had much more dignity and

" fplendor in it than the ſcience ofthe law, being

[m] Pro Muren. 7, 8.

" that
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66

" that which firſt gave a name to the Roman

people, brought glory to their city, and ſub-

" dued the world to their empire : that martial

" virtue had ever been the means of conciliating

" the favor ofthe people, and recommending to

" the honors of the ftate ; and it was but reafon-

" able that it ſhould hold the first place in that

city, which was raiſed by it to be the head of

" all other cities in the world [n] ."

6.

As to the laſt and heaviest part of the charge,

the crime of bribery, there was little or nothing

made out againſt him, but what was too common

tobe thought criminal ; the bribery offhews, plays,

and dinners given to the populace ; yet not fo much

by himself, as by his friends and relations, who

were zealous to ferve him ; fo that Cicero makes

very flight of it, and declares himfelf " more

" afraid of the authority, than the accuſation of

" Cato ;" and to obviate the influence which the

reputation of Cato's integrity might have in the

cauſe, he obſerves, " that the people in general,

" andall wifejudges had ever been jealous of the

" power and intereft of an accufer ; left the cri-

" minal ſhould be born down, not by the weight

" ofhis crimes, but the fuperior force of his ad-

" verfary. Let the authority of the great pre-

" vail, fays he, for the fafety of the innocent,

" the protection of the helpless, the relief ofthe

" miferable ; but let it's influence be repelled

" from the dangers and deftruction of citizens :

" for ifanyone ſhould ſay, that Cato would not

" have taken the pains to accufe, if he had not

" been affured of the crime, he eſtabliſhes a very

" unjuft law to men in diftrefs, by making the

" judgement of an accufer to be confidered as a

[n] Ibid. 9, 10, 11 ,

66

prejudice
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66

66

prejudice or previous condemnation of the cri-

" minal [o]. He exhorts Cato not to be ſo ſe-

" vere, on what ancient cuſtom and the Republic

❝ itſelf had found uſeful ; nor to deprive the peo-

ple of their plays, gladiators, and feaſts, which

" theiranceſtors had approved; nor to take from

" candidates an opportunity ofobliging by a me-

" thod ofexpenſe which indicated their genero-

fity, rather than an intention to corrupt [p]."
66

BUT whatever Murena's crime might be, the

circumſtance which chiefly favored him was, the

difficulty ofthe times, and a rebellion actually on

foot ; which made it neither fafe nor prudent to

deprive the city of a Conful, who by a military edu-

cation was the best qualified to defend it in fo dange-

rous a crifis. This pointCicero dwells much upon,

declaring, " that he undertook this caufe, not fo

" much for the fake of Murena, as of the peace,

" the liberty, the lives and fafety of them all.

Hear, hear, fays he, your Conful, who, not

" to ſpeak arrogantly, thinks ofnothingdayand

night but of the Republic : Catiline does not

<<

66

66

defpife us fo far, as to hopeto fubdue this city

" withthe force which he has carried out with

" him: the contagion is ſpread wider than you

(6
imagine ; the Trojan horfe is within our walls ;

" which, while I am Conful, fhall never oppreſs

" you in your fleep. If it be aſked then, what

" reafon I have to fear Catiline? none at all ; and

" I have taken care that no body elfe need fear

" him: yet I fay, thatwe have cauſe to fear thoſe

troops of his, which I fee in this very place.

" Noris hisarmyfo muchto be dreaded, as thofe

" who are faid to have deferted it : for in truth

" they have not deferted, but are left by him

[ ] Ibid. 28. [p] Ibid. 36.

" onely
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86
onely as fpies upon us, and placed as it were in

" ambuſh, to deſtroy us the more ſecurely : all

" thefe want to fee a worthy Conful, an experi-

" enced General, a man both by nature and for-

" tunes attached to the interefts of the Republic,

" driven by your fentence from the guard and

" cuftodyofthe city [2]." Afterurging this topic

with great warmth and force, he adds, " We are

"now come to the crifis and extremity of our

" danger ; there is no refource or recovery for

66

66

66

us, if we now mifcarry; it is no time to throw

" away any ofthe helps which we have, but by

" all means poffible to acquire more. Theenemy

" is not on the banks of the Anio, which was

" thought fo terrible in the Punic war, butin the

City and the Forum . Good Gods ! (I cannot

fpeak it without a figh,) there are fome enemies

" in the very fanctuary ; fome, I fay, even in the

" Senate ! The Gods grant, that my collegue

may quell this rebellion by our arms ; whilft I,

" in the gown, by the affiſtance of all the honeft,

" will difpell the other dangers with which the

city is now big. But what will become ofus,

" ifthey ſhould flip through our hands into the

" new year ; and find but one Conful in the Re-

66

66

66

public, and him employed not in profecuting

" the war, but in providing a collegue ? Then

" this plague of Catiline will break out in all it's

66
fury, fpreading terror, confufion, fire, and

" fword through the city, &c. [r]." This con-

fideration, fo forcibly urged, of the neceffity ofba-

ving two Confuls for the guard of the city at the

opening ofthe new year, had fuch weight with the

judges, that without any deliberation they unani-

mouflyacquitted Murena, and would not, as Cicero

[9] Ibid. 37. [r] Ibid. 39.

Lays,
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fays, fo much as bear the accufation of men, the most

eminent and illuftrious [s].

CICERO had a ſtrict intimacy all this while with

Sulpicius, whom he hadferved with all his intereft

in this very conteft for the Confulship [t] . He had

a great friendſhip alfo with Cato, and the higheſt

efteem ofhis integrity ; yet he not onely defended

this cauſe againſt them both, but to take off the

prejudice of their authority, labored even to make

them ridiculous ; rallying the profeffion of Sulpi-

cius as trifling and contemptible, the principles of

Cato as abfurdand impracticable, withfo much hu-

mor and wit, that he made the whole audience

very merry, and forced Cato to cry out, What a

facetious Conful have we [u] ! But what is more ob-

fervable, the oppofition of thefe great men in an

affair fo interefting gave no fort of interruption to

their friendſhip, which continued as firm as ever

to the end of their lives : and Cicero, who lived

the longeſt of them, fhewed the real value that

he had for them both after their deaths, by pro-

curing public honors for the one, and writing the life

and praifes of the other. Murena too, though ex-

pofed to fo much danger by the profecution, yet

feems to have retained no refentment ofit ; but

during hisConfulfhip paid a great deference to the

counfils of Cato, and employed all his power to

fupport him againſt the violence of Metellus, his

Collegue in the Tribunate. This was a greatneſs of

mind truly noble, and fuitable to the dignity of

the perfons ; not to be fhocked by the particular

[]DefendiConful L. Mu-

renam-nemo illorum judi-

cum, clariffimis viris accufan-

tibus, audiendum fibi de am-

bitu curavit, cum bellumjam

gerente Catilina, omnes, me

auctore, duos Confules Ka-

lendis Jan. fcirent effe opor-

tere. Ibid.

[t] Ibid. 3.

[ ] Plut. in Cato .

contra-
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contradiction of their friends, when their general

views on both fides were laudable and virtuous :

yet this must not be wholly charged to the virtue

ofthe men, but to the difcipline of the Republic

itſelf, which by a wife policy impofed it as a duty

on it's fubjectsto defendtheirfellow citizens in their

dangers, without regard to anyfriendships or engage-

ments whatfoever [x]. The examples of this kind

will be more or lefs frequent in ftates, in propor-

tion as the public good happens to be the ruling

principle ; for that is a bond of union too firm

to be broken by any little differences about the

meaſuresofpurſuing it : butwhere private ambi-

tion and party zeal have the afcendant, there

everyoppofition muftneceffarilycreate animofity,

as it obftructs the acquifition of that good, which

is confidered as the chief end oflife, private be-

nefit and advantage.

BEFORE the trial of Murena, Cicero had plead-

ed another caufe of the fame kind in the defenfe

of C. Pifo, who had been Conful four years be-

fore, and acquired the character of a brave and

vigorous magiftrate : but we have no remains of

the ſpeech, nor any thing more faid of it by Ci-

cero, than that Pifo was acquitted on the account of

his laudable behaviour in his Confulship [y]. We

learn however from Salluft, that he was accufed of

oppreffion and extortion in his government ; and that

the profecution waspromoted chiefly by J. Cafar, out

of revengefor Pifo's having arbitrarily punished one

of his friends or clients in Cifalpine Gaul [z ].

BUT to return to the affair of the confpiracy.

Lentulus, and the reft, who were left in the city,

[x] Hane nobis a majori-

bus effe traditam difciplinam,

ut nullius amicitia ad propul-

fanda pericula impediremur.

Pro Sylla, 17.

[y] Pro Flacco, 39.

[*] Salluft. 49.

were
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were preparing all things for the execution oftheir

granddefign, and folliciting men of all ranks, who

feemed likely to favor their cauſe, or to be ofany

ufeto it : among the reft, they agreed to make an

attempt onthe Ambassadors ofthe Allobroges ; a war-

like, mutinous, faithlefs people, inhabiting the

countries now called Savoy and Dauphiny, greatly

difaffected to the Roman power, and already ripe

for rebellion. Theſe embaffadors, who were pre-

paring to return home, much out of humor with

the Senate, and without any redreſs of the grie-

vances, which they were fent to complain of, re-

ceived the propofal at firft very greedily, and pro-

miſed to engage their nation to affift the confpi-

rators with what they principally wanted [a], a

good body of borſe, whenever they should begin the

war; but reflecting afterwards, in their cooler

thoughts, on the difficulty of the enterprize, and

thedangerofinvolving themſelves and their coun-

try in fo defperate a caufe, they refolved to difco-

ver what they knew to Q. Fabius Sanga, the pa-

tron of their city, who immediately gave intel-

ligence of it to the Conful [b].

CICERO's inftructions upon it were, that the

embaffadors ſhould continue to feign the fame zeal

which they had hitherto fhewn, andpromiſe every

thing that was required ofthem, till they had got

a full infight into the extent of the plot, with di-

ftinctproofs against the particular actors in it [c] :

upon which, at their next conference with the

[a] Ut equitatum in Ita-

liam quamprimum mitterent.

In Catil. 3. 4.

[6] Allobroges diu incer-

tum habuere, quidnam con-

filii caperent-Itaque Q. Fa-

bioSangæ remomnem,ut cog

noverunt, aperiunt . Sall . 41 .

› [ ] Cicero-legatis præci-

pit, ut ftudium conjurationis

vehementer fimulent, cæteros

adeant, bene polliceantur,

dentque operam, ut eos quam

maxime manifeftos habeant.'

Ibid .

3

confpi-
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confpirators, they infifted on having fome creden-

tials fromthem to fhew to their people at home,

without which they would never be induced to

enter into an engagement fo hazardous. This was

thought reaſonable, and preſently complied with ;

and Vulturcius was appointed to go alongwiththe

embaſſadors, and introduce them to Catiline on

their road, in order to confirm the agreement, and

exchange affurances alfo withhim ; to whom Len-

tulusfent at the fame time a particular letter under

bis own band and feal, though without his name.

Cicerobeingpunctually informed ofall theſe facts,

concerted privatelywiththe embaſſadorsthe time

and manner of their leaving Rome in the night,

and that on the Milvian bridge, about a mile from

the city, theyfhould be arrested with their papers and

letters about them, by two ofthe Prætors, L. Flaccus

and C. Pontinius, whom he had inftructed for that

purpose, and ordered to lie in ambush near the place,

withastrongguard offriends andfoldiers: all which

was fuccefsfully executed, and the whole company

brought prifoners to Cicero's houfe by break of

day [d].

THE rumor of this accident prefently drew a

refort ofCicero's principal friends about him, who

adviſed him to open the letters before he produced

them in the Senate, left if nothing of moment were

found in them, it might be thought rash and impru

dent to raise an unneceſſary terror and alarm through

the city. But he was too well informed of the

contents, to fear any cenfure of that kind ; and

declared, that in a cafe ofpublic danger he thought

it his duty to lay the matter intire before the public

[d] L. Flaccum &C. Pon-

tinium Prætores-ad me vo-

cavi, rem expofui ; quid fieri

placeret oftendi-occulte ad

3

pontemMilvium pervenerunt

ipfi comprehenfi ad me,

cum jam dilucefceret, dedu-

cuntur. In Catil. 3. 2 .

council.
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council [e]. He fummoned the Senate therefore

to meet immediately, and fent at the fame time

for Gabinius, Statilius , Cethegus, and Lentulus,

who all came prefently to his houſe, fufpecting

nothing of the difcovery ; and being informed

alfo of a quantity of arms provided by Cethegus for

the ufe of the confpiracy, he ordered C. Sulpi-

cius, another of the Prætors, to go and fearch his

boufe, where he found a great number of fwords

and daggers, with other arms, all newly cleaned,

and readyfor prefentfervice [f].

WITH this preparation he fet out to meet the

Senate inthe Temple of Concord, with a numerous

guard of Citizens, carrying the embaffadors and

the confpirators with him in cuftody : and after.

he hadgiven the affembly an account of the whole

affair, Vulturcius was called in to be examined

feparately ; to whom Cicero, by order of the houfe,

offered a pardon and reward, if he wouldfaithful-

ly difcover all that he knew : upon which, after

fome heſitation, he confeffed, that he had letters

and inftructions from Lentulus to Catiline, to press

him to accept the affistance of theflaves, and to lead

his army with all expedition towards Rome, to the

intent, that when it should be fet on fire in different

places, andthe general massacre begun, he might be

at hand to intercept those who escaped, andjoin with

bis friends in the City [g] .

ciliam rem integram defer-

rem.
Ib. 3. 3.

-

[e] Cum fummis & clarif-

fimis hujus civitatis viris,

qui, audita re, frequentes ad

me convenerant, literas a me

prius aperiri, quam ad Sena-

tum referrem, placeret, ne fi

nihil effet inventum , temere

a me tantus tumultus injectus

civitati videretur, me negavi

effe facturum , ut de periculo

publico non ad publicum con- [g] In Cat. 3. 4.

[f] Admonitu Allobro-

gam C. Sulpicium - mini,

qui ex ædibus Cethegi, f

quid telorum effet, efferret ;

ex quibus ille maximum fica-

rum numerum & gladiorum

extulit. Ibid . it . Platarch.

in Cic.

✔

VOL. I. P THE
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THE embaffadors were examined next, who

declared, that they had received letters to their na-

tion from Lentulus, Cethegus, and Statilius ; that

thefe three, and L. Caffius alfo required them tofend

a body of horse as foon as poffible into Italy, declar-

ing, that they had no occafion for anyfoot: that

Lentulus bad affured them from the Sibylline books,

and the anfwers of Southfayers, that he was the

third Cornelius, who was deftined to be mafter of

Rome, as Cinna and Sylla had been before him ;

and that this was the fatal year markedfor the de-

ftruction of the City and Empire : that there was

Some difpute between Cethegus and the reſt about the

time of firing the City ; for while the rest were for

fixing it on the feast of Saturn, or the middle of

December, Cethegus thought that day too remote

and dilatory. The letters were then produced

and opened ; firft that from Cethegus ; and upon

fhewing him the feal, he allowed it to be his; it

was written with his own band, and addreffed to

the Senate and People of the Allobroges, fignifying,

that he would make good what he had promifed to

their embajadors, and entreating them alfo to per-

form what the embajadors had undertaken for them.

He had been interrogated juft before, about the

arms that were found at his houfe ; to which he

anfwered, that they were provided onely for his cu-

riofity, for he had always been particularly fond of

neat arms: but after his letter was read, he was

fo dejected and confounded, that he had no-

thing at all to ſay for himſelf. -Statilius

was then brought in, and acknowledged his hand

and feal ; and when his letter was read, to the

fame purpoſe with Cethegus's, he confeffed it to

be his own. Then Lentulus's letter was pro-

duced, and his feal likewife owned by him ; which

Cicero perceiving to be the head of his grand-

father,



of M. TULLIUS CICERO.
211

father, could not help expoftulating with him,

that the very image ofſuch an ancestor, ſo remark-

able for afingular love of his country, had not re-

clamed him from his traiterous defigns. His letter

was of the fame import with the other two ;

but having leave to ſpeak for himſelf, be atfirſt

denied the whole charge, and began to question the

embaſſadors and Vulturcius, what business they ever

bad with him, and on what occafion they came to

bis boufe; to which they gave clear and diſtinct an-

fwers; fignifying by whom, and how often they had

been introduced to him ; and then asked him in their

turn, whether he had never mentioned any thing to

them about the Sibylline Oracles ; upon which being

confounded, or infatuated rather by the fenfe of his

guilt, he gave a remarkable proof, as Cicero fays,

of the great force of confcience; for not onely kis

ufual parts and eloquence, but his impudence too, in

which be outdid all men, quite failed him ; fo that

be confeffed his crime, to the furprize of the whole

affembly. Then Vulturcius defired, that the let-

ter to Catiline, which Lentulus had ſent by him,

might be opened ; where Lentulus again, though

greatly difordered, acknowledged his hand andfeal :

it was written without any name, but to this

effect : " You will know who I am, from him whom

" Ihave fent to you. Take care to fhew yourself

a man ; and recollect in what a fituation you

" are ; and confider what is now neceffaryforyou.

" Be fure to make ufe of the affiftance of all, even

" of the lowest."
-Gabinius was then intro-

duced, and behaved impudently for a while ;

but at last denied nothing of what the embajadors

charged him with.

66

AFTER the criminals and witneffes were with-

drawn, the Senate went into a debate upon the

ftate of the Republic, and came unanimouſly to

P 2 the
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the following refolutions : That public thanks

fhould be decreed to Cicero in the ampleft manner ;

by whofe virtue, counfil, providence, the Republic

was deliveredfrom the greatest dangers : that Flac-

cus and Pontinius, the Prætors, fhould be thanked

likewife for their vigorous and punctual execution of

Cicero's orders: that Antonius, the other Conful,

fhould be praised, for having removedfrom his coun-

cils all thofe who were concerned in the confpiracy:

That Lentulus, after having abdicated the Prætor-

fhip, and divested himself of his robes, and Cethe-

gus, Statilius, and Gabinius, with their other ac-

complices alfo when taken, Caffius, Caparius, Furius,

Chilo, Umbrenus, fhould be committed to fafe cuftody ;

and that apublic thanksgiving ſhould be appointed in

Cicero's name, for his having preferved the Cityfrom

a conflagration, the Citizens from a maffecre, and

Italy from a war [b] .

THE Senate being difmiffed, Cicero went di-

rectly into the Roftra, and gave the people an

account of the whole proceding, in the manner

as it is juft related : where he obferved to them,

" that the thankſgiving decreed in his name.

" was the firft which had ever been decreed to

66
any man in the gown : that all other thankf

" givings had been appointed for fome particular

" fervices to the Republic, this alone for faving

" it [i]: that by the feizure of theſe accom-

<c
plices, all Catiline's hopes were blafted at

" once ; for when he was driving Catiline out of

" the City, he forefaw, that if he was once re-

" moved, there would be nothing to apprehend

[ ] In Cat. 3. 5, 6.

[ ] Quod mihi primum

poft hanc urbem conditam

togato contigit quæ fup

plicatio, fi cum cæteris con-

feratur, Quirites, hoc intereft,

quod cæteræ bene gefla, hæc

una confervata Republica

conftituta eft. Ibid . 6.

" from
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" from the drowfinefs of Lentulus, the fat of

" Caffius, or the rafhneſs of Cethegus : - that
86

66

66

66

66

Catiline was the life and foul of the confpi-

racy ; who never took a thing to be done,

becauſe he had ordered it ; but always follow-

ed, follicited, and faw it done himself: that

" if he had not driven him from his fecret plots

into open rebellion, he could never have de-

" livered the Republic from it's dangers, or

never at leaſt with ſo much eafe and quiet :

" that Catiline would not have named the fatal

day for their deftruction fo long beforehand ;

66 nor ever fuffered his hand and feal to be

brought againſt him, as the manifeft proof of

" his guilt ; all which was fo managed in his

" abfence, that no theft in any private houſe

was ever more clearly detected than this whole

66

66

66

66

confpiracy that all this was the pure effect

" of a divine influence ; not onely for it's being

" above the reach of human counfil, but be-

" cauſe the Gods had fo remarkably interpofed

" in it, as to fhew themſelves almoft vifibly :

" for not to mention the nightly ftreams oflight

" from the weſtern ſky, the blazing of the hea-
66

vens, flaſhes of lightning, earthquakes, &c.

" he could not omit what happened two years

" before, when the turrets of the Capitol were

" ftruck down with lightning ; how the fouth-

(6
fayers, called together from all Etruria, de-

" clared, that fire, flaughter, the overthrow of

" their laws, civil war, and the ruin of the City

" were portended, unleſs fome means were found

out of appeafing the Gods : for which pur-

pofe they ordered a new and larger ftatue of

Jupiter to be made, and to be placed in a po-

"fition contrary to that of the former image,

" with it's face turned towards the eaft ; inti-

" mating,

66

66

P 3
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" them :

66

46

―

" mating, that if it looked towards the rifing

" Sun, the Forum, and the Senate-houſe, then

" all plots againſt the State would be detected

" fo evidently, that all the world ſhould fee

that upon this anfwer, the Con-

" fuls of that year gave immediate orders for

" making and placing the ftatue ; but from the

" flow progrefs of the work, neither they, nor

" their fucceffors, nor he himſelf, could get it

" finiſhed till that very day ; on which, by the

" fpecial influence of Jupiter, while the confpi-

rators and witneffes were carried through the

" Forum to the Temple of Concord, in that

very momentthe ftatue was fixed in it's place;

" and being turned to look upon them and the

" Senate, both they and the Senate faw the

" whole confpiracy detected . And can any man,

" fays he, be fuch an enemy to truth, ſo raſh,

" fo mad, as to deny, that all things which we

" fee, and above all, that this City is governed

" bythe power and providence of the Gods [k]?"

He procedes to obferve, " that the confpirators

" muft needs be under a divine and judicial in-

" fatuation, and could never have truſted affairs

" and letters of fuch moment to men barbarous

" and unknown to them, if the Gods had not

" confounded their fenfes : and that the embaf-

" fadors of a nation fo difaffected, and fo able

" and willing to make war upon them, fhould

" flight the hopes of dominion, and the advan-

tageous offers of men of Patrician rank, muſt

" needs be the effect of a divine interpofition ;

efpecially when they might have gained their

" ends, not by fighting, but by holding their

" tongues." He exhorts them therefore, " to

" celebrate thatthankſgiving-day religiouſly with

[*] Ibid. 8. 9.

" their
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" their wives and children [7 ] . That for all

" his pains and fervices he defired no other re-

" ward or honor, but the perpetual remem-

" brance of that day : in this he placed all his

" triumphs and his glory, to have the memory

" of that day eternally propagated to the fafety

" of the City, and the honor of his Conful-

fhip; to have it remembered, that there were

" two Citizens living at the fame time in the Re-

66

66

public, the one of whom was terminating the

" extent of the empire by the bounds of the

" horizon itſelf ; the other preferving the feat

" and center of that empire [m] . That his

" cafe however was different from that of their

" Generals abroad, who, as foon as they had

(c

conquered their enemies, left them ; whereas

" it was his lot to live ftill among thofe whom

" he had fubdued : that it ought to be their

" care therefore to fee, that the malice of thoſe

enemies fhould not hurt him ; and that what

" he had been doing for their good ſhould not

" redound to his detriment ; though as to him-

" felf, he had no caufe to fear any thing, fince

" he fhould be protected by the guard of all

" honeft men, by the dignity of the Republic

" itſelf, by the power of confcience ; which all

" thofe muft needs violate, who fhould attempt

" to injure him : that he would never yield.

" therefore to the audacioufnefs of any, but e-

" ven provoke and attack all the wicked and the

" profligate : yet if all their rage at laft, when

repelled from the people, fhould turn fingly

upon him, they fhould confider what a dif-

" couragement it would be hereafter to thofe,

" who fhould expofe themſelves to danger for

66

cc

[1] Ibid. 10.

P4

[m] Ibid. 11 .

" their
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66

" their fafety . That for his part, he would ever

fupport and defend in his private condition

what he had acted in his Confulfhip, and fhew,

" that what he had done was not the effect of

chance, but of virtue : that if any envyſhould

" be ſtirred up againſt him, it might hurt the

" envious, but advance his glory.-Laftly, fince

" it was now night, he bad them all go home,

" and pray to Jupiter the guardian of them and

" the City ; and though the danger was now

over, to keep the fame watch in their houfes

as before, for fear of any furprize ; and he

" would take care, that they fhould have no

" occafion to do it any longer."

6c

66

WHILE the prifoners were before the Senate,

Cicero defired fome of the Senators, who could

write short-hand, to take notes of every thing that

was faid ; and when the whole examination was

finiſhed and reduced into an act, he fet all the

clerks at work to tranfcribe copies of it, which

difperfed prefently through Italy and all the

Provinces, to prevent any invidious mifrepre-

fentation of what wasfo clearly attested and con-

felfed bythe criminals themselves [n ], who for the

prefent were committed to the free cuftody of the

Magifrates and Senators of their acquaintance [o],

till the Senate fhould come to a final refolution

about them. All this paffed on the third of De-

cember, a day ofno fmall fatigue to Cicero, who,

[ ] Conflitui Senatores,

qui omnium indicum dicta,

interrogata, refponfa perfcri-

berent defcribi ab omnibus

ftatim librariis, dividi paffim

& pervulgari atque edi po-

pulo Romano imperavi

divifi toti Italia, emifi in

omnes provincias, Pro by!! .

14. 15 :

[2] Ut abdicato magiflra-

tu, Lentulus, itemque cæteri

in liberis cuflodiis habeantur.

Itaque Lentulus, P. Lentulo

Spintheri, qui tum Ædilis

erat ; Cethegus Cornificio,

&c. Salluft. 47.

from
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;

from break of day till the evening, feems to have

been engaged, without any refreſhment, in exa-

mining the witneffes and the criminals, and pro-

curing the decree which was confequent upon it ;

and when that was over, in giving a narrative of

the whole tranfaction to the people, who were

waiting for that purpoſe in the Forum. The

fame night his wife Terentia, with the Vestal Vir-

gins and the principal matrons of Rome, was per-

forming at home, according to annual cuftom,

the myftic rites of the Goddefs Bona, or the Good,

to which no male creature was ever admitted

and till that function was over, he was excluded

alfo from his own houſe, and forced to retire to a

neighbour's ; where with a felect council offriends

he began to deliberate upon the method of pu-

niſhing the traitors ; when his wife came in all

haft to inform him of a prodigy, which had juſt

happened amongst them ; for the facrifice being

over, and the fire of the altar feemingly extinct, a

bright flame iffued fuddenlyfrom the afbes, to the afto-

nishment of the company ; upon which the Vestal

Virgins fent her away, to require him to pursue what

he had then in his thoughts for the good of his coun-

try, fince the Goddess by this fign had given great

light to his fafety and glory [p].

It is not improbable, that this pretended pro-

digy was projected between Cicero and Terentia;

whofe filter likewife being one of the Vestal

Virgins, and having the direction of the whole

ceremony, might help to effect without fufpi-

cion what had been privately concerted amongſt

them. For it was of great ufe to Cicero, to

poffefs the minds of the people, as ftrongly as

he could, with an apprehenfion of their danger,

[P] Plutarch, in Cic.

for
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for the fake of difpofing them the more eaſily

to approve the refolution, that he had already

taken in his own mind, of putting the confpi-

rators to death.

THE day following, the Senate ordered public

rewards to the Embaſſadors and Vulturcius for their

faithful difcoveries [9] ; and bythe vigor of their

procedings feemed to fhew an intention of treat-

ing their prifoners with the laſt ſeverity. The

City in the mean while was alarmed with the ru-

mor offresh plots, formed by theflaves and depen-

dents of Lentulus and Cethegus for the rescue of

their mafters [r]; which obliged Cicero to rein-

force his guards ; and for the prevention of all

fuch attempts, to put an end to the whole af-

fair, by bringing the queftion of their puniſh-

ment, without farther delay, before the Senate ;

which he fummoned for that purpoſe the next

morning.

THE debate was of great delicacy and impor-

tance ; to decide upon the lives of citizens of

the first rank. Capital punishments were rare

and ever odious in Rome, whofe laws were of

all others the leaft fanguinary ; baniſhment, with

confifcation of goods, being the ordinary puniſh-

ment for the greateſt crimes. The Senate indeed,

as it has been faid above, in cafes of fudden and

dangerons tumults, claimed the prerogative of

puniſhing the leaders with death by the authority

of their own decrees : but this was looked upon

[9] Præmia legatis Allo-

brogum, Titoque Vulturcio

dediftis ampliffima. In Ca-

til. 4. 3.

[ ] Liberti & pauci ex

clientibus Lentuli opifices at-

que fervitia in vicis ad eum

eripiendum follicitabant .

Cethegus autem per nuncios

familiam, atque libertos fu-

os, lectos & exercitatos in

audaciam orabat, ut, grege

facto, cum telis ad fefe ir-

rumperent. Salluft. 50 .

as
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as a ſtretch of power, and an infringement of

the rights of the people, which nothing could

excufe, but the neceffity of times, and the extre-

mity of danger. For there was an old law of

Porcius Læca, a Tribun, whichgranted to all cri-

minals capitally condemned an appeal to the people ;

and a later one of C. Gracchus, to prohibit the

taking away the life of anyCitizen without aformal

bearing before the people [s] : fo that fome Sena-

tors, who had concurred in all the previous de-

bates, withdrew themfelves from this, to fhew

their diflike of what they expected to be the if-

fue of it, and to have no band in putting Roman

Citizens to death by a vote of the Senate [t]. Here

then was ground enough for Cicero's enemies to

act upon, if extreme methods were purſued : he

himſelf was aware of it, and faw, that the pub-

lic intereft called for the fevereſt puniſhment,

• his private intereft the gentleft ; yet he came re-

folved to facrifice all regards for his own quiet

to the confideration of the public fafety.

As foon therefore as he had moved the quefti-

on, what was to be done with the confpirators?

Silanus, the Conful elect, being called upon to

fpeak the first, adviſed, that those who were then

in cuftody, with the rest who should afterwards be

taken, fhould all be put to death [ u]. To this all

who ſpoke after him readily affented, till it came

to J. Cæfar, then Prætor elect, who in an elegant

C.

[ ] Porcia lex virgas ab

omnium civium Romanorum

corpore amovit-libertatem

civium lictori eripuit

Gracchus legem tulit, ne de

capite civium Romanorum

injuffu veftro judicaretur. Pro

Rabirio, 4.

[ ] Video de iftis , qui fe

populares haberi volunt,

abeffe non neminem, ne de

capite videlicet Romani civis

fententiam ferat. In Catil.

4.5

[u] Salluft. 50.

and
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1

and elaborate fpeech, " treated that opinion,

not as cruel ; fince death, he ſaid, was not a

puniſhment, but relief to the miferable, and

" left no fenfe either of good or ill beyond it ;

" but as new and illegal, and contrary to the

" conftitution of the Republic : and though the

" heinoufnefs of the crime would juſtify any fe-

" verity, yet the example was dangerous in a

" free ftate ; and the falutary uſe of arbitrary

66
power in good hands, had been the cauſe of

" fatal mischiefs when it fell into bad ; of which

" he produced feveral inftances, both in other

" cities and their own : and though no danger

" could be apprehended from theſe times, or

" fuch a Conful as Cicero ; yet in other times,

" and under another Conful, when the fword

was once drawn by a decree of the Senate,

" no man could promife what mifchief it might

" not do before it was fheathed again : his opi-

" nion therefore was, that the eftates of the

" confpirators fhould be confifcated, and their

66

'

perfons clofely confined in the ftrong Towns

" of Italy; and that it fhould be criminal for

" any one to move the Senate or the people for

any favor towards them [x]."
66

THESE two contrary opinions being propofed,

the next queſtion was, which of them fhould

take place : Cæfar's had made a great impreffion

on the affembly, andfiaggered even Silanus, who

began to excufe and mitigate the feverity of his

vote [ ] ; and Cicero's friends were going for-

wardly into it, as likely to create the leaſt trouble

to Cicero himself, for whofe future peace and fafe-

[x] Ibid. 51.

[y] Ut Silanum, Confu-

lem defignatum non piguerit

fententiamfuam, quia mutare

erat, interpretationeturpe

lenire . Suet . J. Cæf. 14.

ty

2
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ty they began to be follicitous [z] : when Cice-

ro obferving the inclination of the houſe, and

rifing up to put the queſtion, made his fourth

fpeech, which now remains, on the ſubject of

this tranfaction ; in which he delivered his fen-

timents with all the ſkill both of the Orator and

the Stateſman ; and while he ſeemed to fhew a

perfect neutrality, and to give equal commen-

dation to both the opinions, was artfully labor-

ing all the while to turn the ſcale in favor of

Silanus's, which he confidered as a neceffary ex-

ample of ſeverity in the prefent circumſtances

of the Republic.

HE declared, " Thatthough it was a pleaſure

66 to him to obſerve the concern and follicitude

" which the Senate had expreffed on his account,

66 yet he begged of them to lay it all afide, and,

" without any regard to him, to think onely of

" themſelves and their families : that he was

willing to fuffer any perfecution, if by his la-

" bors he could fecure their dignity and fafety :

" that his life had been oft attempted in the

" Forum, the field of Mars, the Senate, his

" own houſe, and in his very bed : that for

" their quiet he had digefted many things

" againft his will without fpeaking of them ;

" but if the Gods would grant that iffue to his

66
Confulfhip, of faving them from a maſſacre,

" the City from flames, all Italy from war, let

" what fate foever attend himſelf, he would

" be content with it [a]." He preffes them

therefore to turn their whole care upon the

" State : that it was not a Gracchus, or a Saturni-

" nus, who was now in judgement before them ;

" but Traitors, whofe defign it was to deftroy

66

[ ] Plutarch. in Cic. [a ] In Catil. 4. I.

" the
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66

"the City by fire, the Senate and People by a

" maffacre ; who had follicited the Gauls and

" the very flaves to join with them in their trea-

" fon, of which they had all been convicted by

" letters, hands, feals, and their own confef-

" fions [b]. That the Senate, by ſeveral pre-

" vious acts, had already condemned them ; by

" their public thanks to him ; by depofing Len-

" tulus from his Prætorfhip ; by committing

" them to cuftody ; by decreeing a thankſgiv-

ing; by rewarding the witneffes : but as if

" nothing had yet been done, he refolved to

propoſe to them anew the queſtion both of

" the fact and the puniſhment: that whatever

" they intended to do, it muſt be determined

" before night : for the miſchief was ſpread

" wider than they imagined ; had not onely in-

" fected Italy, but croffed the Alps, and feized

"the Provinces : that it was not to be fuppref-

" fed by delay and irrefolution, but by quick

" and vigorous meaſures [c] that there were

"two opinions now before them ; the firft, of

" Silanus, for putting the criminals to death ;

" the fecond, of Cæfar, who, excepting death,

" was for every other way of puniſhing ; each,

agreably to his dignity, and the importance

" of the caufe, was for treating them with the

" laft ſeverity: the one thought, that thofe,

" who had attempted to deprive them all of life,

" and to extinguish the very name of Rome,

" ought not to enjoy the benefit of living a

" moment ; and he had fhewed withal, that

" this puniſhment had often been inflicted on

" feditious Citizens : the other imagined, that

death was not defigned by the Gods for a pu

[6] Ibid. z. [c] Ibid . 3 .

" niſhment,
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" niſhment, but the cure of our miſeries ; fo

"that the wife never ſuffered it unwillingly, the

"brave often fought it voluntarily ; but that

bonds and impriſonment, efpecially if perpe-

" tual, were contrived for the puniſhment of

" deteftable crimes : theſe therefore he ordered

" to be provided for them in the great Towns

" of Italy: yet in this propofal there ſeemed to

" be fome injuftice, if the Senate was to impoſe

" that burthen upon the Towns, or fome dif-
66

66

ficulty, if they were onely to defire it : yet if

they thought fit to decree it, he would under-

" take to find thofe, who would not refufe to

comply with it for the public good : that

" Cæfar, by adding a penalty on the Towns if

66 any of the criminals fhould efcape, and injoin-

ing fo horrible a confinement without a poffi-

bility of being releaſed from it, had deprived

"them of all hope, the onely comfort of un-

<<
happy mortals : he had ordered their eftates.

" alfo to be confifcated, and left them nothing

" but life ; which if he had taken away, he

" would have eaſed them at once of all farther

" pain, either of mind or body for it was on

" this account that the ancients invented thoſe

" infernal puniſhments ofthe dead ; to keepthe

" wicked under ſome awe in this life, who with-

❝out them would have no dread of death it-

" felf [d]. That for his own part, he ſaw how

" much it was his intereft that they ſhould fol-

"lowCæfar's opinion, who had always purſued

" popular meaſures ; and by being the author of

[d] Itaque ut aliqua in

vita formido improbis effet

pofita, apud inferos ejufmodi

quædam illi antiqui fupplicia

impiis conftituta effe volue-

2

runt, quod videlicet intelli-

gebant, his remotis, non effe

mortem ipfam pertimefcen-

dan . Ib. 4.

" that
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•

" that vote, would fecure him from any attack

" of popular envy; but if they followed Silanus's,

" he did not know what trouble it might create

" to himſelf; yet that the fervice of the Re-

public ought to fuperfede all confiderations of

" his danger: that Cæfar, by this propofal, had

66

given them a perpetual pledge of his affection

" to the State; and fhewed the difference be-

" tween the affected lenity of their dayly decla-

" mers and a mind truly popular, which fought

" nothing but the real good of the people : that

" he could not but obferve, that one of thofe,

" who valued themfelves on being popular, had

" abfented himſelf from this day's debate, that

" he might not give a vote upon the life of a

" Citizen ; yet by concurring with them in all

" their previous votes, he had already paſſed a

judgement on the merits of the caufe : that as

" to the objection urged by Cæfar, of Gracchus's

" law, forbidding to put Citizens to death, it

" fhould be remembered, that thofe, who were

cc

66

adjudged to be enemies, could no longer be

" confidered as Citizens ; and that the author of

" that law had himſelf fuffered death by the

" order of the people : that fince Cæfar, a man

" of fo mild and merciful a temper, had pro-

" pofed fo fevere a puniſhment, if they fhould

paſs it into an act, they would give him a

66

partner and companion,, who would justify

" him to the people ; but if they preferred Si-

" lanus's opinion, it would be eaſy ſtill to defend

"both them and himfelf from any imputation

" of cruelty : for he would maintain it, after all,

" tobe the gentler of the two ; and if he feem-

" ed to be more eager than ufual in this caufe,

" it was not from any feverity of temper, for

" no man had lefs of it, but out of pure hu-
66

manity
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" manity and clemency.". -Then after form-

ing a moſt dreadful image of " the city reduced

" to afhes, of heaps of flaughtered citizens, of

66

66

66

the cries of mothers and their infants, the vio-

" lation of the Veſtal Virgins, and the confpi-

rators infulting over the ruins of their coun-

" try ;" he affirms it to be " the greateſt cruel-

ty to the Republic, to fhew any lenity to the

" authors of fuch horrid wickednefs ; unleſs

they would call L. Cæfar cruel, for declaring

" the other day in the Senate, that Lentulus,

" who was his fifter's huſband, had deferved to

" die: that they ought to be afraid rather of

being thought cruel for a remifsnefs ofpuniſh-

ing, than for any feverity which could be

“ uſed againſt ſuch outragious enemies that he

" would not conceal from them what he had

" heard to be propagated through the city, that

they had not fufficient force to ſupport and

66

66

་་

execute their ſentence [ e ] : but he affured

" them, that all things of that kind were fully

" provided ; that the whole body of the peo-

66 ple was affembled for their defenſe ; that the

" Forum, the Temples, and all the avenues of

" the Senate were poffeffed by their friends ;

" that the Equeſtrian order vied with the Senate

" itſelf in their zeal for the Republic ; whom,

" after a diffenfion of many years, that day's

" cauſe had entirely reconciled and united with

" them ; and if that union, which his Conful-

" fhip had confirmed, was preferved and per-

" petuated, he was confident, that no civil or

" domeftic evil could ever again difturbthem[f].

" That if any of them were fhocked by the re

port of Lentulus's agents running up and .
66

[ ] Ibid. 6.

VOL. I.

Ibid. 7.

" down
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" downthe ſtreets, and folliciting the needy and

"fillyto makefome effort for his refcue ; the fact

" indeed was true, and the thing had been at-

" tempted ; but not a man was found fo defpe-

" rate, who did not prefer the poffeffion of his

" fhed, in which he worked, his little hut and

" bedin which he flept, to any hopes ofchange

" from the public confufion : for all their fub-

" fiftence depended on the peace and fullness of

" the city ; and if their gain would be interrupted

66

66

66

by fhutting up their fhops, how much more

""" would it be fo by burning them ?--Since the

" people thenwere not wanting in their zeal and

duty towards them, it was their part not to be

wanting to the people [g] . That they had a

" Conful fnatched from various dangers and the

jaws of death, not for the propagation of his

" own life, but of their fecurity ; fuch a Conful,

66 as they would not always have, watchfull for

" them, regardleſs of himſelf: they had alfo,

" what was never known before, the whole Ro-

66

man people ofone andthefame mind: that they

" fhould reflect how one night had almoſt demo-

" lifhedthe mighty fabric of their empire, raiſed

byfuch pains and virtue ofmen, by fuch favor

and kindnefs of the Gods : that by their beha-

" viour on that day they were to provide, that

" the fame thing fhould not onely never be at-

66

66

tempted, but not fo much as thought ofagain

by anycitizen [b]. That as to himſelf, though

" he had now drawn upon him the enmityofthe

" whole band of confpirators, he looked upon

" them as a bafe, abject, contemptible faction ;

" but if, through the madneſs of any, it ſhould

everriſe again, ſoas to prevail against the Senate

[g] Ibid. 8. [b] Ibid. 9.

" and

..

"
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" and the Republic, yet he ſhould never be in-

" duced to repent of his prefent conduct ; for

" death, with which perhaps they would threaten

" him, was prepared for all men ; but none ever

acquired thatglory oflife, which they had con-

" ferred upon him by their decrees : for to all

" others they decreed thanks for having ſerved

" the Republic fuccefsfully ; to him alone for

" having faved it. He hoped therefore, that

" there might be fome place for his name among

" the Scipio's, Paullus's, Marius's, Pompey's ;

" unless it were thought a greater thing to open

" their way into new Provinces, than to provide,

" that their conquerors fhould have a home at laft

66 to return to : that the condition however of a

" foreign victory was much better than of a do-

" meſtic one ; fince a foreign enemy, when con-

quered, was either made a flave or a friend : but

" when citizens once turn rebels, and are baffled

" intheir plots, one can neither keep them quiet

by force, nor oblige them by favors : that he

" had undertaken therefore an eternal war with

" all traiterous citizens ; but was confident, that

" it would never hurt either him or his, while

"the memory of their paft dangers fubfifted, or

" that there could be any force ſtrong enough to

66

66

66
overpowerthe prefent union of the Senate and

" the Knights [i]: That in lieu therefore of the

" command of armies and provinces, which he

" had declined ; of aTriumph and all other ho-

" nors, which he had refufed ; he required no-

thing morefrom them, than the perpetual re-

" membrance of his Confulfhip : while that con-

" tinued fixed in their minds, he ſhould think

" himſelfimpregnable: but ifthe violence of the

[i] Ibid. 10 .

Q2 . " factious
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" factious fhould ever defeat his hopes, he recom-

" mended to them his infant fon, and truſted,

" that it would be a fufficient guard, not onely

" of his fafety, but of his dignity, to have it re-

" membered, that he was the fon of one, who,

" atthe hazard of his own life, had preferved the

" lives ofthem all." He concludes, by exhort-

ing them to “ act with the fame courage which

" they had hitherto fhewn through all this affair,

" and to procede to fome refolute and vigorous

" decree ; fince their lives and liberties, the fafety

" of the City, of Italy, and the whole Empire

" depended upon it."

THIS fpeechhad the defired effect ; and Cicero,

bydiſcovering his own inclination, gave a turn to

the inclination of the Senate ; when Cato , one of

the new Tribuns, roſe up, and after extolling Cicero

to thefkies [ k] , and recommending to the aſſembly

the authority of his example and judgement, pro-

ceded to declare, agreably to his temper and prin-

ciples, " That he was furprized to fee any debate

" about the puniſhment of men, who had begun

" an actual war against their country : that their

" deliberation fhould be, how to fecure them-

" felves against them, rather than howto puniſh

them that other crimes might be puniſhed

" aftercommiffion, but unleſs this was prevented

" before it's effect, it would be vain to ſeek a

remedy after : that the debate was not about

" the public revenues, or the oppreffions ofthe

" allies, but about their own lives and liberties ;

" notabout the difcipline or manners ofthe city,

onwhich he had oft delivered his mind in that

[k] Quæ omnia quia Cato

laudibus extulerat in cœlum.

[Ep. adAtt. 12.21 . ] itaCon-

Julisvirtutem amplificavit, ut

univerfus Senatus in ejus fen-

tentiam tranfiret. Vell. Pat.

2. 35.

"place ;
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place ; nor about the greatnefs or profperity of

" their empire ; butwhether they or their enemies

" fhould poffefs that empire ; and in fuch a cafe

" there could be no room for mercy: that they

" had long fince loft and confounded the true

" names of things : to give away other people's

" money was called generofity ; and to attempt

" what was criminal, fortitude . But ifthey muft

" needs be generous, let it be from the spoils of

"the allies ; ifmerciful, to the plunderers ofthe

86

treafury; but let them not be prodigal ofthe

" blood of Citizens, and by fparing a few bad

deftroy all the good : That Cæfar indeed had

66

fpoken well and gravely concerning life and

" death ; taking all infernal puniſhments for a

" fiction, and ordering the criminals therefore to

" be confined in the corporateTowns : as ifthere

" wasnotmoredangerfromthem in thoſeTowns,

" thanin Rome itfelf; and more encouragement

" to the attempts of the defperate, where there

" was lefs ftrength to refift them : fo that his pro

66

pofal could be of no ufe, ifhe was really afraid

" ofthem: but ifin the general fear he alone had

66 none, there was the more reaſon for all the reſt

66 to be afraid for themſelves : that they were not

66

deliberating on the fate onely of the confpira-

" tors, but of Catiline's whole army, which would

" be animated or dejected in proportion to the

❝ vigor or remifsnefs of their decrees : That it

" wasnotthe arms oftheir anceſtors, which made

" Rome fo great, but their difcipline and man-

" ners, which were now depraved and corrupted :

" that inthe extremity of danger it was a fhame

" tofeethem fo indolent and irrefolute, waiting

" for each other to ſpeak firſt, and trufting, like

" women, to the Gods, without doing any thing

" for themſelves : that the help of the Gods was

Q3
"" not
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" not to be obtained by idle vows and fupplica-

" tions: that fuccefs attended the vigilant, the

" active, the provident ; andwhen people gave

"themſelves up to floth and laziness, it was in

" vain for them to pray ; they would find the

" Gods angry with them: that the flagitious lives

" of the criminals confuted every argument of

" mercy: that Catiline was hovering over them

" withanarmy,while hisaccomplices werewithin

" the walls, and in the very heart of the city ;

" fo that, whatever they determined, it could

cc

not be kept fecret, which made it the more

" neceffary to determine quickly . Wherefore

" his opinion was, that fince the criminals had

" been convicted, both by teftimony and their

" own confeffion, of a deteftable treaſon againſt

" the Republic, they fhould fuffer the punish-

" ment ofdeath, according to the cuftom oftheir

" anceſtors [7]."

CATO'sauthority, added totheimpreffionwhich

Cicero had already made, put an end to the de-

bate ; and the Senate, applauding his vigor and

refolution, refolved upon a decree in confequence

ofit [m] . And though Silanus had firft propoſed

that opinion, and was followed in it by all the Con

Jular Senators, yet they ordered the decree to be

drawn in Cato's words, because he had delivered bim-

Self more fully and explicitely upon it than any of

them [n ]. The vote was no fooner paffed, than

Cicero refolved to put it in execution, left the

night, whichwas coming on, fhould produce any

new diſturbance: he went directly therefore from

the Senate, attended by a numerous guard of

friends and citizens, and took Lentulus from the

[ Salluft. 52.

[m] Ibid. 53.

[ ] Idcirco in ejus fenten-

tiam eft facta difceffio . Ad

Att. 12. 21.

cuftody
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cuftody of his kingman Lentulus Spinther, and con-

veyed him through the Forum to the common

prifon, where he delivered him to the executioners,

who prefentlystrangled him. The other confpira-

tors, Cethegus, Statilius, and Gabinius, were con-

ducted to their execution by the Prætors, and put

to deathin thefame manner, together with Cepa-

rius, the onely one of their accomplices who was

taken after the examination [a]. When the affair

was over, Cicero was conducted home in a kind of

triumph by the whole body of the Senate and the

Knights; the streets being all illuminated, and the

women and children at the windows, and onthe tops

of boufes, tofee him pafs along through infinite accla

mations of the multitude proclaming him their favi-

our and deliverer [p] .

THIS was the fifth ofDecember, thofe celebrated

Nones, ofwhich Cicero ufed to boaſt ſo much ever

after, as the most glorious day of his life : and it

is certain, that Rome was indebted to him on this

day for one ofthe greateſt deliverances which it

had ever received fince it's foundation ; and which

nothingperhapsbut hisvigilance and fagacitycould

have ſo happily effected : for from the firft alarm

ofthe plot, he never reſted night or day, till he had

got fullinformation of the cabals and counfils of the

confpirators [q]: bywhich he eaſily baffled all their

projects, and played with them as he pleaſed ;

andwithoutanyrisk to the public could drawthem

on juft far enough to make their guilt manifeft,

and their ruin inevitable. But his mafter-piece

was the driving Catiline out ofRome, and teizing

him as it were into a rebellion before it was ripe,

[o] Salluft. 55:

[P] Plutarch. in Cic.

[9 ] In eo omnes dies, noc-

tefque confumfi, ut quid age-

rent, quid molirentur, fenti-

rem ac viderem. In Catil.

3. 2 .

Q4
in
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in hopes that by carrying out with him his ac-

complices, he would clear the city at once ofthe

whole faction ; or by leaving them behind with-

out his head to manage them, would expose them

to fure deſtruction by their own folly : for Cati-

line's chief truft was not on the open force which

he had provided in the field, but on the fuccefs

of his fecret practices in Rome, and on making

himſelf maſter of the city ; the credit of which

would have engaged to him of courſe all the

meaner fort, and induced all others through Italy,

who wiſhed well to his caufe, to declare for him

immediately: fo thatwhen this apprehenfion was

over, by the feizure and puniſhment of his affo-

ciates, the Senate thought the danger at an end,

and that they had nothing more to do, but to

vote thanksgivings andfeftivals ; looking upon Ca-

tiline's army as a crew onely offugitives, or ban-

ditti, whom their forces were fure to deſtroy

whenever they could meet with them.

BUT Catiline was in condition ftill to make a

ftouter reſiſtance than they imagined : he had filled

up histroops tothe number oftwolegions, or about

twelve thoufandfighting men ; of which afourthpart

onely was completely armed, the reft furniſhed with

what chance offered, darts, lances, clubs. He re-

fufed at firft to enliftflaves, who flocked to him in

great numbers, trufting to the proper ſtrength of

the confpiracy,andknowingthathe fhouldquickly

have foldiers enough, ifhis friends performed their

part at home [r]. So that when the Conful An-

tonius approached towards himwith his army, he

fhifted his quarters, and made frequent motions

and marches through the mountains, fometimes to-

[r] Sperabat propediem

magnas copias fe habiturum,

fi Romæ focii incepta patra

viffent- interea fervitia repu-

diabat. Salluft. 56.

wards
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wards Gaul, fometimes towards the City, in order to

avoid an engagement till he could hear fome news

from Rome: but when the fatal account came, of

the death of Lentulus and the reft, the face of his

affairs began preſently to change, and his army to

dwindle apace, by the deſertion of thofe, whom

the hopes of victory and plunder had invited to

his camp. His first attempt therefore was bylong

marches and private roads through the Apennine,

to make his efcape into Gaul: but Q. Metellus, who

had been fent thither before by Cicero, imagining

that he would take that reſolution, had fecured all

the paffes, and poſted himſelf fo advantageouſly

with an army ofthree Legions, that it was impof-

fible forhim to force his way on that fide ; whilft

on the other, the Conful Antonius with a much

greater force blocked him up behind, and encloſed

him within the mountains [s]. Antonius himſelf

had no inclination to fight, or at leaſt with Cati-

line ; but would willingly have given him an op-

portunity to eſcape, had not his Quæftor Sextius,

whowas Cicero's creature, and his Lieutenant Pe-

treius, urged him on against his will to force Catiline

to the neceffity ofa battle [ t ] : who feeing all things

defperate, and nothing left but either to die or

conquer, refolved to try his fortune againſt An-

tonius, though much the ftronger, rather than

Metellus ; in hopes ftill, that out of regard totheir

[s] Ibid. 57.

[ ] Hoc breve dicam : Si

M. Petreii non excellens ani-

mo&amoreReip. virtus, non

fumma auctoritas apud mili-

tes, non mirificus ufus in re

militari extitiffet, neque ad-

jutor ei P. Sextius ad excitan-

dum Antonium, cohortan-

dum, ac impellendum fuiffet,

datus illo in bello effet hiemi

locus, &c.

Sextius, cum fuo exercitu,

fumma celeritate eft Anto-

nium confecutus. Hic ego

quid prædicem, quibus rebus

Confulem ad rem gerendam

excitarit ; quot ftimulos ad-

moverit, &c. Pro Sext. 5,

former
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former engagements, he might poffibly contrive fome

wayat laft ofthrowing the victory into his hands[u] .

But Antonius happened to be ſeized at that very

time with a fit ofthe Gout, or pretended at leaſt to

be fo, that he might have no ſhare in the deſtruc-

tion of an old friend : fo that the command fell

of courſe to a much better foldier and honefter

man, Petreius ; who, after a fharp and bloody

action, inwhich be loft a confiderable part ofhis best

troops, deftroyed Catiline and his whole army, fight-

ing defperately to the laft man [x]. They all fell in

the very ranks in which they ftood, and, as if in-

fpired withthe genuin fpirit oftheir leader, fought

not fo much to conquer, as to fell their lives as

dear as they could, and, as Catiline had threatened

in the Senate, to mingle the public calamity with

their own ruin.

THUS ended this famed confpiracy ; in which

fome ofthe greateſt men in Rome were fufpected

to be privately engaged, particularly Craffus and

Cæfar : they were both influenced by the fame

motive, and might hope perhaps, bytheir intereft

in the city, to advance themſelves, in the general

confufion, to that fovereign power which they

aimed at. Craffus, who had always been Cicero's

enemy, by an officiouſneſs of bringing letters and

intelligence to him during the alarm of the plot,

feemed to betray a conſciouſneſs offome guilt [y];

andCæfar'swhole life made it probable, that there

could hardly be any plot in which he had not

fome fhare ; and in this there was fo general a

fufpicion upon him, eſpecially after his ſpeech in

favor ofthe criminals, that he had fome difficulty

to efcape with life from the rage of the Knights,

[4] Αἴτιον δὲ, ὅτι ἐλπίδα αὐ-

τῇ κατὰ τὸ συνωμολὸν ἐθελοκακή-

σειν ἔσχεν . Dio, 1. 37. p . 47 .

[x] Salluft. 59.

[ ] Plutarch. in Cic.

who
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who guarded the avenues of the Senate ; where be

durft not venture to appear any more, till he entered

upon his Prætorship with the new year [x] . Craffus

was actually accufed by one Tarquinius, who was

taken upon the road as he was going to Catiline,

and upon promiſe of pardon made a difcovery of

what he knew: where after confirming what the

other witneſſes had depofed, he added, that be

was fent byCraffus to Catiline, with advice to him,

not to be difcouraged by thefeizure of his accomplices,

but to make the greater haftefor that reaſon to the

city, in order to refcue them, and revive the fpirits

ofhis other friends. At the name of Craffus the

Senate was fo fhocked, that they would hear the

man no farther; but calling upon Cicero to put

the queftion, and take the fenfe ofthe houſe upon

it, they voted Tarquinius's evidence to be falfe, and

ordered bim to be kept in chains, nor to be produced

again before them, till he would confefs who it was

that badfuborned him [a] . Craffus declared after-

wards in the hearing of Salluft, that Cicero was the

contriver ofthis affront upon him [ b] . But that does

not ſeem probable ; fince it was Cicero's conftant

maxim, as he frequently intimates in his fpeeches,

to mitigate andreclame all men of credit bygentle me-

thods, rather than make them defperate by an unfea-

Jonable feverity ; and in the general contagion ofthe

city, not to cut off, but to heal every part that was

curable. Sothat when fome information was given

[z] Uti nonnulli Equites

Romani, qui præfidii caufa

cum telis erant circum ædem

Concordiæ egredienti ex

Senatu Cæfari gladio minita-

rentur. Salluft. 49.
Vix

pauci complexu, togaque ob-

jecta protexerint . Tuncplane

deterritus nonmodo ceffit, fed

etiam in reliquum anni tem-

pus curia abftinuit . Sueton.

J. Cæf. 14 .

[a] Salluft. 48 .

t ] Ipfum Craffum ego

poftea prædicantem audivi,

tantam illam contumeliam

fibi a Cicerone impofitam.

Ibid..

likewife
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likewiſe againſt Cæfar, he choſe to ſtifle it, and

could not be perfuaded to charge him with the plot,

bythe most preffingfollicitations of Catulus andPifo,

who were both his particular enemies, the one for

the lofs of the High-Priesthood, the otherfor the im-

peachment above mentioned [c].

WHILSTthe ſenſe of all theſe ſervices was freſh,

Cicero was repaid for themto the full ofhis wiſhes,

and in the very way that he deſired, by the warm

and gratefull applaufes of all orders of the city.

For befides the honors already mentioned, L.

Gellius, who had been Conful and Cenfor, faid in

a fpeech to the Senate, that the Republic owed him

a Civic Crown, for having faved them all from

ruin [d] : and Catulus in a full houſe declared him

the Fatherofbis Country [e] ; as Cato likewiſe did

from the Roftra, with the loud acclamations of the

whole people [f]: whence Pliny, in honor of his

memory, cries out, Hail thou, who waft first fa-

luted the Parent of thy Country [g]. This title,

the moſt glorious which a mortal can wear, was

from this precedent ufurped afterwards by thoſe,

who of all mortals deſerved it the leaft, the Em-

perors ; proud to extort from flaves and flatterers,

what Cicero obtained from the free vote of the

Senate and People of Rome.

Roma parentem,

Roma Patrem Patria Ciceronem libera dixit.

[ ] Appian. bell. civ . 1. 2 .

p. 430. Salluft . 49.

[d] L. Gellius, his audi-

entibus , civicam coronam de-

beri a Republica dixit . In

Pifon. 3. it. A. Gelf 5. 6.

[e] Me Q. Catulus, prin-

ceps hujus ordinis, frequentif-

fimo Senatu PARENTEM PA-

I

Juv. 8.

TRIÆ nominavit. In Pif. 3.

[f] Plutarch. in Cic.-

Karave d'avlòv xj waliça Tñe

πατρίδα προσαγορεύσαντα

cóncer Sue. Appian.

P. 431.

[g] Salve, primus omnium

Parens Patriæ appellate, &c.

Plin. Hift. N. 7. 30.

Thee,
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Thee, Cicero, Rome while free, nor yet enthrall'd

ToTyrant's will, thy Country's Parent call'd.

All the towns of Italy followed the example of

the metropolis, in decreeing extraordinary honors

to him ; and Capua in particular chofe him their

Patron, and erected a giltftatue to him [b].

SALLUST, who allows him the character ofan

excellent Conful, fays not a word of any of thefe

honors, nor gives him any greater fhare ofpraiſe,

than what could not be diffembled by an Hifto-

rian. There are two obvious reaſons for this re-

fervedneſs ; firſt, the perfonal enmity, which ac-

cording to tradition fubfifted between them ; fe-

condly, the time of publiſhing his hiftory, inthe

reign of Auguftus, while the name ofCicero was ftill

obnoxious to envy. The other Conful Antonius

had but a ſmall ſhare of the thanks and honors

which were decreed upon this occafion he was

known to have been embarked in the fame caufe

with Catiline, and confidered as acting onelyunder

a tutor, and doing penance as it were for paft of-

fences: fo that all the notice, which was taken of

him by the Senate, was, to pay him the flight

compliment above mentioned, for havingremov-

ed his late profligate companions from his friendship

and councils [i].

CICERO made two new laws this year; the one,

as it has been faid, against bribery in elections ; the

other, to correct the abuse ofa privilege called Le-

gatio libera ; that is, an honorary Legation or

[b] Me inaurata ftatua do-

narunt : me patronum unum

adfciverant. In Pif. 11.

[i] Atque etiam collega

meolaus impertitur, quodeos

qui hujus conjurationis parti-

cipes fuiffent, a fuis & aReip.

confiliis removiffet. In Catil.

3. 6.

Embaffy,
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Embaſſy, granted arbitrarily by the Senate to any

of it's members, when they travelled abroad on

their private affairs, in order to give them apublic

character, and aright to be treated as Embajadors

or Magiftrates ; which, by the infolence of theſe

great gueſts, was become a grievous burden upon

all the StatesandCities throughwhich they paffed .

Cicero's defign was to abolish it ; but being driven

from that by one of the Tribuns, he was content to

reftrain the continuance of it, which before was

unlimited, to the term of oneyear [k].

AT his firft entrance into his office, L. Lucullus

wasfolliciting thedemand ofa triumphfor his victo-

ries over Mithridates, in which he had been ob-

ftructed for three yearsfucceffively by the intrigues of

fome of the Magiftrates [1], who paid their court

to Pompey, by putting this affront upon his rival.

By the law and cuftom of the Republic, no Ge-

neral, while he was in actual command, could come

within the gates of Rome, without forfeiting his

commiffion, andconfequently all pretenfions to a

triumph; fo that Lucullus continued all this time

in the fuburbs, till the affair was decided.

Senate favored his fuit, and were follicitors for

bim[m]: but could not prevail, till Cicero's autho-

rity at laft helped to introduce bis triumphal carr into

the city [n] ; making him fome amends by this

[k] Jam illud apertum eft,

nihil effe turpius, quam quen-

quam legari nifi Reipub.

caufa-quod quidem genus

legationis ego Conful, quan-

quam ad commodum Senatus

pertinere videatur, tamen ad-

probante Senatu frequentif-

fimo, nifi mihi levis Tribu-

nus plebis tum interceffiffet,

fuftuliffem : minui tamen

tempus, & quod erat infini-

The

tum, annuum feci . De leg.

3. 8.

[1] Plutarch. in Lucull.

[m] Ibid.

[n] Cum victor a Mithri-

datico bello revertiffet, ini-

micorum calumnia triennio

tardius, quam debuerat, tri-

umphavit. Nos enim Con-

fules introduximus pæne in

urbem currum clariffimi viri.

Academ. 1. 2. 1 .

fervice
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fervice for the injury of the Manilian law, which

had deprived him of his Government. After his

triumph he entertained the whole Roman people

with afumptuous feaft, and was much careffed by

the Nobility, as one whofe authority would be aproper

check to the ambition and power of Pompey: but

having now obtained all the honors, which he

could reaſonably hope for in life, and obferving

the turbulent and diſtracted ſtate of the city, be

withdrew himself not long after from public affairs,

to ſpend the remainder of his days in a polite and

fplendid retreat [o]. He was a generous patron

of learning, and himſelf eminently learned : fo

that his houſe was the conftant refort of the prin-

cipal ſcholars andwits ofGreece and Rome ; where

he had provided a well-furniſhed library, with

porticos and galleries annexed, for the convenience

of walks and literary conferences, at which he

himſelf uſed frequently to affift ; giving an ex-

ample to the world of a life truly noble and ele-

gant, if it had not been fullied by too great a

tincture of Afiatic foftneſs and Epicurean luxury.

AFTER this act of juſtice to Lucullus, Cicero

had an opportunity, before the expiration of his

Confulfhip, to pay all due honor likewife to his

friend Pompey; who, fince he laſt left Rome,

had gloriouſly finished the Piratic and the Mithri-

datic war, by the deftruction of Mithridates him-

felf: upon the receipt of which news, the Senate,

at the motion of Cicero, decreed a public thankf

giving in his name often days ; which was twice as

long as bad ever been decreed before to any General,

even to Marius bimſelf, for his Cimbric vićtory [p].

[ ] Plutarch. in Lucull.

[P]QuoConfule referente,

primumdecemdierum fuppli-

catio decreta Cn. Pompeio

Mithridate interfecto ; cujus

fententia primum duplicata

eftfupplicatio Confularis . De

provinc, Confular. xi.

I BUT
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BUT before we cloſe the account ofthe memo-

rable events of this year, we muſt not omit the

mention ofone, which diftinguiſhed it afterwards

as a particular Æra in the annals of Rome, the

birth ofOctavius, furnamed Auguftus, which hap-

pened onthe twenty-third of September. Velleius

calls it an acceffion ofglory to Cicero's Confulship [q] :

but it excites fpeculations rather of a different

fort ; on the infcrutable methods ofprovidence, and

thefhort-fighted policy ofman ; that in themoment

when Rome was preferved from deftruction, and

it's liberty thought to be eſtabliſhed more firmly

than ever, an infant fhould be thrown into the

world, who, within the courfe of twenty years,

effected what Catiline had attempted, and de-

ſtroyed both Cicero and the Republic. If Rome

could have been faved by human counfil, itwould

have been faved by the ſkill of Cicero : but it's

deſtiny was now approaching: for Governments,

like natural bodies, have, with the principles of

their prefervation, the feeds ofruin alfo effentially

mixt in their conftitution, which after a certain

period begin to operate and exert themſelves to

the diffolution of the vital frame. Theſe feeds

had long been fermenting in the bowels ofthe Re-

public ; when Octavius came, peculiarly formed

by nature and inftructed by art, to quicken their

operation and exalt them to their maturity.

CICERO'S adminiſtration was now at an end,

and nothing remained but to refign the Conful-

fhip, according to cuſtom, in an affembly ofthe

people, and to take the ufual oath, ofhis having

difcharged it withfidelity. This was generally ac-

companied with a ſpeech from the expiring Conful ;

[9] Confulatui Ciceronis

non mediocre adjecit decus,

natus eo anno D. Auguftus.

Vell. 2. 36. Suet. c. 5. Dio,

p. 590.

and
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and afterfuch a year, and from fuch a ſpeaker, the

City was in no fmall expectation of what Cicero

would fay to them : but Metellus, one of the new

Tribuns, who affected commonly to open their

magiftracy by fome remarkable act, as a ſpecimen

of the meaſures which they intended to purfue,

refolved to diſappoint both the Oratorand the au-

dience for when Cicero had mounted the Roftra,

and was ready to perform this laft act of his office,

theTribun would not fufferhim to fpeak, or to do any

thing more, thanbarely take the oath ; declaring, that

be, who hadput Citizens to death unheard, ought not

to bepermitted to speakfor himself: upon which Ci-

cero, who was never at a lofs, inftead of pronoun-

cingtheordinaryform ofthe oath, exalting the tone

ofhis voice, fwore out aloud, fo as all the people

might hearhim, that he hadfavedthe Republic and

theCityfrom ruin ; which the multitude below con-

firmed with an univerfal fhout, and withonevoice

cried out, that what he had fworn was true [r] .

Thus the intended affront was turned, by his pre-

fenceofmind, to his greaterhonor ; and he wascon-

ducted from the Forum to his houfe, with all pof-

fible demonftrations of refpect by the whole City.

[ ] Ego cum in concione,

abiens magiftratu,dicere aTri-

buno plebis prohiberer, quæ

conftitueram : cumque is mi-

hi, tantummodo ut jurarem,

permitteret, fine ulla dubita-

tionejuravi, rempublicam at-

que hanc urbem mea unius o-

pera effefalvam .Mihipopulus

Romanus univerfus non unius

diei gratulationem, fed æter-

nitatem immortalitatemque

donavit, cum meum jusjuran-

dum tale atque tantum juratus

ipfe una voce & confenfu ap-

probavit. Quo quidem tem-

VOL. I.

pore is meus domum fuit e fo-

ro reditus, ut nemo, nifi qui

mecum effet, civium effe in nu-

mero videretur. In Piſon . 3 .

Cum ille mihi nihil nifi ut

jurarem permitteret, magna

voce juravi veriffimum pul-

cherrimumque jusjurandum :

quod populus item magna

voce me vere juraffe juravit.

Ep . fam. 5. 2.

Etenim paullo ante in con-

cione dixerat, ei , qui in alios

animadvertiffet indicta cauffa,

dicendi ipfi poteftatem fieri

non oportere. Ibid.

R SECT.



242 The HISTORY of the Life

A. Urb. 691 .

Cic. 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

SILANUS,

MURENA.

C

SECT. IV.

ICERO being now reduced to the condi-

tion of a private Senator, was to take his

place on that venerable bench of Confulars, who

were juftly reckoned the firſt Citizens of the Re-

I. LICINIUS public. They delivered their opinions the firſt

always inthe Senate ; and commonly determined

the opinions of the reft : for as they had paffed

through all the public offices, and been conver-

fant in everybranch ofthe adminiftration, fotheir

experience gave them great authority in all de-

bates ; and having little or nothing farther to ex-

pect forthemſelves, they were eſteemed not onely

the moſt knowing, but, generally ſpeaking, the

moft difintereſted of all the other Senators, and

to have no other view in their deliberations, but

the peace and profperity of the Republic.

THIS was a ſtation exactly fuited to Cicero's

temper and wiſhes ; he defired no foreign govern-

ments, or command of armies ; his province was

the Senate and the Forum ; to guard as it were

the vitals of the empire, and to direct all it's coun-

fils to their proper end, the general good ; and in

this advanced poft of a Confular Senator, as in a

watch-tower of the State, to obferve each threat-

ening cloud and rifing ſtorm, and give the alarm

to his fellow-citizens from what quarter it was

coming, and by what means it's effects might be

prevented [4 ]. This, as he frequently intimates,

was the onely glory that he fought, the comfort

with which he flattered himſelf, that after a life of

[a ] Idcircoin hac cuftodia

& tanquam in fpecula collo-

cati fumus, ut vacuum omni

metu populum Romanum no-

ftra vigilia & profpicientia

redderemus. Phil . 7. 7.

ambition
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Coff.

ambition and fatigue, and a courſe of faithful fer- A. Urb. 691 .

vices to the Republic, he ſhould enjoy a quiet and Cic. 45.

fecure old age, beloved and honored by his coun- D. JUNIUS

trymen, as the conftant champion and defender of SILANUS,

all their rights and liberties. But he foon found L. LICINIUS

himſelf miſtaken, and before he had quitted his MURENA.

office, began to feel the weight of that envy,

which is the certain fruit of illuftrious merit : for

the vigor of his Confulfhip had raiſed fuch a zeal

and union of all the honeft in the defenſe of the

laws, that till this fpirit could be broken, orfub-

fide again, it was invain for the ambitious toaim

at any power but through the ordinary forms of

the conftitution ; efpecially while he, who wasthe

foul ofthatunion, continued to floriſh in full cre-

dit at the head of the Senate . He was now there-

fore the common mark not onely of all the facti-

ous, againſt whom he had declared perpetual war,

but of another party not lefs dangerous, the envi-

ous too ; whofe united fpleen never left purſuing

him from this moment, till they had driven him

out ofthatCity, which he had fo lately preferved.

THE Tribun Metellus began the attack : a fit

leader for the purpofe ; who from the nobility of

his birth and the authority of his office was the

moſt likely to stir up fome ill-humor against him,

byinfulting and reviling him in all his harangues,

forputting Citizens to death without a trial ; in all

which he was ftrenuoufly fupported by Cæfar,

who puſhed him on likewife to the promulgation.

offeveral peftilent laws, which gave great diftur-

bance tothe Senate. Cicero had no inclination to

enter into a conteft with the Tribun, but took

fome pains to make up the matter with him by

the interpofition of the women ; particularly of

Claudia, the wife of his brother Metellus, and of

their fifter Mucia, the wife of Pompey : he em-

R 2 ployed
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Cic. 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

A. Urb. 691. ployed alſo ſeveral common friends to perfuade

him to be quiet, and defift from his raſhneſs ;

but his anfwer was, that he was too far engaged,

and had put it out of his power [b] : ſo that Ci-

Cero had nothing left, but to exert all his vigor

and eloquence to repell the infults of this petu-

lant magiftrate.

SILANUS,

L. LICINIUS

MURENA.

CESAR at the fame time was attacking Catu-

lus with no lefs violence ; and being now in pof-

feffion of the Prætorship, made it the first act of

his office to call him to an account for embezzling

the public money in rebuilding the Capitol ; and pro-

pofed alfo alaw, to efface his namefrom thefabric,

and grant the commiffion for finishing what remained

to Pompey: but the Senate beftirred themſelves fo

warmly in the cauſe, that Cæfar was obliged to

drop it [ c ]. This experiment convinced the two

magiftrates, that it was not poffible for them to

make head againſt the authority of the Senate,

without the help of Pompey, whomthey refolved

therefore by all the arts of addreſs and flattery to

draw into their meaſures. With this view Me-

tellus publiſhed a law, to call him home with his

army in order to fettle the state, and quiet the public

diforders raifed by the temerity of Cicero [ d ] : for

by throwing all power into his hands, they hoped

to come in for a fhare of it with him, or to em-

broil him at least with the Senate, by exciting

mutual jealoufies between them : but their law

was thought to be of fo dangerous a tendency,

that the Senate changed their habit upon it, as in the

cafe of a public calamity ; and by the help offome

of the Tribuns, particularly of Cato, refolved to

oppofe it to the utmoft of their power : fo that

[6] Quibus ille refpondit,

fibi non effe integram. Ep .

fam. 5. 2.

[ ] Sueton. J.Cæf.15. Dio,

1. 37. P. 49.

[d] Dio, ib. Plut. in Cic.

as
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as foon as Metellus began to read it to the people, A. Urb. 691.

Cato fnatched it away from him ; and when hepro-

ceded ſtill to pronounce it by heart, Minucius, D. JUNIUS

another Tribun, stopt his mouth with his hand. SILANUS,

This threwthe affembly into confufion, and raif- L. LICINIUS

ed great commotions in the City ; till the Senate,

MURENA.

finding themſelves fupported by the better fort

of all ranks, came to a new and vigorous refo-

lution, of fufpending both Cæfar and Metellus from

the execution of their offices [e].

CESAR refolved at firft to act in defiance of

them ; but finding a ſtrong force prepared to con-

troul him, thought it more advifeable to retire,

and reſerve the trial of arms, till he was better

provided for it: he ſhut himselfup therefore in his

boufe, where, by a prudent and fubmiffive beha-

viour be foon made his peace, and got the decree of

theirfufpenfion reverfed [f] . But Metellus, as it

was concerted probably between them, fled away

to his brother Pompey [ g], that by mifreprefent-

ing the ſtate of things at home, and offering

every thing on the part of the people, he might

inftill into him fome prejudices against the immo-

derate power of Cicero and the Senate, and engage

him, if poffible, to declare for the popular inter-

eft. Cicero in the mean while publiſhed an invec-

tive oration againſt Metellus, which is mentioned

in his Epiftles under the title of Metellina [b] :

[e] Donec ambo admini-

ftratione Reipub. decreto Pa-

trem fummoverentur . Sueton.

J. Cæf. 16.

[f] Ut comperit paratos,

qui vi ac per arma prohibe-

rent, dimiffis lictoribus, ab-

jectaque prætexta, domum

clam refugit, pro conditione

temporum quieturus quod

cum præter opinionem eve-

niffet, Senatus accitum in

curiam & ampliffimis verbis

collaudatum, in integrum re-

ftituit, inducto priore decre-

to . Sueton. Ibid.

[g] Plutarch. in Cicer.

[ Inillam orationem Me-

tellinam addidi quædam ; li-

ber tibi mittetur. Att.1.13 .

R 3
it
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Cic . 45

A. Urb. 691. it was ſpoken in the Senate, in anſwer to a ſpeech

which Metellus had made to the people, and is

often cited by Quintilian and others [1], as ex-

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

SILANUS,

L. LICINIUS

MURENA.

tant in their time.

THE Senate having gained this victory over

Cæfar and Metellus, by obliging the one to ſub-

mit, the other to leave the City ; Q. Metellus

Celer, who commanded in Cifalpine Gaul, wrote

a peevish and complaining letter to his friend

Cicero, upon their treating his brother the Tribunfo

feverely: to which Cicero anſwered with that free-

dom, which a conſciouſneſs of integrity naturally

dictates, yet with all that humanity which the fin-

cereft friendſhip infpires ; as the reader will ob-

ferve from the letter itfelf, which affords many

inftructive hints both hiftorical and moral.

M. T. Cicero to Q. Metellus Celer, Proconful.

" You write me word, that confidering our

" mutual affection and late reconciliation, you

never imagined, that you fhould be made the

66

fubject of public jeft and ridicule by me. I do

" not well underſtand what you mean; yet gueſs

" thatyou have been told, that, when Iwas ſpeak-

66

66

ing one day in the Senate of many, who were

" forry for myhaving preferved the Republic, I

faid, that certain relations of yours, to whom

you could refufe nothing, had prevailed with

you to fupprefs what you had prepared to fay

" in the Senate in praife ofme : when I faid this,

" I added, that in the affair of faving the State

" Ihad divided the tafk with you in fuch a man-

" ner, that I was to fecure the City from inteftine

dangers, you to defend Italy from the open

[ Quint. 1. 93. A. Gellius 18.7

arms
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66

Cic.

Coff.

arms and fecret plots of our enemies ; but that A. Urb. 691 .

this glorious partnerſhip had been broken by 45.

your friends, who were afraid of your making D. JUNIUS
• me the leaft return for the greateſt honors and SILANUS,

fervices which you had received from me. In L. LICINIUS

" the fame difcourfe, when I was defcribing the MURENA.

expectation which I had conceived of your

66

(c

fpeech, and how much I was diſappointed by

" it, it feemed to divert the houſe, and a mode-

" rate laugh enfued ; not upon you, but on my

" miſtake, and the frank and ingenuous confef-

" fion of my defire to be praiſed by you. Now

" in this, it muſt needs be owned, that nothing

" could be faid more honorably towards you,

" whenin the most fhining and illuftrious part of

.66 my life, I wanted ftill to have the teftimony of

your commendation . As to what you fay of

66

66

our mutual affection, I do not know what you

" reckon mutual in friendſhip, but I take it to be

" this ; when we repay the fame good offices

" which we receive : Should I tell you then, that

" I gave up my province for your fake, you

" might juftly fufpect my fincerity: it fuited my

· 66

temperand circumstances, and I find more and

" more reafon every day to be pleaſed with it :

" but thisI can tell you, that I no fooner refigned

" it in an affembly of the people, than I beganto

" contrive how to throw it into your hands. I

fay nothingabout the mannerof drawing your

" lots ; but would have you onely believe, that

" there was nothing done in it by my collegue

" without my privity. Pray recollect what fol-

" lowed ; how quickly I affembled the Senate

" after your allotment, how much I faid in favor

" of you, when you yourſelf told me, that my

66
fpeech was not onely honorable to you, but

even injurious to your collegues . Then as to

" the
R 4
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A. Urb. 691. " the decree which paffed that day in the Senate,

" it is drawn in fuch a ftrain, that as long as it

Cic. 45.

Coff. 66

66
D. JUNIUS

fubfifts, my good offices to you can never be

SILANUS, a fecret. After your departure, I defire you

L. LICINIUS " alfo to recollect what I did for you in the Se-

nate, what I ſaid of you to the people, what

" I wrote to you my felf; and when you have

" laid all theſe things together, I leave it to you

MURENA. 66

to judge, whether at your laft coming to Rome

66 you made a fuitable return to them. You

" mention areconciliation between us ; but I do

66

66

66

not comprehend how a friendſhip can be faid

to be reconciled, which was never interrupted.

" As to what you write, that your brother ought

not to have been treated by me fo roughlyfor

a word in the firſt place, I beg of you to be-

" lieve, that I am excedingly pleaſed with that

" affectionate and fraternal difpofition of yours,

" fo full of humanity and piety ; and in the fe-

" cond, to forgive me if in any cafe I have acted

against your brother, for the fervice of the

Republic, to which no man can be a warmer

" friend than my felf: but if I have been acting

onely on the defenfive, againſt his moſt cruel

" attacks, you may thinkyourſelf well ufed, that

" I have never yet troubled you with any com-

<6

<c

66

plaints against him. As foon as I found that

" he was preparing to turn the whole force of his

" Tribunate to my deftruction, I applied myfelf

" to your wife Claudia, and your fifter Mucią,

" whofe zeal for my fervice I had often experi-

" enced, on the account of myfamiliarity with

Pompey, to diffuade him from that outrage :

" but he, as I am fure you have heard, on the

" laft day of the yearput fuch an affront upon me

" when Conful, and afterhaving faved the State,

had never been offered to any Magiftrate the

16

" moft
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" moft traiterouſly affected, by depriving me of A. Urb. 691 .

the liberty of ſpeaking to the people upon lay- Coff.

ing downmy office. But his infult turned one- D. JUNIUS

ly to my greater honor : for when he would SILANUS,

66

66

not fuffer me to do any thing more than fwear, L. LICINIUS

" I ſwore with a loud voice the trueft, as well as MURENA..

" the nobleft of all oaths ; while the people with

" acclamations fwore likewife, that my oath was

66

66

66

66

cc

true. After ſo ſignal an injury, I fent to him

" the veryfame dayfome ofour common friends,

to prefs him to defift from his refolution of

purſuing me but his anſwer was, that it was

" not then in his power : for he had faid a few

days before in a ſpeech to the people, that he,

" who had punished others without a hearing, ought

not to be fuffered to ſpeak for himſelf. Worthy

Patriot, and excellent Citizen ! to adjudge the

man whohad preferved the Senate from a maf-

facre, the City from fire, and Italy from a war,

" tothe fame punishment whichthe Senate, with

" the confent of all honeft men, had inflicted on

" the authors of thofe horrid attempts. I with-

" ftood your brother therefore to his face ; and

" on the firft of January, in a debate upon the

66

66

66

Republic, handled him in fuch a manner, as

" to inake him fenfible, that he had to do with

a man of courage and conftancy. Two days

" after, when he began again to harangue, in

66

66
every three words he named and threatened

" me: nor had he any thing ſo much at heart, as

" to effect myruin at any rate ; not by the legal

" way of trial, or judicial proceding, but bydint

" of force and violence. If I had not refifted his

" raſhneſs with firmnefs and courage, whowould

" not have thought, that the vigor of my Con-

66

fulfhip had been owing to chance, rather than

to virtue? Ifyou have not been informed, that

"
your
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D. JUNIUS

66

yourbrother attempted all this againſt me, be

" affured that he concealed from you the most

" material part : but if he told youany thing of

" it, you ought to commend my temper and pa-

L. LICINIUS " tience, for not expoftulating with you about it:

" but fince you must now be fenfible, that my

SILANUS,

MURENA.

66

quarrel to your brother was not, as you write,

" for aword, but a moft determined and fpitefull

" defignto ruin me, pray obferve my humanity,

" if it maybe called by that name, and is not ra-

" ther, afterfo flagrant an outrage, a baſe remiff-

" nefs and abjection of mind. I never propofed

" any thingagainstyourbrother, when therewas

,66 any queſtion about him in the Senate ; but

" without rifingfrom myfeat, affented always to

" thoſe who were for treating him the moſt fa-

" vorably. I will add farther, what I ought not

" indeedto have been concerned about, yet I was

66

not diſpleaſed to ſee it done, and even afſiſted

" to get it done ; I mean, the procuring a de-

" cree forthe relief ofmy enemy, becauſe he was

" your brother. I did not therefore attack your

" brother, but defend myſelf onely againſt him ;

" nor has myfriendſhipto you everbeen variable,

" as you write, but firm and conftant, fo as to

" remain ftill the fame when it was even deferted

" and flighted by you. And at this very time,

" when you almoft threaten me in your letter, I

" giveyou this anfwer, that I not onely forgive,

" but highlyapplaud your grief; for I know, from

" what I feel within myfelf, how great the force

" is of fraternal love : but I beg of you alfo to

" judge with the fame equity of my caufe ; and

if, without any ground, I have been cruelly

" and barbaroufly attacked by your friends, to

" allow that I ought not onely not to yield to

them, but on fuch an occafion to expect the

66

help
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66

66
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" help even of you and your army alfo againſt A. Urb. 691 .

" them. I was always defirous to have you for Cic. 45.

my friend, and have taken pains to convince D. JUNIUS

you how fincerely I am yours : I am ftill of SILANUS,

" the fame mind, and fhall continue in it as L. LICINIUS

MURENA.

" long as you pleaſe ; and, for the love of you,

" will fooner ceafe to hate your brother, than,

" out of reſentment to him, give any ſhock to

" the friendſhip which fubfifts between us . A-

" dieu [k]."

CICERO, upon the expiration of his Conful-

fhip, took care to fend a particular account of

his whole adminiſtration to Pompey ; in hopes

to prevent any wrong impreffion there from the

calumnies of his enemies, and to draw from him

fome public declaration in praiſe of what he had

been doing. But Pompey being informed by

Metellus and Cæfar of the ill humor which was

rifing againſt Cicero in Rome, anſwered him

with great coldnefs, and, inftead of paying him.

any compliment, took no notice at all of what

had paffed in the affair of Catiline : upon which

Cicero expoftulates with him in the following

letter with fome little refentment, yet fo, as not

to irritate a man of the firſt authority in the Re-

public, and to whom all parties were forwardly

paying their court.

M. T. Cicero to Cn. Pompeius the Great,

Emperor [1].

" I HAD an incredible pleaſure, in common

"with all people, from the public letter which

5. 2.[*] Epift. fam .

[1] Theword Emperor fig-

nified nothing more in it's

you

original ufe, than the Gene-

ral or Chief Commander of

an army [ Cic. de Orat. 1 ,

48.]
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A. Urb. 691 .

Cic . 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

SILANUS,

L. LICINIUS

MURENA.

(c

(c you fent : for you gave us in it that affurance

" of peace, which from my confidence in you

" alone I had always been promifing. I muft

" tell you however, that your old enemies, but

new friends, are extremely fhocked and dif-

appointed at it. As to the particular letter

" which you fent to me, though it brought me

" fo flight an intimation of your friendſhip, yet

" it was very agreeable : for nothing is apt to

" give me fo much fatisfaction, as the confciouf-

" nefs of my ſervices to my friends ; and if at

66 any time they are not requited as they ought

to be, I am always content that the balance

" ofthe account fhould reft on my fide. I make

" no doubt however, but that, if the diftin-

guifhed zeal, which I have always fhewn for

your interefts, has not yet fufficiently recom-

" mended me to you, the public intereft at leaſt

" will conciliate and unite us. But that you

may not be at a lofs to know what it was,

66

48. ] in which fenfe it be-

longed equally to all who

had fupreme command in a-

ny part of the Empire, and

was never uſed as a peculiar

title. But after a victory,

in which fome confiderable

advantage was gained, and

great numbers of the enemy

flain, the foldiers, by an uni-

verfal acclamation, uſed to

falute their General in the

field with the appellation of

Emperor ; afcribing as it were

the fole merit of the action

to his aufpices and conduct.

This became a title of honor,

of which all Commanders

were proud, as being the ef-

fect of fuccefs and victory,

and won by their proper va-

lor ; and it was always the

first and neceffary step to-

wards a Triumph. On theſe

occafions therefore the title

of Emperor was conftantly af-

fumed, and given to Generals

in all acts and letters, both

public and private, but was

enjoyed by them no longer

than the commiffion lafted,

by which they had obtained

it ; that is, to the time of

their return and entrance in-

tothe City, from which mo

ment theircommand and title

expired together of courſe,

and they refumed their civil

character, and became pri-

vate Citizens.

" which



of M. TULLIUS CICERO. 253

66

Cic. 45.

" which I expected to find in your letter, I will A. Urb. 691 .

" tell it you frankly, as myown nature and our Coff.

friendship require. I expected, out of regard D. JUNIUS

" both to the Republic and to our familiarity, SILANUS,

66 to have had fome compliment or congratula- L. LICINIUS

" tion from you on what I lately acted in my

MURENA.

" Confulfhip ; which you omitted, I imagine,

" for fear of giving offence to certain perfons :

" but I would have you to know, that the

" things which I have been doing for the fafety

" of my country, are applauded by the tefti-

mony and judgement of the whole earth ;

" and when you come amongst us, you will

" find them done with fo much prudence and

" greatneſs of mind, that you, who are much

fuperior to Scipio, will admit me, who am

" not much inferior to Lælius, to a fhare both

" of your public counfils and private friendſhip..

" Adieu [m]."

66

66

SOON after CATILINE's defeat, a freſh inqui-

ry was fet on foot at Rome againſt the reſt of

his accomplices, upon the information of one

L. Vettius ; who, among others, impeached

7. Cæfar before Novius Niger the Quaftor, as

Q. Curius alfo did in the Senate ; where, for the

fecret intelligence, which he had given very ear-

ly to Cicero, he claimed the reward which had

been offered to the first discoverer of the plot. He

affirmed, that what he depofed against Cæfar, was

told to him by Catiline himself; and Vettius offered

to produce aletter to Catiline in Cafar's own band.

Cæfar found fome difficulty to repell fo bold an

accufation, and was forced to implore the aid and

teftimony of Cicero, to prove that he also had given

[m] Epift. fam. 5. 7.

early
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Coff.

SILANUS,

A. Urb. 691. early information of Catiline's defigns : but by his

Cic. 45. vigor and intereft in the City, he obtained a full

D. JUNIUS revenge at laſt upon his accufers ; for he deprived

Curius ofthe reward, andgot Vettius committed to

L. LICINIUS prifon, after he had been miferably handled, and al-

moft killed by the mob ; nor content with this, heim-

prifoned the Quæftor Novius too, for fuffering a fu-

perior magiftrate to be arraigned before him [n].

MURENA.

SEVERAL others however of confiderable rank

were found guilty and banished ; fome of them

not appearing to their citation, others after a

trial ; viz. M. Porcius Lecca, C. Cornelius, L.

Vargunteius, Servius Sylla, and P.Autronius, &c.

The laft of thefe, who loft the Confulfhip four

years before upon a conviction of bribery, had

been Cicero's fchool-fellow, and collegue in the Quaf

torship ; andfollicited him with many tears to under-

take bis defenfe: but Cicero not onely refuſed to

defend him, but, from the knowledge of his

guilt, appeared as a witness against him [o].

P.SYLLA alfo, Autronius's partner and fellow-

fufferer in the caufe of bribery, was now tried

for confpiring twice with Catiline ; once, when the

plot proved abortive, foon after his former trial ;

and a fecond time, in Cicero's Confulfhip: he

was defended in the firft by Hortenfius, in the

laft by Cicero. The profecutor was Torquatus,

the fon of his former accufer, a young noble-

[*] Cum implorato Cice-

ronis teftimonio, quædam fe

de conjuratione ultro detu-

liffe docuiffet, ne Curio præ-

mia darentur, effecit . Vet-

tium-pro roftris in concione

pæne difcerptum, in carce-

rem conjecit. Eodem No-

vium Quæftorem, quod com-

pellari apud fe majorem po-

teftatem paffus effet. Sueton.

Jul. Cæf. 17.

[ ] Veniebat ad me, & fæ-

pe veniebat Autronius multis

cum lachrymis, fupplex, ut fe

defenderem : fe meum condi-

fcipulum in pueritia, familia-

rem in adoleſcentia, collegam

in Quæftura commemorabat

fuiffe . Pro Sylla 6. 30.

2 man
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MURENA.

man of great parts and fpirit ; who ambitious A. Urb. 691 .

of the triumph of ruining an enemy, and fearing Cic. 45 .

that Cicero would fnatch it from him, turned D. JUNIUS

his raillery againſt Cicero inftead of Sylla ; and SILANUS,

to take off the influence of his authority, treated L. LICINIUS

his character with great petulance, and employ-

ed every topic which could raiſe an odium and

envy upon him : he called him a King, who af-

fumed apower tofave or destroy, just as he thought.

fit; faid, that he was the third foreign King who

bad reigned in Rome after Numa and Tarquinius ;

and that Sylla would have run away and neverftood .

a trial, if he had not undertaken bis caufe : when-

ever he mentioned the plot and the danger of it, it

was with fo low and feeble a voice, that none but

thejudges could bear him ; but when he ſpoke of

the prifon and the death of the confpirators, he ut-

tered it in fo loud and lamentable a train, as to

make the whole Forum ring with it [p].

CICERO therefore, in his reply, was put to the

trouble of defending himſelf, as well as his client.

" As to Torquatus's calling him aforeigner, on

" the account of his being born in one of the

" corporate Towns of Italy, he owns it ; and

" in that Town, he fays, whence the Republic

" had been twice preferved from ruin ; and was

" glad that he had nothing to reproach him with,

but what affected not onely the greateſt part,

" but the greateft men of the City ; Curius,

" Coruncanius, Cato, Marius, &c. but fince he

" had a mind to be witty, and would needs

" make him a foreigner, why did not he call

" him a foreign Conful, rather than a King ;

" for that would have been much more won-

derfull, fince foreigners had been Kings, but
66

[P] Pro Sylla, 7. 10.

66
never
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A. Urb. 691. " never Confuls of Rome. He admonishes

Cic. 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

66

66

him, who was now in the courfe of his pre-

" ferment, not to be fo free of giving that title

SILANUS, to Citizens, left he fhould one day feel the

L. LICINIUS " refentment and power of fuch foreigners : that

" ifthe Patricians were fo proud, as to treat him

" and the judges upon the bench as foreigners,

MURENA.

66
yet Torquatus had no right to do it, whofe

" mother was of Afculum [9] . Do not call me

" then Foreigner any more, fays he, left it turn

upon yourſelf; nor a King, left you be laugh-

" ed at ; unleſs you think it kingly, to live fo

" as not to be a flave, not onely to any man,

" but even to any appetite ; to contemn all

" fenfual pleaſures ; to covet no man's gold or

" filver, or any thing elſe ; to ſpeak one's mind

6C freely in the Senate ; to confult the good,

" rather than the humor of the people ; to

<6

66

66

66

give way to none, but to withstand many :

" Ifyou take this to be kingly, I confess myſelf

a King but ifthe infolence of my power, if

my dominion, if any proud or arrogant ſay-

" ing of mine provokes you, why do not you

urge me with that, rather than the envy of a

name, and the contumely of a groundleſs

" calumny?"-He procedes to fhew, " that his

kingdom, if it muſt be called fo, was of fo

" laborious a kind, that there was not a man

" in Rome who would be content to take his

" place [r]." He puts him in mind,
" that

" he was difpofed to indulge and bear with his

" pertnefs, out of regard to his youth and to

" his father --though no man had ever thrown

" the flighteft afperfion upon him, without being

" chaftifed for it- but that he had no mind to

66

[q] Ibid. 7, 8. [ ] Ibid. 9.

" fall
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<6

Cic. 45.
" fall upon one whom he could fo eafily van- A. Urb. 6916

" quifh ; who had neither ftrength, nor age, Coff.

nor experience enough for him to contend D. JUNIUS

" with: he advifed him however not to abufe SILANUS,

" his patience much longer, left he fhould be L. LICINIUS

" tempted at laft to draw out the ftings of his MURENA..

" fpeech against him [s]." As to the merits of

the caufe, though there was no pofitive proof,

yet there were many ftrong prefumptions againft

Sylla, with which his adverfary hoped to oppreſs

him but Cicero endeavoured to confute them,

by appealing " to the tenor and character ofhis

66

،،

life ; protefting in the ftrongest terms, that

" he, who had been the fearcher and detector

" of the plot, and had taken fuch pains to get

intelligence of the whole extent of it, had

never met with the leaſt hint or fufpicion of

66 Sylla's name in it ; and that he had no other

" motive for defending him, but a pure regard

" to juſtice ; and as he had refufed to defend

" others, nay, had given evidence againſt them

" from the knowledge of their guilt, fo he had

" undertaken Sylla's defenfe, through a per-

" fuafion of his innocence [ ]." Torquatus,

for want of direct proof, threatened to examine

Sylla's flaves by torture : this was fometimes

practifed upon the demand of the Profecutor ;

but Cicero obferves upon it, " that the effect of

" thofe torments was governed always by the

" conftitution of the patient, and the firmness

of his mind and body ; by the will and plea

" fure of the torturer, and the hopes and fears

" of the tortured ; and that in moments of fo

" much anguish there could be no room for

" truth : he bids them put Sylla's life to the

[√] Ibid. 16. [] Ibid. 30.

VOL. I. S rack,
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Cic. 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

SILANUS
,

66

A. Urb. 691. " rack, and examine that with rigor ; whether

" there was any hidden luft, any latent treafon,

any cruelty, any audaciouſneſs in it : that

" there could be no miſtake in the cauſe, if the

L. LICINIUS " voice of his perpetual life, which ought to be

MURENA. " of the greateſt weight, was but attended

" to [u]." Sylla was acquitted ; but Cicero

had no great joy from his victory, or comfort

in preferving fuch a Citizen, who lived after-

wards in great confidence with Cæfar, and com-

manded his right wing in the battel of Pharfa-

lia [x] ; and ferved him afterwards in his power,

as he had before ſerved his kinfman Sylla, in ma-

naging his confifcations and the fale of the forfeited

eftates.

ABOUT the time of this trial Cicero bought a

houfe of M. Craffus, on the Palatine bill, ad-

joining to that in which he had always lived with

his father, and which he is now ſuppoſed to

have given up to his brother Quintus. The

houſe coft him near thirty thousand pounds, and

feems to have been one of the nobleft in Rome ;

it was built about thirty years before by the fa-

mous Tribun, M. Livius Drufus ; on which oc

cafion we are told, that when the architect promifed

to build it for him in fuch a manner, that none

of his neighbours ſhould overlook him : But if you

have any fkill, replied Drufus, contrive it rather

fo, that all the world mayfee what I am doing [y].

It was fituated in the moſt confpicuous part ofthe

city, near to the center of all bufinefs, overlook-

[u] Ibid. 28.

[x] Vid. Cæf. comment .

de bello civili.

[ ] Cum promitteret ei

architectus, ita fe ædificatu-

rum, ut libera a confpectu,

immunis ab omnibus arbitris

effet-Tu vero, inquit, fi

quid in te artis eft, ita com-

pone domum meam, ut quic-

quid agam ab omnibus per-

fpici poffit. Vell. Pat. 2. 14.

Ep. fam. 5. 6.

ing
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Cic. 45.

MURENA.

ing the Forum and the Roftra ; and what made it A. Urb . 691 .

the morefplendid, was it's beingjoined to a Por- Coff.

tico or Colonnade, called by the name of Catulus ; D. JUNIUS

who built it out of the Cimbric Spoils, on that SILANUS ,

area where Flaccus formerly lived, whofe houfe L. LICINIUS

was demolished by public authority for his feditious

practices with C. Gracchus [z ] . In this purchaſe

he followed the rule which he recommends in his

Offices, with regard to the babitation of a principal

Citizen ; that his dignity should be adorned by his

houſe, but not derived from it [a ] : where he

mentions ſeveral inftances of great men, who

by the ſplendor of their houfes on this very hill,

which were conftantly ſtriking the eyes of the

people, and imprinting a notion of their magni-

ficence, made their way the more eaſily to the

highest honors of the Republic.

A. GELLIUS tells us, that having refolved to

buy the house, and wanting money to pay for it, he

borrowed it privately of his client Sylla, when he

was under profecution ; but the story taking wind,

and being charged upon him, he denied both the bor-

rowing anddefign ofpurchafing, yet foon after bought

the boufe ; and when he was reproached with the

denial of it, replied onely laughing, that they must

be fools to imagine, that when he had refolved to

buy, be would raife competitors of the purchase by

proclaming it [b].

THE ftory was taken probably from fome of

the fpurious collections of Cicero's Jefts ; which-

[*] M. Flaccus, quia cum

Graccho contra Reipub. fa-

lutem fecerat , & Senatûs

fententia eft interfectus, &

domus ejus everfa eft : in

qua porticum poft aliquanto

Q. Catulus de manubiis Cim-

bricis fecit. Pr. dom. 38.

[a] Ornanda eft enim dig-

nitas domo, non ex domo

totaquærenda. De Offic. 1 .

39.

$ 2

[6] A. Gellius, 12. 12.

were
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Cic. 45.

Coff.

D. JUNIUS

SILANUS,

MURENA.

A. Urb. 691. were handed about not onely after his death, but

even in his life-time, as he often complains to his

friends [c] for it is certain, that there could be

nothing difhonorable in the purchaſe, fince it was

L. LICINIUS tranfacted fo publicly, that before it was even

concluded, one of his friends congratulated him

upon it by letter from Macedonia [ d] . The truth

is, and what he himſelfdoes not diffemble, that

he borrowed part of the money to payfor it, atfix

per cent.; and fays merrily upon it, that he was

now fo plunged in debt, as to be ready for a plot,

but that the confpirators would not trust him [e] .

It raiſed indeed fome cenfure upon his vanity,

for purchafing fo expenſive a houfe with borrow-

ed money but Meffala, the Conful, happen-

ing foon after to buy Autronius's boufe at a great-

er price, and with borrowed money too, it gave

him fome pleaſure, that he could juſtify himſelf

by the example of fo worthy a Magiſtrate : By

Meffala's purchaſe, fays he, I am thought to have

made a good bargain ; and men begin to be con-

vinced, that we may use the wealth of our friends,

in buying what contributes to our dignity [f].

[c] Ais enim, ut ego dif-

cefferim omnia omnium dic-

ta, in his etiam Seftiana in

me conferri. Quid ? tu id

pateris ? nonne defendis ?

nonne refiftis ? &c. Ep. fam.

7. 32.

-Sic audio Cæfarem fi

quod afferatur ad eum pro

meo, quod meum non eft,

rejicere folere. Ibid. 9. 16.

[d] Quod ad me pridem

fcripferas, velle te bene eve-

nire, quod de Craffo domum

emeram--Emi eam ipfam do-

mum H. S. xxxv. aliquanto

poft tuam gratulationem. Ep.

fam. 5. 6.

[e] Itaque fcito, me nunc

tantum habere æris alieni,

ut cupiam conjurare, fi quif-

quam recipiat. Sed partim

me excludunt, &c. Ibid.

[f] Ea emptione & nos

bene emiffe judicati fumus ;

& homines intelligere cœpe-

runt, licere amicorum facul-

tatibus in emendo ad digni-

tatem aliquam pervenire. Ad

Att. 1. 13.

BUT
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Coff.

BUT the moſt remarkable event, which hap- A. Urb. 691 .

peted in the end of this year, was the pollution

of the mysteries of the BONA DEA, or the Good D. JUNIUS

Goddefs, byP. Clodius ; which, by an unhappy train SILANUS,

of confequences, not onely involved Cicero in an L. LICINIUS

unexpected calamity, but feems to have given MURENA .

the first blow towards the ruin of the Republic.

Clodius was now Quæftor, and by that means a

Senator ; defcended from the noblest family in

Rome, in the vigor of his age, of a gracefull

perfon, lively wit, and flowing eloquence ; but

with all the advantages ofnature, he had a mind

incredibly vicious ; was fierce, infolent, audaci-

ous, but above all, moft profligately wicked,

and an open contemner of Gods and men ; valu-

ing nothing, that either nature or the laws al-

lowed ; nothing, but in proportion as it was de-

ſperate and above the reach of other men ; dif-

daining even honors in the common forms of

the Republic ; nor reliſhing pleafures, but what

were impious, adulterous, inceftuous [g] . He

had an intrigue with Cafar's wife Pompeia, who,

according to annual cuftom, was now celebrating

in her houſe thofe awfull and myftic facrifices ofthe

Goddess, to which no male creature was ever ad-

mitted, and where every thing mafculine was fo

fcrupulouſly excluded, that even pictures of that

[g] Exorta eft illa Reipub.

facris, religionibus, auctori-

tati veftræ, judiciis publicis

funefta Qultura : in qua

idem ifte deos, hominefque,

pudorem, pudicitiam, fenatus

auctoritatem, jus, fas, leges,

judicia violavit, &c.

Arufpic. refp. 20.

De

Qui ita judicia pœnamque

contempferat, ut eum nihil

delectaret, quod aut per na-

turam fas effet, aut per leges

liceret. Pro Mil. 16.

P. Clodius, homo nobilis,

difertus, audax ; qui neque

dicendi, neque faciendi ullum,

nifi quem vellet, noffet mo-

dum; malorum propofitorum

executor acerrimus, infamis

etiam fororis ftupro, &c. Vell .

Pat. 2. 45 .

S 3 fort
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Coff.

SILANUS,

A. Urb, 691.fort were covered during the ceremony [b] . This

was a proper fcene for Clodius's genius to act up-

D. JUNIUS on ; an opportunity of daring, beyond what

man had ever dared before him: the thought of

L. LICINIUS mixing the impurity of his lufts with the fanctity

MURENA.
of theſe venerable rites flattered his imagination

fo ftrongly, that he refolved to gain accefs to his

miſtreſs in the very midft of her holy miniſtry.

With this view he dreffed himſelf in a woman's

habit, and by the benefit of his ſmooth face,

and the introduction of one of the maids, who was

in the fecret, hoped to pafs without diſcovery :

but by fome miſtake between him and his guide,

he loft his way when he came within the houſe,

and fell in unluckily among the other female

fervants, who detecting him by his voice, alarm-

ed the whole company by their fhrieks, to the

great amazement of the matrons, who presently

threw a veil over the facred mysteries, while Clo-

dius found means to escape by the favor of fome

of the damfels [i].

THE ftory was preſently ſpread abroad, and

raifed a general fcandal and horror through the

whole city in the vulgar, for the profanation

of a religion held the moſt facred of any in

Rome ; in the better fort, for it's offence to good

manners, and the difcipline of the Republic,

ubi velari[b]

pictura jubetur,

Quæcunque alterius fexûs

imitata figuram. eft .

Juven. 6. 339.

Quod quidem facrificium ne-

mo ante P. Clodium in omni

memoria violavit -- quod

fit per virgines Veftales ; fit

pro populo Romano ; fit in

ca domo, quæ eft in impe-

rio; fit incredibili ceremonia ;

fit ei deæ, cujus ne nomen

quidem viros fcire fas eft.

De Harufp . refponf. 17.

[i] P. Clodium, Appii fi-

lium, credo te audiffe, cum

vefte muliebri deprehenfum

domi C. Cæfaris, cum pro

populo fieret, eumque per

manus fervulæ fervatum &

eductum ; rem effe infigni

infamia. Ad Att. 1. 12.

Çafar
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Cefar put away his wife upon it ; and the honeſt

of all ranks were for pufhing this advantage

againſt Clodius as far as it would go, in hopes

to free themſelves by it of a citizen, who by this,

as wellas other specimens of his audacioufnefs, feem-

ed born to create much disturbance to the State [k].

It had been the conftant belief of the populace,

that ifany man should ever pry into thefe mysteries,

be would be inftantly ftruck blind : But it was not

poffible, as Cicero fays, to know the truth of it

before, fince no man, but Clodius, had ever ven-

tureduponthe experiment : though it was now found,

as he tells him, that the blindness of the eyes was

converted to that of the mind [1].

Coff.

PISO,

THE affairwas foon brought before the Senate ; A. Urb. 692.

where it was refolved, to refer it to the College of Cic . 46.

Priests, who declared it to be an abominable impiety ; M. PUPIUS

upon which the Confuls were ordered to provide a

law for bringing Clodius to a trial for it before the M. VALERI-

people [m]. But Q. Fufius Calenus, one of the USMESSALA.

Tribuns, fupported by all the Clodian faction,

would not permit the law to be offered to the fuf-

frage of the Citizens. This raiſed a great ferment

[k] Videbam, illud fcelus

tam importunum, audaciam

tam immanem adolefcentis ,

furentis, nobilis, vulnerati,

non poffe arceri otii finibus :

erupturum illud malum ali-

quando, fi impunitum fuiffet,

ad perniciem civitatis. De

Harufp. refp. 3.

[ ] Aut quod oculos, ut

opinio illius religionis eft,

non perdidifti. Quis enim

ante te facra illa vir fciens

viderat, ut quifquani pœnam,

quæ fequeretur illud fcelus,

fcire poffet ? Ibid. 18.

Pœna omnis oculorum ad

cæcitatem mentis eft con-

verfa. Pro Dom. 40.

[m] Id facrificium cum

Virgines inftauraffent, men-

tionem a Q. Cornificio in

Senatu factam-poft rem ex

S. C. ad Pontifices relatam ;

idque ab eis nefas effe de-

cretum deinde ex S. C..

Confules rogationem promul-

gaffe : uxori Cæfarem nun-

cium remififfe-In hac caufa

Pifo , amicitia P. Clodii

ductus, operam dat, ut ea

rogatio-antiquetur, &c. Ad

Att. 1. 13.

S 4 in
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A. Urb. 692. in the city, while the Senate adhered to their

Cic. 46. former refolution, though the Conful Piſo uſed all
Coff.

M. PUPIUS his endeavours to divert them from it, and Clo-

Piso,
dius in an abject manner threw himſelfat thefeet of

M. VALERI- every Senator ; yet after a fecond debate in a full

USMESSALA . houfe, there were fifteen onely who voted on Clo-

dius's fide, and four bundred directly against him;

fo that a fresh decree paffed, to order the Confuls

to recommend the law to the people with all their

authority, and that no other business fhould be done,

till it was carried [n ] : but this being likely to

produce great diſorders, Hortenfius propofed an

expedient, which was accepted by both parties,

that the Tribun Fufiusfhould publish a lawfor the

trial of Clodius by the Prator with a felett bench

of judges. The only difference between the

two laws was, whether he ſhould be tried by the

people, or by particular judges ; but this, ſays

Cicero, was every thing. Hortenfius was afraid,

left he ſhould efcape in the fquabble, without

any trial ; being perfuaded, that no judges could

abfolve him, and that afword oflead, as he ſaid,

would destroy him : but the Tribun knew that in

fuch a trial there would be room for intrigue,

both in chufing and corrupting the judges, which

Cicero likewife forefawfrom the firft ; and wifhed

therefore to leave him rather to the effect ofthat

odium, in which his character then lay, than bring

him to a trial where he had any chance to eſcape [o],

[2] Senatus vocatur ; cum

decerneretur frequenti Sena-

tu contra pugnante Pifone, ad

pedes omnium figillatim ac-

cedente Clodio, ut Confules

populum cohortarenturad ro-

gationem accipiendam : ho-

mines ad xv. Curioni, nullum

S. C. facienti, affenferunt, ex

CLODIUS'S

altera parte facile cccc. fue-

runt. Senatus decernebat, ut

ante, quam rogatio lata eſſet,

ne quid ageretur. Ibid. 14.

[ ] Poftea vero quam Hor-

tenfius excogitavit, ut legem

de religione Fufius Tribunus

pleb . ferret : in qua nihil a-

liud a Confulari rogatione

diffe-
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Coff.

CLODIUS's whole defenfe was, to prove him- A. Urb. 692.

ſelf abfent at the time of the fact ; for which pur-
Cic. 46.

poſe he produced men to fwear, that he was then M. PUPIUS

at Interamna, about two or three daysjourney from Piso,

the city. But Cicero being called upon to give his M. VALERI-

teftimony, depofed, that Clodius had been with USMESSALA.

bim that very morning at his house in Rome [p].

As foon as Cicero appeared in the court, the Clo-

dian mob began to infult himwith great rudeness ;

but the judges rofe up, and received him with fuch

refpect, that they preſently fecured him from all

farther affronts [9]. Cæfar, who was the moſt

particularlyintereſted in the affair, being fummon-

ed alfo to give evidence, declared, that he knew

nothing at all ofthe matter ; though his mother Au-

relia andfifter Julia, who were examined before him,

bad given a punctual relation of the whole fact: and

being interrogated, how he came then to part withbis

wife? hereplied, that all who belongedto him ought

to be free from fufpicion, as well as guilt [r]. He

fawvery well how the thing was like to turn, and

had no mind to exaſperate a man of Clodius's cha-

differebat, nifi judicum genus

(in eo autem erant omnia)

pugnavitque ut ita fieret ;

quod & fibi & aliis perfuafe-

rat, nullis illum judicibus ef-

fugere poffe ; contraxi vela,

perfpiciens inopiam judicum.

Hortenfius-non vidit il-

lud , fatius effe illum in infa-

mia& fordibus relinqui, quam

infirmojudicio committi . Sed

ductus odio properavit rem

deducere in judicium, cum

illum plumbeo gladio jugula-

tum iri tamen diceret-A me

tamen ab initio confilium

Hortenfii reprehendebatur.

Ad Att. 1. 16.

[ ] Plutarch. in Cic. Val.

Max. 8. 5.

[2]Mevero tefte producto,

Credo te-audiffe, quæ con-

furrectio judicum facta fit, ut

me circumfteterint, &c. Ad

Att. ibid.

[r] Negavit fe quidquam

comperiffe, quamvis & mater

Aurelia, & foror Julia, apud

eofdem judices, omnia ex fide

retuliffent interrogatufque,

cur igitur repudiaffet uxorem ?

Quoniam, inquit, meos tam

fufpicione quam crimine ju-

dico carere oportere. Suet.

J. Cæf. 74.

racter,
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Piso,

A. Urb. 692. racter, who might be ofgood ſervice to him for

Cic. 46.
the advancement of his future projects. Plutarch

Coff.

M. PUPIUS fays, that Cicero himself was urged on to this att

against his will, by the importunity of his wife : a

M. VALERI-fierce, imperious dame,jealous ofClodius'sfifter, whom

USMESSALA.fe fufpected of fome defign to get Cicero from her,

which bythis ftepfhe hoped to make defperate. The

ſtory does not ſeem improbable ; for before the

trial, Cicero owns himſelf to be growing every

day more cool and indifferent about it ; and in his

railleries with Clodius after it, touches uponthe

forward advances which his fifter had made towards

bim ; and at the very time of giving his teftimo-

ny, did it with no fpirit, nor faid any thing more,

as he tells us, than what was fo well known, that

be could not avoid faying it [ s ] .

THE judges feemed to act at firſt with great

gravity ; granted every thing that was aſked by

the profecutors ; and demanded a guard to pro-

tect them from the mob ; which the Senate readily

ordered, with great commendation of their pru-

dence: but when it came to the iffue, twenty-five

onely condemned, while thirty-one abfolved him.

Craffus is faid to have been Clodius's chief ma-

nager, in tamperingwith the judges ; employing

every art and inftrument of corruption, as it fuited

the different tempers of the men ; " and where

66

money would not do, offering even certain

" ladies and young men of quality to their plea-

fure. Cicero fays, that a more fcandalous com-

pany of fharpers never fat down at a gaming-

" table ; infamous Senators, beggarly Knights,

" with a few honeft men among them, whom

66

[ ] Nofmetipfi, qui Ly-

curgei a principio fuiffemus,

quotidie demitigamur. Ad

Att. 1.13.

Neque dixi quicquam pro

teftimonio, nifi quod erat ita

notumatque teftatum, ut non

poffem præterire. Ibid. 16.

" Clodius
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" Clodius could not exclude ; who, in a crew fo A. Urb. 692.

" unlike to themſelves, fat with fad and mourn-
Cic. 46.

Coff.

" full faces, as if afraid of being infected with M. PUPIUS

" the contagion of their infamy ; and that Catu-

86

" lus, meeting one of them, aſked him, what M. VALERI-

they meant by defiring a guard? were they USMESSALA.

" afraid of being robbed of the money which

" Clodius had given them [#]."

THIS tranfaction however gave a very ſerious

concern to Cicero, who laments, " that thefirm

" and quiet ſtate of the Republic, which he had

" eſtabliſhed in his Confulfhip, and which feemed

" to be founded in the union of all good men, was

" now loft and broken, iffome Deity did not in-

66

terpofe, by this finglejudgement; if that, fays

" he, can be called a judgement, for thirty ofthe

" moft contemptible fcoundrels of Rome to vio-

" late all that is juft and facred for the fake of

66
money ; and vote that to be falſe, which all

" the world knows to be true." As he looked

upon himſelfto be particularly affronted by a fen-

tence, given in flat contradiction to his teftimony,

fo he made it his buſineſs on all occafions to dif-

[ ] Nofti Calvum-biduo

per unum fervum, & eum ex

gladiatorio ludo, confecit to-

tum negotium. Arceffivit ad

fe, promifit, interceffit, dedit.

Jam vero (O Dii boni, rem

perditam !) etiam noctes cer-

tarum mulierum, atque ado-

lefcentulorumnobilium intro-

ductiones nonnullis judicibus

pro mercedis cumulo fue-

runt-xxv judices ita fortes

fuerunt, utfummo propofito

periculo vel perire maluerint,

quam perdere omnia. xxxI

fuerunt, quos fames magis

quam fama commoverit.

Quorum Catulus cum vidif-

fet quendam ; Quid vos, in-

quit, præfidium a nobis pof-

tulabatis ? an, ne nummivo-

bis eriperentur, timebatis ?

Maculofi Senatores, nudi

Equites- pauci tamen boni

inerant, quos rejectione fu-

gare ille non poterat ; qui

mæfti inter fui diffimiles &

mærentes fedebant, & conta-

gione turpitudinis vehemen-

ter permovebantur. Ad Att.

1. 16.

play
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Coff.

A. Urb. 692. play the iniquity of it, and to fting the feveral

Cic. 46. actors in it with all the keennefs of his raillery [u].

In a debate foon after in the Senate on the ſtate
M. PUPIUS

Piso, of the Republic, taking occafion to fall upon this

M. VALERI- affair, he " exhorted the Fathers not to be diſcou-

USMESSALA. raged for having received one fingle wound ;

" whichwas of fuch a nature, that it ought nei-

" ther to be diffembled, nor to be feared ; for to

" fear it, was a meannefs ; and not to be fenfible

" of it, a ftupidity : That Lentulus was twice ac-

quitted ; Catiline alfo twice ; and this man was

" the third, whom a bench of judges had let

" looſe upon the Republic. But thou art mif-

" taken, Clodius, fays he ; the judges have not

" referved thee for the city, but for a priſon :

they defigned thee no kindneſs by keeping thee

" at home, but to deprive thee of the benefit of

" an exil. Wherefore, Fathers, roufe your ufual

<<
vigor; reſume your dignity ; there ſubſiſts ſtill

" the fame union among the honeft ; they have

" had indeed a freſh ſubject of mortification, yet

" their courage is not impaired by it : no new

" mifchiefhas befallen us ; but that onely, which

lay concealed, is now difcovered, and by the

" trial of one defperate man, many others are

" found to be as bad as he [x]."

66

CLODIUS, not caring to encounter Cicero by

formal fpeeches, chofe to teize him with raillery,

and turn the debate into ridicule. You are a fine

Gentleman indeed, fays he, and have been at Baia.

That's not fo fine, replied Cicero, as to be caught at

the mysteries of the Goddess. But what, fays he,

bas a clown of Arpinum to do at the bot wells? Afk

that friend of yours, replied Cicero, who had a

[u] Infectandis vero, exa- fis ac fautoribus illius victoriæ

gitandifque nummariisjudici- agenciar eripui. Ibid.

bus, omnem omnibus ſtudio- [x] Ibid.

month's
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Cic: 46.

USMESSALAT

month's mind to your Arpinum clown [y] . You have A. Urb. 692..

bought a house, fays he [z] : You should havefaid, Coff.

Judges, replied Cicero : Thofe judges, fays he, M. PUPIUS

would not believe you upon your oath: Yes, replied Piso,

Cicero, twenty-five ofthemgave credit to me ; while M. VALERI

the reft would not give any to you, but madeyoupay

your money beforehand. This turned the laugh fo

ftrongly on Cicero's fide, that Clodius was con-

founded, andforced to fit down [a]. But beingnow

declared enemies, they never met without fome

ftrokes of this kind upon each other ; which, as

Cicero obferves, muſt needs appear flat in the nar-

ration, fince all their force and beauty depended on

the fmartness of the contention, and the Spirit with

which they were delivered [b] .

THE prefent Confuls were M. Pupius Pifo and

M. Meffala; the first ofwhom, as foon as he en-

tered into office, put a flight affront upon Cicero :

for his opinion having been afked always the firft

by the late Confuls, Pifo called upon him onely

the fecond, on Catulus the third, Hortenfius the

fourth: This, he ſays, did not difplease him, fince it

left him more at liberty in his voting andfreed him

from the obligation ofany complaifance toa man whom

be defpifed [ c]. This Conful was warmly in the

interefts of Clodius ; not fo much out of friend-

ſhip, as a natural inclination to the worst fide : for

[ ] This is fuppofed to re-

fer to his fifter Clodia, a lady

famous forher intrigues ;who

had been trying all arts to

tempt Cicero to put away

Terentia, and to take her

for his wife.

[z] Though Clodius re-

proaches Cicero for the extra-

vagant purchaſe of a houſe,

yet he himſelf is ſaid to have

given afterwards near four

times as much for one, viz.

about 119,000 1. fterling.

Plin. Hift. N. 1. 36. 15 .

[a ] Ad Att. 1. 16.

[6] Nam cætera non pof-

funt habere neque vim, ne-

que venuftatem, remoto illo

ftudio contentionis . Ibid.

[c] Ibid. 13,

according
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Cic. 46.

Coff.

M.PUPIUS

A. Urb. 692. according to Cicero's account of him, he was a

man " ofa weak and wicked mind ; a churliſh,

" captious fneerer, without any turn of wit ; and

PISO, " making men laugh by his looks rather than

M. VALERI-" jefts ; favoring neither the popular, nor the

SMESSALA.“ ariftocratical party ; from whom no good was

" to be expected, becauſe he wifhed none ; nor

" hurt to be feared, becauſe he durft do none ;

" whowould have been more vicious, by having

" one vice the lefs, floth and laziness, &c. [d] .

Cicero frankly uſed the liberty, which this Con-

ful's behaviour allowed him, ofdelivering his fen-

timents without any referve ; giving Pifo himſelf

no quarter, but expofing every thing that he did

and faid in favor of Clodius, in fuch a manner, as

to binder the Senate from decreeing to him the pro-

vince ofSyria, whichhadbeen defigned andin aman-

ner promiſed to him [e]. The other Conful, Mef-

fala, was of a quite different character ; afirm and

excellent magiftrate, in the true interefts ofhis coun-

try, and a conftant admirer and imitator of Ci-

cero [f].

ABOUT this time Cicero is fuppofed to have

made that elegant oration, ftill extant, in the de-

fenfe of his old Preceptor, the Poet Archias: he

expected for his pains an immortality offamefrom"

[d] Neque id magis ami-

citia Clodii ductus, quam ftu-

dio perditarum rerum, atque

partium. Ibid. 14.

Conful autem ipfe parvo

animo & pravo ; tantum ca-

villator genere illo morofo,

quod etiam fine dicacitate ri-

detur ; facie magis, quam

facetiis ridiculus : nihil agens

cum Repub. fejunctus ab opti-

matibus : a quo nihil fperes

boni Reipub. quia non vult ;

nihil metuas mali, quia non

audet. Ibid. 13.

Uno vitio minus vitiofus,

quod iners, quod fomni ple-

Ibid. 14.nus.

[e] Confulem nulla in re

confiftere unquamfumpaffus:

defponfam homini jam Syri-

am ademi. Ibid. 16.

[] Meffala Conful eft e-

gregius, fortis, conftans, di-

ligens, noftri laudator, ama-

tor, imitator. Ibid. 14.

the
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Coff.

the praife of Archias's mufe ; but by a contrary fate A. Urb: 692 .

of things, inftead of deriving any addition of Cic. 46.

glory from Archias's compofitions, it is wholly M.PUPIUS

owing to his own, that the name of Archias has Piso,

not long ago been buried in oblivion. From the M. VALERI-

great character given by him of the talents and US MESSALA..

genius of this Poet, we cannot help regretting the

intire lofs of his works: he had fung in Greek verſe

the triumphs ofMarius over the Cimbri, and ofLu-

cullus over Mithridates ; and was now attempting

the Confulship of Cicero [g] : but this perifhed with

the reft, or was left rather unfiniſhed and inter-

rupted by his death, fince we find no farther men-

tion of it in any of Cicero's later writings.

POMPEY the Great returned to Rome about

the beginning of this year, in the heigth of his

fameand fortunes, from the Mithridatic war. The

city had been much alarmed about him by various

reports from abroad, and ſeveral tumults athome ;

where a general apprehenfion prevailed, of his

coming atthehead ofan army to take the government

into his bands [b] . It is certain, that he had it

nowin his power to make himſelf Master ofthe

Republic, without the hazard even of a war, or

any oppofition to controul him. Cæfar, with the

Tribun Metellus, was inviting him to it, and had

no other ambition at preſent than to ſerve under

[g] Nam & Cimbricas res

adolefcens attigit, & ipfi illi

C. Mario, qui durior ad hæc

ftudia videbatur , jucundus

fuit.

Mithridaticum vero bel-

lum, magnum atque difficile

-totum ab hoc expreffum

eft ; qui libri non modo L.

Lucullum-verum etiam po-

puli Rom. nomen illuſtrant.

-Nam quas res in Confulatu

noftro vobifcum fimul pro fa-

lute urbis atque imperii~

geffimus, attigit hic verfibus

atque inchoavit : quibus au-

ditis, quod mihi magna res

& jucunda vifa eft, hunc ad

perficiendum hortatus fum.

Pro Archia, 9. 11 .

[b] Plutarch. in Pomp

3
him:



270 The HISTORY of the Life

Cic. 46.
Coff.

M.Pupius

A. Urb. 692. him : but Pompey wastoo phlegmatic to be eaſily

induced to fo defperate a refolution ; or feems ra-

ther indeed to have had no thoughts at all of that

Piso, fort, but to have been content with the rank

M. VALERI- which he then poffeffed, of the firft Citizen of

VIMESSALA. Rome, without a rival. He had lived in a perpe-

tual courſe of fuccefs and glory, without anyflur

either from the Senate or the people, to infpire

him with fentiments of revenge, or to give him a

pretenfe for violent meaſures ; and he was per-

fuaded, that the growing diforders of the city

wouldfoon force all parties to create himDictator,

for the fettlement of the state ; and thought it of

more honor to his character to obtain that power

by the confent of his citizens, than to extort it

from them by violence. But whatever apprehen-

fions were conceived of him before his coming,

they all vaniſhed at his arrival ; for he no fooner

fet foot in Italy, than be disbanded his troops, giving

them orders onely to attend him in his Triumph; and

with a private retinue purfued his journey to

Rome, where the whole body of the people came

out to receive him with all imaginable gratulations

and expreffions ofjoyfor his happy return [i] .

By his late victories he had greatly extended

the barrier of the empire into the continent of

Afia, having added to it three powerfull King-

doms [k], Pontus, Syria, Bithynia, which he re-

duced to the condition of Roman Provinces ; leav-

ingall the other Kings and nations ofthe Eaft tribu-

tary to the Republic, as far as the Tigris. Among

his other conquefts he took the city ofJerufalem,

by the opportunity of a conteft about the crown

between the two brothers Hircanus and Ariftobulus :

[i] Plutarch. in Pomp.

[ ] UtAfia, quæimperium

antea noftrum terminabat,

nunc tribus novis provinciis

ipfa cingatur. De Provin.

Confular. 12.

3
The
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Cic. 46 .

Coff.

M. PUPIUS

The lower Town was furrendered to him with A. Urb . 692 .

little or no oppofition ; but the Fortress oftheTem-

ple coft him afiege of three months ; nor would he

have taken it then fo eafily, as Dio tells us [], PISO,

had it not been for the advantage, that the besieged M. VALERI-

gave him bythe obfervance oftheir weekly Sabbaths, US MESSALA,

on which they abstained fo religiously from all work,

as to neglect even their neceffarydefenfe . He fhewed

great humanity to the people, and touched no

part of thefacred treasure, or veffels ofgold, which

were ofan immenfe value [m] ; yet was drawn by

his curiofity into fuch aprofanation of theirTemple,

as mortified them more than all that they had fuf-

fered bythe war : for in taking a view ofthe build-

ings, he entered with his officers, not onely into the

Holy Place, where none but the Priests, but into the

Holy of Holies, where none but the High Priest was

permitted by the law to enter : by which act, as a

very eminent writer, more piouſly perhaps than

judiciouſly remarks, he drew upon himselfthe curfe

of God, and never profpered afterwards [n ] . He

carried Ariftobulus and his children prifoners toRome,

for the ornament ofhis Triumph ; and fettled Hir-

canus in the government and the High Priesthood,

but fubject to a tribute. Upon the receipt ofthe

public letters, which brought the account ofhis

fuccefs, the Senate paffed a decree, that, on all

festival days, he should have the privilege to wear a

laurel crown with his General's robe ; and in the

Equestrian races of the Circus, his triumphal habit:

an honor, which when he had once ufed, to fhew

his gratefull fenfe of it, he ever after prudently

declined ; fince without adding any thing to his

[/]. Dio, I. 37. p. 36 .

[m] At Cn. Pompeius, cap-

tis Hierofolymis, victor ex

illo fano nihil attigit. Pro

VOL. I.

Flacc . 28.

[ ] Prideaux. Connect,

par . 2. p . 343 .

T
power,
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A. Urb. 692. power, it could ferve onely to encreaſe the envy,

Cic. 46. which manywere endeavouring to ftir up againſt

Coff. him [o].

M. PUPIUS

PISO,
Onthe merit oftheſe great fervices he did many

M. VALERI- acts abroad of a very extraordinary nature ; gave

USMESSALA . what laws he pleaſed to the whole East ; diftri-

buted the conquered countries at diſcretion tothe

Kings and Princes who had ferved him in the

wars ; built twenty-nine new cities, or colonies ;

and divided to each private foldier about fifty

pounds fterling, and to his officers in proportion ;

lo that the whole of his donative is computed to

amount to above three millions ofour money[p].

His first bufinefs therefore after his return, and

what he had much at heart, was to get theſe alts

ratifyed by public authority. The popular faction

promiſed him every thing, and employed all their

fkill to divert him from an union with Cicero and

the Senate, and had made a confiderable impref-

fion upon him : but he found the ſtate of things

very different from their reprefentations ; faw

Cicero ftill in high credit ; and by his meansthe

authority of the Senate much refpected ; which

obliged him to uſe great management, and made

him fo cautious of offending any fide, that he

pleafed none. Cicero fays of his firſt ſpeech, that

it was neither agreeable to the poor, nor relished by

the rich; difappointed thefeditious, yet gave no fa-

tisfaction to the boneft [ q ] . As he happened to

come homein thevery heat of Clodius's affair, fo

he was preſently urged by both parties to declare

for the one or the other. Fufius, a buſy factious

Tribun, demanded of him before thepeople, what

[el Dio, 1. 37. p. 39.

[P] Plin. Hift. 1. 37. 2 .

Appian. de bell . Mithridat.

[4] Prima concio Pompeii

-non jucunda miferis, inanis

improbis, beatis non grata,

bonis non gravis. Itaque fri-

gebat, Ad Att. 1. 14.

be
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Cic. 46.

be thought ofClodius's being tried by the Prætor and A. Urb. 692 .

a bench ofJudges ? To which be answered very ari- Coff.

ftocratically, as Cicero calls it ; That he had ever M. PUPIUS

taken the authority ofthe Senate to be of the greatest PISO,

weight in all cafes. And when the Conful Meffala M. VALERI-

aſked him in the Senate, what his opinion was ofUS MESSALA .

that profanation of religion, and the law propofed

about it? he took occafion, without entering into

particulars, to applaud in general all that the Senate

had done in it ; and upon fitting down, told Cicero,

who fat next to him, that he had now faid enough,

be thought, to fignify his fentiments ofthe matter [r] .

CRASSUS obferving Pompey's referve, refolved

to push him to a more explicit declaration, or to

get the better of him at least in the good opinion

of the Senate ; rifing up therefore to fpeak, be

launched out, in a very high ftrain, into the praiſes

of Cicero's Confulfhip ; declaring himſelf indebted to

it, for his being at that time a Senator and a Citi-

zen; nay, for his very liberty and his life ; and that

as often as hefaw his wife, his family, and his coun-

try, fo oftenbefaw his obligations toCicero. This

difcompofed Pompey, who was at a lofs to under-

ftand Craffus's motive ; whether it was to take the

benefit ofan opportunity, which he had omitted, ofin-

gratiating himself with Cicero ; or that he knew

Cicero's acts to be in high esteem, and the praiſe of

them very agreeable to the Senate ; and it piqued

him the more, for it's coming from a quarter,

whence it was leaft to be expected ; from one,

whom Cicero out of regard to him had always

treated with a particular flight. The incident how-

ever, raiſed Cicero's fpirits, and made him exert

himſelf before his new bearer, Pompey, with all

[r] Mihique, ut affedit,

dixit, fe putare fatis ab fe

etiam de iftis rebus effe re-

fponfum . Ib.

T 2 the
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Coff.

M. PUPIUS

PISO,

A. Urb. 692. the pride of his eloquence : his topics were, the

Cic. 46. firmness and gravity ofthe Senate ; the concord ofthe

Equestrian order ; the concurrence of all Italy ; the

lifeless remains of a baffled confpiracy ; the peace and

M. VALERI- plenty which had fince fucceded : all which he dif-

USMESSALA, played with his utmoft force, to let Pompey fee

his afcendant ſtill in that affembly, and how much

he had been impofed upon bythe accounts of his

new friends [s ]. Pompey likewiſe on his fide

began preſently to change his tone, and affected

on all public occafions to pay fo great a court to

Cicero, that the other faction gave him the nick-

name of Cnæus Cicero : and their feeming union

was fo generally agrecable to the city, that they

were both ofthem conftantly clapped, whenever they

appeared in the Theater, without a bifs from any

quarter [t] . Yet Cicero eaſily diſcovered that all

this outward civility wasbut feigned and artificial ;

that he wasfull ofenvy within, and had no good in-

tentions towards the public ; nothing candid or fin-

cere ; nothinggreat, generous, or free in him [u].

THERE was one point which Pompey refolved

to carry this fummer, against the univerfal incli-

[] Proxime Pompeium fe-

debam intellexi hominem

moveri ; utrum Craffum inire

eam gratiam, quam ipfe præ-

termitiffet.

Ego autem, Dii boni, quo-

modo ένεπεςπεςευσάμην novo

auditoriPompeio? ----Hæcerat

motos, de gravitate Ordi-

nis, de Equeftri concordia, de

confenfione Italiæ, de im-

mortuis reliquiis conjuratio-

nis, de vilitate, de otio . Ad

Att. 1. 14.

[ ] Ufque eo, ut noftri

illi comiffatores conjuratio-

2

nis, barbatuli juvenes, illum

in fermonibus CNÆUM CI-

CERONEM appellent . Itaque

& ludis & gladiatoribus mi-

randas ἐπισημασίας, fine ulla

paftoricia fitula, aufercba-

mus . Ibid. 16.

[ ] Nos, ut oftendit, ad-

modum diligit-aperte lau-

dat ; occulte, fed ita utper-

fpicuum fit, invidet : nihil

come, nihil fimplex, nihil i

rois chilixos honeftum , nihil

illuftre, nihil forte, nihil li-

berum . Ibid. 13 .

nation
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Coff.

M. PUPIUS

US MESSALA.

nation ofthe city ; the election ofL. Afranius, one A. Urb. (92 .

of his creatures, to the Confulfhip : in which he

fights, fays Cicero, neither with authority, nor in-

tereft , but with what Philip of Macedon took every PISO,

fortress, into which he could drive a loaded afs [x]. M. VALERI-

Plutarch fays, that he himself diſtributed the money

openly in his own gardens : but Cicero mentions it

as a current report, that the Conful Pifo had under-

taken to divide it at his boufe : which gave birthto

two new laws, drawn up by Cato and his brother

in law Domitius Ahenobarbus, and ſuppoſed to

be levelled at the Conful ; the one ofwhich gave

a liberty to fearch the boufes even ofMagiftrates,

on informations of bribery ; the other declared all

thofe enemies to the State, at whofe houfes the dividers

of money were found [y]. Pompey however ob-

truded Afranius upon the city, by which he dif

gufted all the better fort both of the Senate and

people [z].

He had been making preparation all this fum-

mer for his Triumph, which he deferred to his

birth-day, the thirtieth ofSeptember ; having refided

in the mean while, as ufual, in the fuburbs : fo

that the Senate and people, in compliment tohim,

held their affemblies generally, during that time,

without the walls ; fome of which are mentioned

to have been in the Flaminian Circus [ a] . His

[x] Ineo neque auctoritate,

neque gratia pugnat; fed qui-

bus Philippus omnia caftella

expugnari poffe dicebat, in

quæmodo afellus onuftus auro

poffet afcendere. Ibid . 16 .

[ ] Conful autem ille-

fufcepiffe negotium dicitur,

& domi divifores habere : fed

S. Ca duojam factafunt odio-

fa , quòd in Confulem facta

T 3

putantur, Catone & Domitio

poftulante, &c. Ibid. 16.

[x] Conful eft impofitus

nobis, quem nemo præter nos

philofophos afpicere fine fu-

fpiratu poffet. Ibid. 18 .

[a ] Fufius in concionem

produxit Pompeium ; res age .

batur in Circo Flaminio . lb.

14.

Triumph
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Coff.

A. Urb. 692. Triumph lafted twodays, andwasthemost fplendid

Cic. 46. which had ever been feen in Rome : be built a

M. PUPIUS Temple to Minerva out of the fpoils, with an in-

fcription giving a fummary of his victories : That

M. VALERI- be badfinished a war of thirtyyears ; had vanquished,

USMESSALA .flain, and taken two millions, one hundred and eighty

PISO,

three thousandmen ; funk or taken eight hundredand

fortyfix fhips ; reduced to the power of the Empire

a thousand five hundred and thirty eight towns and

fortreffes ; andfubdued all the countries between the

lake Maotis and the Red-Sea[b].

QUINTUS CICERO, who, by the help and in-

tereft of his brother, was following him ata proper

diſtance, through all the honors of the State, ha-

ving been Prætor the last year, now obtained the

government of Afia ; a rich and noble Province,

comprehending the greateſt part of what is called

Afia Minor. Before he went to take poffeffion of

it, he earneſtly preffed Atticus, whoſe fifter he

married to go along with him as one ofhis Lieu-

tenants ; and refented his refuſal ſo heinouſly, that

Cicero had no fmall trouble to make themfriends

again. There is an excellent letter on this ſubject

from Cicero to Atticus ; which I cannot forbear

inferting, for the light which it gives us into the

genuin character of all the three, as well as of

[6] CN. POMPEIUS . CN . F. MAGNUS . IMP ,

BELLO. XXX . ANNORUM . CONFECTO.

FUSIS. FUGATIS . OCCIS13. IN DEDITIONEM

ACCEPTIS . HOMINUM . CENTIES . VICIES.

SEMEL. CENTENIS. LXXXIII.M .

DEPRESSIS AUT CAPT . NAVIBUS. DCCCXLVI ,

OPPIDIS . CASTELLIS . M.D.XXXVIII .

IN FIDEM RECEPTIS .

TERRIS . A. MEOTI. LACU . AD RUBRUM,

MARE. SUBACTIS .

VOTUM. MERITO . MINERVÆ .

Plin. Hift. N. 7. 26,

other
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other great men of thoſe times, with a fhort ac- A. Urb. 692 .

count alfo ofthe preſent ſtate of the Republic.

Cicero to Atticus.

" I PERCEIVE from your letter, and the copy

" ofmybrother's, whichyou fent with it, a great

" alteration in his affection and fentiments with

regard to you : which affects me with all that

concern, which my extreme love foryou both

ought to give me ; and with wonder at the

" fame time, what could poffibly happen either

66

66

66

to exafperate him fo highly, or to effect fo

66 great a change in him. I had obferved indeed

" before, whatyou alſo miftrufted at yourleaving

" us, that he had conceived fome fecret difguft,

" which fhocked and filled his mind with odious

66

•

Cic. 46 .

Coff.

M. PUPIUS

PISO,

M. VALERI-

US MESSALA.

fufpicions: which though I was often attempt-

ing to heal, and efpecially after the allotment

" of his Province, yet I could neither diſcover

" that his refentment was fo great, as it appears

" to be from your letter, nor find, that what I

" faid had fo great an effect upon him as I wiſhed.

" I comforted myſelf howeverwith a perfuafion,

" that he would contrive to fee you at Dyrrha-

" chium, or fome otherplace in thoſe parts ; and

" inthat cafe made no doubt, but that all would

" be fet right ; not onely by your diſcourſe and

" talkingthe matter over between yourſelves, but

" bythe very fight and mutual embraces ofeach

"other: for I need not tell you, who know it

" as well as myſelf, what a fund of good nature

" and fweetness of temper there is in mybrother,

" andhowapt he is, both to take and to forgive

" an offence. But it is very unlucky, that you

" did not fee him ; fince, by that means, what

" others have artfully inculcated has had more in-

" fluenceᎢ 4
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A. Urb. 692.

Cic. 46.

Coff.

M. PUPIUS

Piso,

M. VALERI imagine, than to write ; being afraid, left,

USMESSALA . " while I am excufing my own people, I fhould

" be too fevere upon yours ; for as I take the cafe

" to be, ifthofe of his own family did not make

" the wound, they might at leaſt have cured it.

" Whenwe fee one another again , I fhall explane

fluence on his mind, than either his duty, or

" his relation to you, or your old friendſhip,

" which ought to have had the moſt . Where

" the blame of all this lies, it is eaſier for me to

<<

66

to you more eafily the fource ofthe whole evil,

" which is fpread fomewhat wider than it ſeems

to be. As to the letter which he wrote to you

fromTheffalonica, and what you fuppofe him

" to have faid of you to your friends at Rome,

" and on the road, I cannot conceive what could

move him to it. But all my hopes of making

"this matter cafy depend on your humanity: for

" ifyou will but reflect, that the beſt men are

" often themoft eafy, both to be provoked, and

" to be appealed ; and that this quickneſs, if I

" mayfo call it, or flexibility of temper, is gene-

" rally the proof of a good nature ; and above

" all, that we ought to bear with one another's

infirmitics or faults, or even injuries ; this trou-

" blefome affair, I hope, will foon be made up

" again. I beg of you that it may be fo. For it

" oughtto be my fpecial care, from the fingular

" affection which I bear to you, to do every thing

in mypower, that all, who belong to me, may

" bothlove and be beloved by you. Therewas

" nooccafion for that part ofyour letter, in which

" youmentionthe opportunities, whichyou have

" omitted, of employments both in the City and

" the Provinces , as well at other times, as in

" myConfulfhip : I amperfectly acquainted with

" the ingenuity and greatness of your mind , and

66 never
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" never thought, that there was any other differ- A. Urb. 692.

Cic. 46.

" encebetweenyouandme,butin a different choice Coff.

" and method of life : whilft I was drawn, by a M. PUPIUS

" fort of ambition, to the defire and purfuit of Piso,

" honors ; you, by other maxims, in no wife M. VALERI

" blameable, to the enjoyment of an honorable USMESSALA.

< 6 retreat. But for the genuin character of pro-

bity, diligence, exactnefs ofbehaviour, I neither

" prefer myſelf, nor any man elfe to you : and as

" for love to me, after my brother and myown.

<<

family, I give you always the first place . For

" I faw, and faw it in a manner the moſt affect-

" ing, both your follicitude and your joy, in all

" the various turns ofmy affairs ; and was often

" pleafed, as well with the applaufe, which you

" gave me in fuccefs, as the comfort, which you

" adminiftred in my fears: and even now, in

" the time of your abfence, I feel and regret the

lofs, not onely of your advice, in which you

" excell all ; but of that familiar chat with you,

" in which I uſed to take fo much delight.

" Where then fhall I tell you that I moſt want

you? in public affairs ? where it can never be

66

66
permitted to me to fit idle ; or in mylabors at

" the bar? which I fuftained before through am-

" bition ; but now, to preferve my dignity or

66

in my domeftic concerns ? where, though I

" always wanted your help before, yet fince the

departure ofmybrother, I now ſtand the more

" in need of it. In fhort, neither in my labors,

" nor reft ; neither in bufinefs, nor retirement ;

neitherin the Forum, nor at home ; neither in

66
public, nor in private affairs, can I live any

" longer without your friendly counfil, and en-

" dearing converfation. We have often been re-

" ftrained, on both fides, by a kind of fhame,

" from explaning ourſelves on this article ; but I

་ was
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Coff.

M. PUPIUS

Piso,

66

66

was nowforced to it by that part of yourletter,

" inwhich youthought fit to juftify yourſelfand

your way oflife to me.-But to return to my

" brother; in the prefent ftate of the ill humor

M. VALERI- " which he expreffes towards you, it happens

USMESSALA. however conveniently, that your refolution of

" declining all employments abroad was declared

" and known long beforehand, both to me and

your other friends ; fo that your not being now

" together cannot be charged to any quarrel or

66 rupture between
you, but to your judgement

" and choice of life. Wherefore both this breach

" inyour unionwill undoubtedly be healed again,

" and your friendſhip with me remain for ever

" inviolable, as it has hitherto been.- We live

" here in an infirm, wretched, tottering Republic :

" for you have heard, I gueſs, that our Knights

66 are nowalmoft disjoined again from the Senate.

" The first thing which they took amifs, was the

" decree for calling the judges to account, who

" had taken money in Clodius's affair : I hap-

pened to be abfent when it paffed ; but hear-

" ingafterwards that the whole order refented it,

" though without complaining openly, Ichid the

" Senate, as I thought, with great effect ; and in

" a cauſe not very modeft, fpoke forcibly and

" copiouſly. They have now another curious

" petition, ſcarce fit to be endured ; whichyet I

" not onely bore with, but defended. The

" company, who hired the Afiatic revenues of

" the Cenfors, complained to the Senate, that,

" through too great an eagerness, theyhad given

" more for them than they are worth, and

begged to be releaſed from the bargain. I was

" their chief advocate, or rather indeed the fe-

" cond; for Craflus was the man, who put them

upon making this requeft. The thing is odious
66

" and
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" and fhamefull, and a public confeffion of their A. Urb. 692.

" raſhneſs: but there was great reafon to appre-
Cic. 46.

" hend, that if they ſhould obtain nothing, they M. PUPIUS

" would be wholly alienated from the Senate ; fo Piso ,

" thatthis point alfo was principally managed byM. VALERI-

For, on the firft and fecond of Decem- USMESSALA.

" ber, Ifpoke a great deal on the dignity ofthe

" two orders, and the advantages of the concord

" between them, and was heard very favorably

" me.

in a full houſe. Nothing however is yet done;

" but the Senate appears well difpofed : for Me,

" tellus, the Conful elect, was the onely one, who

66

66

ſpoke againſt us ; though that Hero of ours,

" Cato, was going alſo to ſpeak, ifthe ſhortnefs

" of the day had not prevented him. Thus, in

purfuit of my old meaſures, I am fupporting,

as well as I can, that concord which my Con

fulfhip had cemented : but fince no great ftrefs

can now be laid upon it, I have provided

myſelfanother way, and a fure one, I hope, of

" maintainingmyauthority ; which I cannot well

66

66

explane by letter, yet will give you a ſhort hint

❝ofit. I am in ftrict friendship with Pompey-

" Iknow already what you fay-and will be upon

66 myguard, as far as caution can ferve me ; and

" give you a farther account, fome other time,

" ofmy prefent conduct in politics . You are to

" know, in the mean while, that Lucceius de-

figns to fue directly for the Confulfhip ; forhe

will have, it is faid, but two competitors :

" Cæfar, by means of Arrius, propoſes to join

" with him; and Bibulus, by Pifo's mediation,

" thinks of joining with Cæfar. Do you laugh

" at this? Take my word for it, it is no laugh-

❝ing matter. What fhall I write farther? What?

" There are many things ; but for another occa-

" fion, If you would have us expect you, pray

let
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66

" let me know it : at prefent I fhall beg onely

modeftly, what I defire very earnestly, that

you wouldcome as foon as poffible. December

" the fifth [c]."

As to the petition of the Knights, mentioned in

this letter, Cato, when he came afterwards to

fpeak to it, oppofed it fo refolutely, that he pre-

vailed to have it rejected : which Cicero often con-

demns, as contrary to all good policy ; and com-

plains fometimes in his letters, that Cato, though

he was the onely man who had any regard for the Re-

public, yet frequently did mischief, by pursuing bis

maxims abfurdly, and without any regard to the

times [d] : and upon a review of the tranfactions

which had paffed fince his Confulfhip, and the

turn which the public affairs were then taking,

he feems to foretell, that the Republic could not

ftand much longer ; fince this very year had over-

thrown the two main pillars of it, which he had

been erecting with fuch pains ; the authority of the

Senate, and their union with the Knights [e].

Q. CECILIUS METELLUS and L. Afranius

were now Confuls. The firſt had been Prætor in

Cicero's Confulfhip, and commanded an army

US METEL against Catiline, and was an excellent Magiſtrate

LUS CELER, and true Patriot ; a firm oppofer of all the facti-

Q. CÆCILI-

L. AFRANI-

US.

[c] Ad Att. 1. 17.

[ d] Unus eft, qui curet,

conftantia magis & integri-

tate, quam, ut mihi videtur,

confilio & ingenio, Cato ; qui

miferos publicanos, quos ha-

buit amantiffimos fui, tertium

jam menfem vexat, neque eis

a Senatu refponfum dari pati-

Ad Att. 1. 18. it. 2. 1 .

[e] Nam ut ea breviter,

tur.

quæ poft difceffum tuum acta

funt, colligam, jam exclames

neceffe eft, res Romanas diu-

tius ftare non poffe .

Sic ille annus duo firma-

menta Reipub. per me unum

conitituta, evertit : nam &

Senatus auctoritatem abjecit,

& Ordinum concordiam dif-

junxit. Ad Att . 1. 18.

ous,
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ous, and a profeffed enemy always to Pompey ; in A. Urb. 693 .

which he was the more heated by a private refent-

ment of the affront offered to his fifter Mucia, Q. CECILI-

whom Pompey had lately put away [f]. His Us METEL-

partner, Afranius, was the creature of Pompey's LUS CELER,

power; but ofno credit or fervice to him, on the ac- L. AFRANI-

count ofbisluxury and laziness ; beingfonder ofballs, us.

than of bufinefs. Cicero calls him a Conful, whom

none but a Philofopher could look upon without figh-

ing ; a Soldier without fpirit ; and aproper butt for

the raillery of the Senate, where Palicanus abuſed

him every day to his face ; and fo ftupid, as not to

know the value of what he hadpurchaſed [g] .

By the help of this Conful and fome ofthe Tri-

buns, Pompey imagined, that he ſhould readily

obtain the ratification of his acts, together with an

Agrarian law, which he was pushing forward at

the fame time, for the diftribution of lands to his

foldiers ; but he was vigorously oppoſed in them

both by the other Conful Metellus, and the gene-

rality of the Senate [b] . Lucullus declared, that

they ought not to confirm his acts in the grofs, as if

they receivedthemfrom a master, but to confider them

[f] Metellus eft Conful

egregius, & nos amat, &c.

Ib. 18, 19, 20. Dio, 1. 37 .

P. 52.

[g] Quem nemo præter

nos Philofophos afpicere fine

fufpiratu poffet.

Auli autem filius , ô dii im-

mortales ! quam ignavus &

fine animo miles ! quam dig-

nus, qui Palicano, ficut facit,

os ad male audiendum quoti-

die præbeat !

Ille alter ita nihil eft, ut

plane quid emerit, nefciat .

Auli filius vero ita fe gerit,

ut ejus Confulatus non Con-

fulatus fit, fed magni noſtri

лúmor. Ad Att. ib. Dio,

ib .

[b] Agraria autempromul-

gata eft a Flavio, fane levis,

&c. Ad Att . 1. 18.

Agraria lex a Flavio Tri-

buno pleb. vehementer agita-

batur, auctore Pompeio :-

Nihil populare habebat præ-

ter auctorem :-Huic toti ra-

tioni agrariæSenatus adverſa-

batur, fufpicans Pompeio no-

vam quandam potentiam

quæri . Ibid. 19 .

Separately,
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Coff.

Q. CÆCILI-
was the

A. Urb. 693.feparately, and ratify thofe onely which were foundto

Cic. 47. be reaſonable [ i]. But the Tribun Flavius, who

of the law, impatient of thispromotor

US METEL- Oppofition, and animated by Pompey's power, had

LUS CELER,the hardiness to commit Metellus to Priſon ; and

L. AFRANI- when all the Senate followed, and refolved to go to

us.

prifon too, be clapt his chair at the prifon-door to

keepthemout : but this violence gave fuch a gene-

ral fcandal to the city, that Pompey found it ad-

vifable to draw off the Tribun, and release the Con-

ful [k]. In order to allay thefe heats, Cicero of-

fered an amendment to the law, which fatisfied

both parties, byfecuring thepoffeffions of all private

proprietors, and bindering the public lands from be-

ing given away: his propofal was, that out ofthe

new revenues, which Pompey had acquired to the Em-

pire, five years rents fhould be fet apart to purchaſe

lands for the intended diftribution [ I ] . But the pro-

grefs of the affair was fufpended by the fudden a-

larm ofaGallic war, which was always terrible to

Rome, and being now actually commenced by

feveral revolted nations , called for the immediate

care and attention of the Government [m].

THE Senate decreed the two Gauls feverally to

the two Confuls ; and required them to make levies

without any regard to privilege, or exemption from

[i] Dio, 1. 37. 52.

[k] Ibid.

Exhac ego lege, fe-

cunda concionis voluntate ,

omnia tollebam quæ ad pri-

vatorum incommodum perti-

nebant.--Unam rationem non

rejiciebam, ut ager hac ad-

ventitia pecunia emeretur,

que ex novis vectigalibus per

quinquennium reciperetur.

Magna cum Agrariorum gra-

tia confirmabam omnium pri-

vatorum poffeffiones , ( is enim

eft nofter exercitus, hominum,

ut tute fcis, locupletium) po-

pulo autem & Pompeio (nam

id quoque volebam) fatisfa-

ciebam emptione. Ad Att.

1. 19.

[m] Sed hæc tota res inter-

pellata bello refrixerat . Ad

Att . 1. 19.

Service:
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US.

Coff.

Service: and that three Senators fhould be chofen by A. Urb. 693.

lot, one of them of Confular rank, to be fent with Cic. 47.

a public character to the other Gallic cities, to dif- Q. CECILI-

fuade them from joining in the war. In the allot- US METEL-

ment of thefe embaffadors, the first lot happened LUS CELER,

to fall upon Cicero ; but the whole affembly remon- L. AFRANI-

ftrated against it, declaring his prefence to be necef-

fary at Rome, and that he ought not to be employed

onfuch an errand. The famething happened to

Pompey, on whom the next lot fell, who was re-

tained alfo with Cicero, as two pledges of the public

Safety[n] . The three at laſt cholen were Q. Me-

tellus Creticus, L. Flaccus, and Lentulus. The

Tranfalpine Gaul, which was the feat of the war,

fell to the lot of Metellus ; who could not contain

hisjoy upon it for the profpect of glory which it

offered him. Metellus, fays Cicero, is an admi-

rable Conful: Iblame him onely in one thing, for not

feeming pleafed with the news ofpeace from Gaul.

He longs, I fuppofe, to triumph. I wish that he

was as moderate in this, as he is excellent in all o-

ther respects [o].

CICERO now finiſhed in the Greek language, and

in the ſtile and manner of Ifocrates, what he calls

a Commentary or Memoirs ofthe tranfactions of his

Confulfhip; and fent it to Atticus, with a defire, if

he approved it, to publish it in Athens andthe cities

[2] Senatus decrevit, ut

Confules duas Gallias forti-

rentur ; delectus haberetur ;

vacationes ne valerent ; legati

cum auctoritate mitterentur,

qui adirent Galliæ civitates.--

Cum de Confularibus mea

prima fors exiffet, una voce

Senatus frequens me in urbe

retinendum cenfuit. Hoc

idem poft me Pompeio acci-

dit ; ut nos duo, quafi pig-

nora Reipub. retineri videre-

mur. Ibid.

[o] Metellus tuus eft egre-

gius Conful : unum reprehen-

do, quod otium e Gallia nun-

ciari non-magnopere gaudet.

Cupit, credo, triumphare.

Hoc vellem mediocrius ; ca-

tera egregia . Ibid. 20.

2
of
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Cic. 47.

Q. CÆCILI-

US.

A. Urb. 693.ofGreece. He happened to receive a piece at the

fame time, and on the fame ſubject, from Atticus,
Coff. which he rallies as rough and unpoliſhed, and with

US METEL- out any beauty, but it's fimplicity. He fent his own.

LUS CELER, work alfo to Pofidonius of Rhodes, and begged

L. AFRANI- that he would undertake thefame argument in a more

elegant and masterly manner.
But Pofidonius an-

fwered him with a compliment, that instead of

being encouraged to write by the perufal ofhis piece,

be was quite deterred from attempting it. Upon

which Cicero fays jocofely, that he had confounded

the whole Greek nation, and freed himself from the.

importunityofthofe little wits, who hadbeen teizing

bim folong, to be employed in writing the history of

his alts [p] . What he fays in excufe for taking

that tafk upon himſelf, is, that it was not a pane-

gyric, but a hiftory ; which makes our lofs of it the

greater, fince it must have given a more exact ac-

count ofthofe times, than can nowbe poffibly had,.

in an entertaining work, finifhed with care and ele-

gance ; which not onely pleafed himſelf,as itfeems

to have done very highly, but, as he tells us,

every body elfe : If there be any thing in it, fays

he, which does not feem to be good Greek, or polite

enough to please your taft, I will not fay what Lu-

cullus told you of his own history at Panormus, that

be bad fcattered fome barbarifms in it, on purpoſe to

make it appear to be the work of a Roman : for if

[ ] Tua illa-horridula

mihi atque incompta vifa

funt: fed tamen erant ornata

hoc ipfo, quod ornamenta ne-

glexerant & ut mulieres,

ideo bene olere, quia nihil

olebant, videbantur.-Ad me

refcripfit jam Rhodo Pofido-

nius, fe noftrum illud zép-

pa cum legeret,-non modo

non excitatum ad fcriben-

dum, fed etiam plane perter-

ritum effe .-ConturbaviGræ-

cam nationem : ita vulgo qui

inftabant, ut darem fibi quod

ornarent, jam exhibere mihi

modeftiam deftiterunt .

Att. 2. 1 .

Ad

any
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any thing of that kindfhould befound in mine, it is A. Urb: 693

not with defign, but contrary to my intention [q].

Cic. 47.

Ꮜ Ꮪ .

Coff.

UPON the plan of thefe Memoirs, he compofed Q. CECILI-

afterwards a Latin poem in three books, in which he us METEL

carried down the hiftory to the end of his exil, but LUS CELER,

did not venture to publifh it till feveral years after: LAFRANI-

Not that he was afraid, he fays, of the resentment

of those whom he had lafhed in it, for he had done

that part very fparingly, but of thofe rather whom

be bad not celebrated, it being endless to mention all

who had been ferviceable to him [ r ] . This piece is

alſo loft, except a fewfragments fcattered in dif

ferent parts of his other writings. The three books

were ſeverally inſcribed to three of the Mufes ; of

which his brother expreffes the higheſt approba-

tion, and admonishes him to bear in mind what

Jupiter recommends in the end of Urania, or the

fecondbook; which concluded probably with fome

moral leffon, not unlike to what Calliope pre-

ſcribes in the third [s].

[9] Commentarium Con-

fulatus mei Græce compofi-

tum ad te mifi : in quo fi quid

erit, quod homini Attico mi-

nus Græcum, eruditumque vi-

deatur, non dicam, quod tibi,

ut opinor, Panormi Lucullus

de fuis hiftoriis dixerat, fe,

quo facilius illas probaret Ro-

mani hominis effe ,idcirco bar-

bara quædam & coxa dif-

perfiffe. Apud me fi quid erit

ejufmodi, me imprudente e-

rit & invito. Att. 1. 19.

[r] Scripfi etiam verfibus

tres libros de temporibus me-

is, quosjam pridem adte mi-

VOL. I.

fiffem, fi effe edendos putaf-

fem-fed quia verebar non

eos, qui fe læfos arbitraren-

tur, etenim id feci parce &

molliter ; fed eos, quos erat

infinitum bene de me meritos

omnes nominarë. Ep. fam.

1. 9.

[ ] Quod me admones de

noitra Urania, fuadefque ut

meminerim Jovis orationem ,

quæ eft in extremo illo libro' :

ego vero memini, & illa om-

nia mihi magis fcripfi, quami

cæteris. Ep. ad Quint. frat.

2. 9. Vid. Att. 2. 3. DeDi-

vin. I. 11.

U Interea
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A. Urb. 693.

Cic. 47-

Coff.

Q. CÆCILI-

US METEL-

LUSCELER,

L. AFRANI-

Us.

Interea curfus, quos primâ aparte juventæ,

Quofque adeo Conful virtute animoque petiſti,

Hos retine; atque augefamam laudefque bonorum.

That noble courſe, in which thy earlieſt youth

Was train'd to virtue, liberty, and truth,

In which, when Conful, you fuch honor won,

While Rome with wonder and applauſe look'd on,

The famepurfue ; and let eachgrowingyear.

Afresh encreafe offame andglory bear.

He publiſhed likewife atthis time a Collection ofthe

principal Speeches which he had made in bis Conful-

hip, under the title of bis Confular Orations: He

chofe to make a feparate volume of them, as De-

mofthenes had done of his Philippics, in order to

give a fpecimen of his civil orpolitical talents ; be

ing of a different manner, he ſays, from the dry and

crabbedftile ofthe Bar, andfhewing, not onely bow be

Spoke, but bow be acted. The two first were against

the Agrarian law ofRullus ; the one to the Senate,

the other to the People : the third on the tumult

about Otbo : the fourth, for Rabirius : the fifth,

to the fons ofthe profcribed : the fixth, upon his re-

figning the province of Gaul : the feventh, eighth,

ninth, and tenth, on the affair ofCatiline : with

two more ſhort ones, as appendixes to thofe ofthe

Agrarian law. But of these twelve, four are in-

tirely loft ; the third, fifth, and fixth, with one of

the fhort ones ; and fome of the reſt left maimed

and imperfect. He publiſhed alfo at this time in

Latin verfe a tranflation of the Prognoftics of Ara-

tus, whichhe promiſes to fend to Atticus with the

volume ofhis orations [ t] ; of which work there

[] Fuit enim mihi com-

modum, quod in eis oratio-

are

nibus, quæ Philippicæ nomi-

nantur, enituerat civis ille

tuus
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are onely two or three fmall fragments now re- A. Urb. 6934

maining.

CLODIUS, who had been contriving all this

while how to revenge himſelf on Cicero, began

now to give an opening to the ſcheme, which he

had formed for that purpofe. His project was, to

get himself chofen Tribun, and in that office to

drive him out ofthe city, by the publication of a

law, whichby fome ftratagem or other he hoped

to obtrude upon the people [ u ] . But as all Pa

tricians were incapable of the Tribunate, by it's ori-

ginal inftitution, fo his firft ftep wasto make him-

felf a Plebeian, by the pretenfe of an adoption into

a Plebeianboufe, which could notyet be done with-

out the fuffrage of the people. This cafe was

wholly new, and contrary to all the forms ; want-

ing every condition , and ferving none ofthe ends,

which were required in regular adoptions ; ſo that

on the firſt propofal it feemed too extravagantto

be treated feriouſly, and would foon have been

hiffed off with ſcorn, had it not been concerted

and privatelyfupported by perfons of much more

weight than Clodius. Cæfar was at the bottom

of it, and Pompey fecretly favored it not that

they intended to ruin Cicero, but to keep him

onely under the lafh ; and if they could not draw

him into their meafures, or make him at leaſt fit

quiet, to let Clodius loofe upon him. The folli-

tuus Demofthenes, & quod fe

ab hoc refractariolo judiciali

dicendi genere abjunxerat, ut

σεμνότερος τις δε πολιτικώτερα

videretur, curare, ut meæ

quoque effent Orationes, quæ

Confulares nominarentur.-

Hoc totum ope curabo ut

habeas: & quoniam te cum

fcripta, tum res meæ delec-

tant iifdem librisperfpicies, &

quæ geflerim, & quæ dixe-

rim. Att. 2. I.

Prognoſtica mea com ora

tiunculis propediem expccta.

Ibid.

[ ] Ille autem nonfimulat,

fed plane Tribunus pleb. fieri

cupit. Ad Att. 2. 1.

U 2 citor

Cic. 47.

Coff.

Q. CÆCILI

us METEL-

LUS CELER,

L. AFRANIA

US.
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Coff.

A. Urb. 693. citor of it was one Herennius, an obfcure, hardy

Cic. 47. Tribun, who firft moved it to the Senate, and af-

Q. CECILI- terwards to the people, but met with no encou-

US METEL- ragement from either : for the Conful Metellus,

LUS CELER, though brother in law to Clodius, warmly oppoſed

L. AFRANI it [x] ; and declared, that he would strangle him

U2.

fooner with his own bands, than fuffer him to bring

fuch a difgrace upon his family [y]: yet Herennius

perfifted to prefs it, but without any visible effect

or fuccefs ; and fo the matter hung through the

remainder of the year.

CICERO affected to treat it with the contempt,

which it ſeemed to deferve ; fometimes rallying

Clodius with much pleaſantry, fometimes admo-

nifhing him with no lefs gravity : he told him in

the Senate, that his attempt gave him no manner

of pain ; and that it should not be any more in his

power to overturn the State, when a Plebeian, than

it was inthe power of the Patricians of the fame

Stamp in the time of his Confulfhip [z] . But what-

ever face he put outwardly on this affair, it gave

him a real uneaſineſs within, and made him unite

himſelf more cloſely with Pompey, for the be-

nefit of his protection againſt a ſtorm, which he

faw ready to break upon him ; while Pompey,

ruffled likewife by the oppofition of the Senate,

was as forward on his fide to embrace Cicero,

as a perfon neceffary to his interefts. Cicero

however imagining, that this ftep would be cen-

fured by many, as a deſertion of his old prin-

[x] Verum præclare Me-

tellus impedit & impediet.

Ibid.

[y] Qui Conful incipien-

tem furere atque conantem,

fua fe manu interfecturum,

audiente Senatu dixerit. Pro

Calio, 24.

[z] Sed neque magnopere

dixi effe nobis laborandum,

quod nihilo magis ei licitu-

rum effet Plebeio Rempub.

perdere, quam fimilibus ejus

me Confule Patriciis effet li-

citum. Ad Att. 2. 1.

ciples,
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Cic. 47.

US

ciples, takes frequent occafion to explane the A. Urbi 693.

motives of it to his friend Atticus, declaring, Coff.

" that the abfolution of Clodius, the alienation Q. CÆCILI-

" ofthe Knights, the indolence and luxury ofthe Us METEL-

" Confular Senators, who minded nothing but LUS CELER,

" their fifh-ponds, their carps and mullets, and L. AFRANI-

" yet were all envious of him, made it neceffary

" for him to feek fome firmer fupport and al-

liance. That in this new friendship he fhould

" attend ſtill to what the Sicilian wagg Epichar-

-

mus whiſpered, Be watchfull and diftruft, for

" thofe are the nerves of the mind [a ] ." On

another occafion he obferves, " That his union

" with Pompey, though uſefull to himſelf, was

" more uſefull to the Republic, by gaining a

" man of his power and authority, who was

" wavering and irrefolute, from the hopes and

..

66

intrigues of the factious : that if this could

" not have been done without drawing upon

" himſelfa charge of levity, he would not have

purchaſed that, or any other advantage at

" fuch a price ; but he had managed the matter

" fo, as not to be thought the worfe citizen for

joining with Pompey, but Pompey himſelf

" thebetter, by declaring for him.-That fince

" Catulus's death, he ftood fingle and unfup-

ported by the other Confulars in the caufe of

" the aristocracy ; for, as the Poet Rhinton fays,

" Some ofthem were goodfor nothing, others cared

66

66

ut

[a] Cum hoc ego me tanta

familiaritate conjunxi,

uterque noftrun in fua ra-

tione munitior, & in Repub.

firmior hac conjunctione effe

poffit.

Et fi iis novis amicitiis

implicati fumus, ut crebro

mihi vafer ille Siculus, in-

fufurret Epicharmus, canti-

lenum illam fuam :

U 3

Νάψε και μέμνασ' ἀπορεῖν .

άρθρα ταῦτα των φρενών .

Ad Att. 1. 19.

66

for

US.
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Cic. 46.

Coff.

66
A. Urb. 693. " for nothing [ b]. But how much thefe fifh-

mongers of ours envy me, fays he, I will

QCACILI " write you word another time, or referve it to

ys METEL-" our meeting. Yet nothing fhall ever draw

LUSCELER, " me away from the Senate ; both becauſe it is

L. APRANI- right, and moft agreeable to my intereft, and

US.

6

•

that I have no realon to be diſpleaſed with the

" marks of refpect which they give me [c] "

In a third letter, he fays, " You chide me

" gently for my union with Pompey: I would

" not have you to think, that I fought it onely

" for my own fake ; but things were come to

" fuch a crifis, that if any difference had hap-

" pened between us, it muſt have caufed great

" disturbance in the Republic ; which I have

" guarded againſt in fuch a manner, that without

" departing from my own maxims, I have ren-

" dered him the better, and made him remit

" fomewhat of his popularity : forfor you muſt

"know, that he now fpeaks of my acts, which

" many have been incenfing him againft, much

" more gloriouſly than he does of his own ;

" and declares, that he had onely ſerved the

State fuccefsfully, but that I had faved it [d].

" What good this will do to me, I know not ;

will certainly do much to the Republic.

" if I could make Cæfar alfo a better ci-

[6] Illud tamen velim

exiftimes, me hanc viam op-

timatium poft Catuli mortem

nec præfidio ullo nec comitatu

tenere. Nam ut ait Rhin-

ton, ut opinor,

ad te alias, aut in congref

fum noftrum refervabo . A

curia autem nulla me res di-

vellet. Ibid.

[d] Quem de meis rebus,

in quas multi eum incitarant,

Οἱ μὲν παρ᾽ ἐδὲν εἰσιν, οἷς multo fcito gloriofius, quam

1 δ' ἐδὲν μέλει . de fuis prædicare. Sibi enim

bene geftæ, mihi confervatæ

Reipub. dat teftimonium. Ib.

Ad Att. 1. 20.

[c] Mihi vero ut invideant

pifcin.rii noftri, aut fcribam
2.1.

" tizen,
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66

Cic. 46.
Coff.

Q. CACILI

" tizen, whoſe winds are now very profperous ; A. Urb. 693.

" fhould I do any great harm by it ? Nay, if

" there were none who really envied me, but all

were encouraging me as they ought, it would US METEL-

66 yet be more commendable to heal the viciated LÙS CELER,

parts of the State, than to cut them off: but I.. AFRANI-

now, when that body of Knights, who were

" planted by me in myConfulfhip, with you at

" their head, as our guard in the Capitol, have

" deferted the Senate, and our Confulars place

..

66

their chief happiness in training the filh in

"their ponds to feed from their hands, and

" mind nothing elfe ; do not you think, that I

" am doing good fervice, by managing fo, that

" thofe, who can do miſchief, will not ? For as

"to our friend Cato, you cannot love him more

" than I do ; yet, with the beſt intentions and

" the greateſt integrity, he often hurts the Re-

36

86

66

US.

public ; for he delivers his opinion, as if it

" were in the polity of Plato, not in the dregs

" ofRomulus [e]. What could be more juft, than

" to call thoſe to an account, who had received

moneyforjudging? Cato propofed, the Senate

agreed to it : the Knights prefently declared

war againſt the Senate, not againſt me ; for I

was not ofthat opinion. What more impudent,

" than to demand a releaſe from their contract ?

yet it was better to fuffer that lofs, than to

" alienate the whole order : but Cato oppofed

" it, and prevailed ; fo that now, when the

" Confulwas thrown into prifon, as well as in all

" the tumults which have lately happened, not

" one ofthem would ftir a foot ; though under

86

66

[ ] NamCatonem noftrum

non tu amas plus, quam ego.

Sed tamen ille optimo animo

utens, & fumma fide, nocet

interdum Reipub. dicit enim

tanquam in Platonis teig,

non tanquam inRomuli fæce,

fententiam. Ad Att. 1. 2 .

66 me,U4
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A. Urb . 693. me, and the Confuls who fucceded me, they

had defended the Republic fo ſtrenuouſly,

Cic. 47:

Coff. " &c. [f].

Q. CECILI-

US METEL- IN the midft of theſe tranſactions, Julius

LUS CELER, Cæfar returned from the government of Spain,

L. AFRANI- which had been allotted to him from his Prator-

US.

Ship,with great fame both for his military and poli-

tical acts. He conquered the barbarous nations by

his arms, and civilized them by his laws ; andhav-

ingfubduedthe whole country asfar as theOcean, and

been faluted Emperor by thefoldiers, cameaway in all

baft to Rome, to fue at the fame time for the double

bonor of a Triumph and the Confulship [g]. But

his demand of the firft was, according to the uſual

forms, incompatible with his pretenfions to the

fecond; fince the one obliged him to continue

without the city, the other made his preſence

neceffary within : fo that finding an averſion in

the Senate to difpenfe with the laws in his favor,

hepreferred the folid to the fpecious, and dropt the

Triumph, to lay hold on the Confulfhip [b]. He

defigned L. Lucceius for his Collegue, and pri-

vately joined interefts with him, on condition

that Lucceius, who was rich, fhouldfurnish money

fufficient to bribe the Centuries. But the Senate,

always jealous of his defigns, and fearing the

effects of his power, when fupported by a Col-

[f] Reflitit & pervicit

Cato . Itaque nunc, Confule

in carcere inclufo, fæpe item

feditione commota, afpiravit

nemo corum, quorum ego

concurfu, itemque Confules,

qui poft me fuerunt, Rem

pub. defendere folebant. Ad

Att. 2. 1.

[ g ] Jura ipforum per-

u iffu ftatuerit ; inveteratam

quandam barbariam ex Ga-

ditanorum moribus & difci-

plina delerit . Pro Balbo, 19.

Pacatâque provinciâ, pari

fettinatione, non expectato

fucceffore, ad triumphum

fimul confulatumque deceffit.

Sueton. J. Cæf. 18. Vid . it.

Dio . 1. 37. P. 54.

[b] Dio, ibid.

legue
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Cic. 47.

legue fubfervient to his will, efpoufed the other A. Urb. 693.

candidate, Bibulus, with all their authority, and Coff.

made a common purfe to enable him to bribe as Q. CECILI-

bigh as his competitors ; which Cato himself is faid vs METEL-

to have approved [i] . By this means they got LUS CELER,

Bibulus elected, to their great joy; a man firm

to their interefts, and determined to obftruct all

the ambitious attempts ofCæfar.

UPON Cæfar's going to Spain, he had engaged

Craffus to ftand bound for him to his creditors, who

were clamorous and troublefome, as far as two

bundred thousand pounds sterling : fo much did be

want to be worth nothing, as he merrily faid of

himſelf [k]. Craffus hoped, by the purchaſe of

his friendſhip, to be able to make head againſt

Pompey in the adminiftration of public affairs :

but Cæfar, who had long been courting Pompey,

and laboring to difengage him from an unionwith

Cicero and the aristocratical intereft, eafily faw,

that as things then ftood, their joint ſtrength

would avail but little towards obtaining what

they aimed at, unleſs they could induce Pompey

alfo to join with them : on pretence therefore of

reconciling Pompey and Craffus, who had been

conftant enemies, he formed the project of a

triple league between the three ; by which they

fhould mutually oblige themselves to promote each

other's Intereft, and to act nothing but by common

[] Pactus ut is, quoniam

inferior gratia effet, pecunia-

que polleret, nummos de fuo,

communi nomine per centu-

rias pronunciaret . Qua cog-

nita re, Optimates, quos

metus ceperat, nihil non au-

furuni eum in fummo magi-

ftratu, concordi & confen-

tiente collega, auctores Bibulo

fuerunt tantundum polli-

cendi : ac plerique pecunias

contulerunt ; ne Catone qui-

dem abnuente eam largitio-

nem e Repub. fieri . Sueton.

ib . 19.

[*] Plutarch. in Cæf. Ap-

pian . de bello civ. z . p . 432.

Sueton . ib. 18.

US

L. AFRANI-

agreement :

US.
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A. Usb. 693. agreement : to this Pompey eafily confented, on

Cic. 47. account of the diſguſt which the Senate had im-

Q. CACILI- politicly given him, by their perverfe oppofition

es METEL-to every thing which he defired or attempted in

LUSCELER, the State.

L. APRANI

US.
THIS is commonly called thefirft Triumvirate ;

which was nothing elſe in reality but a traiterous

Confpiracy of three, the moft powerfull Citizens

of Rome, to extort from their country by vio-

lence what they could not obtain by law. Pom-

pey's chief motive was, to get his alts confirmed

by Cæfar in bis Confulfbip Cafar's, by giving way

to Pompey's glory, to advance bis own ; and Craf

fus's, to gain that afcendant, which he could not

fuftain alone, by the authority of Pompey and the

vigor ofCafar [1]. But Cæfar, who formed the

fceme, eafily faw, that the chief advantage of

itwould neceffarily redound to himſelf: he knew,

that the old enmity between the other two,

though it might be palliated, could never be

healed without leaving a fecret jealouſy between

them; and as by their common help he was fure

to make himſelf fuperior to all others, fo by ma-

naging the one againſt the other, he hoped to

gain at laſt a fuperiority alfo over them both [m].

Tocement this union therefore the more strongly

by the ties of blood as well as intereft, he gave

Hoc concilium Pom-

peius habuerat, ut tandem

acta in tranfmarinis provinciis

per Cæfarem confirmarentur

Confulem : Cæfar autem,

quod animadvertebat, fe ce-

dendo Pompeii gloriæ auc-

turum fuam ; & invidia com-

munis potentiæ in illum re-

legata, confirmaturum vires

fuas: Craffus, ut quem prin-

cipatum folus affequi non

poterat, auctoritate Pompeii,

viribus teneret Cæfaris. Vell.

Pat. 2. 44.

[m] Sciebat enim, fe alios

facile omnes ipforum auxilio,

deinde ipfos etiam, unum

per alterum, haud multo

poftea fuperaturum effe, Dio,

1. 37. 55-

his
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his daughter Julia, a beautifull and accompliſhed A. Urb. 693.
Cic. 46.

young lady, in marriage to Pompey: and from Coff.

this æra all the Roman writers date the origin of Q. CECILI

the civil wars, which afterwards enfued, and the US METEL-

fubversion of the Republic, in which they end- LUS CELER,

ed [n].
L. AFRANI-

tu caufa malorum

Falta tribus dominis communis Roma

LUCAN. 1. 85.

Hence flow'd our ills, bence all that civilflame,

WhenRome the commonflave of three became.

CICERO might have made what terms he

pleaſed with the Triumvirate ; been admitted

even a partner of their power, and a fourth in

their league ; which feemed to want a man ofhis

character to make it complete. For while the

reft were engaged in their governments, and the

command of armies abroad, his authority would

have been of fingular ufe at home, to manage

the affairs of the city, and follicit what they had

to tranſact with the Senate or People. Cæfar

therefore was extremely defirous to add him to

the party, or to engage him rather in particular

meaſures with himſelf ; and no fooner entered

into the Confulfhip, than he fent him word by

their common friend Balbus, that he would be

governed in every ftep by bim and Pompey, with

bom be would endeavour to join Craffus too [o].

But

[n] Inter eum & Cn . Pom-

peium & M. Craffum inita

potentiæ focietas, quæ urbi

orbique terrarum, nec minus

diverfoquoque tempore, eti-

am ipfis exitiabilis fuit. Vell.

Pat. 2. 44.

Motum ex Metello confule

civicum, &c.

Hor. Carm. 2, 1.

[ ] Cæfar Conful egit eas

res, quarum me participem

effe voluit-me in tribus fibi

conjunctiffimis Confularibus

effe

US.
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Coff.

A. Urb. 693. But Cicero would not enter into any engagements

Cic. 47 jointly with the Three, whofe union he abhorred ;

Q. CÆCILI- nor into private meafures with Cæfar, whofe in-

US METEL-tentions he always fufpected . He thought Pompey

LUS CELER, the better citizen of the two ; took his views to

L. AFRANI- be lefs dangerous, and his temper more tracta-

US.

ble ; and imagined, that a feparate alliance with

him would be fufficient to fkreen him from the

malice of his enemies. Yet this put him under

no fmall difficulty : for if he oppofed the Trium-

virate, he could not expect to continue well with

Pompey; or, ifhe ferved it, with the Senate :

in the firft, he faw his ruin ; in the fecond, the

lofs of his credit. He chofe therefore, what the

wife will always chufe in fuch circumſtances, a

middle way; to temper his behaviour fo, that

with the conftancy of his duty to the Republic, be

might have a regard alfo to his fafety, by remitting

fomewhat of his old vigor and contention, without

fubmitting to the meanness of confent or approba-

tion ; and when his authority could be of no use to

bis country, to manage their new maſters fo, as not

to irritate theirpower to his own deſtruction ; which

was all that he defired [p]. This was the ſcheme

of politics, which, as he often laments, the

effe voluit. De Provinc . Con-

fular. 17.

Nam fuit apud me Corne-

lius, hunc dico Balbum , Cæ-

faris familiarem . Is affirma-

bat, eam omnibus in rebus

meo & Pompeii confilio ufu-

rum, daturumque operam ut

cum Pompeio Craffum con-

jungeret. Hic funt hæc. Con-

junctio mihifummacumPom

peio ; fi placet etiam cum

Cæfare. Ad Att. 2. 3.

[ ] Nihil jam a me afpe-

rum in quenquam fit, nec

tamen quidquam populare ac

diffolutum ; fed ita temperata

tota ratio eft, ut Reip. con-

ftantiam præftem, privatis

rebus meis, propter infirmi-

tatem bonorum, iniquitatem

malevolorum, odium in me

improborum ; adhibeam

quandam cautionem.

1. 19.

Att.

weakness
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Cic. 47-

weakness of the boneft , the perverfeness of the en- A. Urb. 693.

vious, and the hatred of the wicked obliged him to

purſue.

Coff.

Q. CECILI

US.

ONE of his intimate friends, Papirius Pætus, us METEL-

made him a prefent about this time of a collecti- LUS CELER,

on of books, which fell to him by the death of L. AFRANI-

his brother Servius Claudius, a celebrated fcholar

and critic of that age [9]. The books were all

at Athens, where Servius probably died ; and

the manner in which Cicero writes about them to

Atticus, fhews what a value he fet upon the pre-

fent, and what pleaſure he expected from the uſe

of it.

66

" PAPIRIUS PATUS, fays he, an honeſt

" man, who loves me, has given me the books,

" which his brother Servius left ; and fince your

"agent Cincius tells me, that I may fafely take

" them by the Cincian law [r], I readily figni-

" fied my acceptance of them. Now if you

" love me, or know that I love you, I beg of

you to take care by your friends, clients, hoſts,

" freedmen, flaves, that not a leaf of them be

" loft.
I am in extreme want both of the

" Greek books, which I gueſs, and the Latin,

" which I know him to have left: for I find

66 more and more comfort every day, in giving

" all the time, which I can ſteal from the Bar,

" to thoſe ſtudies. You will do me a great plea-

" fure, a very great one, I affure you, by fhew-

ing the fame diligence in this, that you ufual-66

[9] Ut Servius, frater tu-

us, quem literatiffimum fuiffe

judico, facile diceret, hic

verfus Plauti non eft. Ep.

fam. 16.

[r] The pleaſantry, which

Cicero aims at, turns on the

9.

3

name of Atticus's agent be-

ing the fame with that of

the author of the law ; as if

by being of that family, his

authority was a good war-

rant fortakinganyprefent.

ly
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A. Urb. 694.

Cic. 48 .

Coff.

C. JULIUS

CESAR,

M. CAL-

PURNIUS

BIBULUS.

" lyly do in all other affairs, which you take me

" to have much at heart, &c. [s].

WHILE Cicero was in the country in the end

of the year, his Architect Cyrus was finiſhing

for him at Rome fome additional buildings to his

houſe on mount Palatin : but Atticus, who was

just returned from Athens, found great fault

with the fmallness of the windows ; to which

Cicero gives ajocofe anfwer, bantering both the

objection of Atticus, and the way of reaſoning

ofthe architects: You little think, fays he, that in

finding fault with my windows, you condemn the

inftitution of Cyrus [t] ; for when I made the

fame objection, Cyrus told me, that the prospect of

the fields did not appear to fuch advantage through

larger lights. For let the eye be A; the object

B, C; the rays D, E ; you fee the rest . If vifion

indeed were performed, as you Epicureans bold,

by images flying offfrom the object , thofe images

would be well crowded in fo ftrait a paſſage ;

but if by the emiffion of rays from the eye, it

will be made commodiously enough. If you find

any other fault, you shall have as good as you

bring unless it can be mended without any coft to

me [u] .

CESAR and Bibulus entered now into the

Confulfhip, with views and principles wholly

oppofite to each other ; while the Senate were

pleafing themſelves with their addrefs, in pro-

curing one Conful of their own, to check the

ambition of the other, and expecting now to

reap the fruit of it. But they prefently found

upon a trial, that the balance and conftitution of

[s] Ad Att. 1. 20.

[] Referring to the cele-

brated piece of Xenophon,

called by that name.

[u] Ad Att. 2. 3.

the
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the Republic was quite changed by the over- A. Urb. 694

bearing power of the Three ; and that Cæfar Cic. 48.

was too ftrong to be controuled by any of the C. Jus

Coff

legal and ordinary methods of oppofition : he CESAR

had gained feven of the Tribuns, of whomM. Cal-

Vatinius was the captain of his mercenaries ; PURNIUS

whoſe taſk it was to fcour the ftreets, fecure BIBULNS

the avenues of the Forum, and clear it by a fu-

perior force of all, who were prepared to oppoſe

them.

CLODIUS, in the mean time, was puſhing on

the affair of his adoption ; and folliciting the peo

ple to confirm the law, which he had provided

for that purpoſe. The Triumvirate pretended to

be against it, or at leaſt to ſtand neuter ; but

were watching Cicero's motions, in order to take

their meaſures from his conduct, which they did

not find ſo obfequious as they expected. In this

interval it happened, that C. Antonius, Cicero's

collegue, who had governed Macedonia from

the time of his Confulfhip, was now impeached

and brought to a trial for the male-adminiſtration

of his Province ; and being found guilty, was

condemned to perpetual exil. Cicero was his

advocate, and, in the courfe of his pleading,

happened to fall, with the ufual freedom , into

complaint of the times and the oppreffion of the Re-

public, in a ftyle that was interpreted to reflect

feverely upon their prefent rulers. The ftory

was carried directly to Cæfar, and reprefented to

him infuch colors, that he refolved to revenge it

preſently on Cicero, by bringing on Clodius's

law ; and was fo eager in it, that he inſtantly

called an affembly of the people, and being af

fifted by Pompey, as Augur, to make the act

legal and aufpicious , got the adoption rati-

3

fied
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A. Urb . 694.fied by the people through all the forms [x],

Cic. 48. within three bours from the time of Cicero's

Speaking.

Coff.

C. JULIUS

CÆSAR,

M. CAL-

PURNIUS

BIBULUS.

BIBULUS, who was an Augur too, being ad-

vertiſed of what was going forward, fent notice

to Pompey, that be was obferving the beavens and

taking the aufpices, during which function it was

illegal to tranfact any bufinefs with the peo-

ple [y]. But Pompey, inſtead of paying any

regard to his meffage, gave a fanction to the pro-

ceding, by prefiding in it ; fo that it was carried

without any oppofition. And thus the bow, as

Cicero calls it, which had been kept bent against

bim and the Republic, was at laft discharged [z] ;

and a plain admonition given to him, what he

had to expect, if he would not be more com-

plying. For his danger was brought one ſtep

nearer, by laying the Tribunate open to Clodius ,

whoſe next attempt might probably reach home

to him. Thefe laws of Adoption were drawn up

in the ftile of a petition to the people, after the

following form .

[x] Hora fortaffe fexta

diei queftus fum in judicio,

cum C. Antonium defen-

derem, quædam de Repub.

quæ mihivifa funt ad caufam

miferi illius pertinere. Hæc

homines improbi ad quof-

dam viros fortes longe aliter

atque a me dicta erant, detu-

lerunt. Hora nona, illo ipfo

die, tu es adoptatus. Pro

Dom. 16. Vid. Sueton. J.

Cæf. zo.

[y] Negant fas effe agi

cum populo cum de cœlo fer-

vatum fit. Quo die de te

lex curiata lata effe dicatur,

audes negare de cœlo effe

fervatum? Adeft præfens vir

fingulari virtute- M. Bi-

bulus : hunc Confulem illo

ipfo die contendo fervaffe de

cœlo. Pro Dom. 15.

[*] Fuerat ille annus

tanquam intentus arcus in

me unum, ficut vulgo rerum

ignari loquebantur, re qui-

dem vera in univerfam Rem-

pub. traductione ad plebem

furibundi hominis. Pro Sext.

7.

May
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Cic. 48 .

May it pleafe you, Citizens, to ordain, that A. Urb. 694 .

P. Clodius be, to all intents and purposes of law, Coff.

as truly the fon of Fonteius, as if he were begotten C. JULIUS

of his body in lawfull marriage ; and that Fonteius CESAR,

have thepower of life and death over him, as much M. CALPUR-

as a father bas over a proper fon : this, Citi-

zens, I pray you to confirm in the manner in which

it is defired [a}.

THERE were three conditions abfolutely necef-

fary to make an act of this kind regular : firft,

that the adopter fhould be older than the adopted,

and incapable of procreating children, after having

endeavoured it without fuccefs whenhe was capable:

fecondly, that no injury or diminution should be

done to the dignity, or the religious rites of either

family: thirdly, that there fhould be no fraud or

collufion in it; nor any thing fought by it, but the

genuin effects of a real adoption. All theſe par-

ticulars were to be previouſly examined by the

College of Priests ; and if after a due inquiry

they approved the petition, it was propoſed to

the fuffrage of the citizens living in Rome, who

voted according to their original divifion into

thirty Curia, or wards, which feem to have been

analogous to our parishes [b] ; where no buſineſs

however could be tranfacted, when an Augur or

Conful was obferving the heavens. Now in this

adoption of Clodius, there was not one of theſe

conditions obferved : the College of Priests was

not fo much as confulted ; the adopter Fonteius bad

[a] The Lawyers and all

the later writers, from the

anthority of A. Gellius call

this kind ofadoption, which

was confirmed by a law of

the people, an Adrogation :

but it does not appear, that

there was any fuch diftincti-

VOL. I.

on in Cicero's time, who, as

oft as he ſpeaks of this act,

either to the Senate or the

people, never uſes any other

term, than that ofAdoption.

Vid. A. Gell . 1. 5. 19.

[b] Comitiis Curiatis.

X
a wife

NIUS BIBU

LUS.
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Coff.

A. Urb. 694. a wife and children ; was a man obfcure and un-

Cic. 48. known, not full twenty years old, when Clodius was

C. JULIUS thirty five, and a Senator of the nobleft birth in

CÆSAR, Rome nor was there any thing meant by it,

M. CALPUR- but purely to evade the laws, and procure the

NIUS BIBU- Tribunate : for the affair was no fooner over,

LUS.

than Clodius was emancipated, or fet free again.

by his new father from all his obligations [c ].

But thefe obftacles fignified nothing to Cæfar,

who always took the 'fhorteft way to what he

aimed at, and valued neither forms nor laws, when

he had a power fufficient to controul them.

BUT the main trial of ftrength between the

two Confuls was about the promulgation of an

Agrarian law, which Cæfar had prepared, for

diftributing the lands of Campania to twenty thou-

fand poor citizens, who had each three children or

more. Bibulus muftered all his forces to oppoſe

it, and came down to the Forum full of courage

and refolution, guarded by three of the Tribuns

and the whole body of the Senate ; and as oft as

Cæfar attempted to recommend it, he as often

interrupted him, and loudly remonftrated againſt

it, declaring, that it fhould never paſs in his

year. From words they foon came to blows ;

where Bibulus was roughly handled, his Fafces

broken, pots of filth thrown upon his head ; his

three Tribuns wounded, and the whole party driven

[ ]Quodjus eftadoptionis,

Ponutices? Nempe, ut is

adoptet, qui neque procreare

liberos jam poffit, & cum po-

tuerit, fit expertus. Quæ

denique caufa cuique adop-

tionis, quæ ratio generum ac

dignitatis , quæ facrorum,

quæri a Pontificum collegio

jolet. Quid eft horum in ifta

adoptione quæfitum ? Adop-

tat annos viginti natus, etiam

minor, Senatorem . Libe-

rorumne caufa ? at procreare

poteft. Habet uxorem :

fufcepit etiam liberos.—

Quæ omnis notio Pontificum

cum adoptarere effe debuit,

&c . Pro Dom. ad Pontif.

13.

out

2
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Cic. 48.

M. CALPUR='

NIUS BIBU-

LUS.

out ofthe Forum by Vatinius, at the head of Cafar's A. Urb. 694

mob [d]. When the tumult was over, and the Coff.

Forum cleared of their adverfaries, Cæfar pro- c . JULIUS

duced Pompey and Craffus into the Roftra, to CESAR,

fignify their opinion of the law to the people ;

where Pompey, after ſpeaking largely in praiſe

of it, declared in the conclufion, that if any

fhould be fo bardy as to oppofe it with the fword,

be would defend it with his field. Craffus ap-

plauded what Pompey faid, and warmly preffed

the acceptance of it ; fo that it paffed upon the

fpot without any farther contradiction [e]. Ci-

cero was in the country during this conteft, but

fpeaks of it with great indignation in a letter to

Atticus, and wonders at Pompey's policy, in fup-

porting Cæfar in an act fo odious, of alienating

the best revenues of the Republic ; and fays ,

that he must not think to make them amends by his

rents on mount Libanus, for the loss of those,

which he had taken from them in Campania [f] .

The Senate and all the Magiftrates were obliged,

by a ſpecial clauſe of this law, to take an oath to

the obfervance of it ; which Cato himſelf, though

he had publicly declared that he would never do

it, was forced at laft to fwallow [g].

BIRULUS made his complaint the next day in

the Senate, ofthe violence offered to his perfon ;

but finding the affembly fo cold and intimidated ,

[d] Idemque tu-nomine-

C. Cæfaris, clementiffimi at-

que optimi viri, fcelere vero

atque audacia tua M. Bibu-

lum foro, curia, templis, lo-

cis publicis omnibus expulif-

fes, inclufum domi contine-

res. In Vatin. 9. Dio, 38 .

61. Suet. Cæf. 2c . Plutarch.

Pomp.

[ e] Dio, ibid. 1. 38. 61 .

[ ] Cnæus quidem nofter

jum plane quid cogitet, ne-

fcio . Ad Att. 2. 16.

Quid dices? Vectigal te

nobis in monte Antilibaro

conftituiffe, agri Campani abs

ftuliffe . Ibid.

[g] Dio, ibid.

X 2 that
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Cic. 48 .

Coff.

A. Urb. 694. that no body cared to enter into the affair, or to

move any thing about it, he retired to his house in

C. JULIUS
defpair, with a refolution to shut himſelf up for

CÆSAR, the remaining eight months of the year, and to

M. CALPUR- act no more in public but by his edicts [b]. This

NIUS BIBU- was a weak ſtep in a magiftrate armed with fo-

verein authority ; for though it had one effect,

which he propofed by it, of turning the odium

of the city upon his collegue, yet it had another

that overbalanced it, of ftrengthening the hands

and raiſing the fpirits of the adverſe party, by

leaving the field wholly clear to them.

LUS..

As Cæfar's view in the Agrarian law was to

oblige the populace, fo he took the opportunity,

which the Senate had thrown into his hands, of

obliging the Knights too, by eafing them of the

difadvantageous contract, which they had long

in vain complained of, and remitting a thirdpart

of what they had ftipulated to pay [i] : and when

Cato ftill oppofed it with his ufual firmness, be

ordered him to be hurried away to prifon. He

imagined, that Cato would have appealed to

the Tribuns ; but ſeeing him go along patiently,

without fpeaking a word, and reflecting, that

fuch a violence would create a freſh odium,

without ferving any purpoſe, be defired one ofthe

Tribuns to interpofe and release him [k]. He

next procured a ſpecial law from the people, for

the ratification of all Pompey's acts in Afia ; and

in the ſtruggle about it, fo terrified and humbled

[ ] Ac poftero die in Se-

natu conqueftum, nec quo-

quam reperto, qui fuper tali

confternatione referre, aut

cenfere aliquid auderet- in

eam coegit defperationem,

.
ut quoad poteftate abiret,

domo abditus nihil aliud

quam per edicta obnunciaret.

Sueton. Cæf. 20.

[i] Dio, 38. 62.

[*] Plutarch. Cæf.

Lucullus,

•
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Lucullus, who was the chief oppofer, that he A. Urb . 694.

brought him to afk pardon at his feet [1 ] .

Cic. 48.

Coff.

LUS .

He carried it ftill with great outward refpect C. JULIUS

towards Cicero ; and gave him to underſtand CAESAR,

again by Balbus, that he depended on his affiftance M. CALPUR-

in the Agrarian law : but Cicero contrived to be NIUS BIBU-

out of the way, and ſpent the months of April

and May in his Villa near Antium, where he

had 'placed his chief collection of books [m] ;

amufing himſelf with his ftudies and his children,

or, as he fays jocofely, in counting the waves.

He was projecting however a fyftem of Geography,

at the request of Atticus, but foon grew weary

of it, as a fubject too dry and jejune to admit of

any ornament [n] ; and being defired alfo by

Atticus to fend him the copies of two orations,

which he had lately made, his anfwer was, that

be badtorn one of them, and could not give a copy ;

and did not care to let the other go abroad, for the

praifes which it beftowed on Pompey ; being dif

pofed rather to recant, than publish them, fince the

adoption of Clodius [o]. He feems indeed to

have

[1] L. Lucullo, liberius

refiftenti tantum calumnia-

rum metum injecit, ut ad

genua ultro fibi accederet.

Sueton. J. Cæf. 20.

X

[m] Nam aut fortiter re-

fiftendum eft legi Agrariæ, in

quo eft quædam dimicatio,

fed plena laudis : aut quief

cendum, quod eft non diffi-

mile, atque ire in Solonium,

aut Antium : aut etiam ad-

juvandum, quod a me aiunt

Cæfarem fic expectare , ut

non dubitet. Ad Att . 2. 3 .

Itaque aut libris me de-

lecto, quorum habeo Antii

3

feftivam copiam, aut fluctus

numero . Ibid. 6 .

[n] Etenim γεωγραφικά,

que conftitueram, magnum

opus eft, & hercule funt res

difficiles ad explicandum &.

ponds ; nec tam poffunt

avengorgaila , quam vi-

debatur. Ibid .

[o] Orationes me duas po-

ftulas, quarum alteram non

libebat mihi fcribere, quia

abfcideram ; alteram, ne

laudarem eum, quem non a-

mabam. Ibid. 7 .

Ut fciat hic nofter Hiero-

folymarius, traductor ad ple-

bem,.
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Coff.

A. Urb. 694. have been too fplenetic at prefent to compofe

Cic. 48. any thing but invectives ; ofwhich kind he was

C. JULIUS
now drawing up certain anecdotes, as he calls

CÆSAR, them, or a fecret hiftory of the times, to be

M. CALPUR- fhewn to none but Atticus, in the file of Theo-

NIUS BIBU- pompus, the most fatirical of all writers : for all

his politics, he lays, were reduced to this one point,

of hating bad citizens, and pleafing himself with

writing against them : and fince he was driven

from the helm, he had nothing to wish, but to fee

the wreckfrom thefhore ; or, as Sophocles fays [p],

LUS.

Under the shelter ofa good warm roof,

With mindferenely calm and prone to fleep,

Hear the loud ftorm and beating rain without.

CLODIUS, having got through the obſtacle of

his adoption, began without lofs of time to fue

for the Tribunate ; whilst a report was induſtri-

oufly fpread, which amufed the city for a while,

of a breach between him and Cafar. He declared

every where loudly, that his chief view in de-

firing that office was, to refcind all Cafar's Ats ;

and Cæfar, on his part, as openly difclamed any

fbare in his adoption, and denied him to be a Ple-

beian. This was eagerly carried to Cicero by

young Curio ; who affured him, that all the young

bem , quam bonam meis pu-

tiflimis orationibus gratiam

retulerit ; quarum expecta

divinam exowar. Ibid . 9 .

[p] Itaque avinècia , quæ

tibi uni legamus, Theopem-

pino genere, aut etiam af-

periore multo, pangentur.

Neque aliud jam quicquam

woopas, nifi odiffe impro-

bos. Att. 2. 6,

Nuncvero cum cogar exire

de navi, non abjectis fed re-

ceptis gubernaculis , cupio

iftorum naufragia ex terra in-

tueri ; cupio, ut ait tuus a-

micus Sophocles,

κἂν ὑπὸ σίγη

Πυκνῶς ἀκύειν ψεκάδων εὐ

den gen . Ibid. 7 .

Nobles
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Coff.

LUS.

Nobles were as much incenfed against their proudA. Urb. 694.

Kings, as he himself, and would not bear themmuch Cic. 48.

longer ; and that Memmius and Metellus Nepos had C. JULIUS

declared against them : which being confirmed alfo CAESAR,

by Atticus's letters, gave no fmall comfort to M. CALPUR-

Cicero ; all whofe hopes of any good depended, he NIUS BIBU-

fays, upon their quarrelling among themfelves [ 9].

The pretended ground of this rupture, as it is

hinted in Cicero's letters, was Clodius's fighting

an offer, which the Triumvirate made to him, of

an embally to King Tigranes ; for being weary of

his infolence, and jealous of his growing power,

they had contrived this employment as an ho-

norable way of getting rid of him : but in the

prefent condition of the Repuplic, Clodius knew

his own importance too well, to quit his views at

home, by an offer of fo little advantage abroad ;

and was difgufted, that Cæfar had not named him

among the twenty Commiffioners appointed to divide

the Campanian lands ; and refolved not to ftir

from the city, till he had reaped the fruits of the

Tribunate. Cicero mentioning this affair to At-

ticus, " fays, I ammuch delighted with what you

" write about Clodius : try all means to fearch in-

" to the bottom of it ; and fend or bring me

" word, whatever you either learn or fufpect ;

[2] Scito Curionem ado.

lefcentem veniffe me faluta-

tum . Valde ejus fermo de

Publio cum tuis litteris con-

gruebat. Ipfe vero miran-

dum in modum Reges odiffe

fuperbos . Peræque narrabat

incenfam effe juventutem,

neque ferre hæc poffe. Att.

2. 8.

inquit, Tribunatum plebis

petit. Quid ais, & inimi-

ciffimus quidem Cæfaris, &

ut omnia, inquit, ifta re-

fcindat. Quid Cæfar ? in-

quam. Negat fe quicquam

de illius adoptione tuliffe.

Deinde fuum, Memmii, Me-

telli Nepotis expromfit odi-

um. Complexus juvenem di-

mifi, properans ad epiftolas .
Incurrit in me Roma ve-

niens Curio meus-Publius, Ibid . 12.

X 4 " and
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A. Urb. 694 .
Cic. 48.

Coff.

C. JULIUS

CÆSAR,

and efpecially, what he intends to do about

" the embaffy. Before I read your letter, I was

" wifhing, that he would accept it ; not for the

“ fake of declining a battle with him, for I am

M. CALPUR- in wonderfull fpirits for fighting ; but I ima-

NIUS BIBU - gined , that he would loſe by it all the popu-

" larity which he has gained, by going over to

" the Plebeians- What then did you mean by

" making yourſelf a Plebeian ? Was it onely to

pay a visit to Tigranes ? Do not the Kings of

" Armenia ufe to take notice of Patricians ? —

" You fee how I had been preparing myſelf to

LUS.

66

66

rally the embaffy ; which if he flights after

" all, and if this, as you fay, difgufts the au-

" thors and promotors of the law, we ſhall

" have rare ſport. But to fay the truth, Pub-

" lius has been treated fomewhat rudely by

" them ; fince he, who was lately the onely

man with Cæfar, cannot now find a place

" among the twenty ; and after promifing one

" embafly, they put him offwith another ; and

" while they beſtow the rich ones upon Drufus,

" or Vatinius, referve this barren one for him,

" whoſe Tribunate was propofed to be of fuch

" ufe to them. Warm him, I beg of you, on

" this head, as much as you can ; all our hopes

" of ſafety are placed on their falling out among

" themſelves, of which, as I underſtand from

" Curio, fome fymptoms begin already to ap-

" pear [r]." But all this noife of a quarrel was

found at laft to be a mere artifice, as the event

quicklyfhewed or if there was any real diſguſt

among them, it proceded no farther, than to

give the better color to a report, by which they

hoped to impoſe upon Cicero, and draw ſome un-

[ ] Ad Att. 2. 7.

wary
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wary people into a hafty declaration of them- A. Urb. 694.

Cic. 48.
felves; and above all, to weaken the obſtruction Coff.

to Clodius's election from that quarter, whence it C. JULIUS

was chiefly to be apprehended.
CÆSAR,

LUS.

CICERO returned to Rome in May, after an M. CALPUR

interview with Atticus, who went abroad at the NIUS BIBU-

fame time to his eftate in Epirus : he refolved to

decline all public bufinefs, as much as he decent-

ly could, and to give the greateſt part of his

time to the Bar, and to the defenſe of cauſes ;

an employment always popular, which made

many friends, and few enemies, fo that he wasftill

muchfrequented at home, and honorably attended a-

broad, and maintained bis dignity, he fays, not mean-

ly, confidering the general oppreffion ; noryet greatly,

confidering the part which he had before acted [s].

Among the other caufes which he pleaded this

fummer, he twice defended A. Thermus, and

once L. Flaccus ; men of Prætorian dignity,

who were both acquitted. The ſpeeches for

Thermus are loft ; but that for Flaccus remains,

yet fomewhat imperfect ; in which, though he

had lately paid fo dear for fpeaking his mind too

freely, we find feveral bold reflections on the

wretched ſtate of fubjection, to which the city

was now reduced.

THIS L. Valerius Flaccus had been Prætor in

Cicero's Confulfhip, and received the thanks ofthe

Senate for his zeal and vigor in the feizure of Ca-

tiline's accomplices ; but was now accuſed by P.

Lælius of rapine and oppreffion in his province of

Afia, which was allotted to him from his Prætor-

ſhip. The defenfe confifts chiefly in diſplaying

the dignity of the criminal, and invalidating the

[r] Me tueor, ut oppreffis

omnibus, non demiffe : ut

tantis rebus geftis, parum

fortiter. Ad Att. 2. 18.

credit
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Cic. 48.

Coff.

C. JULIUS

CÆSAR,

M. CALPUR-

NIUS BIBU-
LUS.

..

A. Urb. 694. credit of the Afiatic witneffes. Cicero obſerves,

" That the Judges, who had known and ſeen

" the integrity ofFlaccus's life through a ſeries of

great employments, were themſelves the beſt

witneffes of it, and could not want to learn it

from others, efpecially from Grecians : that for

" his part, he had always been particularly ad-

" dicted to that nation and their ftudies, and knew

66 many modeft and worthy men among them :

" that he allowed them to have learning, the

" difcipline of many arts, an elegance of writing,

" a fluency of ſpeaking, and an acuteness ofwit :

"but as to the fanctity of an oath, they had no

" notion ofit, knew nothing ofthe force and the

" efficacy of it : that all their concern in giving

" evidence was, not how to prove, but how to

" exprefs what they faid:-that they never ap-

peared in a caufe, but with a refolution to hurt ;

66

6c

6:

norever confidered what words were proper for

" an oath, but what were proper to do miſchief;

taking it forthe laſt diſgrace, to be baffled, con-

futed, and outdone in fwearing : fo that they

" never chofe the best and worthieft men for wit-

" neffes, but the moft daring and loquacious :-

" in fhort, that the whole nation looked upon an

" oath as a mere jeft, and placed all their credit,

66
livelyhood, and praife on the fuccefs of an im-

" pudent lie -whereas ofthe Roman witneſſes,

" who were produced againft Flaccus, though

" ſeveral of them came angry, fierce , and willing

" to ruin him, yet one could not help obferving,

" with what caution and religion they delivered

" what they had to fay ; and though they had

" the greateft defire to hurt, yet could not do it

" fortheir fcruples :-that aRoman, in giving his

" teftimony, was always jealous of himself, left

" he fhould go too fai ; weighed all his words,

" and
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66
Coff.

LUS.

" and was afraid to let any thing drop from him A. Urb. 694.

" too haftily and paffionately ; or to fay a fyllable Cic. 48.

more or less than was neceffary [ s]." Then C. JULIUS

afterfhewing at large, bywhat ſcandalous methods CESAR,

this accufation was procured againſt Flaccus, and M. CALPUR

after expofing the vanity of the crimes charged NIUS BIBU-

upon him, together with the profligate characters

of the particular witneffes ; he declares, “ that

" the true and genuin Grecians were all on Flac-

" cus's fide, with public teftimonies and decrees

" in his favor.-Here, fays he, you fee the Athe-

nians, whence humanity, learning, religion,

" the fruits of the earth, the rights and laws of

" mankind, are thought to have been first propa-

" gated ; for the poffeffion of whofe city, the

" Gods themfelves are faid to have contended on

" the account of it's beauty; which is offo great

66

66

antiquity, that it is reported to have brought

" forth it's own Citizens, and the fame fpot to

" have been their parent, their nurſe, and their

" country ; and of fo great authority, that the

" broken and fhattered fame of Greece depends

" now fingly on the credit of this City . Here

" alfo are the Lacedæmonians, whofe tried and

" renowned virtue was confirmed not onely by

[s] Pro Flacco, 4, 5. This

character of the Greek and Ro-

man witneſſes is exactly agree-

able towhat Polybius, though

himself a Grecian, had long

before obferved ; that thofe,

who managed the public mo-

ney in Grecce, though they

gave ever ſo many bonds and

fureties for their behaviour,

could not be induced to act

honeftly, or preferve their

faith, in the cafe even of a

fingle talent whereas in

Rome, out of pure reverence

to the fanctity of an oath,

they were never known to

violate their truft, though in

the managementof the great-

eft fumms. [ Polyb. 1. 6. p.

498. ] This was certainly

true ofthe old Republic ; but

we muftmakegreat allowance

for the language of the Bar,

when we find Cicero apply-

ing the fame integrityand re-

gard to an oath to the cha-

racter of his own times.

66 nature,
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Cic. 48.

Coff.

A. Urb. 694. " nature, but by difcipline ; who alone, ofall the

" nations upon earth, have fubfifted for above

" feven hundred years, without any change in
C. JULIUS

CÆSAR, " theirlaws and manners.-Nor can I pafs over

M. CALPUR- " the city ofMarſeilles, which knewFlaccus when

NIUS BIBU- firft a foldier, and afterwards Quæftor ; the

gravity ofwhofe difcipline, I think preferable,

LUS. 66

66
not onely to Greece, but to all other cities ;

" which, though ſeparated fo far from the coun-

66 try, the cuſtoms, and the language of all Gre-

" cians, furrounded by the nations of Gaul, and

" waſhed by the waves of barbarifm, is fo wifely

66

governedbythe counfils of an ariftocracy, that

" it is eaſier to praiſe their conftitution, than to

imitate it [t]." One part ofthe charge againſt

Flaccus, was, for prohibiting the Jews to carry out

ofbisprovince the gold, which they used to collect an-

nually through the empire for the Temple ofJerufa-

lem; all which be feized and remitted to the treasury

at Rome. The charge itſelf feems to imply, that

the Jews made no mean figure at this time in the

empire; and Cicero's anfwer, though it betrays a

great contempt oftheir religion, through his igno-

rance of it, yet fhews, that their numbers and

credit were very confiderable alfo in Rome. The

trial was held near the Aurelian steps, a place of

great refort for the populace, and particularly for

the Jews, who used it probably as a kind of ex-

change, or general rendezvous of their country-

men: Cicero therefore procedes to fay, " It was

" for this reaſon, Lælius, and for the fake of this

" crime, that you have chofen this place, and all

" this crowd for the trial : you know what a nu-

" merous band the Jews are ; what concord a-

mong themſelves ; what a buftle they make in

[ ] Ibid. 26.

66 QUE
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66

<<

Cic. 48.

our affemblies-I will fpeak foftly, that the A. Urb. 694.

Judges onely may hear me ; for there are peo- Coff.

ple ready to incite them againſt me and against C. JULIUS

every honeſt man ; and I would not willingly CESAR ,

" lend any help to that defign-Since our gold M. CALPUR-

" then is annually carried out of Italy, and all NIUS BIBU-

" the Provinces, in the name of the Jews, to

66

66

Jerufalem, Flaccus, by a public edict, prohi-

" bited the exportation of it from Afia : and

" where is there a man, Judges, who does not

66
truly applaud this act ? The Senate, on ſeveral

" different occafions, but more feverely in my

" Confulfhip,condemnedthe exportation ofgold.

" To withſtand this barbarous fuperftition was a

" piece therefore of laudable difcipline ; and, out

" of regard to the Republic, to contemn the

" multitude of Jews, who are ſo tumultuous in

" all our affemblies, an act of the greateſt gra-

" vity: but Pompey, it feems , when he took

66

Jerufalem, meddled with nothing in that Tem-

" ple: in which, as on many other occafions, he

" acted prudently, that in fo fufpicious and ill-

" tongued a people, he would not give any han-

" dle for calumny ; for I can never believe, that

" it was the religion of Jews and enemies, which

" hindered this excellent General, but his own

66
modefty." Then after fhewing, " that Flac-

" cus hadnot embezzled or feized the gold to his

own uſe, but tranfmitted it to the public trea-

" fury, he obferves, that it was not therefore for

" the fake ofthe crime, but to raiſe an envy, that

" this fact was mentioned ; and that the accufer's

66

fpeech was turned from the Judges, and ad-

" dreffed to the circle around them : Every city,

" fays he, Lælius, has it's religion ; we have

" ours: while Jerufalem florifhed, and Judæa

" was at peace with us, yet their religious rites

were

LUS.
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A. Urb. 694. " were held inconfiftent with the fplendor of this

Cic. 48. 66

Empire, the gravity of the Roman name, and
Coff.

" the inftitutions ofour anceſtors : butmuch more
C. JULIUS

CÆSAR, " ought they to be held fo now ; fince they have

M. CALPUR- " let us fee, by taking arms, what opinion they

NIUS BIBU- have ofus ; and by their being conquered, how

LUS.

" dear they are to the Gods [ u ] He procedes

in the laft place to fhew, what he had intimated

in the beginning, " that the real aim of this

" trial was to facrifice thofe, who had fignalized

" themſelves againſt Catiline, to the malice and

" revenge ofthe feditious :" and puts the Judges

in mind," that the fate of the city, and thefafety

" of all honeft men, now refted on their fhoul-

" ders that they faw in what an unſettled ftate

things were, and what a turn their affairs had

" taken : that among many other acts, which

" certain men had done, they were now contri-

66 ving, that by the votes and decifions of the

66

Judges every honeft man might be undone :

" that thefe Judges indeed had given many laud-

" able judgements in favor of the Republic ;

66

many, againſt the wickednefs ofthe confpira-

" tors : yet fome people thought the Republic
<c

not yet fufficientlychanged, till the beſt citizens

" wereinvolved in the fame puniſhment with the

" worft. C. Antonius, fays he, is already op-

preffed ; let it be fo : he had a peculiar infamy

upon him yet even he, if I may be allowed

" to fay it, would not have been condemned by

you: upon whofe condemnation a fepulcher
66

was dreffed up to Catiline, and celebrated with

" a feaft and concourfe of our audacious and do-

" meftic enemies, and funeral rites performed to

" him: now the death of Lentulus is to be re-

[2] Ibid . 28.

" venged
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" venged on Flaccus ; and what more agreeable A. Urb. 694-

" facrifice can you offer to him, than by Flaccus's Cic. 48 .

" blood to fatiate his deteftable hatred ofus all?

66

Coff.

C. JULIUS

Let us then appeafe the manes of Lentulus ; CESAR,

pay the last honors to Cethegus ; recall the M. CALPUR-

" banifhed ; nay, let me alfo be punished forthe NIUS BIBU-

" exceſs ofmy love to my country: I am already

" named and marked out for a trial ; have crimes

66
forged ; dangers prepared for me ; which if

" they had attempted by any other method ;

" or if, in the name of the people, they had

" ftirred up the unwary multitude againſt me,

" I could better have born it ; but it is not to

“ be endured, that they ſhould think, to drive

" out of the city the authors, the leaders, the

66

champions of our common fafety ; by thehelp

" of Senators and Knights, who, with one mind

" and confent, affifted fo greatly in the fame

" caufe. They know the mind and inclination

" of the Roman people : the people themſelves

" take all poffible occafions of declaring it : there

" is no variety in their fentiments, or their lan-

66
guage. Ifany one therefore call me thither, I

" come: I do not onely not refufe, but require

" the Roman people for my judge : let force

" onely be excluded ; let fwords and ftones be

" removed ; let mercenaries be quiet ; let flaves

" be filent ; and when I come to be heard for

myfelf, there will not be a man fo unjuft, ifhe

" be free and a citizen, who will not be of opi-

" nion, that they ought to vote me rewards, ra-

" ther than punishment [x]." He concludes, by

applying himſelf as ufual, to move the pity and

clemency of the bench towards the perſon ofthe

criminal, by all the topics proper to excite com-

[x] Ibid. 38..

paffion:

LUS.
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Cic. 48.

Coff.

C. JULIUS

CÆSAR,

A. Urb. 694. paffion: " the merit of his former ſervices ; the

lufter of his family ; the tears of his children ;

" the diſcouragement of the honeft ; and the

" hurt, which the Republic would ſuffer, in be-

M. CALPUR- ing deprived, at fuch a time, of fuch a citizen .'

NIUS BIBU-

LUS.
Q. CICERO, who fucceded Flaccus in the pro-

vince ofAfia, was now enteringinto thethird year

ofhis government, when Cicero fent him a moft

admirable letter ofadvice about the adminiſtration

of his province ; fraught with fuch excellent pre-

cepts of moderation, humanity, juftice , and lay-

ing down rules of governing, fo truly calculated

for the good of mankind, that it deferves a place

in the cloſets of all who govern ; and eſpecially of

thofe, who are entruſted with the command of

foreign provinces ; who by their diſtance from any

immediate controul, are often tempted, by the in-

folence of power, to acts of great oppreffion.

THE Triumvirate was now dreaded and deteft-

ed by all ranks of men : and Pompey, as the first

of the league, had the first share of the public ha

tred: fo that thefe affecters ofpopularity, fays Cicero,

have taught even modeft men to bifs [y]. Bibulus

was continually teizing them by bis edicts ; in

which he inveighed and proteſted againſt all their

acts. Thefe edicts were greedily received bythe

city ; all people got copies of them ; and where-

ever theywere fixed up in the ſtreets, it wasfcarce

poffible to pass for the crowds which were reading

them [x]. Bibulus was extolled to thefkies ; though

Iknow

[ ] Qui fremitus homi-

num? qui irati animi ? quan-

to in odio nofter amicus Mag-

nus ? Ad Att. 2. 13.

Scito nihil unquam fuiffe

tam infame, tam turpe, tam

peræque omnibus generibus,

ordinibus, ætatibus offenfum,

quam hunc ftatum , qui nunc

eft : magis mehercule quam

vellem, non modo quam pu-

taram. Populares ifti jam

etiam modeftos homines fibi-

lare docuerunt. Ibid. 19.

[x] Itaque archilochia in

illum edicta Bibuli populo ita

funt
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Cofl:

LUSS

I know not why, fays Cicero, unless, like another A. Urb. 694,

Cic. 48.

Fabius, he is thought to fave the State by doing no-

thing: for what is all his greatness of mind, but a C. JULIUS

mere teftimony ofhis fentiments, without anyfervice CAESAR,

to the Republic [ a ] ? His edicts however provoked M. CALPUR

Cæfar fo far, that he attempted to excite the mob to NIUS BIBU

Storm his boufe, and draghim out by force : and Va-

tinius actually made an affault upon it, though with-

out fuccefs [b]. But while all the world difliked,

lamented, and talked loudly against thefe procedings ;

and above all, young Curio at the head of the

young Nobility, yet wefeek no remedy, fays Cicero,

through a perfuafion, that there is no refifting, but

to our deftruction [c].

THE inclinations of the people were fhewn

chiefly as he tells us, in the Theaters and public

fhews ; where, when Cæfar entered, he was received

onely with a dead applaufe ; but when young Curio,

who followed him, appeared, he was clapped, as

Pompey used to be in the heigth ofhis glory. And

in the Apollinarian plays, Diphilus, the Tragedian,

happeningtohave fomepaffages in his part, which

funt jucunda, ut eum locum,

ubi proponuntur, præ multi-

tudineeorum qui legunt, tran-

fire nequeunt. Ad Att . 2. 21 .

[a ] Bibulus in cœlo eft ;

nec quare, fcio. Sed ita lau-

datur, quafi, unus homo no-

bis cunctando reflituit rem.

Ibid. 19.

Bibuli autem ifta magnitu.

do animi in comitiorum dila-

tione, quid habet, nifi ipfius

judicium fine ulla correctione

Reipub. Ibid. 15..

[6] Putarat Cæfar oratione

fua poffe impelli concionem,

ut iret ad Bibulum ; multa

VOL. I.

cum feditiofiffime diceret, vo-

cem exprimere non potuit.

Att. 2. 21.

Qui Confulem morti obje

ceris, inclufum obfederis , ex-

trahere ex fuis tectis conatus

fis . In Vatin . 9 .

[c]Nuncquidemnovoquo

dam morbo civitas moritur ;

ut cum omnes ea, quæ funt

acta, improbent, querantur,

doleant, varietas in re nulla

fit, aperteque loquantur &jam

clare gemant ; tamen medi-

cina nulla afferatur, neque

enim refti fine internecione

poffe arbitramur. Att . 2. 20,

Y were
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A. Urb. 694. were thought to hit the character of a Pompey,

Cic. 48. be was forced to repeat them a thouſand times :
Coff.

C.JULIUS

CESAR,

M. CALPUR-

#rus Brau

-BUS.

Thou by our miferies art great-

The time will come when thou wilt wretchedly la-

mentthat greatneſs-

If neither law nor custom can reftrain thee-

at each of which fentences, the whole Theater

madefucha roaring and clapping, that they could

hardly be quieted [d ]. Pompey was greatly

fhocked, to find himſelffallen folowin the eſteem

of the city: he had hitherto lived in the midſt of

glory, an utter ſtranger to difgrace, which made

him the more impatient under fo mortifying a

change : " I could ſcarce refrain from tears, fays

"Cicero, to fee what an abject, paultry figure he

" made in the Roftra, where he never ufed to

"appear, but with univerfal applauſe and admi-

" ration ; meanly haranguing against the edicts

" ofBibulus, and difpleafing not onely his audi-

σε
ence, but himfelf: a fpectacle, agreeable to

66 none, fo much as to Craffus ; to fee him fallen

" fo lowfrom fuch a heigth:-and as Apelles

" or Protogenes would have been grieved to fee

[d] Diphilus Tragœdus in

noftrumPompeium petulanter

invectus eft : Noftramiferia tu

es magnus, millies coactus eft

dicere. Tandem virtutem iftam

veniet tempus cumgraviterge-

mes, totius theatri clamore

dixit, itemque cætera . Nam

& ejufmodi funt ii verfus, ut

in tempus ab inimico Pompeii

fcripti effe videantur. Sineque

leges, nequemores cogunt, & cæ

tera magno cum fremitu &

clamore dicta funt. Ibid. 19.

Valerius Maximus, who

tells the fame ftory, fays, that

Diphilus, inpronouncing thofe

fentences,ftretchedouthis hands

towards Pompey, to point him

out to the company. But it ap

pears fromCicero'saccount of

it in this letter to Atticus, that

Pompey was then at Capua;

whither Cæfar fent an express

to him in all haft to acquaint

him with what had paffed,

and to call him probably to

Rome. Val. Max. 6. 2.

66 one

3
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Cic. 48.

Coff.

" one oftheir capital pieces befmear
ed with dirt ; A. Urb . 694

" fo it was a real grief to me, to fee the man,

" whom I had painted with all the colors of my C. JULIUS

" art, become of a fudden fo deforme
d

: for CESAR,

" though no body can think, fince the affair ofM. CALPUR

" Clodius, that I have any reafon to be his NIUS BIBU-

" friend ; yet my love for him was fo great,

" that no injury could efface it [e].

CESAR, on the other hand, began to reap

fome part of that fruit, which he expected from

their union he forefaw from the first, that the

odiumofit wouldfall upon Pompey ; the benefit accrue

to himself [f ]: till Pompey gradually finking

under the envy, and himſelf infenfibly rifing by

the power of it, they might come at laſt to act

a level : or, as Florus ftates the feveral views

uponof the Three, Cafar wanted to acquire ; Craffus to

encreafe ; Pompey to preferve his dignity [g]. So

that Pompey in reality was but the dupe of the

other two: whereas ifhe had united himſelfwith

Cicero ; and through him with the Senate ; whi-

ther his own and his country's intereft called him,

and where, from the different talents of the men,

there could have been no contraft of glory or

power ; he muſt have preferved through life,

what his utmoſt ambition feemed to aim at, the

[e] Ut ille tum humilis, ut

demiffus erat : ut ipfe etiam

fibi , non iis folum qui ade-

rant, difplicebat . Ofpecta-

culum uni Craffo jucundum,

&c. Quanquam nemoputa-

bat propterClodianum nego-

tium me illi amicum effe de-

bere: tamen tantus fuit amor,

ut exhauriri nuila poffet inju-

ria. Ad Att . 2. 21 .

[f]Cæfaranimadverteba
t

fe-invidia communis poten-

tie in illum relegata, confir-

maturum vires fuas. Vell.

Pat 2. 44.

comparare,

[g] Sic igitur Cæfare dig-

Craffo

nitatem

augere, Pompeio retinere, cu-

pientibus, oninibufque pariter

potentiæ cupidis, de inva

denda Repub. facile convenit.

Lib . 4. 2. 11..

Y 2
character

LUS.
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Cic. 48.
Coff.

C. JULIUS

CÆSAR,

LUS.

A. Urb. 694. character not onely of the firſt, but of the beſt

citizen in Rome : but by his alliance with Cæfar,

he lent his authority to the nurfing up a rival, who

gained upon him daily in credit, and grew too

M. CALPUR- ftrong for him at laft in power. The people's dif-

NIUS BIBU- affection began to open his eyes, and make him

fenfible of his error ; which he frankly owned to

Cicero, andfeemed defirous of entering into meaſures

withhim to retrieve it [b]. He faw himſelfon the

brink of a precipice, where to procede was ruin-

ous, to retreat ignominious: the honeft were be-

come his enemies ; and the factious had never

been his friends : But though it was eafy to fee

his mistake, it was difficult to find a remedy :

Cicero preffed the onely one, which could be ef-

fectual, an immediate breach with Cafar ; and ufed

all arguments to bring him to it ; but Cæfar was

more fuccefsfull, and drew Pompey quite awayfrom

him [ i] ; and, having got poffeffion, entangled

him fo faft, that he could never difengage him-

felf till it was too late .

BUT to give a turn to the difpofition of the

people, or to draw their attention at leaſt another

way, Cæfar contrived to amufe the citywiththe

difcovery of a new confpiracy, to affaffinate Pom-

pey. Vettius, who in Catiline's affair, bad im-

[ ] Sed quod facile fen-

tias, tædet ipfum Pompeium,

vehementerque pœnitet, &c.

Att. 2. 22.

Primum igitur illud te

fcire volo, Sampficeranum,

noftrum amicum, vehementer

fui ftatus pœnitere, reftitui-

que in eum locum cupere, ex

quo decidit, doloremque fu-

um impertire nobis, & medi-

cinam interdum aperte quæ-

rere ; quam ego poffum inve-

nire nullam .
Ibid. 23.

[ ] Ego M. Bibulo, præ-

ftantiffimo cive, Confule, ni-

hil prætermifi, quantum face-

re, nitique potui, quin Pom-

peium a Cæfaris conjunctione

avocarem. In quo Cæfar fe-

licior fuit : ipfe enim Pom-

peiuma meafamiliaritate dis-

junxit . Philip . 2. 10 .

peached

3
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[

A

Cic. 48 .

LUS.

peached Cæfar, and ſmarted ſeverely for it, was A. Urb. 694.

now inftructed how to make amends for that ſtep, Coff.

by fwearing a plot upon the oppofite party ; par- c. JULIUS

ticularly upon young Curio, the brifkeft oppofer CESAR,

of the Triumvirate. For this purpofe, he infinu- M. CALPUR

ated himſelf into Curio's acquaintance, and when NIUS BIBU-

he was grown familiar, opened to him a refolu-

tion, which he pretended to have taken, of kill-

ing Pompey ; in expectation of drawing fome ap-

probation of it from him : but Curio carried the

ftory to his father, who gave immediate informa-

tion of it to Pompey ; and fo the matter, being

made public, was brought before the Senate. This

was a difappointment to Vettius, who had laid his

meaſures fo, that " he himſelf fhould have been

" feized in the Forum with a poignard, and his

" flaves taken alfo with poignards ; and upon his

" examination , was to have made the firft difco-

very, if Curio had not prevented him. But

66

66
being now examined before the Senate, he de-

" nied at firſt his having any fuch difcourfe with

" Curio ; but prefently recanted, and offered to

" difcover what he knew, upon promife of par

" don, which was readily granted : he then told

" them , that there was a plot formed by maný

" ofthe young Nobility, of which Curio was the

" head: that Paullus was engaged in it from the

" firft, with Brutus alfo and Lentulus, the fon of

" the Flamen, with the privity of his father : that

Septimius,the fecretary ofBibulus, had brought

him a dagger from Bibulus himſelf.--This was

thought ridiculous, that Vettius fhould not be

" able to procure a dagger, unlefs the Conful had

66
given him one.--Young Curio was called in to

" anfwerto Vettius's information, who foon con-

" founded him, and fhewed his narrative to be in-

" confiftent and impoffible : for he had depofed,

" thatY 3
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A. Urb. 694. " that the young Nobles had agreed to attack

Cic. 48.

Coff.

66
Pompey in the Forum, on the day when Ga-

C. JULIUS " binius gave his fhew of Gladiators, and that

CÆSAR, " Paullus was to be the leader in the attack ;

M. CALFUR- " but it appeared, that Paullus was in Macedo-

NIUS BIBU- nia at that very time.-The Senate therefore

" ordered Vettius to be clapt into irons, and that

" ifanyman releafed him, he fhould be deemed

" a public enemy.

LUS.

99

CESAR however, unwilling to let the matter

drop fo easily, brought him out again the next

day, andproduced him to the people in the Roftra ;

and in that place, where Bibulus, though Conful,

durft not venture to fhew himself, exhibited this

wretch, as his puppet, to utter whatever he fhould

thinkfit to infpire. Vettius impeached ſeveral here,

whom he had not named before in the Senate ;

particularly Lucullus and Domitius : he did not

name Cicero, but faid, that a certain Senator of

great eloquence, and Confular rank, and a neighbour

of the Conful, had toldhim, that the times wanted

another Brutus or Abala. When he had done, and

was going down, being called back again and

whiſpered by Vatinius, and then aſked aloud,

whether he could recollect nothing more, he far-

ther declared, that Pifo, Cicero's fon in law, and

MLaterenfis were alfo privy tothe defign [k]. But

it happened in this, as it commonly does in all

plots of the fame kind, that the too great eager-

ness of the managers deftroyed its effect : for, by

the extravagance to which it was pufhed, it con-

futed itſelf; and was entertained with fo general

a contempt by all orders, that Cæfar was glad to

get rid of it, byftrangling or poyfoning Vettius pri-

[k] Ad Att. 2. 24, in Vatin. 11. Sueton. J. Cæf. 20 .

vately
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vately in prifon, andgiving it out, that it was done A. Urb. 694.

by the Confpirators [1].

Cic. 48.

Coff.

NIUS BIBU-

LUS.

THE Senate had ftill one expedient in referve C. JULIUS

for mortifying Cæfar, by throwingfome contempti- CESAR,

ble Provinceupon him at the expiration of his Con-M. CALPUR

fulfhip ; as the care of the woods or the roads ; or

what ſhould give him at leaſt no power to moleſt

them [m]. The distribution of the Provinces was,

by ancient usage and exprefs law, their undoubted

prerogative ; which had never been invaded or at-

tempted by the people [n] ; fo that this piece of

revenge, or rather felf-defence, feemed to be clearly

in their power: but Cæfar, who valued no law

or cuſtom , which did not ferve his purpoſes, with-

out any regard to the Senate, applied himſelf to

his better friends, the people ; and by his agent

Vatinius procured from them, by a new and ex-

traordinary law, the grant of Cifalpine Gaul, with

the addition of Illyricum, for the term offive years.

This was a cruel blow to the power of the Senate,

and a direct infringement ofthe old conftitution ;

as it transferred to the people a right, which they

bad never exercifed, or pretended to before [ o] . It

convinced the Senate however, that all oppofition

[ ] Fregerifne in carcere

cervices ipfi illi Vettio, ne

quod indicium corrupti judi-

cii extaret ? In Vatin. 11.

Cæfar-defperans tani præ-

cipitis confilii eventum, in-

tercepiffe veneno indicem cre-

ditur. Sueton. J. Cæf. 20 .

Plutarch. in Lucull.

[m] Eandem ob caufam

opera optimatibus data eft, ut

provincie futuris Coff. mini-

mi negotii, id eft, fylvæ cal-

lefque, decernerentur. Sue-

ton. 19.

[*] Tu provincias confu-

lares, quas C. Gracchus, qui

unus maxime popularis fuit,

non modo non abftulit ab Se-

natu : fed etiam ut neceffe

effet, quotannis conftitui per

Senatum decreta lege fanxit.

Pro Dom. 9.

[ ] Eripueras Senatui pro-

vinciæ decernendæ potefta-

tem ; Imperatoris deligendi

judicium ; ærarii difpenfatio.

nem ; quæ nunquam fibi po-

pulus Romanus appetivit, qui

nunquam hæc a fummi con-

filii gubernatione auferre co-

natus eft. In Vatin. 15.

Y 4 Was
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A, Urb, 694. was vain ; fo that when Cæfar foon after declared

Cic. 48,

Coff.

C. JULIUS

a defire to have the Tranfalpine Gaul added to his

other Provinces, they decreed it to him readily them-

CESAR, felves; to prevent his recurring a fecond time to the

M. CALPUR- people, and establishing a precedent, fo fatal to their
NIUS BIBU- authority [P]

LUS,

CLODIUS began nowto threaten Cicero with all

the terrors ofbis Tribunate ; to which he was elect-

ed without any oppofition : and in proportion as

the danger approached, Cicero's apprehenfions.

were every day more and more alarmed. The

abfence of his friend Atticus, who was lately gone

to Epirus, was an additional mortification to him :

for Atticus, having a great familiarity with all the

Clodian family, might have been offervice, either

in diffuading Clodius from any attempt, orin fish-

ing out of him at leaft what he really intended .

Cicero preffed himtherefore in every letter to come

back again to Rome ; " Ifyou love me, fays he,

as much as I am perfuaded you do, hold your-

" felf ready to run hither, as foon as I call :

" though I am doing, and will do every thing in

66

66

my power to fave you that trouble [ 9 ] .-My

" wifhes and my affairs require you: I shall want

" neither counfil, nor courage, nor forces, ifI

" fee you here at the time. I have reaſon to be

fatisfied with Varro : Pompey talks divine-

ly [r]-How much do I wifh, that you had

[p] Initio quidem Galliam

Cifalpinam, adjecto Illyrico,

lege Vatinia accepit : mox

per Senatum Comatam quo-

que: veritis Patribus, ne fi

ipfi negâſſent, populus & hanc

daret, Sueton. 22 .

[9] Tu, fi me amas tan-

tum, quantum profecto amas,

expeditus facito ut fis ; fi in-

clamaro, ut accurras. Sed

do operam, & dabo , ne fit

neceffe . Ad Att. 2. 20.

[ ] Te cum ego defidero,

tum etiam res ad tempus illud

vocat. Plurimum confilii, a-

nimi , præfidii denique mihi,

fi te ad tempus videro, acceſ-

ferit. Varro mihi fatisfacit,

Pompeius loquitur divinitùs.

Ib. 21.

" ftaid
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1

" ftaid atRome! as you furely would have done, A. Urb . 694..

Cic. 48.

" ifyouhad imagined howthings would happen : Coff.

" we fhould eafily have managed Clodius, or c. JULIUS

" learnt at leaſt for certain what he meant to do. CESAR,

LUS.

At prefent he flies about ; raves ; knows not M. CALPUR

" what he would be at ; threatens many ; and NIUS BIBU-

" will take his meaſures perhaps at laſt from

" chance. When he reflects, in what a general

" odium the adminiftration of our affairs nowis,

" he feems difpofed to turn his attacks upon the

" authors of it : but when he confiders their

" power, and their armies, he falls again upon

66 me ; and threatens me both with violence and

" a trial . Manythings may be tranfacted byour

" friend Varro, which, when urged alfo by you,

" would have the greater weight ; many things

66

may be drawn from Clodius himſelf ; many

" difcovered, which cannot be concealed from .

" you ; but it is abfurd to run into particulars,

" when I want you for all things- the whole de-

" pends on your coming before he enters into his

'

Magiftracy [s]. Wherefore, if this finds you

" afleep, awake yourſelf: if ftanding ſtill, come

" away ; ifcoming, run ; ifrunning, fly: it is

" incredible, what a ftrefs I lay on your counfil

" and prudence ; but above all, on your love

" and fidelity, &c. [t] ."

CÆSAR's whole aim in this affair was to fubdue

Cicero's fpirit, and diftrefs him fo far, as to force

him to a dependence upon him : for which end,

while hewas privately encouragingClodius to pur-

fue him , he was propofing expedients to Cicero

[ ] Ibid. 22.

[ ] Quamobrem, fi dor-

mis, expergifcere ; fi ftas, in-

gredere ; fi ingrederis , curre ;

fi curris, advola . Credibile

non eft, quantum ego in con-

filiis & prudentia tua, & quod

maximum eft, quantum in a-

more & fide ponam . Ad Att.

2. 23.

for
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Coff.

C. JULIUS

CESAR,

LUS.

A. Urb. 694. for his fecurity : be offered to put him into the com-

Cic. 48. miffion, for diftributing the lands ofCampania, with

which twenty ofthe principalSenators were charged:

but as it was an invitation onely into the place ofone

M. CALPUR- deceased, and not an original defignation, Cicero did

NIUS BIBU- not think it for his dignity to accept it ; nor cared on

anyaccount to bear a part in an affair fo odious [u] ;

he then offered, in the most obliging manner, to make

bim one of bis Lieutenants in Gaul, and preffed it

earnestly upon bim ; which was both afure andbone-

rable way of avoiding the danger, and what he might

bave made use offo far onely, as it ferved his pur-

pofe, without embarraſſing himſelf with the duty of

it [x] ; yet Cicero, after fome befitation, declined this

alfo. He was unwilling to owe the obligation of

his fafety to any man, and much more to Cæfar ;

being defirous, if poffible, to defend himſelf by

his own ftrength ; as he could eaſily have done,

if the Triumvirate would not have acted againſt

him. But this ſtiffneſs fo exafperated Cæfar, that

he refolved immediately to affift Clodius, with all

his power, to opprefs him ; and in excufe for it

afterwards, used to throw the whole blame on Cicero

bimfelf, forfightingfo obftinately all thefriendly of-

fers which he made to bim [y]. Pompey all this

while,

[u] Cofconio mortuo, fum

in ejus locum invitatus. Id

erat vocari in locum mortui.

Nihil me turpius apud homi-

nes fuiffet: neque vero ad

iftam ipfam dopaλav quic-

quam alienius. Sunt enim

illi apud bonos invidiofi .

Ibid. 19.

[x] ACæfare valde libera-

liter invitor in legationem il-

lam, fibi ut fim legatus. Illa

& munitior eft, & non impe-

dit, quo minus adfim, cum

velim. Ibid. 18.

Cæfar me fibi vult effe le-

gatum. Honeftior hæc decli-

natio periculi. Sed ego hoc

nunc repudio. Quid ergo

eft ? Pugnare malo : nihil ta-

men certi. Ibid. 19 .

[y] Ac folet, cum fe pur-

gat, in me conferre omnem

iftorum temporum culpam :

ita me fibi fuiffe inimicum,

ut ne honorem quidem a ſe

accipere vellem. Att. 9. 2.

Non
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Coff.

NIUS BIBU

LUS.

while, to prevent his throwing himſelf perhaps A. Urb. 694.

into Cæfar's hands, was giving him the strongest Cic. 48.

affurances, confirmed by oaths and vows, that there C. JULIUS

was no danger ; and that he would fooner be killed CESAR,

himself, thanfuffer him to be burt ; that bothClodius M. Calpur

andhis brother Appius had folemnly promised to att

nothing against him, but to be wholly at his difpofal;

and if they did not keeptheir word, that he wouldlet

all the world fee, how much be preferred Cicero's

friendship to all his other engagements. In Cicero's

account of this to Atticus, Varro, fays he, gives

me full fatisfaction . Pompey loves me, and treats

me withgreat kindness. Do you believe him ? you'll

fay. Yes, I do. He convinces me, that be is in

earneft.-Yet fince all men ofaffairs, in their hifto-

rical reflections, and even Poets too in their verfes

admonish us always to be upon our guard, nor to be-

lieve too eafily; I comply with them in one thing ; to

ufe allproper caution, as far as I am able ; but for

the other, find it impoffible for me not to believe

bim [z].

Non caruerunt fufpicione

oppreffi Ciceronis, Cæfar &

Pompeius. Hoc fibi contra-

xiffe videbatur Cicero, quod

inter xx. viros dividendo agro

Campano effe noluiffet. Vell.

Pat. 2. 45.

[z] Pompeius omnia polli-

cetur & Cæfar : quibus ego

ita credo, ut nihil de mea

comparatione diminuam . Ad

Quint. Fr. 1. 2.

Pompeius amat nos, carof-

que habet. Credis ? inquies .

Credo : Prorfus mihi perfua-

det. Sed quia, ut video,

pragmatici homines omnibus

hiftoricis præceptis, verfibus

denique cavere jubent, & vo-

tant credere ; alterum facio,

ut caveam : alterum, ut non

credam, facere non poffum.

Clodius adhuc mihi denun-

ciat periculum Pompeius

affirmat non effe pericu-

lum ; adjurat, addit etiam,

fe prius occifum iri ab eo,

quam me violatum iri. Ad

Att. 2. 20 .

Fidem recipiffe fibi & Clo-

dium & Appiumde me : hanc

fi ille non fervaret, ita latu-

rum, ut omnes intelligerent,

nihilantiquius amicitia noftra

fuiffe, &c. Ibid. 22.

BUT
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A. Urb . 694.

Cic. 48.
Coff.

CÆSAR,

LUS.

BUT whatever really paffed between Clodius

and Pompey ; Cicero perceiving that Clodius

talked in a different ftrain to every body elfe, and

C. JULIUS denounced nothing but war and ruin to him, be-

M. CALPUR- gan to be very fufpicious of Pompey ; and pre-

NIUS BIBU- pared to defend himſelf by his genuin forces, the

Senate and the Knights, with the honeft of all

ranks, who were ready to fly to his affiftance

from all parts of Italy [a] . This was the fitua-

tion of affairs, when Clodius entered upon the

Tribunate ; where his firſt act was, to put the

fame affront on Bibulus, which had been offered

before to Cicero, on laying down that office, by

not fuffering him to speak to the people, but onely to

take the accustomed oath.

Q. METELLUS CELER, an excellent Citizen

and Patriot, who from his Confulfhip obtained

the Government of Gaul, to which Cæfar now

fucceded, died fuddenly this fummer at Rome, in

thevigor of his health and flower of his age, not

without fufpicion ofviolence. His wife, thefifter

of Clodius, a lewd, intriguing woman, was com-

monly thought to have poyfoned him ; as well to

revenge his oppofition to all the attempts of her

brother, as to gain the greater liberty of purſuing

her own amours. Cicero does not fcruple to

charge her with it in his fpeech for Cælius, where

he gives a moving account of the death of her

hufband, whom he vifited in his laft moments ;

when in broken, faultering accents be foretold the

[a ] Clodius eft inimicus

nobis . Pompeius confirmat

eum nihil facturum effe con-

tra me. Mihi periculofum

eft credere ad refiftendum

me paro . Studia fpero me

fumma habiturum omnium

ordinum . Ibid . 21 .

Si diem Clodius dixerit,

tota Italia concurret—fin au-

tem vi agere conabitur- om-

nes fe & fuos liberos , amicos,

clientes, libertos, fervos, pe-

cunias denique fuas pollicen-

tur. Ad Quint. Fr. 1. 2 .

Storm,
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Cic. 48.

ftorm, which was ready to break, both upon Cicero A. Urb. 094.

and the Republic ; and in the midst of his agonies

fignified it to be his onely concern in dying, that his

friend and his country fhould be deprived of his help CASAR,

at fo critical a conjuncture [b] .

Coff.

C. JULIUS

M. CALPUR

By Metellus's death a place became vacant in NIUS BIBU-

the College of Augurs : and though Cicero was fo LUS.

fhy of accepting any favor from the Triumvirate,

yet he feems inclined to have accepted this, if it

had been offered to him, as he intimates in a letter

to Atticus. Tell me, fays he, every tittle of news

that is stirring ; and fince Nepos is leaving Rome,

who is to have his brother's Augurate : it is the

onely thing with which theycould tempt me. Obferve

my weakness! But whathave Ito do withfuch things,

to which I long to bid adieu, and turn myselfintirely

to Philofophy? I am now in earnest to do it ; and

wifh that I had been fofrom the beginning [ c ] . But

[6] Cum ille-tertio die

poft quam in curia, quam in

roftris, quam in Repub. flo-

ruiffet, integerrima ætate, op-

timo habitu, maximis viri-

bus, eriperetur bonis omni-

bus atque univerfæ civitati .

Cumme intuens flentem figni-

ficabat interruptis atque mori-

entibus vocibus, quanta im-

penderet procella urbi, quan-

ta tempeftas civitati- ut non

fe emori, quam fpoliari fuo

præfidio cum patriam , tum

etiam me doleret.-Ex hac

igiturdomoprogreffa illa mu-

lier de veneni celeritate dice-

re audebit ? Pro Cælio, 24.

[c] Et numquid novi om-

nino: & quoniam Nepos pro-

ficifcitur, cuinam Auguratus

deferatur, quo quidein uno

his

ego ab iftis capi poffum. Vide

levitatem meam ! Sed quid

ego hæc, quæ cupio depo-

nere, & toto animo atque

omni cura ho ? Sic,

inquam, in animo eft ; vel-

lem ab initio. Ad Att. 2. 5 .

An ingenious French wri-

ter, and an Engliſh one alſo,

not lefs ingenious, have taken

occafion from this paffage to

form a heavy charge againſt

Cicero both in his civil and

moral character. The French-

man defcants with great gra-

vity on the foible ofhumanna-

ture, andthe astonishing weak-

nefs ofour Orator, infuffering

a thought to drop from him,

which must for ever ruin his

credit with pofterity, and de-

ftroy that high opinion of his

virtue,
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Coff.

C. JULIUS

CESAR,

LUS.

A. Urb. 694. his inclination of the Augurate, at this time, was

Cic. 48. nothing elſe, we fee, but a fudden ſtart of an un-

weighed thought ; no fooner thrown out, than

retracted ; and dropt onely to Atticus, to whom

M. CALPUR-he uſed to open all his thoughts with the fame free-

NIUS BIBU-dom, with which they offered themselves to his own

mind [d]: for it is certain, that he might have

had this very Augurate, ifhe had thought it worth

afking for; nay, in a letter to Cato, who could

not be ignorant of the fact, he fays, that he had

actually flighted it ; which feems indeed to have

been the cafe [e] : for though he was within

twenty miles of Rome, yet he never ſtirred from

his retreat to follicit or offer himſelf for it, which

he muſt neceffarily have done, ifhe had any real

defire to obtain it.

CICERO's fortunes feemed now to be in a tot-

tering condition: his enemieswere gaining ground

upon him, and any addition of help from the

new Magiſtrates might turn the ſcale to his ruin.

Catulus uſed to tell him, thathehad no caufe tofear

virtue, whichhe laborsevery

where to inculcate. But a

proper attention to the gene-

ral tenor ofhis conductwould

eafily have convinced him of

the abfurdity of fo fevere an

interpretation ; and the facts

produced in this hiftory abun-

dantly fhew, that the paffage

itſelfcannot admit any other

ſenſe, than what I have given

to it, as it is rendered alfo by

Mr. Mongault, thejudicious

Tranflator ofthe Epiftles to

Atticus, viz. that the Augu-

rate was the onely bait, that

couldtempt him ; not togointo

the meaſures of the Triumvi-

rate, for that was never in

his thoughts, but to accept

any thingfromthem, or ſuffer

himſelfto be obligedto them.

See Hift. de l'Exil de Ciceron.

p. 42. Confiderations on the

Life of Cic. p . 27.

[d] Ego tecum, tanquam

mecumloquor. Ad Att. 8. 14.

[e] Sacerdotium denique,

cum, quemadmodum te exifti-

mare arbitror, non difficilli-

me confequi poffem, non ap-

petivi.-Idem poft injuriam

acceptam-ftudui quam orna-

tiffima Senatus populique Ro

mani de me judicia interce-

dere. Itaque & Augur poftea

fieri volui, quod antea ne-

glexeram. Ep. fam. 15. 4.

any
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any thing ; for that one good Conful wasfufficient to

protect him ; and Rome bad never known two bad

ones in office together, except in Cinna's tyranny [f].

But that day was now come ; and Rome faw in

this year, what it had never feen before in peace-

full times fince it's foundation, two profligatemen

advanced to that high dignity.

Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR

NIUS PISO,

THESE were L. Capurnius Pifo and A. Gabi- A. Urb. 695-

nius ; the one, the father-in-law of Cafar ; the

other, the creature of Pompey. Before their en-

trance into office, Cicero bad conceived great hopes

ofthem, and not without reafon ; for, by the mar- A. GABINIUS.

riage of his daughter, he was allied to Pifo ; who

continued to give him all the marks of his confi-

dence, and had employed him, in his late electi-

on, toprefide over the votes of the leading Century;

and when he entered into his office, on the firſt

ofJanuary, afked his opinion the third in the Se-

nate, or the next after Pompey and Craffus [g] :

and he might flatter himfelf alfo probably, that,

onaccount ofthe influence whichthey were under,

they would not be very forward to declare them-

felves againſt him [b]. But he prefently found

[f] Audieram ex fapien-

tiffimo homine-Q. Catulo,

nonfæpe unum Confulem im-

probum, duos vero nunquam

poft Romam conditam, ex-

cepto illo Cinnano tempore,

fuiffe. Quare meam caufam

femper fore firmiffimam di-

cere folebat, dum vel unusin

Repub. Conful effet. Poft

red. in Sen. 4.

[g] Confules fe optime

oftendunt. Ad Quint. Fr.

I, 2.

himfelf

Tu mifericors me affinem

tuum, quem tuis comitiis præ-

rogative primum cuftodem

præfeceras ; quem kalendia

Januariis tertio loco fententi-

am rogaras, conftructum iní-

micis Reipub. tradidifti . Poft

red. in Sen. 7. In Pif. 5, 6.

[b] The Author of the

Exil ofCicero, to aggravate

the perfidy ofGabinius, tells

us, that Cicero had defended

him in a capital cauſe, and

produces a fragment of the

Oration:
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Cic. 49-

Coff.

A. Urb. 695. himſelfdeceived : for Clodius had already fecured

them to his meaſures, byaprivate contract, to pro-

L. CALPUR- Cure for them, by agrant ofthe people, two ofthe

NIUS PISO, beft Governments of the Empire ; for Pifo, Mace-

A. GABINIUS. donia, with Greece and Theffaly ; for Gabinius, Ci-

licia : and when this laft was not thought good

enough, and Gabinius feemed to be difpleafed

with his bargain, it was exchanged foon after for

Syria, with a power of making war upon the Par-

thians [ i]. For this price they agreed to ferve

him in all his defigns, and particularly in the op-

preffion of Cicero ; who, on that account, often

calls them, not Confuls, but brokers of Provinces,

and fellers of their Country [k] .

THEY were, both of them, equally corrupt in

their morals, yet very different in their tempers.

Pifo had been accufed the year before by P. Clo-

dius, of plundering and oppreffing the allies :

whenbythrowinghimſelfat the feet of hisjudges

in the moſt abject manner, and inthe midſt ofa

violent rain, he is faid to have moved the compaf-

fion of the bench, who thought it puniſhment

enough for a man of his birth, to be reduced to

the neceffity of proftrating himſelf fo miferably,

and rifingfo deformed and befmeared with dirt[ ].

But

Oration but he mistakes the

time ofthe fact ; for that de-

fence was not made till feve-

ral years after this Conful-

hip; as wefhall fee hereafter

in it's proper place. Hift.

de l'Exil de Cic. p . 115.

[ ] Foedus fecerunt cum

Tribuno pleb. palanı, ut ab

eo provincias acciperent, quas

vellent-id autem fœdus meo

fanguine ictum fanciri poffe

dicebant. Pro Sex. 10.

Cui quidem cum Ciliciam

dediffes, mutafti pactionem

&-Gabinio, pretio amplifi-

cato, Syriam nominatim de-

difti . Pro Dom. 9.

[k]Non Confules, fed Mer-

catores provinciarum, ac ven-

ditoresveftræ dignitatis. Poft

red. in Sen. 4.

[ ] L. Pifo, a P. Clodio

accufatus, quod graves & in-

tolerabiles injurias fociis intu-

liffet, haud dubiæ ruinæ me-

tum
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Coff.

But in truth, it was Cæfar's authority that faved A. Urb. 695

him, and reconciled him at the fame timeto Clo- Cic. 49.

dius. In his outward carriage, he affected the L. CALPUR

mien and garb of a Philofopher ; and his afpect Nius Piso,

greatly contributed to give him the credit of that A.GABINIUS.

character: he was fevere in his looks ; fqualid in bis

drefs ; flow in bis fpeech ; morofe in his manners ;

the verypicture of antiquity, and a pattern of the

ancient Republic ; ambitious to be thought a Patriot,

and a reviver of the old difcipline. But this garb

of rigid virtue covered a moft lewd and vicious

mind: he was furrounded always with Greeks,

to imprint a notion ofhis learning : but while others

entertained them for the improvement of their

knowledge ; be, for the gratification ofhis lufts ; as

bis cooks, bis pimps, or bis drunken companions. In

fhort, he was a dirty, fottifh, ftupid Epicurean ;

wallowing in all the low and filthy pleaſures of

life; till a falfe opinion of his wisdom, the fplendor

of his greatfamily, and thefmoaky images ofancef-

tors, whom he refembled in nothing but his com-

plexion, recommended him to the Confulship ; which

expoſed the genuin temper and talents of the

man [m].

VOL. I.

tum fortuito auxilio vitavit

quia jam fatis graves eum

pœnas fociis dediffe arbitrati

funt huc deductum neceffita-

tis, utabjicere fe tam fupplici-

ter, aut attollere tam deformi-

ter cogeretur. Val. M. 8. 1 .

[m]Quam teter incedebat?

quam truculentus ? quam ter-

ribilis afpectu ? Aliquem te

ex barbatis illis, exemplum

veteris imperii, imaginem

antiquitatis, columenReipub.

diceres intueri. Veftitus af-

Z HIS

pere, noſtra hae purpura ple-

beia, & pene fufca. Capillo

ita horrido, ut-tanta erat

gravitas in oculo, tanta con-

tractio frontis, ut illo fuper-

cilio Refpub. tanquam At

lante cœlum, niti videretur.

[ Pro Sext. 8. ] Quia triſtem

temper, quia taciturnum, quia

fubhorridum atque incultum

videbant, & quod erat eo no-

mine, ut ingenerata familia

frugalitas videretur ; fave-

bant etenim animus ejus-

vultu,
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A. Urb. 695. His Collegue Gabinius was no hypocrite, but a

Cic. 49. profeffed rake from the beginning , gay, foppie,

L. CALPUR- luxurious ; always curled, andperfumed ; and living

NIUS PISO, in a perpetual debauch
ofgaming, wine, and women ;

A.GABINIUS. Void of every principle of virtue, honor, and pro-

Coff.

bity; and fo defperate in his fortunes throughthe

extravagance ofhis pleaſures, that he had no other

refource, or hopes of fubfiftence, but from the

plunder of the Republic. In his Tribunate, to

pay his court to Pompey, be expofed to the mobthe

plan of Lucullus's boufe, to fhew what an expenſive

fabric one of the greateft fubjects of Rome was

building, as he would intimate, out of theſpoils of

the Treasury: yet this vain man, oppreffed with

debts, and ſcarce able to fhew his head, found

means, from theperquifites of his Confulship, to build

a much more magnificent palace, than Lucullus him-

felf had done [n]. No wonder then, that two fuch

Confuls, ready to facrifice the Empire itſelf to

their lufts and pleaſures, fhould barter away the

fafety and fortunes of a private Senator, whofe

virtue was a ſtanding reproof to them , and whofe

vultu, flagitia parietibus tege-

bantur-laudabat homo doc-

tus Philofophos nefcio quos

-9. Jacebat in fuo Græco-

rum fœtore & vino- Græci

ftipati, quini in lectulis, fæpe

plures. In Pif. 10. 27.

His utitur quafi præfectis

libidinum fuarum : hi volup-

tates omnes veftigant atque

odorantur: hifunt conditores

inftructorefque convivii, &c.

Poft . red. in Sen. 6.

Obrepifti ad honores erro-

re hominum, commendatione

fumofarum imaginum, qua-

rum fimile nihil habes præter

colorem. In Piſ. 1 .

-

[n]Alterunguentis affluens,

calamiftrata coma, defpiciens

confcios ftuprorum fefellit

neminem hominem emer-

fum fubito ex diuturnis tene-

bris luftrorum ac ftuprorum

- vino, ganeis, lenociniis,

adulteriifque confectum . Pro

Sext. 9 .

-

Cur ille gurges, heluatus

tecum fimul Reipub. fangui-

nem,ad cœlum tamen extruxit

villam in Tufculano viſceri-

bus ærarii. Pro Dom. 47.

very

3
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very preſence gave fome check to the free indul- A. Urb. 695

gence of their vices.

Cic. 49

Coff.

CLODIUS having gained the Confuls, made his L. CALPR

next attempt upon the people, by obliging them Nius Piso,

with feveral new laws, contrived chiefly for their A.GABINIUS.

advantage, which he now promulgated. First,

that corn fhould be distributedgratis to the Citizens .

Secondly, that no Magiftrates fhould take the Au-

fpices, or obferve the heavens, when the people were

actually affembled on public bufinefs. Thirdly, that

the old Companies or Fraternities of the City, which

the Senate had abolished, fhould be revived, andnew

ones inftituted. Fourthly, to pleafe thofe alfo of

higher rank, that the Cenfors fhould not expellfrom

the Senate, or inflict anymark of infamy on any man,

whowas not first openly accufed and convicted offome

crime by theirjoint fentence [o] . Theſe laws, though

generally agreeable, were highly unfeaſonable ;

tending to relax the public difcipline, at a time

whenitwanted moft to be reinforced : Cicero took

them all to belevelled at himſelf, and contrived

to pave the way to his ruin ; fo that he provided

his friend L. Ninnius, one of the Tribuns, to put

bisnegative upon them ; efpecially on the law ofFra

ternities ; which, under color of incorporating

thofe focieties, gave Clodius an opportunity of ga

thering an army, and enlifting into his fervice all the

fcumm and dregs of the City [ p] . Dion Caffius fays,

that Clodius fearing, left this oppofitionfhould retard

the effect of his otherprojects, perfuaded Cicero, in

an amicable conference, to withdraw his Tribun,

andgive no interruption to his laws, upon a promiſe

[ ] Vid. Orat. in Pifon .

4. & notas Afconii. Dio,

1. 38. p. 67.

[p] Collegia, non ea fo-

lum, quæ Senatus fuftulerat,

reftituta, fed innumerabilia

quædam nova ex omni fæce

urbis ac fervitio concitata.

In Piſon . 4.

7 .
and
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. and condition, that he would not make any attempt

Cic. 49. against bim [9] : but we find from Cicero's account,

L.CALPUR that it was the advice of his friends, which in-

NIUS PISO, duced him to be quiet againſt his own judge-

A.GABINIUS. ment ; because the laws themselves were popular,

anddid notperfonallyaffect bim: though he blamed

himſelf foon afterwards for his indolence, and

expoftulated with Atticus for adviſing him to it ;

when he felt to his coft the advantage which

Clodius had gained by it [r].

FOR the true defign of all theſe laws was, to

introduce onely with better grace, the grand plot

of the play ; the banishment of Cicero : which was

now directly attempted by a ſpecial law, import-

ing, that whoever had taken thelife ofa Citizen un-

condemned and without a trial, fhould be prohibited

from fire and water [s]. Though Cicero was not

named, yet he was marked out by the law: his

crime was, theputting Catiline's accomplices to death ;

which, though not done by his fingle authority,

but by ageneral vote of the Senate, and after afo-

lemn bearing and debate, was alledged to be illegal,

and contrary to the liberties of the people. Cicero,

findinghimſelfthus reduced to the condition ofa

criminal, changed his babit upon it, as it was ufual

in the cafe of a public impeachment ; andappeared.

about the ſtreets in a fordid or mourning gown, to

excite the compaffion of his Citizens : whilft Clo-

dius, at the bead of his mob, contrived to meet and

infult him at every turn ; reproaching him for bis

cowardice anddejection, and throwing dirt andftones

at him [ t]. But Cicero foon gathered friends

[9] Dio, 1. 38. p. 67.

[r] Nunquam effes paffus

mihi perfuaderi, utile nobis

effe legem de Collegiis per-

ferri. Ad Att. 3. 15.

[ ] Qui civem Romanum

indemnatum perimiffet, ej

aqua & igni interdiceretur .

Vell. Pat. 2. 45.

[] Plutarch. Cicero.

enough
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enough about him to fecure him from fuch in- A. Urb. 695.

fults ; " the whole body of the Knights and the Cic. 49.

་ young Nobility, to the number of twenty L. CALPUR

" thoufand [u], withyoung Craffus at theirhead; NIUS PISO,

" who all changed their habit, and perpetually A.GARINIUS,

" attended him about the City, to implore the

" protection and affiftance of the people.'

THE City was nowin great agitation, and every

part of it engaged on one fide or the other. The

Senate met inthe Temple ofConcord ; while Cicero's

friends affembled in the Capitol ; whence all the

Knights andthe young Nobles went in their habit

ofmourning tothrowthemſelves at the feetofthe

Confuls, and beg their interpofition in Cicero's

favor. Pifo kept his houfe that day on purpoſe

to avoid them ; but Gabinius received them with

intolerable rudeness, though their petition was

feconded by the intreaties and tears of the whole

Senate: be treated Cicero's characterandConfulfhip

with the utmoſt derifion, and repulfed the whole

company with threats and infults for theirfruitless

pains to fupport afinking caufe. This raiſed great

indignation in the affembly ; where the Tribun

Ninnius, inſtead of being diſcouraged by the vio-

lence of the Conful, made a motion, that the Se-

nate alfo fhould change their habit with the rest ofthe

City; which was agreed to inftantly by an unanimous

vote. Gabinius, enraged at this, flew out ofthe

Senate into the Forum ; where he declared to the

people from theRoftra, " that menwere miſtaken

" to imagine, that the Senate had any power in

" the Republic ; that the Knights fhouldpaydear

" for that day's work ; when, in Cicero's Con-

fulfhip, they kept guard in the Capitol with

66

[u] Pro me præfente Se- millia veftem mutaverunt.

natus, hominumque viginti Poft. red. ad Quir. 3.

Z
3 " their
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Coff.

66
now come, when thofe, who lived at that

time in fear, fhould revenge themſelves onL, CALPUR

NIUS PISO, " their enemies : and to confirm the truth of

AGABINIUS. " what he faid, he banifhed L. Lamia, a Ro-

" man Knight, two hundred miles from the

City, for his diftinguifhed zeal and activity in

" Cicero's fervice [x ] ;" an act ofpower, which

no Conful before him had ever prefumed to ex-

ert on any Citizen ; which was followed prefent-

ly " by an edict from both the Confuls ; for-

66

bidding the Senate to put their late vote in

" execution, and injoining them to reſume their

" ordinary drefs [y]. And where is there, fays

" Cicero, in all hiftory, a more illuftrious tefti-

mony to the honor of any man, than, that all

" the honeft by private inclination, and the Se-

" nate by a public decree, fhould change their

[x] Hic fubito cum incre-

dibilis in Capitolium multi-

tudo ex tota urbe, cunctaque

Italia conveniffet, vettem mu-

tandam omnes, meque etiam

omni ratione, privato confi-

lio, quoniam publicis ducibus

Refpub.careret, defendendum

putarunt. Erat eodem tem-

pore Senatus in æde Concor-

diæ, cum flens univerfus or-

do cincinnatumConfulem ora-

bat, nam alter ille horridus

& feverus domi fe confulto

tenebat. Qua tum fuperbia

conum illud ac labes amplif-

fimi ordinis preces & clarif-

fimorum civium lacrymas re-

pudiavit ? Me ipfum ut con-

temfit helluo patria?---Veftris

precibus a latrone ifto repu-

diatis, vir incredibili fide

-

L. Ninnius ad Senatum de

Repub. retulit . Senatufque

frequens veftem pro mea fa-

lute mutandam cenfuit.-Ex-

animatus evolat e Senatu

advocat concionem-errare

homines, fi etiam tum Sena-

tum aliquid in Rep. poffe ar-

bitrarentur.-Veniffe tempus

iis , qui in timore fuiſſent, ul-

cifcendi fe.-L. Lamiam- in

concione relegavit, edixitque

ut ab urbe abeffet millia paf-

fuum ducenta - [Pro Sext,

11 , 12 , 13. it . poft red . in

Sen. 5. ] Quod ante id tem-

pus civi Romano contigit ne-

mini. Epift. fam. 11. 16.

-

[ ] Cum fubito edicunt

duo Confules, ut ad fuum

veftitum Senatores redirent.

Ep. fam. 11. 14. .

" habit
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" habit for the fake of a fingle Citizen ? [ z]." A. Urb. 695 .

BUT the refolution of changinghisgown was too

hafty and inconfiderate, and helped to precipitate L. CALPUR

his ruin. He was not named in the law, nor per- NIUS Pro,

fonally affected by it : the terms of it were general A.GABINIUS,

and feemingly juft, reaching onely to thofe, who

bad taken the life of a Citizen illegally. Whether

this was his cafe, or not, was not yet the pointin

iffue, but tobe the fubject of another trial : fo that

bymaking himſelf a criminal before his time, he

fhortened the trouble of his enemies, difcouraged

his friends, and made his cafe more defperate than

he needed to have done : whereas, ifhe had taken

the part of commending orflighting the law, as being

wholly unconcerned in it ; and when he came to be

actually attacked by a fecond law, and brought to

a trial upon it, had ftood refolutely upon his de-

fence, he might have baffled the malice of his pro-

fecutors. He was fenfible of his error, when it was

too late; and oft reproaches Atticus, that being a

ftander by, and less heated in the game than himself,

be would fuffer him to make fuch blunders [a].

As the otherConful, Pifo, had not yet explicitely

declared himſelf, fo Cicero, accompanied by his

fon-in-law, who was his near kinfman, took occa-

fion to make him a viſit, in hopes to move him

[x] Quid enim quifquam

potelt ex omni memoriâ fu-

mere illuftrius, quam pro u-

no cive & bonos omnes pri-

vato confenfu, & univerfum

Senatum publico confilio mu-

taffe veftem? Ibid. 12 .

[a] Nam prior lex nos ni-

hil lædebat : quam fi, ut eft

promulgata, laudare voluiffe-

mus, aut, ut erat negligenda,

negligere, nocere omnino no-

bis non potuiffet. Hic mihi

primum meum confilium de-

fuit ; fed etiam obfuit. Cæ-

ci, cæci, inquam, fuimus in

veftitu mutando, in populo

rogando. Quod, nifi nomi-

natim mecum agi cœptum

effet, perniciofum fuit.--Me,

meos meis tradidi inimicis,

infpectante & tacente te; qui,

fi non plus ingenio valebas

quam ego, certe timebas mi-

nus. Ad Att. 3. 15.

Z 4 ta



344 The HISTORY of the Life

Coff.

A. Urb. 695 , to efpouſe his caufe, and fupport the authority of

Cic. 49. the Senate. They went to him about eleven in

L. CALPUR- the morning, and found him, as Cicero afterwards

NIUS PISO, told the Senate, " coming out from a little, dirty

A.GABINIUS. hovel, fresh from the laſt night's debauch, with

" his flippers on, his head muffled, and his breath

" fo ftrong of wine, that they could hardly bear

" the ſcent of it : he excufed his dreſs, and ſmell

" of wine, on the account of his ill health ; for

" which he was obliged, he faid, to take fome

" vinous medicines , but he kept them ſtanding

" all the while in that filthy place, till they had

" finiſhed their bufinefs. As foon as Cicero en-

" tered into the affair, he frankly told them, that

" Gabinius was fo miferably poor, as not to be

" able to fhew his head ; and must be utterly

" ruined, if he could not procure fome rich pro-

" vince; that he had hopes of one from Clo-

" dius, but defpaired of any thing from the Se-

nate ; that for his own part, it was his buſineſs

❝to humor him on this occafion, as Cicero had

" humored his Collegue in his Confulfhip, an

" that there was no reafon to implore the help

" of the Confuls, fince it was every man's duty

to look to himſelf [b] : " which was all that

they could get from him.

B6

CLODIUS, all the while, was not idle, but

puſhed on his law with great vigor ; and calling

the people into the Flaminian Circus, fummoned

thither alfo the young Nobles and the Knights, who

were fo bufy in Cicero's caufe, to give an account

-
[b] Egere Gabinium ;

fine provincia ftare non poffe :

fpem habere a Tribuno pleb.

a Senatu quidem defpe-

raffe; hujus te cupiditati ob-

fequi, ficut ego feciffem in

Collega meo : nihil effe quod

præfidium Confulum implo

rarem ; fibi quemque confu-

lere oportere, &c. In Pi-

fon. 6,

-

of
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of theirconduct to that affembly: but as foon as they A. Urb. 695.

appeared, be ordered his flaves and mercenaries to Coff.

fall upon them with drawn fwords, and vollies ofL. CALPUK-

Stones, in fo rude a manner, that Hortenfius was NIUS PISO,

almoft killed, and Vibienus, another Senator, fo de- A.GABINIUS.

fperatelyburt, that he diedfoonafter ofhis wounds[c].

Herehe produced the two Confuls, to deliver their

fentiments to the people on the merit of Cicero's

Confulfbip ; when Gabinius declared withgreatgra-

vity, that he utterly condemned the putting Citizens

to death without a trial: Pifo onely faid, that be

badalways been on the mercifulfide, and had agreat

averfion to cruelty [d] . The reafon of holding this

affembly in theFlaminian Circus, without the gates

of Rome, was to give Cæfar an opportunity of

affifting at it, who, being now invefted with a mili-

tary command, could not appear within the walls.

Cæfar therefore being called upon, after the Con-

fuls, to deliver his mind on thefame queſtion, de-

clared, " that the procedings against Lentulus and

" the reft were irregular and illegal ; but that he

"could not approve the defign of puniſhing any

" body for them: that all the world knew his

" fenfe ofthe matter, and that he had given his

vote againſt taking away their lives ; yet hedid

66

[c] Qui adeffe nobiliffimos

adolefcentes, honeftiffimos E-

quites Romanos deprecatores

meæ falutis jufferit ; eofque

operarum fuarum gladiis &

lapidibus objecerit. Pro Sext.

12.

Vidi hunc ipfum Horten-

fium, lumen & ornamentum

Reipub. pæne interfici fervo-

rum manu-qua in turba C.

Vibienus, Senator, vir opti-

mus, cum hoc cum effet una,

ita eft multatus, ut vitam

amiferit . Pro Mil . 14.

[d] Prefla voce & temu-

lenta, quod in cives indem-

natos effet animadverfum,

id fibi dixit gravis auctor ve-

hementiffime difplicere . Poft

red. in Sen. 6.

Cum effes interrogatus quid

fentires de Confulatu meo,

reſpondes, crudelitatem tibi

non placere. In Pif. 6. Te

femper mifericordem fuiſſe.

Poft red . in Sen. 7.

❝ not
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A. Urb. 695. " not think it right to propound a law at this

" time, about things that were fo long paft [e]."

This anfwer was artful, and agreeable to the part

NIUS PISO, whichhe was then acting ; for while it confirmed

A.GABINIUS. the foundation of Clodius's law, it carried a fhew

of moderation towards Cicero ; or, as an ingeni-

ous writer expreffes it, left appearances onely to the

one, but did real fervice to the other [f ].

In this fame affembly, Clodius got a new law

likewife enacted, that made a great alteration in

the conftitution of the Republic ; viz . the repeal

of theElian and Fufian laws ; bywhich the people

were left at liberty to tranfact all public buſineſs,

even onthe days called Fafti, without being liable to

be obftructed bytheMagiftrates on any pretence what-

foever [g]. The two laws, now repealed, had

been in force about a hundred years [b] ; and made

it unlawfull to act any thing with the people, while

the Augurs or Confuls were obferving the heavens and

taking the aufpices. This wife conftitution was the

main fupport ofthe ariftocratical intereft, and a

perpetual curb to the petulance of factious Tri-

buns, whofe chief opportunity of doing miſchief

lay in their power of obtruding dangerous laws

[e] Dio, 1. 38. p. 69.

[F] Exil. de Cic. p . 133.

[g] Lifdem Confulibus fe-

dentibus atque infpectantibus

lata lex eft, ne aufpicia vale-

rent, ne quis obnunciaret, ne

quis legi intercederet; ut om-

nibus faftis diebus legem ferre

liceret: ut lex Ælia, lex Fu-

fia ne valeret. Qua una ro-

gatione quis non intelligat,

univerfam Rempublicam effe

deletam ? [Pro Sext. 15. ] Suf-

tulit duas leges, Æliam & Fu-

fiam, maxime Reipub . falu-

tares. De Harufp. refp. 27.

The Dies Fafii were the

days on which the courts of

law were open, and the Præ-

tors fat to hear cauſes, which

were marked for that pur-

pofe in the Calendars : but

before this Clodian law it

was not allowed to tranfact

any buſineſs upon them with

the people.

[b] Centum prope annos

legem Æliam & Fufiam te-

nueramus. In Pif. 5-

upon



of M. TULLIUS CICERO. 347

Coff.

upon the City, by their credit with the populace. A. Urb. 695.

" Cicero therefore frequently laments the lofs of Cic. 49 .

" theſe two laws, as fatal to the Republic ;" he L. CALPUR

calls them " the moſt facred and falutary laws of NIUS PISO,

" the State ; the fences of their civil peace and A.GABINIUS.

quiet ; the very walls and bulwarks of the Re-
66

66

public ; which had held out againſt the fierce-

" nefs ofthe Gracchi ; the audacioufnefs of Satur-

" ninus ; the mobs of Drufus ; the bloodſhed of

" Cinna ; the arms of Sylla [i] ;" to be abolished

at laft bythe violence of this worthless Tribun.

66

POMPEY, who had hitherto been giving Cicero

the ſtrongeſt affurances of his friendſhip, and been

frequent and open in his vifits to him, began now,

as the plot ripened towards a crifis, to grow cool

and referved ; while the Clodianfaction, fearing left

he might be induced at laſt to protect him, were

employing all their arts " to infufejealoufies and

fufpicions into him ofa defign against himfrom

" Cicero. They pofted fome of their confidents

" at Cicero's houfe, to watch his coming thither,

" and to admoniſh him bywhiſpers and billets put

" into his hands, to be cautious ofventuring him-

" felf there, and to take better care of his life ;

" whichwasinculcated tohim likewife fo ftrongly

" at home byperpetual letters and meffages from

" pretended friends, that he thought fit to with-

" drawhimſelf from the City, to his houſe on the

" Alban hill [k]." It cannot be imagined, that

[ ] Deinde fan&tiffimas le-

ges, Eliam & Fufiam, quæ

in Gracchorum ferocitate, &

in audacia Saturnini, & in

colluvione Drufi, & in cruore

Cinnano, etiam inter Syllana

arma vixerunt, folus concul-

caris ac pro nihilo putaris.

he

In Vatin. 9. Propugnacula

murique tranquillitatis & otii.

In Pifon. 4.

[k] Cum iidem illum, ut

me metueret, me caveret, mo-

nuerunt ; iidem me, mihi il-

lum uni effe inimiciffimum,

dicerent.-Pr. Dom. XI.

Quem
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A. Urb. 695. he could entertain any real apprehenfion ofCicero;

Cic. 49. both Cicero's character and his own make thatin-

Coff. credible: but if he had conceived any, it was not,

NIUS PISO, as Cicero fays, against him, but against the common

A.GABINIUS. enemies of them both, left they might poffibly attempt

L. CALPUR-

fomewhat in Cicero's name ; and, by the opportu

nity of charging it upon Cicero, hope to get rid

of them both at the fame time. But the moſt

probable conjecture is, that being obliged, by his

engagements with Cæfar, to defert Cicero, and fuf-

fer him to be driven out of the City, he was will-

ing to humor theſe infinuations, as giving the

moſt plaufible pretext of excufing his perfidy.

BUT Cicero had ftillwith him not onely all the

beſt, but much the greateſt part of the City ; de-

termined to run all hazards, and expofe their lives

for hisfafety [ ] ; and was more than a match for

all the ftrength of Clodius and the Confuls, if the

Triumvirate onely would ftand neuter. Before

things came therefore to extremity, he thought it

adviſeable to prefs Pompey in fuch a manner, as

to know for certain, what he had to expect from

him: fome of his chief friends undertook this

taſk ; Lucullus, Torquatus, Lentulus, &c. who,

with a numerous attendance of Citizens, went to

find him at his Alban Villa, and to intercede with

him, not to defert the fortunes of his old friend.

He received them civilly, though coldly ; re-

Quem-domi meæ certi

homines ad eam rem compo-

fiti monuerunt, ut effet cau-

tior : ejufque vitæ a me infi-

dias apudme domi pofitas effe

dixerunt : atque hanc ei fuf-

picionem alii litteris mitten-

dis, alii nunciis, alii coram

ipfi excitaverunt, ut ille, cum

a me certe nihil timeret, ab

illis, ne quid meo nomine

molirentur, cavendum puta-

ret. Pro Sext. 18.

[7] Si ego in cauſa tam

bona, tanto ftudio Senatus,

confenfu tam incredibili bo-

norum omnium, tam parato,

tota denique Italia ad om-

nem contentionem expedita.

Ib. 16.

ferring
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ferring them wholly to the Confuls, and declar- A. Urb. 695 .

ing, " that he, being onely a private man, could Cic. 49 .

" not pretend to take the field againſt an armed L. CALPUR

" Tribun, without a public authority ; but if NIUS PISO,

" the Confuls, by a decree ofthe Senate, would A.GABINIUS.

" enter into the affair, he would preſently arm

" himſelf in their defence [m]." With this an-

fwer they addreffed themfelves again to the Con-

fuls: but with no better fuccefs than before : Ga-

binius treated them rudely ; but Pifo calmly told

them, that he was not foftout a Conful, as Torqua-

tus and Cicero bad been ; that there was no need of

arms, orfighting; that Cicero might fave the Re-

public afecond time, if he pleafed, by withdrawing

bimfelf; for ifhe ftaid, it would cost an infinite

quantity of civil blood ; and inshort, that neither

be, nor bis collegue, nor his fon-in-law, Cæfar, would

relinquish the party of the Tribun [n].

AFTER this repulfe, Cicero refolved to make

his laſt effort on Pompey, by throwing himſelf in

perfon at hisfeet. Plutarch tells us, that Pompey

Лipt out at a back door, and would not fee him : but

it is certain from Cicero's account, that he was

admitted to an audience ; " and when he began

" to prefs and even fupplicate him, in a manner

" the moſtaffecting, that Pompey flatly refuſed

[m] Nonne ad te L. Len-

tulus, L.Torquatus, M. Lu-

cullus venit ? Qui omnes ad

eum, multique mortales ora-

tum in Albanum obfecratum-

que venerant, ne meas fortu-

nas defereret, cum Reipub.

fortunis conjunctas.-Se con-

tra armatum Tribunum pleb.

fine confilio publico decertare

nolle Confulibus ex Senatus

confulto Rempub. defenden-

tibus, fe arma fumpturum.

In Pifon. 31 .

[n] Quid, infelix, refpon-

deris ?-Te non effe tam for-

tem, quam ipfe Torquatus in

confulatu fuiffet, aut ego :

nihil opus effe armis, nihil

contentione : me poffe iterum

Rempub. fervare, fi ceffiffem;

infinitam cædem fore, fi refti-

tiffem. Deinde ad extremum,

neque fe, neque generum, ne-

que collegam fuum Tribuno

pleb. defuturum. Ibid.

66 to
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A. Urb. 695. " to help him ; alledging in excufe to himſelf,

" the neceffity, which he was under, of acting

" nothing againſt the will of Cæfar [o ]." This

NIUS Piso, experiment convinced Cicero, that he had a much

A.GABINIUS. greater power to contend with, than what had

yet appeared in fight : he called therefore a

council of his friends, with intent to take his

final refolution, agreeably to their advice. The

queftion was, Whether it was beft tostay, and de-

fend himself by force ; or to fave the effufion of

blood, by retreating, till thestorm should blow over:

Lucullus advised the first ; but Cato, and above

all Hortenfius, warmly urged the last ; which con-

curring alſo with Atticus's advice, as well as the

fears and entreaties of all his own family, made

him refolve to quit the field to his enemies, and

fubmit to a voluntary exil [p].

A LITTLE before his retreat he took a ſmall

ftatue ofMinerva, which had long been reverenced

in his family, as a kind of Tutelar Deity, and

carrying it to the Capitol, placed it in the Temple of

Jupiter, under the title of Minerva, the guardian

of the City [q ]. His view might poffibly be to

fignify, that after he had done all, which hu-

man prudence could contrive, for the defence of

the Republic, he was now forced to give it up

to the protection of the Gods ; fince nothing lefs

than the interpofition of fome Deity could pre-

ſerve it from ruin ; or rather, as he himfelf

[o] Is, qui nos fibi quon-

dam ad pedes ftratos ne fub-

levabat quidem, qui fe nihil

contra hujus voluntatem fa-

cere poffe aiebat. Ad Att.

10. 4.

[P] Lacrymæmeorum me

ad mortem ire prohibuerunt.

Ibid . 4. Plutar. in Cic .

[9] Nos, qui illam cufto-

dem urbis, omnibus ereptis

noftris rebus ac perditis, vio-

lari ab impiis paffi non fumus,

eamque ex noftra domo in

ipfius patris domum detuli-

mus. De Leg. 2. 17.

feems
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feems to intimate, in the uncertain iffue of his A. Urb. 695.

Cic. 49-

flight, and the plunder of his goods, which was Coff.

likely to enfue, he had a mind to preferve this L. CALPUR-

facred image, in the moſt confpicuous part of the NIUS PISO,

City, as a monument of his fervices, which A.GABINIUS.

would naturally excite an affectionate remem-

brance of him in the people, by letting them

ſee, that his heart was ſtill there, where he had

depofited his Gods. After this act he withdrew

himſelf in the night, eſcorted by a numerous

guard of friends, who, after a day's journey or

two, left him, with great expreffions of tender-

nefs, to purfue his way towards Sicily ; which

he propofed for the place of his refidence, and

where, for his eminent fervices to the iſland,

he affured himſelf of a kind reception and fafe

retreat.

SECT.
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A. Urb. 695.

Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR

T

SECT. V.

HE wretched alternative to which Cicero

was reduced, of lofing either his country

or his life, is fufficient to confute all the cavils of

NIUS PISO, thofe, who, from a hint or two in his writings,

A.GABINIUS. obfcurely thrown out, and not well underſtood,

are fo forward to charge him with the levity of

temporizing, or felling himſelf for any bribe,

which could feed his vanity: for nothing is more

evident, than that he might not onely have avoid-

ed this ftorm, but obtained whatever honors he

pleaſed, by entring into the meaſures of theTrium-

virate, and lending his authority to the fupport

oftheir power ; and that the onely thing, which

provokedCæfar to bring this calamity upon him,

was, to fee all his offers flighted, and his friendship

utterly rejected by him [a]. This he exprefsly de-

elares to the Senate, who were confcious of the

truth of it ; " That Cæfar had tried all means to

" induce him to take part in the acts of his Con-

66

66

fulfhip ; had offered him Commiſſions and

" Lieutenancies of what kind, and with what

" privileges he ſhould defire ; to make him even

" a fourth in the alliance of the Three, and to

" hold him in the fame rank of friendſhip with

" Pompey himſelf. All which I refufed, fays

" he, not out of flight to Cæfar, but conftancy

" to my principles ; and becaufe I thought the

acceptance of them unbecoming the character,

" which I fuftained ; how wifely, I will not dif-

pute ; but I am fure, that it was firmly and

66

66

-

[a] Hoc fibi contraxiffe

videbatur Cicero, quod inter

xx. viros dividendo agro

3

Campano effe noluiffet. Vell.

Paterc. 2. 45. ad Att. 9. 2 .

“ bravely ;
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" bravely ; when inftead of baffling the malice A. Urb. 695 .

" of my enemies, as I could eafily have done Coff.

by that help, I chofe to fuffer any violence, L. CALPUR

" rather than to defert your intereft, and de- NIUS PISO,

" fcend from my own rank [ ]."

A.GABINIUS.

CÆSAR Continued at Rome, till he faw Cicero

driven out of it ; but had no fooner laid down

his Confulfhip, than he began to be attacked and

affronted himself, by two of the new Prætors,

L. Domitius and C. Memmius ; who called in.

queftion the validity of his acts, and made feveral

efforts in the Senate to get them annulled by public

authority. But the Senate had no ftomach to

meddle with an affair fo delicate : fo that the

whole ended in fome fruitlefs debates and alter-,

cations ; and Cæfar, to prevent all attempts of

that kind in his abfence, took care always, by

force of bribes, to fecure the leading Magiftrates

to his interefts ; and fo went off to his province

of Gaul [c] . But as this unexpected oppofition

gave fome little ruffle to the Triumvirate, fo it

ferved them as an additional excufe for their

behaviour towards Cicero ; alledging, that their

[b] Conful egit eas res,

quarum me participem effe

voluit.-Me ille ut Quinque-

viratum acciperem rogavit :

me in tribus fibi conjunctif-

fimis Confularibus effe vo-

luit ; mihi legationem, quam

vellem, quanto cum honore

vellem, detulit . Quæ ego

non ingrato animo, fed ob-

ftinatione quadam fententiæ

repudiavi, &c. De Prov.

Conf. 17.

[c] Functus Confulatu, C.

Memmio, L. Domitio Præ-

toribus, de fuperioris anni

VOL. I.

actis referentibus, cognitio-

nem Senatui detalit : nec illo

fufcipiente, triduoque per ir-

ritas altercationes abfumpto,

in provinciam abiit— ad

fecuritatem igitur pofteri

temporis in magno negotio

habuit obligare femper an-

nuos magifiratus, & e peti-

toribus non alios adjuvare,

aut ad honorem pati per-

venire, quam qui fibi rece-

piffent propugnaturos abfun-

tiam fuam. Sueton. J.

Cæf. 23 .

A a bwn



354 The HISTORY of the Life

Coff.

A. Urb. 695 own dangers were nearer to them, than other peo-

Cic. 49. ple's ; and that they wereobliged, for their own

L. CALPUR- fecurity, nat to irritate fo popular a Tribun as Clo-

NIUS PISO, dius [ d ] .

A.GABINIUS. As foon as it was known that Cicero was

gone, Clodius filled the Forum with his band of

flaves and incendiaries, and publiſhed a fecond

law, to theRoman people, as he called them, though

there was not one boneft Citizen, or man of credit

amongst them [e]. The law, as we may gather

from the ſcattered paffages of it, was conceived

in the following terms.

Whereas M. T. Cicero has put Roman Citizens

to death unheard and uncondemned ; and for that

end forged the authority and decree of the Senate:

may it pleaſe you to ordain, that he be interdicted

from fire and water : that no body preſume to har-

bour or receive him on pain of death : and that

whoevershall move, fpeak, vote, or take any step to-

wards recalling him, he fhall be treated as a public

enemy ; unless thofe ſhould first be recalled to life,

whom Cicero unlawfully put to death [f].

THE law was drawn by Sext. Clodius, the

kinfman and prime minifter of the Tribun ;

though Vatinius alfo laid fome claim to it, and

was the onely one of Senatorian rank who openly

approved it [g ]. It was effentially null and in-

valid,

[d] Illi autem aliquo tum

timore perterriti, quod acta

illa, atque omnes res anni

fuperioris labefactari a Præ-

toribus, infirmari a Senatu,

atque principibus civitatis pu-

tabant, Tribunum popularem

a fe alienare nolebant, fua-

que fibi propiora pericula

effe, quam mea, loqueban

tur. Pro Sext. 18.

[e] Non denique fuffragii

latorem in ifta tua profcrip-

tione quenquam, nifi furem

ac ficarium reperire potuiſti .

Pro Dom. 18.

[f] Vid. Pro Dom. 18.

19, 20. Poft red. in Sen.

2 , X.

[g] Hanc tibi legem S.

Clodius fcriptit - homini e-

gentiffimo ac facinorofiffimo

S. Clodio,
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valid, both for the matter and the form : for in A. Urb. 695 *

Cic. 49.

the first place, it was not properly a law, but Coff.

what they called a privilege ; or an act, to inflict L. CALPUR

penalties on a particular Citizen by name, without NIUS PISO,

anyprevious trial ; which was expressly prohibited A.GABINIUS,

by the most facred and fundamental conftitutions of

the Republic [b]. Secondly, the terms of it were

fo abfurd, that they annulled themselves ; for it

enacted, not that Cicero may or ſhould be, but that

be be interdicted ; which was impoffible ; fince no

power on earth, fays Cicero, can make a thing to

be done, before it be done [i] . Thirdly, the penal

claufe being grounded on a fuggeftion notoriously

falfe, that Cicero had forged the decrees of the

Senate ; it could not poffibly ftand, for want of a

foundation [k] . Laftly, though it provided that

no body should harbour him, yet it had not ordered

him to be expelled, or injoined him to quit the

-

S. Clodio, focio tui fangui-

nis. Hoc tu fcriptore, hoc

confiliario, hoc miniftro -

Rempub. perdidifti . ProDom.

2. x. 18. Ille unus ordinis

noftri difceffu meo-- palam

exfultavit.-Pro Sext. 64.

[b] Vetant leges facratæ,

vetant XII. tabulæ, leges pri-

vatis hominibus irrogari. Id

eft enim Privilegium. Pro

Dom. 17.

[i] Non tulit ut interdica-

tur fed ut interdictum fit

Sexte nofter, bona venia,

quoniamjam dialecticus co-

quod factum non eft, ut fit

factum, ferri ad populum,

aut verbis ullis fanciri, aut

fuffragiis confirmari poteft ?

ib. 18. Quid fi iis verbis

fcripta eft ifta profcriptio, ut

fe ipfa diffolvat ? ib. 19.

N. B. The diftinction here

intimated between interdica-

tur, and interdictum fit, de-

ferves the attention of all

Grammarians. They are

commonly uſed indifferently,

as terms wholly equivalent ;

yet according to Cicero's cri-

ticifm , the one, we fee

makes the fenfe abfurd,

where the other is just and

proper.

[4] Eft enim, quod M.

Tullius falfum Senatus con-

fultum retulerit, fi igitur re-

tulit falfum Senatus conful-

tum, tum eft rogatio : fi non

retulit, nulla eit. Pro Dom.

19.

A a 2 City,
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. City [1 ]. It was the cuftom, in all laws made by

the Tribes, to infert the name of the Tribe, which

L. CALPUR- was first called to vote ; and of the man, who firſt

NIUS PISO, voted in it for the law ; that he might be tranf-

A.GABINIUS. mitted down with the law itſelf, as the principal

efpoufer and promotor of it [m]. This honor

was given to one Sedulius, a mean, obfcure fel-

low, without any fettled habitation, who yet af-

terwards declared, that he was not in Rome at the

time, and knew nothing at all ofthe matter : which

gave Cicero occafion to obferve, when he was

reproaching Clodius with this act, that Sedulius

might easily be the first voter, who, for want of a

lodging, ufed to lie all night in the Forum ; but it

wasstrange, that when he was driven to the necef

fity of forging a leader, heshould not be able to find

a more reputable one [n] .

WITH this law againft Cicero, there was an-

other publiſhed at the fame time, which, accord-

ing to the ftipulation already mentioned, was to

be the pay and price for it ; to grant to the two

Confuls the provinces above specified, with a provi-

fion of whatever troops and money they thought

[1] Tulifti de me ne re-

ciperer, non ut exirem

pœna eft, qui receperit ;

quam omnes neglexerunt ;

ejectio nulla cft. Ib . 20 .

[m] Tribus Sergia princi-

pium fuit: pro Tribu, Sextus

L. F. Varro primus fcivit.

This was the form, as ap-

pears from fragments of the

old laws. Vid. Frontin. de

Aquæd. Fragment. Legis

Thoria, apud rei agrar.

Scriptores. Liv. 9. 38.

-

[ ] Sedulio principe, qui

fe illo die confirmat Romæ

non fuiffe. Quod fi non fuit,

quid te audacius, qui in ejus

nomen incideris ? Quid de-

fperatius, qui ne ementiendo

quidem potueris auctorem

adumbrare meliorem ? Sin

autem is primus fcivit, quod

facile potuit, propter inopi-

am tecti in foro pernoctans.

Pro Dom. 30. Quam Sedu-

lius fe negat ſciviffe. Ib . 31 .

fit.
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fit [o]. Both the laws paffed without oppofition ; A. Urb. 695 .

and Clodius loft no time in putting the firft of Cic. 49.

them in execution ; but fell to workimmediately L. CALPUR

in plundering, burning, and demolishing Cicero's NIUS PIO.

boufes, both in the City and the country. The A.GABINIUS,

beft part of his goods was divided between the two

Confuls; the marble columns ofhis Palatin boufe

were carried publicly to Pifo's father-in-law ; and

the richfurniture of his Tufculan Villa to his neigh-

bour Gabinius; who removed even the trees of his

plantations into his owngrounds [ p] : and to make

the lofs of his houfe in Rome irretrievable, Clo-

dius confecrated the Area, on which it stood, to the

perpetualfervice of religion, and built a temple upon

it to the Goddess Liberty [2] .

WHILE Cicero's houfe was in fames, the two

Confuls, with all their feditious crew around

them, were publiclyfeafting and congratulatingeach

other for their victory, andfor having reverged the

death of their old friends on the head of Cicero ;

where, in the gaiety of their hearts, Gabinius

openly bragged, that he had always been the favorite

of Catiline ; and Pifo, that he was coufin to Ce-

[ ] Ut provincias accipe-

rent, quas ipfi vellent : exer-

citum & pecuniam quantam

vellent . Pro . Sext . x. in Pifon.

16. Illo ipfo die mihi

Reique pub. pernicies, Ga-

binio & Pifoni provincia ro-

gata eft. Pro Sext. 24.

-

[p] Uno eodemque tem-

pore domus mea diripiebatur,

ardebat bona ad vicinum

Confulem de Palatio ; deTuf-

culano ad item alterum vici-

num Confulem deferebantur.

Poft red. in Sen. 7 .

Cum domus in Palatio,

villa in Tufcdano, altera ad

alterum Confulem transfere,

batur, columnæ marmorca

ex ædibus meis , infpectante

populo Romano, ad focerum

Confulis portabantur : in

fundum autem vicini Confu-

lis non inftrumentum , aut

ornamenta villæ, fed etiam

arbores transfercbantur . Pra

Dom . 24.

[2] Cum fuis dicat fe ma

nibus domum civis optimi

evertiffe, & eam iifdem ma

nibus confecraffe,—Ib 40, ·

A a 3 thegus
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A. Urb. 695. thegus [r]. Clodius, in the mean while, not

content with exerting his vengeance onely on Ci-

L. CALPUR- Cero's houfes, purfued his wife and children with

NIUS PISO, the fame fury : and made feveral attempts toget

A.GABINIUS.young Cicero, the fon, into his hands, then aboutfix

years old, with an intent to kill him [s] : but the

child was carefully guarded by the friends ofthe

family, and removed from the reach of his ma-

lice. Terentia bad taken fanctuary in the temple

of Vesta, but was dragged out of it forcibly, by his

orders, to the public Office or Tribunal, where he

was fitting, to be examined, about the conceal-

ment of her huſband's effects : but being a wo-

man of fingular ſpirit and refolution, fhe bore

all his infults with a mafculine courage [t].

BUT while Clodius feemed to aim at nothing

in this affair, but the gratification of his revenge,

he was carrying on a private intereft at the fame

time, whichhe had much at heart. The houſe,

in which he himſelf lived, was contiguous to a

part of Cicero's ground ; which, being now

laid open, made that fide of the Palatin bill the

moft airy and defirable fituation in Rome : his

intention therefore was, by the purchaſe of an-

other houfe which flood next to him, to makethe

[r] Domus ardebat in Pa-

latio-Confules epulabantur,

& in conjuratorum gratula-

tione verfabantur ; cum alter

fe Catilinæ delicias, alter Cc-

thegi confobrinum fuiffe di-

ceret.--Pro Dom . 24. in Pi

fon. XI. Pro Sext. 24.

[ ] Vexabatur uxor mea :

liberi ad necem quæreban-

Pro Sext. 24.tur.

Quid vos uxor mea mifera

violarat ? Quam vexavifis,

aptavillisquid mea filia ?

-
Quid parvus filius ? —

Quid fecerat, quod eum to-

ties per infidias interficere

voluiftis ? Pro Dom. 23.

[ ] A te quidem omnia

fieri fortiffime, atque aman-

tiffime video : nec miror ;

nam ad me P. Valerius —

fcripfit id quod ego maximo

cum fletu legi, quemadmo-

dum a Veftæ ad tabulam Va-

leriam ducta effes . Ep. Fam .

14, 2 .

whole
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whole Area his own, with the benefit of the fine A. Urb. 695 .

Portico and Temple annexed : fo that he had no Coff.

fooner demolished Cicero's houſe, than he began L. CALPUR

to treat with the owner of the next, Q. Seius NIUS PISO,

Poftumus, a Roman Knight, who abfolutely refufed A.GABINIUS.

to fell it, and declared, that Clodius, of all men,

fhould neverhave it, while he lived : Clodius threat-

ened to obftruct his windows ; but finding that

neither his threats, nor offers availed any thing,

he contrived to get the Knight poyfoned ; and fo

bought the house, after his death, at the fale of his

effects, by outbidding all who offered for it. His

next ſtep was, to fecure the remaining part of

Cicero's area, which was not included in the con-

fecration, and was now alfo expofed by his direc-

tion to a public auction ; but as it was not eafy

to find any Citizen, who would bidfor it ; and he

did not care to buy it in his own name, he was

forcedto provide an obfcure, needy fellow, called

Scato, to purchaſe it for him, and by that means

became mafter of the most spacious habitation in

all the City [u].

[ ] Ipfe cum loci illius,

cum ædium cupiditate flagra-

ret. Pro Dom. 41 .

Monumentum ifte, nun-

quam aut religionem ullam

excogitavit : habitare laxe &

magnifice voluit : duafque &

magnas & nobiles domos

conjungere. Eodem puncto

temporis quo meus difceffus

ifti caufam cædis eripuit, a

Q. Seio contendit, ut domum

fibi venderet. Cum ille id

negaret, primo fe luminibus

ejus effe obftru&turum mina-

batur. Affirmabat Poftumus,

fe vivo, domum fuam iftius

A a 4 THIS

nunquam futuram . Acutus

adolefcens ex iftius fermone

intellexit,quid fieri oporteret .

Hominem veneno apertiffime

fuftulit. Emit domum , licita-

toribus defatigatis- inPalatio

pulcherrimo profpectu porti-

cum cum conclavibus pavi-

mentatam trecentum pedum

concupierat; ampliffimum pe-

riftylum, facile ut omnium

domos & laxitate & dignitate

fuperaret : & homo religio-

fus, cum ædes meas idem

emeret & venderet, tamen

illis tantis tenebris, non aufus

eft fuum nomen emptioni

afcribere .
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A. Urb. 695.
THIS defolation of Cicero's fortunes at home,

Cic. 49. and the mifery, which he fulfered abroad, in

L. CALPUR- being deprived of every thing that was dear to

NIUS PISO, him, foon made himrepent of the refolution of

A.GABINIUS . his fight ; which he afcribes to the enroy and

Coff.

treachery of his counfeliors, who taking the ad-

vantage of his fears, and the perplexity, which

he was under, pushed him to an act both ruinous

and inglorious. This he chiefly charges onHor-

tenfius ; and though he forbears to name him to

Atticus, on account of the ftrict friendſhip be-

tween them, yet he accufes him very freely to

his brother Quintus, of coming every day infidi-

oufty to his boufe, and with the greatest profeffions

of zeal and affection, perpetually infinuating to his

hopes and fears, that by giving way to the prefent

rage, he could not fail of being recalled with glory

in three days time [ x]. Hortenfius was particu-

larly intimate at this time with Pompey ; and

might poffibly be employed to urge Cicero to

this ftep, in order to fave Pompey the difgrace

of being forced to act against him with a high

hand. But let that be as it will, it was Pom-

pey's conduct, which fhocked Cicero the moſt :

not for it's being contrary to his oaths, which

the ambitious can eafily difpenfe with, but to

his intereft, which they never neglect, but

through weakneſs. The confideration of what
1 .

afcribere. Pofuit fcilicet Sca-

tonem illum. Pro Dom. 44.

―

At in iis ædibus , quas tu

Q. Seio Equite Romano

per te apertiffime interfecto,

tenes. De Harufp. refpon.

14.

[x] Me fumma fimulati-

one amoris, fummaque affi-

duitate quotidiana fceleratif-
L

fime, infidiofiffimeque tracta-

vit, adjuncto etiam Arrio,

quorum ego confiliis, pro-

miffis, præceptis deftitutus, in

hanc calamitatem incidi. Ad

Quint. Frat. 1. 3.

Sæpe triduo fumma cum

gloria dicebar effe rediturus,

Ib. 4.

was
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was useful to Pompey, made him depend on his A. Urb. 695 .

affiftance [y ]: he could have guarded against Cic. 49.

his treachery, but could not fufpect him of the

folly, of giving himſelf intirely up to Cæfar, NIUS PISO,

who was the principal mover and director of the A.GABINIUS.

whole affair.

In this ruffled and querulous ftate of his mind,

ftung with the recollection of his own miſtakes,

and the perfidy of his friends, he frequently la-

ments, that he had not tried the fate of arms,

and refolved either to conquer bravely, or fall bo-

norably : which he dwells fo much upon in his

letters, as to feem perfuaded, that it would have

been his wifeft courfe. But this is a problem, not

eafy to be folved : it is certain, that his enemies

were ufing all arts, to urge himto the refolution

of retreating; as if they apprehended the con-

fequences of his ftay : and that the real aim of

the Triumvirate was, not to deſtroy, but to hum-

ble him : yet it is no lefs certain, that all refift-

ance muſt have been vain, if they had found it

neceffary to exert their ftrength against him ;

and that they had already proceded too far, to

fuffer him to remain in the City, in defiance of

them and if their power had been actually em-

ployed to drive them away, his return muſt have

been the more defperate, and they the more in-

tereſted to keep him out ; fo that it feems to

have been his moſt prudent part, and the moſt

[y] Sed fi quifquam fuif-

fet, qui me Pompeii minus

liberali refponfo perterritum ,

a turpiffimo confilio revoca-

ret. Ad Att. 3. 15.

Multa, quæ mentem ex-

turbarent meam : fubita de-

fectio Pompeii.
Ad Quin.

Frat. 1. 4.

Nullum eft meum pecca-

tum, nifi quod iis credidi, a

quibus nefas putaram effe me

decipi, aut etiam quibus ne

id expedire quidem arbitra

bar.- Ibid.-

agreeable

L. CALPUR
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A. Urb. 695. agreeable to his character, to yield, as he did,

to the neceffity of the times.

Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR-
BUT we have a full account of the motives of

NIUS PISO, his retreat, in the ſpeeches, which he made after

A.GABINIUS. his return, both to the Senate and the people.

" When I faw the Senate, fays he, deprived of

" it's leaders : myſelf partly puſhed, and partly

66

66

66

betrayed by the Magiftrates ; the flaves en-

" rolled by name, under the color of fraterni-

ties; the remains of Catiline's forces brought

again into the field, under their old Chiefs ;

"the Knights terrified with Profcriptions ; the

Corporate Towns with military execution ;

" and all with death and deftruction ; I could

" ftill have defended my felf by arms ; and was

" adviſed to it by many brave friends, nor did

" I want that fame courage, which you had all

" feen me exert on other occafions ; but when

" I faw, at the fame time, that, if I conquered

my prefent enemy, there were many more

behind, whom I had ftill to conquer ; that,

" if I happened to be conquered, many honeſt

66 men would fall both with me and after me ;

" that there were people enough ready to re-

66

66

66
venge the Tribun's blood, while the puniſh-

" ment of mine would be left to the forms of a

" trial and to pofterity ; I refolved not to em-

" ploy force in defending my private ſafety,

" after I had defended that of the public with-

" out it ; and was willing, that honeſt men

" fhould rather lament the ruin of my fortunes,

" than make their own defperate by adhering to

" me : and if after all I had fallen alone, that

" would have been difhonorable to my ſelf : if

amidst the flaughter of my Citizens, fatal to

" the Republic [z]."

[*] Poit red . in Sea. 13. 14.

IN
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66
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66

Cic. 49.
In another ſpeech ; " If in fo good a caufe, A. Urb. 695 .

fays be, fupported with fuch zeal by the Se- Coff.

nate ; by the concurrence of all honeft men ; L. CALPUR

by the ready help of all Italy ; I had given NIUS PISO,

way to the rage of a defpicable Tribun, or A.GABINIUS.

" feared the levity of two contemptible Con-

" fuls, I must own myſelf to have been a cow-

ard, without heart or head- but there were

" other things which moved me.
That fury

" Clodius was perpetually proclaming in his

harangues, that what he did againſt me, was

" done by the authority of Pompey, Craffus,

" and Cæfar- that thefe Three were his coun-

" fellors in the cabinet, his leaders in the field ;

" one ofwhom had an army already in Italy, and

" the other Two could raife one whenever they

pleafed- What then ? Was it my part to

regard the vain braggs of an enemy, falfly

" thrown out againſt thoſe eminent men ? No ;

" it was not his talking, but their filence, which

" fhocked me ; and, though they had other

" reafons for holding their tongues, yet to one

" in my circumſtances, their faying nothing was

" a declaration ; their filence a confeffion : they

" had caufe indeed to be alarmed on their own.

66

66

account, left their acts of the year before

" fhould be annulled by the Prætors and the

" Senate many people alfo were inftilling

jealoufies of me into Pompey, and perpetu-

ally admonishing him to beware of me

66

66

" and as for Cæfar, whom fome imagined to be

angry with me, he was at the gates of the

City with an army ; the command of which

" he had given to Appius, my enemy's bro-

" ther- When I faw all this, which was open

" and manifeſt to every body ; what could I

“ do ? When Clodius declared in a public

" speech,
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L. CALPUR

NIUS PISO,

A.GABINIUS.

"

fpeech, that I muft either conquer twice, or

perifh fo that neither my victory, nor my

fall would have reſtored the peace of the Re-

" public [a]." )

cc
-

ac-

CLODIUS, having fatiated his revenge upon

Cicero, propofed another law, not lefs violent

and unjust, against Ptolemy, King of Cyprus ; to

deprive him of his kingdom, and reduce it to a

Roman province and confifcate his whole eftate.

This Prince was brother to the King of Egypt,

and reigning bythe fame right of hereditary fuc-

ceffion ; in full peace and amity with Rome ;

cufed of no practices, nor fufpected of any defigns

against the Republic ; whofe onely crime was to

be rich and covetous ; fo that the law was an

unparallelled act of injuftice, and what Cicero,

in a public fpeech, did not fcruple to call a mere

robbery [b]. But Clodius had an old grudge to

the King, for refusing to ransom him, when be

was taken by the Pirates ; and fending him onely

the contemptible fumm of two talents [c] : and

what, fays Cicero, muft other Kings think of their

fecurity, to fee their crowns and fortunes at the

"difpofal of a Tribun, and fix hundred mercena-

ries [d ]? Thelaw paffed however without any

oppofition ;

19.

[a ] Pr. Sextio. 16, -18, amicitia fuiffet.- Pro Dom.

[b] Qui cum lege nefaria

Ptolemæum, Regem Cypri,

fratrem Regis Alexandrini,

eodem jure regnantem, caufa

incognita, publicaffes, popu-

lumque Romanum fcelere

obligaffes cum in ejus reg-

num, bona, fortunas, latro-

cinium hujus imperii immi-

fiffes, cujus cum patre, avo,

majoribus, focietas nobis &

:

8.

Rex amicus, nulla injuria

commemorata, nullis repe-

titis rebus, cum bonis omni-

bus publicaretur. Pro Sext.

26. De quo nulla unquam

fufpicio durior. Ib. 27.

[c] Dio. 38. p. 78. Ap-

pian. 1. 2. 441 .

[d] En! cur cæteri Reges

ftabilem effe fortunam fuam

arbitrentur, cum -videant,

per
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oppofition ; and to fanctify it, as it were, and A. Urb . 695 .

give it the better face and color of justice, Cato Coff.

was charged with the execution of it : which gave L. CALPUR

Clodius a double pleafure, by impofing fo NIUS PISO,

fhameful a taſk upon the graveft man in Rome. A.GABINIUS

It was a part likewife of the fame law, as well as

of Cato's commiffion, to restore certain exils of

Byzantium, whom their City had driven outfor

crimes against the public peace [e] . The engag-

ing Cato in fuch dirty work was a maſter-piece,

and ferved many purpoſes of great ufe to Clo-

dius: firft ; to get rid of a troublesome adverfary

for the remainder of his magistracy : fecondly, to

fix a blot on Cato himself, and fhew, that the moſt

rigid pretenders to virtue might be caught by a

proper bait : thirdly, to stop his mouth for the

future, as he openly bragged, from clamoring

against extraordinary commiffions : fourthly, to

oblige bim, above all, to acknowledge the Validity

of his acts, by his fubmitting to bear a part in

them [f]. The Tribun had the fatisfaction to

per Tribunum aliquem &

fexcentas operas fe fortunis

fpoliari, & regno omni poffe

nudari ? Pro Sext. 27.

[e] Hujus pecuniæ depor-

tandæ, &, fi quis fuum jus

defenderet, bello gerendo

Catonem præfecifti, Pro

Dom. 8.

At etiam eo negotio M.

Catonis fplendorem maculare

voluerunt. Pro Sext . 28.

Tu una lege tulifti, ut Cy-

prius Rex-cum bonis omni-

bus fub præcone fubjiceretur,

& exules Byzantium reduce-

rentur. Eidem, inquit, utra-

que de re negotium dedi.

Pro Dom. 20.

[ ] Subhonorificentiffimo

minifterii titulo M. Catonem

a rep. relegavit. [ Vel. P. 2 .

45. Non illi ornandum M.

Catonem, fed relegandum

putaverunt : qui in concione

palam dixerint, linguam fe

evelliffe Catoni, quæ femper

contra extraordinarias po-

teftates libera fuiffet.Quod

fi ille repudiaffet, dubitatis

quin ei vis effet allata, cum

omnia acta illius anni per il-

lum unum labefactari vide-

rentur ? - Pro Sext. 28, 29 .

Gratulari tibi, quod idem

in pofterum M. Catonem,

tribunatu tuo removiffes . Pro

Dom. 9.

fee
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A. Urb. 695. fee Cato taken in his trap ; and received a con-

Cic. 49. gratulatory letter upon it from Cæfar, addreffed to

him in the familiar ftile, of Cæfar to Clodius ;

NIUS PISO, which he read publicly to thepeople, as aproofofthe

A.GABINIUS.fingular intimacy between them [g] . King Ptolemy,

in the mean while, as foon as he heard of the law,

and of Cato's approach towards Cyprus, put an end

to his life by poyfon ; unable to bear the difgrace

of lofing at once both his crown and his wealth.

Cato executed his commiffion with great fide-

lity ; and returned the year following, in a kind

of triumph to Rome, with all the King's effects

reduced into money, amounting to about a million

and a halfsterling ; which he delivered with great

Pomp into the public treaſury [b] .

THIS proceding was feverely condemned by

Cicero ; though he touches it in his public

fpeeches with fome tenderneſs for the fake of

Cato ; whom he labors to clear from any ſhare of

the iniquity : " The Commiffion, fays he, was

" contrived, not to adorn, but to baniſh Cato :

not offered, but impofed upon him.--Why

" did he then obey it ? Juft as he has fworn to

" obey other laws which he knew to be unjuft,

" that he might not expofe himſelf to the fury

" of his enemies, and without doing any good,

86

66

deprive the Republic of fuch a Citizen .
-

If

" he had not fubmitted to the law, he could not

" have hindered it ; the ftain of it would ftill

" have ſtuck upon the Republic, and he himſelf

" fuffered violence for rejecting it ; fince it

" would have been a precedent for invalidating

[g] Litteras in concione

recitafti, quas tibi a C. Cæ-

fare miffas effe diceres. Cæ-

far Pulchro. Cum etiam es

argumentatus, amoris effe

hoc fignum , cum nominibus

tantum uteretur. Ibid.

[6] Plutarch-Cato . Flor.

3.9.

4.
" all
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" all the other acts of that year : he confidered A. Urb. 695-

66 therefore, that fince the fcandal of it could

(6

Cic. 49-

Coff.

not be avoided, he was the perſon the beſt L. CALPUR-

qualified to draw good out of evil, and to NIUS Piso,

ferve his country well, though in a bad A.GABINIUS.

" cauſe [i]." But howfoever this may color, it

cannot juſtify Cato's conduct ; who valued him-

felf highly upon his Cyprian tranfactions ; and for

the fake of that commiffion was drawn in, as

Clodius expected, to fupport the authority, from

which it flowed, and to maintain the legality of

Clodius's Tribunate, in fome warm debates even with

Cicero himself [k].

•

AMONG the other laws made by Clodius,

there was one likewiſe, to give relief to the pri-

vate members of Corporate Towns, against the pub-

lic injuries of their communities. The purpoſe of

it was fpecious, but the real defign, to fkreen a

creature of his own, one Merula, of Anagnia,

who had been puniſhed or driven from his City

for fome notorious villainies, and who, in return

for this fervice, erected a ftatue to his patron,

on part of the area of Cicero's houfe, and in-

fcribed it to Clodius, the author of fo excellent a

law. But as Cicero told him afterwards in one

of his fpeeches, the place itself where the ftatue

food, the fcene of fo memorable an injury, confuted

both the excellency of the law and the infcrip-

tion [1].

[i ] Pro Sext. 28, 29.

[k] Plut. in Cato. Dio,

1.39 . 100.

[1] Legemde injuriis pub-

licis tulifti, Anagnino nefcio

cui Merulæ per gratiam, qui

tibi ob eam legem ftatuam

in meis ædibus pofuit ; ut

locus ipfe in tua tanta in-

juria legem & infcriptionem

Statuæ refelleret. Quæ res

Anagninis multo majori do-

lori fuit, quam quæ idem il-

le gladiator fcelera Anagniæ

feceret . Pro Dom. 30 .

BUT
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BUT it is time for us to look after Cicero in his

flight ; who left Rome about the end of March ;

for on the eighth of April we find him at Vibo ; a

NIUS PISO, Town in the moſt fouthern part of Italy ; where

A.GABINIUS. he fpent feveral days with a friend, named Sica :

L. CALPUR-

here he received the copy of the law made a-

gainst him ; which after fome alteration and cor-

rection fixed the limits of his exil to the distance

of four hundred miles from Italy [m]. His

thoughts had hitherto been wholly bent on Sicily;

but when he was arrived within fight of it, the

Prætor C. Virgilius fent him word, that he must

not fet his foot in it. This was a cruel fhock to

him ; and the firſt taft of the mifery of dif-

grace ; that an old friend, who had been highly

obliged to him [n], of the fame party and prin-

ciples, fhould refuſe him fhelter in a calamity,

which he had drawn upon himſelfby his fervices

to the Republic ; fpeaking of it afterwards,

when it was not his bufinefs to treat it feverely,

" See, fays he, the horror of theſe times ; when

" all Sicily was comingoutto meet me, the Præ-

" torwho had often felt the rage of the fame Tri-

" bun, and in the fame caufe, would not fuffer

" metocome into the iſland . What ſhall Ifay?

" ThatVirgilius, fuch a Citizen, and ſuch a man,

" had loft all benevolence, all remembrance of

" our common fufferings, all his piety, huma-

" nity and faith towards me? No fuch thing:

" he was afraid, how he fhould fingly ſuſtain

[m] Allata eft nobis ro-

gatio de pernicie mea, in

qua quod correctum eft, au-

dieramus effe ejufmodi, ut

mihi ultra quadringenta mil-.

lia liceret effe- ftatim iter

Brundifium verfus contuli-

ne & Sica, apud quem eram,

periret. - Ad Att. 3. 4.

[ ] Plutarch. in Cicero.

" the
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" the weight of that ftorm , which had over- A. Urb. 695 .

powered our joint forces [o]."
cc

Cic. 49.

Coff.

THIS unexpected repulfe from Sicily obliged L. CALPUR

him to change his route, and turn back again to- NIUS PISO,

wards Brundifium, in order to pafs into Greece : A.GABINIUS.

he left Vibo therefore, that he might not expoſe

his Hoft Sica to any danger, for entertaining

him ; expecting to find no quiet, till he could

remove himſelf beyond the bounds, prefcribed

by the law. But in this he found himself mifta-

ken ; forall the Towns on his road received him

with the moft public marks of refpect inviting

him to take up his quarters with them ; and

guarding him, as he paffed through their terri-

tories, with all imaginable honor and fafety to

his perfon. He avoided however as much as

poffible all public places ; and when he came to

Brundifium, would not enter into the City, though it

expreffed the warmest zeal for his fervice, and offer-

ed to run all hazards in his defence [p].

In this interval, he was preffing Atticus in

every letter, and in the moft moving terms, to

come to him ; and when he removed from Vibo,

[o] Siciliam petivi animo ,

quæ & ipfa erat mihi, ficut

domus una, conjuncta ; &

obtinebatur a Virgilio : quo-

cum me uno vel maxime tum

vetufta amicitia, tum mei

fratris collegia, tum Refpub.

fociarat. Vide nunc caligi-

nem temporum illorum . Cun

infula mihi fefe ob-
ipfa pæne

viam ferre vellet, Prætor ille

ejufdem Tribuni pleb. con-

cionibus propter eandem Rei-

pub. caufam fæpe vexatus,

nihil amplius dico, nifi me in

VOL. I.

Siciliam venire nolait, &c.—

Pro Cn . Planc. 40:

[p] Cum omnia illa Mu-

nicipia , quæ funt a Vibone

Brundifium, in fide mea ef-

fent, iter mihi tutum, multis

minitantibus, magno cum fuo

metu præftiterunt . Brundi-

fium veni, vel potius ad mœ-

nia acceffi . Urbem unam

mihi amiciffimam declinavi,

que fe vel potius exfcindi,

quam e fuo complexu ut eri-

perer facile paterctur. Ib.

41.

Bb gave
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A. Urb. 695. gave him dayly intelligence of all his ftages,

that he might know ftill where to find him ;

L. CALPUR- taking it for granted, that he would not fail to

NIUS PISO, follow him [ q ] . But Atticus feems to have given

A.GABINIUS. him no anfwer on this head, nor to have had

any thoughts of flirring from Rome : he was

perfuaded, perhaps, that his company abroad

could be of no other ufe to him, than to give

fome little relief to his prefent chagrin ; whereas

his continuance in the City might be of the great-

eft ; not onely in relieving, but removing his

calamity, and procuring his reftoration or we

may imagin, what his character feems to fug-

geft, that though he had a greater love for Ci-

cero, than for any man, yet it was always with

an exception, of not involving himſelf in the

diftrefs of his friend, or difturbing the tranquil-

lity of his life by taking any fhare of another's

mifery; and that he was following onely the

dictates of his temper and principles, in fparing

himſelf a trouble, which would have made him

fuffer more, than his Philofophy could eaſily

bear. But whatever was the cauſe, it gave a

fresh mortification to Cicero ; who, in a letter

upon it, fays, I made no doubt, but that Ishould

Seeyou at Tarentum or Brundifium : it would have

been convenient for many reafons ; and above all,

for mydefign in Spending fome time with you in Epi-

rus, and regulating all my meafures byyour advice:

but fince it has not happened, as I wished, I fhall

[7] Sed te oro, ut ad me

Vibonem ftatim venias.- Si

id non feceris mirabor, fed

confido te effe facturum. Ad

Att. 3. I.

Nunc, ut ad te antea fcripfi,

fi ad nos veneris, confilium

totius rei capiemus . Ib. 2 .

Iter Brundifium verfus con-

tuli nunc tu propera, ut

nos confequare, fi modo re-

cipiemur. Adhuc invitamur

benigne. Ib. 3.

Nihil mihi optatius cadere

poffe , quam ut tu me quam

primum confequare . Ib. 4.

add
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add this alfo, to the great number of my other af- A. Urb . 695

flictions [r . He was now lodged in the Villa of Coff.

M. Lenius Flaccus, not far from the walls of L. CALPUR

Brundifium ; where he arrived on the feventeenth NIUS PISO,

of April, and on the laſt of the fame Month A.GABINIUS.

embarked for Dyrrhachium. In his account of

himſelf to his wife, I spent thirteen days, fays he,

with Flaccus, who for my fake flighted the risk of

his fortunes and life ; nor was deterred by the pe-

nalty of the law from performing towards me all

the rights offriendship and hofpitality : Iwish, that

it may ever be in my power to make him a proper

return ; Iamfure, that Ishall always think myſelf

obliged to do it [s].

DURING his ftay with Flaccus, he was in no

fmall perplexity about the choice of a convenient

place for his refidence abroad : Atticus offered

him his boufe in Epirus ; which was a Castle of

fomeftrength, and likely to afford him a fecure re-

treat. But fince Atticus could not attend him

thither in perfon, he dropt all thoughts of that,

and was inclined to go to Athens ; till he was

informed, that it would be dangerous for him to

[r] Non fuerat mihi du-

bium, quin te Tarenti aut

Brundifii vifurus effem : id-

que ad multa pertinuit ; in

eis, & ut in Epiro confifte-

remus, & de reliquis rebus

tuo confilio uteremur. Quo-

niam id non contigit, erit

hoc quoque in magno numero

noftrorum malorum .- Ib.6 .

[ ] In hortos M. Lenii

Flacci me contuli : cui cum

omnis metus, publicatio bo-

norum, exilium, mors propo-

neretur, hæc perpeti, fi acci-

derent, maluit, quam cufto-

diam mei capitis dimittere.

-Pro Plancio. 41 .

Nos Brundifii apud M.

Lenium Flaccum dies XIII .

fuimus, virum optimum : qui

periculum fortunarum & ca-

pitis fui præ mea falute ne-

glexit : neque legis improbif-

fimæ pœna deductus eft, quo

minus hofpitii & amicitiæ

jus, officiumque præftaret.

Huic utinam gratiam ali-

quando referre poffimus ; ha-

bebimus quidem femper.

Ep. Fam. 14. 4.

Bb 2 travel
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A. Urb . 695 travel into that part of Greece ; where all thofe,

who had been banishedfor Catiline's confiracy, and

L. CALPUR- fpecially Autronius, then refided ; who would have

NIUS PISO, hadfome comfort, in their exil, to revenge themfelves

A.GAPINIUS on the author of their mifery, if they could have

caught him [t].

PLUTARCH tells us, that in failing out of

Brundifium, the wind, which was fair, changed

of afudden, and drove him back again ; and when

he paled overto Dyrrhachium in the fecond attempt,

that there happened an Earthquake and a great

Storm immediately after his landing ; from which

the Soothsayers foretold, that his ftay abroad would

not be long. But it is ftrange, that a writer, fo

fond of prodigies, which no body elſe takes no-

tice of, thould omit the ftory of Cicero's dream,

which was more to his purpofe, and is related

by Cicero himself; " That in one of the ftages

of his flight, being lodged in the Villa of a

friend, after he had lain reſtleſs and wakefull

" a great part of the night, he fell into afound

fleep near break of day, and when he awaked

" about eight in the morning, told his dream

to thofe round him: That as he feemed to

" be wandering difconfolate in a lonely place,

" C. Marius, with his Fafces wreathed with

laurel, accofted him, and demanded , why

he was fo melancholy : and when he anſwer-

ed, that he was driven out of his country by

[ ] Quod me rogas & hor-

taris, ut apud te in Epiro

fim ; voluntas tua mihi valde

grata eft. Sed itineris caufa

ut diverterem, primum eft

devium ; deinde ab Autronio

& cæteris quatridui ; deinde

fine te. Nam caftellum mu-

nitum habitanti mihi pro-

deffet, tranfeunti non eft ne-

ceffarium . Quod fi auderem ,

Athenas peterem : fane ita,

cadebat ut vellem . Nunc &

noftri hoftes ibi funt, & te

non habemus . - Ad Att. 3 ,

7 ,

" violence ;
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" violence ; Marius took him by the hand,

" and bidding him be of courage, ordered the

66 next Lictor to conduct him into his monu- L. CALPUR

" ment ; telling him, that there he fhould find NIUS PISO,

fafety upon this, the company prefently A.GARINIU

" cried out, that he would have a quick and

glorious return [ u] . '
All which was exactly

fullfilled ; for his reſtoration was decreed in a

certain Temple, built by Marius, and, for that

reafon, called Marius's Monument ; where the

Senate happened to be affembled on that occa-

fion [x].

66

THIS dream was much talked of in the fami-

ly, and Cicero himſelf, in that feafon of his de-.

jection, feemed to be pleafed with it and on

the firſt news, of the decree's paffing in Marius's

Monument, declared, that nothing could be more

divine: yet in difputing afterwards on the nature

of dreams, he afferts them all to be vain and

fantastical, and nothing else, but the imperfect

traces, and confufed impreffions, which our waking

thoughts leave upon the mind ; that, in his fight

therefore, as it was natural for him to think much

upon his countryman Marius, who had fuffered the

fame calamity ; fo that was the cause of his dream-

ing of him ; and that no old woman could be fo filly,

as to give any credit to dreams, if in the infinite

number and variety of them, they did not fometimes

happen to hit right [y]

[u] De Divin. 1. 28. Val.

Max. 1. 7.

[x]ValeriusMaximuscalls

this Monument of Marius,

the Temple of Jupiter ; but it

appears from Cicero's ac-

count to have been the Tem-

ple of Honor and Virtue.

Bb3 WHEN

[ Maximeque reliquia

earum rerum moventur in

animis, & agitantur, de qui-

bus vigilantes aut cogitavi-

mus aut egimus. Ut mihi

temporibus illis multum in

animo Marius verfabatur, re-

cordanti, quam ille gravem

fuum
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WHEN he came to Dyrrhachium, he found

confirmed, what he had heard before in Italy,

L. CALPUR- that Achaia and the neighbouring parts of Greece

NIUS PISO, were poffeffed by thofe Rebels, who had been driven

A.GABINIUS.from Rome on Catiline's account. This determin-

Coff.

ed him to go into Macedonia, before they could

be informed of his arrival, where his friend, Cn.

Plancius, was then Quæftor : who no fooner heard

of his landing, than he came to find him at Dyr-

rhachium ; where, out of regard to his prefent

circumſtances, and the privacy, which he affect-

ed, difmiffing his officers, and laying afide all the

pomp of Magiftracy, be conducted him with the

obfervance of a private companion, to his head

quarters at Theffalonica, about the twenty-first of

May. L. Appuleius was the Prætor or chief Go-

vernor of the Province : but though he was an

boneft man and Cicero's friend, yet be durft not

venture to grant him his protection, orfhew him

any public civility, but contented himſelf with

conniving onely at what his Queftor Plancius

did [z].

fuum cafum magno animo,

quam conftanti tuliffet. Hanc

credo caufam de illo fomni-

andi fuiffe . De Divin. 2. 67.

An tu cenfes ullam Anum

tam deliram futuram fuiffe,

ut fomniis crederet, nifi ifta

cafu nonnunquam fortè te-

mere concurrerent ? Ib. 68 .

Planciumque perrexi- nam

fimulac me Dyrrhachium at-

tigiffe audivit, ftatim ad me

lictoribus dimiffis , infignibus

abje&tis, veftemutata pro-

fectus eft. Theffalonicam

me in Quæftoriumque per-

duxit. Pro Plancio . 41. Poft

red. in Sen. 14.

-

[*] Quo cum veniffem Hic ego nunc de Prætore

cognovi, id quod audieram, Macedoniæ nihil dicam am-

refertam effe Græciam fcele- plius, nifi eum & civem op-

ratiffimorum hominum ac timum femper & mihi ami-

nefariorum. Qui antequam cum fuiffe, fed eadem timu-

de meo adventu audire potuiffe quæ cæteros.

iffent, in Macedoniam ad ib.

3

Pro Plan.

WHILE



of M. TULLIUS CICERO. 575

Cic.

Coff.

WHILE Cicero ftaid at Dyrrhachium, he re- A. Urb. 695 .

ceived two expreffes from his Brother Quintus, 49.

who was now coming home from Afia, to in- L. CALPUR

form him of his intended route, and to fettle NIUS PISO,

the place of their meeting : Quintus's defign A.GADINIUS.

was, to pafs from Ephefus to Athens, and thence

by land through Macedonia ; and to have an in-

terview with his Brother at Theffalonica : but

the news, which he met with at Athens, obliged

him to haften his journey towards Rome, where

the faction were preparing to receive him with

an impeachment, for the male-adminiſtration of his

Province: nor had Cicero at laft refolution enough

to fee him; being unable to bear the tenderness of

fuch a meeting, and much more, the mifery ofpart-

ing; and he was apprehenfive befides, that if

they once met, theyshould not be able to part at all,

whilft Quintus's prefence at home was neceffary

to their common interefts : fo that to avoid one

affliction, he wasforced, he fays, to endure another

most cruel one, that offhunning the embraces of a

Brother [a].

L. TUBERO, however, his Kinfman, and one

of his Brother's Lieutenants, paid him a vifit on

his return towards Italy, and acquainted him,

withwhathe had learnt in paffing throughGreece,

that the banished Confpirators, who refided there,

[a] Quintus Frater cum

ex Ala veniffet ante Kalend.

Mai. & Athenas veniffet idib.

valde fuit ei properandum,

ne quid abfens acciperet cala-

mitatis, fi quis forte fuiffet,

qui contentus noftris malis

non effet. Itaque eum malui

properare Romam, quam ad

me venire : & fimul, dicam

enim quod verum eft,

animum inducere non potui,

ut aut illum amantiflimuta

mei, molliffimo animo tanto

in moerore afpicerem-alque

etiam illud timebam, quod

profecto accidiffet, ne a me

digredi non poffet . Hujus

acerbitatis eventum altera a-

cerbitate non videndi fratris

vitavi . Ad Att . 3. 9. Ad

Quin. Fra. 1. 34

Bb 4

--

were
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A. Urb. 695. were actually forming a plot to feize and murther

him ; for which reafon, he advised him to go into

L. CALPUR- Afia ; where the zeal and affection of the Province

NIUS PISO, would afford him the fafcft retreat, both on his own

A.GABINIUS. and his Brother's account [b]. Cicero was dif-

pofed to follow this advice and leave Macedonia ;

for the Prætor Appuleius, though a friend, gave

him no encouragement to ftay; and the Conful

Pifo, his enemy, was coming to the command

of it the next winter : but allhis friends at Rome

diffuaded his removal to anyplace more diftant from

them ; and Plancius treated him fo affectionately,

and contrived to make all things fo eafy to him,

that he dropt the thoughts of changing his quar-

ters. Plancius was in hopes, that Cicero would be

recalled with the expiration of his Quatorship, and

that he should have the honor ofreturning with him

to Rome, to reap the fruit of his fidelity, not

onely from Cicero's gratitude, but the favor of

the Senate and People [ c ] . The onely inconve-

nience, that Cicero found in his preſent fituation,

was the number of foldiers and concourfe of peo-

ple, who frequented the place on account of bu-

finefs with the Quftor . For he was fo fhocked

and dejected by his misfortune, that, though the

[6] Cum ad me L. Tube-

ro, meus neceffarius, qui Fra-

tri meo legatus fuiflet, dece-

dens ex Afia veniffet, eafque

infidias, quas mihi paratas

ab exulibus conjuratis audie-

rat, animo amiciflimo detu-

liffet. In Afiam me ire, prop-

ter ejus provinciæ mecum &

cum fratre meo neceffitudi-

nein:-Pro Planc. 41 .

[c] Plancius, homo offi-

ciolillimus, me cupit effe fe-

cum & adhuc retinet-ſperat

poffe fieri, ut mccum in Itali-

amdecedat.-Ep . Fam. 14.1 .

Longius, quum ita vobis

placet, non difcedam.

Ib. 2 .

Me adhuc Plancius libera-

litate fua retinet.-fpes homi-

ni eft injecta, non eadem

quæ mihi, poffe nos una dece-

dere quam rem fibi magno

honori fperat fore. Ad Att.

3. 22 .

Cities
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compliments, and striving to do him all imaginable Coff.

bonors [d ], yet he refufed to fee all company, L. CALPUR

and was fo fhy of the public, that he could hardly NIUS PISO,

endure the light [e].

FOR it cannot be denied, that, in this cala-

mity of his exil, he did not behave himſelf with

that firmness, which might reaſonably be expect-

ed from one, who had born fo glorious a part in

the Republic ; confcious of his integrity, and

fuffering in the caufe of his country : for his let-

ters are generally filled with fuch lamentable ex-

preffionsof grief and defpair, that his beſt friends,

and even his wife was forced to admonish him

fometimes, to roufe his courage [f], and remember

his former character. Atticus was conftantly put-

ting him in mind of it ; and fent him word of a

report, that was brought to Rome by one of

Craffus's freedmen, that his affliction bad difordered

bis fenfes: to which he anfwered ; that his mind

was still found, and wifhed onely, that it had been

always fo, when he placed his confidence on thofe,

who perfidiously abufed it to his ruin [g] .

BUT thefe remonftrances did not pleaſe him ;

he thought them unkind and unfeaſonable, as

he intimates in feveral of his letters, where he

expreffes himſelf very movingly on this ſubject.

[d] Plut. in Cicer.

[e] Odi enim celebritatem,

fugiohomines, lucem afpicere

vix poffum. Ad Att . 3. 7.

[f] Tu quod me hortaris,

ut animo fim magno, &c.

Ep. Fam. 14. 4.

[ g ] Nam quod fcribis te

audire, me etiam mentis erro-

re exdolore affici : mihi vero

mensintegra eft, atque utinam

A.GABINIUS.

tam in periculo fuiffet, cum

ego iis, quibus falutem meam

cariffimam effe arbitrabar, i-

nimiciffimis, crudeliffimifque

ufus fum . Ad Att. 3. 13 .

Accepi quatuor epiftolas a

te miffas ; unam, qua me ob-

jurgas, ut fim firmior ; alte-

ram, qua Craffi libertum ais

tibi de mea follicitudine ma-

cieque narraffe. Ib . 15.

" As
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A. Urb. 695. " As to your chiding me, fays he, fo often and

" fo feverely, for being too much dejected ;
Coff. " what mifery is there, I pray you, fo grievous,

L. CALPUR-

" which I do not feel in my prefent calamity ?
NIUS PISO,

A.GABINIUS . " Did any man ever fall from fuch a heigth of

" dignity, in fo good caufe, with the advan-

tage of fuch talents, experience, intereft ; fuch

fupport of all honeft men ? Is it poffible for me

to forget what I was ? Or not to feel what I

" am? From what honor, what glory I am

" driven? From what children ? What for-

" tunes? What a Brother ? Whom, though I

"love and have ever loved better than myſelf,

66

66

66

yet, (that you may perceive, what a new fort

" of affliction I fuffer) I refuſed to fee ; that I

" might neither augment my own grief by the

fight of his, nor offer myſelf to him thus

ruined, whom he had left fo floriſhing : I o-

"mit many other things intolerable to me : for

" I am hindred by my tears : tell me then, whe-

ther I am ftill to be reproached for grieving ;

" or for fuffering myſelf rather to be deprived

" of what I ought never to have parted with,

" but with my life ; which I might eafily have

" prevented, if fome perfidious friends had not

" urged me to my ruin within my own walls,

" &c. [b]." In another letter ; " Continue,

fays he, to affift me, as you do, with your en-

" deavours, your advice, and your intereſt ; but

66

fpare yourſelf the pains of comforting, and

" much more of chiding me : for when you do

" this, I cannot help charging it to your want of

"love and concern for me ; whom I imagine to

" be fo afflicted with my misfortune, as to be

" inconfolable even yourſelf [i]."

[b] Ad . Att. 3. 10.

[i] Tu me, ut facis, ope-

HE

ra, confilio, gratiajuva : con-

folari jam define : objurgare

vero
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He was now indeed attacked in his weakest A. Urb. 695.
Cic. 49.

part ; the onely place, in which he was vulnera- Coff.

ble : to have been as great in affliction, as he was L. CALPUR

in profperity, would have been a perfection, not NIUS PISO,

given to man: yet this very weakneſs flowed from A.GABINIUS.

a fource, which rendered him the more amiable in

all the other parts of life ; and the fame tender-

nefs of difpofition, which made him love his

friends, his children, his country more paffionate-

ly than other men, made him feel the lofs of them

more fenfibly : " I have twice, fays he, faved

" the Republic ; once, with glory ; a fecond

time, with mifery : for I will never deny my-

" felfto be a man ; or brag of bearing the lofs of

a Brother, children, wife, country, without

" forrow. For what thanks had been due to me

" for quitting what I did not value [ k] ? " In an-

other fpeech ; " I own my grief to have been ex-

66

66

66

tremelygreat; nor do I pretend to that wisdom,

" which thoſe expected from me, who gave out,

" that I was too much broken by my affliction :

" for fuch a hardneſs of mind, as ofbody, which

" does not feel pain, is a ftupidity, rather than a

❝ virtue. - I am not one of thofe, to whom alt

things are indifferent ; but love myſelf and my

" friends, as our common humanity requires ;

" and he, who, for the public good, parts with

co

-

vero noli : quod cum facis,

ego tuum amorem & dolorem

defidero ; quem ita affectum

mea ærumna effe arbitror, ut

te ipfum nemo confolari po-

teft . Ib . XI.

[ ] Unus bis Rempub. fer-

vavi, femel gloria, iterum

ærumna mea. Neque enim

in hoc me hominem effe in-

ficiabor unquam ; ut me op-

timo fratre, cariffimis liberis,

fideliffima conjuge, veftro

confpectu, patria, hoc hono-

ris gradu fine dolore caruiffe

glorier. Quod fi feciffem,

quod a me beneficium habe-

retis, cum pro vobis ea, quæ

mihi effent vilia, reliquiffem.

Pro Sext. 22.

what
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A. Urb. 695. " what he holds the deareft, gives the higheſt

proof of love to his country [?]."

Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR-

66

THERE was another confideration, which add-

NIUS PISO, ed no fmall fting to his affliction ; to reflect, as

A.GABINIUS. he often does, not onely on what he had loft, but

howhe had loft it, byhis ownfault ; in fuffering

himſelf to be impofed upon and deluded by falſe

and envious friends. This he frequently touches

upon in a ftrain, which fhews, that it galled him

very feverely: " Though my grief, fays he, is

" incredible, yet I am not diſturbed fo muchby

"the mifery of what I feel, as the recollection of

my fault. Wherefore when you hear, how

" much I am afflicted , imagine that I am fuffer-

" ing the puniſhment of my folly, not of the

૮૯

66

-

event ; for having truſted too much to one,

"whom I did not take to be a Rafcal [m]." It

muft needs be cruelly mortifying to one of his

temper ; nicely tender of his reputation, and

paffionately fond of glory; to impute his calamity

to his own blunders, and fancy himſelfthe dupe

of men not fo wife as himſelf: yet after all, it

mayreaſonably be queftioned, whether his inquie-

[1] Accepi magnum atque

incredibilem dolorem : non

nego : neque iftam mihi af-

cifco fapientiam, quam non-

nulli in me requirebant, qui

me animo nimis fracto & af-

flicto effe loquebantur- eam-

que animi duritiem, ficut cor-

poris, quod cum uritur non

fentit, ftuporem potius, quam

virtutem putarem— non tam

fapiens quam ii, qui nihil cu-

rant, fed tam amans tuorum

ac tui, quam communis hu-

manitas poftulat- qui autem

ea relinquit Reipub . caufa, a

quibus fummo cum dolore

divellitur, ei patria cara eft.

Pro Dom. 36. 37.

[m] Etfi incredibili cala-

mitate afflictus fum, tamen

non tam eft ex miferia, quam

ex culpæ noftræ recordatione

-quare cum me afflictum &

confectum luctu audies, exif-

timato me ftultitiæ meæ pœ-

nam ferre gravius, quam e-

venti ; quod ei crediderim,

quem nefarium effe non puta-

rim.-Ad Att . 3. 8. vid . 9,

14, 15, 19, &c.

tude
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tude of this fort, was not owing rather to the jea- A. Urb . 695 .

lous and querulous nature of affliction itſelf, than

to any real foundation of truth : for Atticus would L. CALPUR-

never allow hisfufpicions to bejuft, not even against NIUS PISO,

Hortenfius, where they feemtolie the heavieft [ n ]. A.GABINIUS.

This is the fubftance ofwhat Cicero himſelffays,

to excufe the excess of his grief; and the onely ex-

cufe indeed, which can be made for him ; that he

did notpretend to be a Stoic, nor afpire to the cha-

racter of a Hero : yet we fee fomewriters laboring

to defend him even againſt himſelf; and endea-

voring to perfuade us, that all this air of dejection

and defpair was whollyfeigned and affumed, for the

fake of moving compaffion, and engaging his

friends to exert themſelves the more warmly, in

folliciting his reſtoration ; left his affliction fhould

deftroy him, before they could effect it [o].

WHENhe had been gone a little morethan two

Months, his friend Ninnius, the Tribun, made a

motion in the Senate to recallhim, and repealthe law

of Clodius; to which the whole houſe readily

agreed, with eight of the Tribuns, till one of the

other two, Ælius Ligus, interpofed his negative :

they proceded however to a refolution, that no

other bufinefs fhould be tranfacted, till the Confuls had

actually prepared a new law for that purpose [p].

About

[n] Nam quod purgas eos,

quos ego mihi fcripfi invidiffe,

& in eis Catonem : ego vero

tantum illum puto a fcelere

ifto afuiffe, ut maxime doleam

plus apud me fimulationem

aliorum, quam iftius fidem va-

luiffe. Cæteri, quos purgas,

debent mihi purgati effe, tibi

fi funt.-lb. 15.

[2] Abfens potius fe dolere

fimulavit, ut fuos, quod dixi-

mus, magis commoveret : &

præfens item fe doluiffe fimu-

lavit, ut vir prudentiffimus,

fcenæ, quod aiunt, ferviret.—

Corradi Queftura . p. 291 .

[] Decrevit Senatus fre-

quens de meo reditu Kal. Jun.

diffentiente nullo, referente

L. Ninnio-interceffit Ligus

ifte nefcio qui, additamentum

inimicorum meorum.— Om-

nia Senatus rejiciebat, nifi de

me
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A. Urb. 695. About the fame time, Quintus Cicero, who left

Afia on the first of May, arrived at Rome ; and

L. CALPUR- was received withgreat demonftrationsofrefpect,

NIUS PISO, by perſons of all ranks, who flocked out to meet

A.GABINIUS. bim [q ]. Cicero fuffered an additional anxiety on

his account, left the Clodian Cabal, by means of

the impeachment, which they threatened, ſhould

be able to expell him too : efpecially, fince Clo-

dius's Brother, Appius, was the Prætor, whofe lot

it was tofit on thoſe trials [r] . But Clodius was

now lofing ground apace ; being grown fo info-

lent, on his late fuccefs, that even his friends could

not bear him any longer : for having banished

Cicero, and fent Cato out of his way, he began

to fancy himſelf a match for Pompey ; by whofe

help, or connivance at leaſt, he had acquired all

his power ; and, in open defiance of him, feized

by ftratagem into his hands the fon of King Ti-

granes, whomPompey had brought withhimfrom

the east, and kept a prifoner at Rome, in the

cuftody ofFlavius the Prætor ; and inftead of de-

livering him up, when Pompey demanded him ,

undertook, for a large fumm of money, to give

him his liberty andfend him home. This however

did not pafs without a fharpengagement between

him and Flavius, " who marched out of Rome,

" with a body of men well armed, to recover Ti-

" granes by force : but Clodius proved too ſtrong

" for him ; and killed a great part of his com-

me primum Confules retulif-

fent. Pro Sext. 31 .

Non multo poft difceffum

meum me univerfi revocavi-

ftis referente L. Ninnio. Poft

red. in Sen. 2.

[9] Huic ad urbem veni-

enti tota obviam civitas cum

lacrymis, gemituque procef-

ferat . Pro Sext. 31 .

[r] Mihi etiam unum de

malis in metu eft, fratris mi-

feri negotium.-Ad Att.3.8.

De Quinto Fratre nuncii

nobistriftes-fanefum inmeo

infinito mærore follicitus, &

eo magis, quod Appii quæftio

eft.-Ib. 17.

66

pany,
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pany, and among them Papirius, a Roman A. Urb. 695.

Knight of Pompey's intimate acquaintance, Coff.

" while Flavius alfo himſelf had fome difficulty L. CALPUR

" to eſcape with life [s]." NIUS PISO,

THIS affront roufed Pompey, to think of re- A.GABINIUS,

calling Cicero ; as well to correct the arrogance of

Clodius, as to retrieve his credit, and ingratiate

himſelf with the Senate and People : he dropt

fomehints ofhis inclination to Cicero'sfriends, and

particularly to Atticus, who prefently gave him

part of the agreeable news : upon which Cicero,

though he hadno opinion ofPompey'sfincerity, was

encouraged to write to him ; andfent a copy ofhis

letter to Atticus, telling him at the fame time, that

if Pompey could digeft the affront, which he hadre-

ceived in the cafe of Tigranes, he should defpair of

bis being moved by any thing [t]. Varro likewife

[s] Me expulfo, Catone

amandato, in eum ipfum fe

convertit, quo auctore, quo

adjutore, in concionibus ea,

quæ gerebat, omnia, quæque

gefferat, fe feciffe & facere

dicebat. Cn. Pompeium

diutius furori fuo veniam da-

turum non arbitrabatur. Qui

ex ejus cuftodia per infidias

Regis amici filium , hoftem

captivum furripuiffet ; & ea

injuria virum fortiffimum la-

ceffiffet. Speravit iifdem fe

copiis cum illo poffe confli-

gere, quibufcum ego noluif-

fem bonorum periculo dimi-

care.-Pro Dom. 25.

Ad quartum ab urbe lapi-

dem pugna facta eft : in qua

multi ex utraque parte ceci-

derunt; plures tamen ex Fla-

vii, inter quos M. Papirius,

Eques Romanus, publicanus,

familiaris Pompeio. Flavius

fine comite Romam vixperfu-

git. Afcon . in Milon. 14.

[ ] Sermonem tuum &

Pompeii cognovi ex tuis lite-

ris . Motum in Repub. non

tantum impendere video,

quantum tu aut vides, aut

ad me confolandum affers.—

Tigrane enim neglecto ſub-

lata funt omnia. - literarum

exemplum, quas ad Pompei-

um fcripfi, mifi tibi.Ad

Att. 3. 8.

Pompeium etiam fimulato-

rem puto. Ad Quint. Fra.

1. 3.

Ex literis tuis plenus fum

expectatione de Pompeio,

quid nam de nobis velit, aut

oftendat .-Si tibi ftultus effe

videor, qui fperem, facio tuo

juffu . Ad Att . 3. 14.

who
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A. Urb . 695. who had a particular intimacy with Pompey, de-

Cic. 49. fired Atticus to let Cicero know, that Pompey would

L. CALPUR- Certainly enter into his caufe, as foon as he heard

NIUS PISO, from Cefar, whichhe expected to do every day. This

A.GABINIUS. intelligence, from fo good an author, raiſed Ci-

Coff.

cero's hopes, till finding no effects of it for a con-

fiderable time, he began to apprehend, that there

was either nothing at all in it, or that Cefar's an-

fwer was averfe, and had put an end to it [u] . The

fact however fhews, what an extraordinary de-

ference Pompey paid to Cæfar, that he would

not take a ftep in this affair at Rome, without

fending firft to Gaul, to confult him about it .

THE City was alarmed at the fame time, bythe

rumor ofafecondplot against Pompey's life, faid to

be contrived by Clodius ; one of whofeflaves was

feized at the door of the Senate, with a dagger,

which his mafter hadgiven him, as he confeffed, to

ftab Pompey which, being accompanied with

many daring attacks on Pompey's perfon by Clo-

dius's mob, made him refolve, to retire from the

Senate andthe Forum, till Clodius was out ofhis Tri-

bunate, andfhut himſelf up in his own boufe, whither

he was ftill pursued and actually befieged by one of

Clodius's freedmen, Damio. An outrage fo auda-

cious could not be overlooked by the Magiftrates,

who came out withall their forces, tofeize ordrive

away Damio ; upon which a general engagement

enfued, where Gabinius, as Cicero fays, " was

" forced to break his league with Clodius, and

" fight for Pompey ; at firſt faintly and unwill-

[u] Expectationem nobis

non parvam attuleras, cum

fcripferas Varronem tibi pro

amicitia confirmafle, cauſam

noftram Pompeium certe fuf-

cepturum ; & fimul a Cæfare

3

literæ, quas expectaret, re-

miffæ effent, auctorem etiam

daturum. Utrum id nihil

fuit, an adverfatæ funt Cæfa-

faris literæ ? Ib. 18.

66
ingly,
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Coff.

ingly, but at laft heartily ; while Pifo, more A. Urb. 695 .

religious, ſtood firm to his contract, and fought

" on Clodius's fide, till his Fafces were broken, L. CALPUR

" and he himſelf wounded, and forced to run NIUS PISO,

A.GABINIUS.

away [x]."

66

WHETHERanyucignwas really formed against

Pompey's life, or the ſtory was contrived to ferve

his prefent views, it ſeems probable at leaſt, that

his fears were feigned, and the danger too con-

temptible, to give him any juft apprehenfion ; but

the fhutting himſelf up at home made an impref-

fion upon the vulgar, and furniſhed a better pre-

tence for turning fo quick upon Clodius, and

quelling that infolence, which he himſelf had

raiſed for this was the conftant tenor of his

politics, to give a free courfe to the public dif-

orders, for the fake of difplaying his own im-

portance to more advantage ; that whenthe ſtorm

was at the heigth, he might appear at laft in

the Scene, like a Deity of the Theater, and re-

duce all again to order ; expecting ftill, that the

people, tired and haraffed by theſe perpetual tu-

mults, would be forced to create him Dictator,

for fettling the quiet of the City.

THE Confuls elect were P. Cornelius Lentulus,

and Q. Metellus Nepos : the first was Cicero's

[x] Cum hæc non poffent

diutius jam fuftinere, initur

confilium de interitu Cn.

Pompeii : quo patefacto, fer-

roque deprehenfo, ille inclu-

fus domi tamdiu fuit, quam-

diu inimicus meus in Tribu-

natu. Pro Sext. 32 .

Deprehenfus denique cum

ferro ad Senatum is, quem ad

Cn . Pompeium interimendum

collocatumfuiffe conftabat.

In Pifon. 12.

VOL. I.

Cum tamen- Gabinius col-

legit ipfe fe vix : & contra

fuum Clodium, primum fi-

mulate ; deinde non libenter ;

ad extremum tamen pro Cn.

Pompeio vere, vehementer-

que pugnavit-Tu tamen ho-

mo religiofus & fanctus, fœ-

dus frangere noluifti-itaque

in illo tumultu fracti fafces,

ictus ipfe, quotidie tela, la-

pides, fuga.-Ibid.

Cc warm
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. warmfriend, the fecond his old enemy ; the fame,

Cic. 49. who put that affront uponhim on laying down his

L. CALPUR- Confulfhip : his promotion therefore was a great

NIUS PISO, difcouragement to Cicero, who tookitfor granted,

A.GABINIUS. that he would employ all his power to obſtruct his

return ; and reflected, as he tells us, “ that,

66

66

<6

though it was a great thing to drive him out,

yet, as there were many who hated, and more,

" who envied him, it would not be difficult to

keep him out [y]." But Metellus, perceiving

whichwayPompey's inclination, and Cæfar's alſo

was turning, found reafon to change his mind, or

at leaſt to diffemble it ; and promifed, not onely

to give his confent, but his affiftance to Cicero's re-

ftoration. His Collegue, Lentulus, in the mean

while, was no fooner elected, than he revived the

late motion of Ninnius, and propofed a vote, to

recall Cicero ; and when Clodius interrupted him

and recited that part of his law, which made it

criminal, tomove any thing about it, Lentulus de-

clared it to be no law, but amere profcription, and

act of violence [z] . This alarmed Clodius, and

obliged him to exert all his arts, to fupport the

validity of the law ; he threatened ruin and de-

ſtruction to all, who fhould dare to oppofe it ; and

to imprint the greater terror, fixed upon the doors

of the Senate-boufe, that claufe which prohibited all

mentospeak or act in any mannerfor Cicero's return,

on pain ofbeing treated as enemies. This gave a

farther difquiet to Cicero, left it ſhould dishearten

his active friends, and furniſh an excufe to the in-

[y] Inimici funt multi,

invidi pæne omnes. Ejicere

nos magnum fuit, excludere

facile eft. Ep. fam. 14. 3.

[z] Cum a Tribuno pleb.

vetaretur, cum præclarum ca-

putrecitaretur, ne quis ad vos

referret-totam illam , ut ante

dixi, profcriptionem, non le-

gem putavit. Poft. red . in

Sen. 4.

dolent,
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dolent, for doing nothing : he infinuates therefore A. Urb. 695.

to Atticus, what might be faid to obviate it ; Coff.

" that all fuch claufes were onely bugbears, with- L. CALPUR-

<<

Cic. 49.

out any real force ; or otherwiſe, no law could NIUS PISO,

" ever be abrogated ; and whatever effect this A.GABINIUS.

" was intended to have, that it muſt needs fall

" ofcourſe with the law itſelf [a ] ."

In this anxious ftate of his mind, jealous of

every thing that couldhurt, and catching at every

thing that could help him, another little incident

happened, which gave him a fresh cauſe ofunea-

finefs: for fome of his enemies had publiſhed an

invective Oration, drawn upby him for the enter

tainment onely of his intimate friends, againſt

fome eminent Senator, not named, but generally

fuppofed to be Curio, the Father, who was now

difpofed and engaged to ferve him he was fur-

prized and concerned, that the oration was made

public ; and his inftructions upon it to Atticus are

fomewhat curious ; and fhew how much he was

ftruck with the apprehenfion of lofing fo power-

full a friend. " You have ſtunned me, fays he,

" withthe news of the Oration's beingpubliſhed :

" healthe wound, as youpromife, ifyou poffibly

66
can : I wrote it long ago in anger, after he had

" firſt written againſt me ; but had fuppreffed it

" fo carefully, that I never dreamt of it's getting

" abroad, nor can imagine how it flipt out : but

" fince,as fortunewould have it, I neverhad aword

" withhimin perfon, and it is written moreneg-

[a] Tute fcripfifti, quod-

dam caput legis Clodium in

Curiæ pofte fixiffe, ne referri,

neve dici liceret.-Ad Att.

3. 15:

Sedvides nunquam effe ob-

fervatas fanctiones earum le-

gum, quæabrogarentur. Nam

fi id effet, nulla fere abrogari

poffet :-fed cum lex abroga-

tur, illud ipfum abrogatur,

quo non cam abrogari opor-

teat.-Ib. 23 .

Cc 2 " ligently,
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Coff.

L. CALPUR

<c

A. Urb. 695.ligently, than my other orations ufually are ; I

" cannot but think that you may difown it, and

prove it not to be mine: pray take care ofthis,

NIUS PISO, " if you fee any hopes for me ; if not, there is

A.GABINIUS. " the lefs reafon to trouble myſelf about it [b]."

His principal Agents and Sollicitors at Rome

were his Brother Quintus, his Wife Terentia, his

Son-in-law Pifo, Atticus, and Sextius. But the

Brother and theWife, beingboth ofthem naturally

peevish, feem to have given him ſome additional

difquiet, by their mutual complaints againſt each

other ; which obliged him to admonish them

gently in his letters, thatfince their friends were

Jo few, they ought to live more amicably among

themfelves [c].

TERENTIA however bore a very confiderable

part of the whole affair ; and inſtead of being

daunted by the depreffion of the family, and the

ruin oftheirfortunes, feems tohavebeen animated

ratherthe more to withstand the violences oftheir

enemies, and procure her huſband's reſtoration.

But oneofCicero'sLetters to her in theſeunhappy

circumftances will give the cleareſt view of her

character, and the fpirit, with which fhe acted.

66

" Cicero to Terentia.

" Do not imagine, that I write longer Letters

to any one than to you, unleſs it be when I

[b] Percuffifti autem me de

Oratione prolata : cui vul-

neri, ut fcribis, medere, fi

quid potes. Scripfi equidem

olim iratus, quod ille prior

fcripferat : fed ita compreffe-

ram, utnunquam manaturam

putarem. Quo modo excide-

rit nefcio. Sed quia nunquam

accidit, utcum eo verbo uno

concertarem ; & quia fcripta

mihi videtur negligentius,

quam cæteræ, puto poffe pro-

bari non effe meam. Id, fi

putas me poffe fanari, cures

velim ; fin plane perii, minus

laboro. Ad Att. 3. XII.

[c] De Quinto fratre nihil

ego te accufavi, fed vos, cum

præfertim tam pauci eftis , vo-

lui effe quam conjunctiffimos.

Ep. Fam. 14. 1 .

"" receive



of M. TULLIUS CICERO. 389

" receive a long one from fomebody elfe, which A. Urb. 695 °

" I find myſelf obliged to anſwer . For I have Coff.

66

Cic. 49.

nothing either to write, norin my prefentfitua- L. CALPUR-

" tion employ myſelfon any thing that is more NIUS PISO,

" troublefome to me ; and when it is to you and A.GABINIUS.

" ourdear Tulliola, I cannotwrite without a flood

" of tears.

66

66

For I fee you the moft wretched of

women, whom I wifhed always to fee the hap-

pieft, and ought to have made fo ; as I fhould

" have done, if I had not been fo great a Cow-

❝ard. I am extremely fenfible of Pifo's fervices

" tous have exhorted him, as well as I could,

❝ andthanked him as I ought. Your hopes, I

" perceive, are in the new Tribuns : that willbe

" effectual, if Pompey concur with them : but I

" am afraid ftill of Craffus. Youdo every thing

" for me, I fee, with the utmoft courage and af-

❝fection : nor do I wonder at it ; but lament our

unhappy fate, that my miferies can onely be

" relievedbyyour fuffering ftill greater; for our

" good friend, P. Valerius wrote me word, what

" I could not read without burfting into tears,

" how you were dragged from the Temple of

" Vefta to the Valerian Bank. Alas my light,

66
my darling, to whom allthe world ufed tofue

" for help ! that you, my dear Terentia, fhould

" bethus infulted ; thus oppreffed with griefand

" diftrefs ! and that I fhould be the caufe of it ;

" I, who have preferved fo many others, that

" weourſelves fhould be undone ! As to what you

" writeabout the houſe, that is, about the area ;

" I fhall then take myſelf to be restored, when

" that fhall be reftored to us. But thoſe things

66 are not in our power. What affects me more

" nearly is, that when fo great an expence is ne-

❝ceffary, it ſhould all lie upon you, who are fo

* miferably ſtript and plundered already. Ifwe

Cc3 " live
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Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR-

live to fee an end of theſe troubles, we ſhall

repair all the reſt. But ifthe fame fortune muſt

" ever deprefs us, will you throw away the poor

NIUS PISO, remains, thatare left for your fubfiftence ? For

A.GABINIUS. " God's fake, my dear life, let others fupply the

66
money, who are able, if they are willing : and

< ifyou love me, donothing that can hurt your

" health, which is already ſo impaired. Foryou

" are perpetually in my thoughts both day and

" night. I fee that you decline no fort of trou-

" ble ; but am afraid, how you will fuftain it.

" Yet the whole affair depends on you. Pay the

" first regard therefore to your health, that we

mayattain the end of all your wifhes, and your

" labors. I know not whomto write to, except

" to thofe, who write to me, or of whomyou

❝fend me ſomegood account. I will not remove

66

to a greaterdiftance, fince you are againſt it ;

" but would have you write to me as often as

" poffible, efpecially ifyou have any Hopes, that

" are well grounded. Adieu, my dear love,

" adieu. The 5th of October from Theffa-

" lonica."

TERENTIA had a particular eſtate of her own,

notobnoxious to Clodius's law, whichſhe was now

offering tofale, for a fupplyof their prefent necef-

fities : this is what Cicero refers to, where he en-

treats her, not to throw away the fmall remains

ofher fortunes; which he preffes ftill more warmly

inanother Letter, puttingher in mind, " that if

" their friends did not fail in their duty, ſhe could

" notwant money ; and ifthey did, that herown

" woulddo but little towards making them eaſy:

" he implores her therefore not to ruin the boy ;

" who,iftherewas any thingleft to keephimfrom

want, would, with a moderate ſhare of virtue

" and
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" and good fortune, eafily recover the reft [ d] ." A. Urb. 695.

The fon-in-law, Pifo, was extremely affectionate Coff.

and dutifull in performing all good offices both to L. CALPUR-

his baniſhed Father and the Family ; and refigned NIUS PISO,

the Quaftorship ofPontus andBithynia, on purpoſe A.GARINIUS.

to fervethem the more effectually by his prefence

in Rome: Ciceromakesfrequent acknowledgmen
t

of his kindneſs and generofity ; " Pifo's huma-

nity, virtue and love for us all is fo great, fays

" he, that nothing can excede it ; the Godsgrant,

" that it may one day be a pleaſure, I am fure,

" it will always be an honor to him [e]."

..

ATTICUS likewife fupplied them liberally with

money he had already furniſhed Cicero, for the

exigencies of his flight, with above 2000 pounds ;

and upon fucceding to the great eftate of bis uncle

Cæcilius, whofe name he now affumed, made him a

fresh offer ofbispurfe [f] : yet his conduct did not

wholly

[d]Tantumfcribo, fi erunt

in officio amici, pecunia non

deerit, fi non erunt, tu efficere

tua pecunia non poteris. Per

fortunas miferas noftras, vide

ne puerum perditum perda-

mus : cui fi aliquid erit, ne

egeat, mediocri virtute opus

eft, & mediocri fortuna, ut

cætera confequatur. Ibid .

[] Qui Pontum & Bithy-

niam Quæftor pro mea falute

neglexit.-Poft red . in Sen.

15.

CC 4

Pifonis humanitas, virtus,

amor innos omnes tantus eft,

ut nihil fupra effe poffit . Uti-

nam ea res ei voluptati fit,

gloriæ quidem video fore .

Ep. fam 14. 1.

[f] Ciceroni, ex patria

fugienti H.S. ducenta& quin-

quaginta
millia donavit.

Corn. Nep. Vit. Att. 4.

Quod te in tanta hereditate

ab omni occupatione expe-

diſti, valde mihi gratum eft.

Quod facultates tuas ad meam

falutem polliceris, ut omnibus

rebus a te præter cæteros, ju-

ver, id quantum fit præfidium

video-Ad Att. 3. 20.

ThisCæcilius, Atticus's un-

cle, was a famous churl and

ufurer, fometimes mentioned

in Cicero's letters, who a-

dopted Atticus by his will,

and left him three fourths of

his eſtate, whichamounted to

above 800001. fterling. He

had raiſed this great fortune

bythe favor chiefly of Lucul-

lus, whom he flattered to the

laft with a promiſe of making

him
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. wholly fatisfy Cicero ; who thought him too cold

Cic. 49. andremifs in his fervice , andfancied, that it flowed

L. CALPUR- fromfomefecret refentment, for havingnever received

NIUS PISO, from him, in his florishing condition, any beneficial

A.GABINIUS.proofs of his friendship ; in order therefore to rouſe

his zeal, he took occafion to promiſe him, in one

of his letters, that whatever reaſon he had to com-

plain on that ſcore, it ſhould all be made up to

him, ifhe lived to return : " If fortune, ſays he,

" ever reftore me to my country ; it fhall be my

" fpecial care, that you, above all my friends,

" have caufe to rejoice at it : and though hitherto,

" I confefs, you have reaped but little benefit

" from my kindnefs ; I will manage fo for the

" future, that whenever I am reftored, you fhall

" find yourſelf as dear to me as my Brother and

" my Children : IfI have been wanting therefore

" in mydutyto you, or rather, fince I have been

" wanting, pray pardon me; for I have been

" much more wantingtomyfelf[g]. " But Atticus

begged ofhim to lay afide all fuch fancies, and

him his heir, yet left the bulk

of his eftate to Atticus, who

had been very obfervant of

his humor forwhich fraud,

addedto his notorious avarice

and extortion, the mob feized

his dead body, and dragged

it infamouſlyabout the ſtreets.

Val. Max. 7. 8. Cicero,

congratulating Atticus upon

his adoption, addreffes his

letter to Q. Cæcilius, Q. F.

Pomponianus, Atticus . For

in affuming the name of the

Adopter, it was ufual to add

alfo their own family name,

though changed in it's ter-

mination from Pomponius to

Pomponianus, to preferve the

memory of their real extrac-

tion : to which ſome added

alſo the furname, as Cicero

does in the prefent caſe. Ad

Att . 3. 20.

[g] Ego, fi me aliquando

veftri & patriæcompotemfor-

tuna fecerit, certe efficiam, ut

maxime lætere unus ex omni-

bus amicis : meaque officia ac

ftudia, quæparum antea luxe-

runt (fatendum eft enim) fic

exequar, ut me æque tibi ac

fratri & liberis noftris reftitu-

tum putes. Si quid in te pec-

cavi, ac potius quoniam pec-

cavi, ignofce : in me enim

ipfum peccavi vehementius.

Ad Att. 3. 15.

affured
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affured him, that there was not the leaft groundfor A. Urb. 695

them ; and that he had never been disgusted by any Coff.

thing, which he had either done, or neglected to do L. CALPUR-

for him ; entreating him to be perfectly eafy on NIUS PISO,

that head, and to depend always on his beſt fer- A.GABINIUS,

vices, without giving himſelfthe trouble, even of

reminding him [b]. Yet after all, the fufpicion it-

felf, as it comes from one, who knew Atticus fo

perfectly, feems to leave fome little blot upon his

character : but whatever cauſe there might be for

it, it is certain, that Cicero at leaft was as good as

his word, and by the care, which he took after his

return, to celebrate Atticus's name in all his writ-

ings, has left the moſt illuftrious teftimony to po-

fterity of his fincere eſteem and affection for him.

SEXTIUSwas one ofthe Tribuns elect ; and being

intirely devoted to Cicero, took the trouble of a

journey into Gaul, to follicit Cæfar's confent to his

restoration ; which though he obtained, as well by

his own interceffion, as by Pompey's letters, yet

it ſeemsto have been with certain limitations, not

agreeable to Cicero : for on Sextius's return to

Rome, when he drew up the copy of a law, which

he intended to propofe, upon his entrance into

office ; conformable, as we may imagine, to the

conditionsftipulatedwith Cæfar; " Cicerogreatly

" difliked it ; as being too general, and without

"the mention even of his name, nor providing

fufficiently either for his dignity, orthe reftitu-

" tion of his eftate ; fo that he defires Atticus to

" take care to get it amended by Sextius [i] ."

66

[b] Quod me vetas quic-

quam fufpicari accidiffe ad

animum tuum, quod fecus a

me erga te commiffum, aut

prætermiffum videretur, ge-

ram tibi morem & liberabor

THE

ifta cura. Tibi tamen eo plus

debeo, quo tua in me huma-

nitas fuerit excelfior, quam

in te mea. Ib. 20.

[ ] Hoc interim tempore,

P. Sextius, defignatus iter ad

C. Cæfarem
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L. CALPUR-

THE old Tribuns, in the mean while, eight of

whom were Cicero's friends, refolved to make one

effort more to obtain a law in his favor, which

NIUS PISO, they jointly offered to the people on the twenty-

A.GABINIUS. eighth of October: but Cicero was much more dif-

pleaſed with this, than with Sextius's : it confifted

of three articles ; the firſt of which reſtored him

onely to hisformer rank, but not to his eftate : the

fecond was onely matter of form, to indemnify the

propofers ofit: the third enacted, " that ifthere

" was any thing in it, which was prohibited to

" be promulgated by any former law, particu-

larly by that of Clodius, or which involved

" the author of fuch promulgation in any fine

" orpenalty, that in fuch caſe it ſhould have no

" effect. Cicero was furprized, that his friends

" could be induced to propofe fuchan act, which

" feemed to be againſt him, and to confirm that

" claufe of the Clodian law, which made it pe-

" nal to move any thing for him :" whereas no

claufes of that kind had ever been regarded, or

thought to have any ſpecial force, but fell of

courſe, when the laws themſelves were repealed :

he obferves, " that it was an ugly precedent for

" the fucceding Tribuns, if they fhould happen

" to have any fcruples ; and that Clodius had

" already taken the advantage of it, when in a

"fpeech to the people, on the third of Novem-

" ber, he declared, that this act of the Tribuns

" was a proper leffon to their fucceffors, to let

" them fee how far their power extended. He

" defires Atticus therefore to find out, who was

C. Cæfarem pro mea falute

fufcepit. Quod egerit, quan-

tum profecerit, nihil ad cau-

fam . Pro Sext. 32.

Rogatio Sextii neque dig-

I

nitatis fatis habet nec cautio-

nis . Nam & nominatim ferre

oportet, & de bonis diligen-

tius fcribi : & id animadver-

tas velim. Ad Att. 3. 20.

" the
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" the contriver of it, and how Ninnius and the A. Urb. 695

" reft came to be ſo much overſeen, as not to be

" aware of the confequences of it [k]."

Coff.

L. CALPUR-

THE moſt probable folution of it is, that thefe NIUS PISO,

Tribuns hoped to carry their point with lefs diffi- A.GABINIUS,

culty, by paying this difference to Clodius's law,

the validity ofwhich was acknowledged byCato, and

Several others ofthe principal Citizens [1 ] ; and they

were induced to make this puſh for it, beforethey

quitted their office, from a perfuafion, that if

Cicero was once reftored, on any terms, or with

what reſtrictions foever, the reft would follow of

courſe ; andthat the recovery of his dignitywould

neceffarily draw after it every thing elfe, that was

wanted: Cicero feems to have been fenfible of it

himſelf on fecond thoughts, as he intimates, in

the conclufion of his letter ; " I fhould be forry,

66

fays he, to have the new Tribuns infert ſuch a

" claufe in their law ; yet let them infert what

" theypleaſe, if itwill but pafs and call mehome,

" I fhall be content with it [m]." But the onely

project of a law which he approved, was drawn

by his Coufin C. Vifellius Aculeo, an eminent law-

yer of that age, for another of the new Tribuns,

T. Fadius, who had been his Quaftor, when he

[k] Quo major eft fufpicio

malitiæ alicujus, cumid, quod

ad ipfos nihil pertinebat, erat

autem contra me, fcripferunt.

Ut novi Tribuni pleb. fi ef-

fent timidiores, multo magis

fibi eo capite utendum puta-

rent. Neque id a Clodio præ-

termiffum eft, dixit enim in

concione ad diem III . Non.

Novemb. hoc capite defigna-

tisTribunis pleb. præfcriptum

effe quid liceret. Ut Ninni-

um & cæteros fugerit inveſti-

ges velim, & quis attulerit,

&c . Ib . 23 .

[ ] Video enim quofdam

clariffimos viros, aliquot locis

judicaffe, te cum plebe jure

agere potuiffe. Pro Dom . 16.

[m] Id caput fane nolim

novos Tribunos pleb. ferre :

fed perferant modo quidlibet :

uno capite quo revocabor,

modo res conficiatur, ero con-

tentus. Ad Att. 3. 23.

was
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A. Urb. 695. was Conful : he adviſed his friends therefore, if

Cic. 49. there was, any profpect offuccefs, to pushforward

that law, which intirely pleafed him [n] .

Coff.

L. CALPUR-

NIUS PISO, In this fufpenfe of his affairs at Rome, the

A.GABINIUS. troops, which Pifo had provided for his govern-

ment of Macedonia, beganto arrive in great num-

bers at Theffalonica [o] : This greatly alarmed

him, and made him refolve to quit the place without

delay: and as it was not adviſable to move farther

from Italy, he ventured to come ſtill nearer, and

turned back again to Dyrrhachium : for though

this was within the diſtance forbidden to him by

law, yet he had no reaſon to apprehend anydan-

ger, in aTown particularly devoted to him, and

which had always been under hisfpecialpatronage

and protection. He came thither on the twenty-

fifth of November, and gave notice of his removal

to his friends at Rome, by letters of the fame

date, begun at Theffalonica and finiſhed at Dyrrha-

chium [p] : which fhews the great haſt, which he

thought neceffary, in making this fudden change

of his quarters. Here he received another piece of

news, which diſpleaſed him ; " that with the con-

" ſentand affiftance ofhis managers at Rome, the

" Provinces of theConfuls elect had been furniſh-

" ed with money and troops by a decree of the

" Senate : " but in what manner it affected him ,

[z] Sed fi eft aliquid in

fpe, vide legem, quam T.

Fadio fcripfit Vifellius ea

mihi perplacet.-Ibid.

:

[o] Me adhuc Plancius re-

tinet. Sed jam cum adven-

tare milites dicerentur, faci-

endum nobis erit, ut ab eo

difcedamus . Ib . 22.

[P]Dyrrhachium veni quod

& libera civitas eft, & in me

officiofa. Ep. Fam. 14. 1.

Nam ego eo nomine fum

Dyrrhachii, ut quam celer-

rime quid agatur, audiam, &

fum tuto. Civitas enim hæc

femper a me defenfa eft. Ib.3.

Quod mei ftudiofos habeo

Dyrrhachinos, ad eos per-

rexi, cum illa fuperiora Thef-

falonicæ fcripfiffem. Ad Att.

3. 22. Fam. 14. 1 .

and
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and what reafon he had to be uneafy at it, will be A. Urb. 695 .

explaned by his own Letterupon itto Atticus.

Cic. 49.

Coff.

" WHEN you firft fent me word, fays he, that L. CALPUR

" the Confular Provinces had been fettled and NIUS PISO,

" provided for by your confent ; though I was A.GABINIUS.

" afraid, left it might be attended with fome ill

66

63

confequence, yet I hoped, that you had fome

ſpecial reafon for it, which I could not pene-

" trate : but having fince been informed, both

by friends and letters, that your conduct is u-

" niverfally condemned, I am extremely diſturb-

" ed atit ; becauſe the little hopes, that were left,

"feem nowto be deſtroyed : for fhould the new

" Tribuns quarrel with us upon it, what farther

66

hopes can there be ? and they have reaſon to

" do fo; fince they were not confulted in it,

" though they had undertaken my cauſe, and

" have loft by our conceffion all that influence,

" which they would otherwiſe have had over it ;

66

efpecially when they declare, that it was for

" my fake onely, that they defired the power of

" furniſhing out the Confuls ; not with deſign to

" hinder them, but to fecure them to my in-

" tereft ; whereas if the Confuls have a mind to

" be perverfe, they may now be fo without any

" rifk: yet let them be never fo well difpofed,

" can do nothing without the confent of theTri-

" buns. As to what you fay, that, if you had

" not agreed to it, the Confuls would have car-

" ried their point with the people ; that could

" never have been done againſt the will of the

" Tribuns : I am afraid therefore, that we have

" loft by it the affection of the Tribuns ; or if

" that ftill remains, have loft at leaſt our hold on

" the Confuls. There is another inconvenience

" ftill, not lefs confiderable ; for that important

" declaration, as it was reprefented to me, that

" the
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66

66

A. Urb. 695. " the Senate would enter into nothing, till my affair

Cic. 49.

wasfettled, is now at an end ; and in a cafe
Coff.

L. CALPUR- not onely unneceffary, but new and unprece-

NIUS PISO, " dented ; for I do not believe, that the Provinces

A.GABINIUS. " of the Confuls had ever before been provided

" for untill their entrance into office : buthaving

"nowbrokenthrough that refolution,which they

" had taken in my caufe, they are at liberty to

" procedeto any other buſineſs, as they pleafe. It

" is not however to be wondered at, that my

" friends, who were applied to, fhould confent

" to it; for it was hard for any one, to declare

" openly againſt a motion, fo beneficial to the

" Two Confuls ; it was hard, I fay, to refuſe any

66

thing to Lentulus, who has always been my

" true friend ; or to Metellus, who has given up

" his refentments with fo much humanity ; yet I

" am apprehenfive, that we have alienated the

" Tribuns, and cannot hold the Confuls : write

66 me word, I defire you, what turn this has

" taken, and how the whole affair ſtands ; and

" write with your uſual frankneſs ; for I love to

" knowthe truth, though it ſhould happento be

" difagreeable.""The tenth of December [9].

BUT Atticus, inſtead of anſwering this letter,

or rather indeed before he received it, having oc-

cafion to vifit his eftate in Epirus, took his way

thither through Dyrrhachium, on purpoſe to ſee

Cicero, and explane to him in perfon the motives

of their conduct. Their interview was but fhort ;

and after they parted, Cicero, upon fomenewin-

telligence, which gave him freſh uneafineſs, fent

another letter after him into Epirus, to call him

back again : " After you left me, says he, I re-

" ceived letters from Rome, from which I per-

[9] Ad Att. 3. 24.

" ceive,
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2

}

!

Cic. 49.

Coff.

" ceive, that I muſt end my days in this cala- A. Urb. 695.

" mity ; and to ſpeak the truth, (which you will

" take in good part) if there had been any hopes L. CALPUR-

" ofmy return, you, who love mefowell, would NEUS PISO,

" never have left the City at fuch a conjuncture : A.GABINIUS.

" but I fay no more ; left I be thought either un-

66

gratefull, or defirous to involve my friends too

" in my ruin : one thing I beg ; that you would

" not fail, asyou have given your word, to come

" to me, wherever I fhall happen to be, before

" the first of January [r]."

WHILE he was thus perplexing himſelf with

perpetual fears and fufpicions, his cauſe was pro-

ceding very profperoufly at Rome, and feemed

to be in fuch a train, that it could not be ob-

ftructed much longer : for the new Magiftrates,

who were coming on with the new year, were all,

except the Prætor Appius, fuppofed to be his

friends ; while his enemy Clodius was foon to re-

fign his office, on which the greateſt part of his

power depended: Clodius himſelfwas fenfible of

the daily decay of his credit through the ſuperior

influence of Pompey ; whohad drawn Cæfaraway

from him, and forced even Gabinius to defert

him fo that, out of rage and defpair, and the

defire of revenging himſelf on theſe new and

more powerfull enemies, he would willingly have

dropt the purſuit of Cicero ; or confented even

to recall him, if he could have perfuaded Cicero's

friends and the Senate to join their forces with

him againſt the Triumvirate. For this end, " he

" produced Bibulus and the other Augurs in an

66

Affembly of the people, and demanded of

" them, whether it was not unlawfull to tranfact

any public bufinefs, when any of them were

" taking the Aufpices? " To which they all

[r] Ad Att. 3. 25.

99

anfwered



400 The HISTORY of the Life

Cic. 49.

Coff.

L. CALPUR

66

39

A. Urb. 695. anfwered in the affirmative. " Then he afked

" Bibulus, whether he was not actually obſerv-

❝ing the heavens, as oft as any of Cæfar's laws

NIUS PISO , were propofed to the people ? To which he

A.GABINIUS. " anfwered in the affirmative : but being pro-

" duced a fecond time by the Prætor Appius, hé

" added, that he took the Aufpices alfo, in the

" fame manner, at the time when Clodius's act

" of adoption was confirmed by the people :

but Clodius, while he gratified his prefent re-

venge, little regarded howmuch it turned againft

himſelf; but infifted, " that all Cæfar's acts

66 ought to be annulled by the Senate, as being

"contrary to the Aufpices ; and on that condi-

" tion, declared publicly, that he himſelfwould

bring back Cicero, the guardian of the City,

" on his own fhoulders [s]."

66

In the fame fit of revenge, he fell upon the

Conful Gabinius ; and in an affembly of the peo-

ple, which he called for that purpoſe, with his

bead veiled and a little altar andfire before him, con-

fecrated his whole eftate. This had been fometimes

done againſt traiterous Citizens ; and when legally

performed, had the effect of a confifcation, by

making the place and effects ever afterfacred and

public: but inthe prefent cafe, it was confidered

onely as an act of madnefs ; and the Tribun Nin-

nius, in ridicule of it, confecrated Clodius's eftate

in thefameform and manner, that whatever efficacy

[ ] Tu tuo præcipitante

jam & debilitato Tribunatu,

aufpiciorum patronus fubito

extitifti . Tu M. Bibulum in

concione, tu Augures pro-

duxifti. Te interrogante Au-

gures refponderunt, cum de

cœlo fervatum fit, cum po-

pulo agi non poffe-tua de-

nique omnis actio pofteriori-

bus menfibus fuit, omnia,

quæ C. Cæfar egiffet, quæ

contra aufpicia effent acta,

per fenatum refcindi opor-

tere. Quod fi fieret, dice-

bas, te tuis humeris me, cufto-

dem urbis, in urbem relatu-

rum. Pro Dom. 15.

was

I
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was afcribed to the one, the other might justly chal- A. Urb. 695 .

lenge the fame [t] .

Cic. 49 .

Coff.

BUT the expected hour was now come, which L. CALPUR

put an end to his deteftable Tribunate:.it had been NIUS Piso;

uniform and of a piece from the first to the laft ; A.GABINIUS

themoſt infamous and corrupt that Rome had ever

ſeen therewas fcarce an office beftowed at home,

or any favor granted to a Prince, State, or City

abroad, butwhat he openlyfold to the beſt bidder:.

" The Poets, fays Cicero, could not feign a Cha-
66

rybdis, fo voracious as his rapine : he conferred

" the title of King on thoſe who had it not, and

" took it away from who had [u ] ; " and fold

the rich Priesthoods of Afia, as the Turks are faid

to fellthe Grecian Bifhopricks, without regarding

whether they were full or vacant ; ofwhich Cicero

gives us a remarkable inſtance. " There was a

" celebrated Temple of Cybele, at Peffinuns in

" Phrygia, where that Goddefs was worshipped

" with fingular devotion, not onely by all Afia,

" but Europe too ; and where the Roman Gene-,

" rals themſelves often ufed to pay their vows

and make their offerings." HerPriest wasin

quiet poffeffion, without any rival Pretender, or

any complaint against him ; yet Clodius, by a law

of the people, granted this Priefthood to one Bro-

gitarus, a petty Soverein in thofe parts, to whom

[ ] Tu, tu, inquam, capite

velato, concione advocata,

foculo pofito bona tui Gabinii

confecrâfti in-quid ? exem-

plo tuo bona tua nonne L.

Ninnius- confecravit ? quod

fi, quia ad te pertinet, ratum

effe negas oportere ; ea jura

conftituifti in præclaro tribu-

natu tuo, quibus in te con-

verfis, recufares, alios ever-

VOL. I.

teres .-Pro Dom, 47, 48.

[u] Reges qui erant, ven-

didit , qui non erant; appel-

lavit-quamdenique tam im-

manemCharybdim poetæ fin-

gendo exprimere potuerunt,

quæ tantos exhaurire gurgi-

tes poffet, quantas ifte præ-

das-exforbuit ? De Haruf

refp . 27 .

Dd he
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. he had before given the title of King : and 1 ſhall

Cic. 49. think him a King indeed, fays Cicero, if ever be be

L. CALPUR abletopay thepurchase money: but the fpoils of the

Nius Piso, Temple were deftined to that ufe ; and would

A. GABINIUS. foon have been applied to it ; ifDeiotarus, King

ofGalatia, a Prince of noble character, and a true

friend to Rome, had not defeated the impious

bargain, by taking the Temple into his protecti-

on, and maintaining the lawfull Prieſt againſt the

intruder ; nor fuffering Brogitarus, though his fon-

in-law, to pollute or touchany thing belonging to it [x].

ALL the ten new Tribuns had folemnly pro-

miſed to ſerve Cicero ; yet Clodius found means

to corrupt two of them, S. Atilius Serranus, and

Numerius Quinctius Gracchus ; by whofe help

hewas enabled ftill to make head againſt Cicero's

party, and retard his reſtoration fome time longer:

but Pifo and Gabinius, perceiving the ſcene to be

opening apace in his favor, and his return to be

unavoidable, thought it time to get out of his

way, and retire to their feveral governments, to

-

[x] Qui accepta pecunia

Pelinuntem ipfum, fedem

domiciliumque Matris Deo-

rum vaftâris, & Brogitaro,

Gallogræco, impuro homini

acnefario--totumillum locum

fanumque vendideris. Sacer-

dotem ab ipfis aris, pulvina-

ribufque detraxeris. Quæ

Reges omnes , qui Afiam

Europamque tenuerunt, fem-

per fumma religione colue-

Quæ Majores noftri

tam fancta duxerunt, ut

noftri Imperatores maximis

& periculofiffimis bellis huic

Deævota facerent, eaque in

ipfo Peffinunte ad illam ipfam

runt -

principem aram & in illo

locoFanoque perfolverent.~-

Putabo regem, fi habuerit

unde tibi folvat.-Nam cum

multa regia funt in Deiotaro,

tum illa maxime, quod tibi

nummum nullum dedit.

Quod Peffinuntem per fcelus

a te violatum, & facerdote,

facrifque fpoliatum recupe-

ravit.Quod cæremonias ab

omnivetuftateacceptas a Bro-

gitaro pollui non finit, ma-

vultque generum fuum mu-

nere tuo, quam illud Fanum

antiquitate religionis carere..-

Ibid. 13. Pro Sext. 26.

enjoy
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enjoy the reward of their perfidy: fo that they

both left Rome, with the expiration ofthis year,

and Pifo fet out for Macedonia, Gabinius for

Syria.

Coff.

On the first of January the new Conful Lentu- A. U÷b. 696.

lus, after the ceremony of his inauguration, and Cic. 5o.

his firſt duty paid, as ufual, to religion, entered P.CORNELIUS

directly into Cicero's affair, and moved the Senate LENTULUS

for his reſtoration [y] ; while his Collegue Metel- SPINTHER,

lus declared, with much feeming candor, " that Q CECILIUS

" though Cicero and he had been enemies, on

" account oftheir different fentiments in politics,

"yet hewould give up his refentments to the au-

" thority ofthe Fathers, and the intereſts ofthe

CC Republic [z] ." Upon which L. Cotta, a per-

fon ofConfular and Cenforian rank, being aſked his

opinion the firſt, ſaid, " that nothing had been

" done againſt Cicero agreeably to right or law,

" or the cuftom oftheir anceſtors : that no Citi-

" zen could be driven out of the City without a

" trial ; and that the people could not condemn,

" nor even try a man capitally, but in an affem-

" bly of their Centuries : that the whole was the

" effect of violence, turbulent times, and an op-

66 preffed Republic : that in fo ftrange a revolu-

" tion and confufion of all things, Cicero had

onely ſtept afide, to provide for his future tran-

quillity, by declining the impending ftorm ;

" and fince he had freed the Republic from no

66

-[y] Kalendis Januariis. ejus moderatio de me? Qui

P. Lentulus Conful - fumul

ac de folemni religione retu-

lit , nihil humanarum rerum

fibi prius, quam de me agen-

dum judicavit. Poft red. ad

Quir. 5.

[x] Quae etiam College

cum inimicitias fibi mecum

ex Reipub. diffenfione fufcep-

tas effe dixiffet, eas fe Patri-

bus confcriptis dixit & tem-

poribus Reipub. permiffu-

rum-pro Sext. 32 .

Dd2
" lefs

METELLUS

NEPOS,
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Cic. 50.

P.CORNELIUS
66

A. Urb. 696. " leſs danger by his abfence, than he had done

" before by his prefence, that he ought not onely

Coff. " to be reftored, but to be adorned with new ho-

LENTULUS nors : that what his mad enemy had publiſhed

againſt him, was drawn fo abfurdly both in

QCECILIUS " Words and fentiments, that, if it had been

METELLUS enacted in proper form, it could never obtain

the force of a law: that fince Cicero therefore

SPINTHER,

NEPOS.

66
was expelled by no law, he could not want a

" law to restore him, but ought to be recalled

66

by a vote ofthe Senate."-Pompey, who ſpoke

next, having highly applauded what Cotta faid,

added, " that for the fake of Cicero's future quiet,

" and to prevent all farther trouble fromthe fame

" quarter, it was his opinion that the people

" fhould have a fhare in conferring that grace,

" and their confent be joined alfo to the authority

of the Senate." After many others had ſpoken

likewife with great warmth in the defence and

praiſe of Cicero, they all came unanimouſly into

Pompey's opinion, and were proceding to make

a decree upon it, when Serranus, the Tribun, roſe

up and put a stop to it ; not flatly interpofing his

regative, for he had not the affurance to do that,

againſt fuch a ſpirit and unanimity of the Senate,

but defiring onely a night's time to confider of it.

This unexpected interruption incenfed the whole

affembly ; fomereproached, others entreated him ;

and his Father in law, Oppius, threw himſelf at

his feet, to move him to defift : but all that they

could get from him was a promife to give wayto

the decree the next morning , upon which they

broke up. " But the Tribun, fays Cicero, em-

" ployed the night, not as people fancied he

" would, in giving back the money, which he

" had taken, but in making a better bargain, and

66

doubling his price ; for the next morning, being

66 grown
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66

Coff.

grown more hardy, he abfolutely prohibitedA. Urb. 696.

" the Senate from proceding to any act [ a ]." Cic. 5o.

This conduct of Serranus furprized Cicero'sp. CORNELIUS

friends, being not onely perfidious and contrary LENTULUS

to his engagements, but highly ungratefull to Ci- SPINTHER,

cero; who, in his Confulfhip, had been bis fpecialQCECILIUS

Encourager and Benefactor [b] .

THE Senate however, though hindered at pre-

fent from paffing their decree, were too well

united, and too ftrongly fupported, to be baffled

much longer by the artifices ofa faction : they re-

folved therefore, without farther delay, to pro-

pound a law to the people for Cicero's refloration ;

and the twenty fecond of the month was appointedfor

the promulgation of it. When the day came, Fa-

bricius, one of Cicero's Tribuns, marched out with

a ftrongguard, before it was light, to get poffeffion

of the Roftra : but Clodius was too early for him :"

[a] Tum princeps rogatus

fententiam L. Cotta, dixit.

Nihil de me actum effe jure,

nihil more majorum, nihil

legibus, &c. Quare me, qui

nulla lege abeffem, non re-

ftitui lege, fed Senatus auc-

toritate oportere.—

Poft eum rogatus fenten-

tiam Cn. Pompeius, appro-

bata, laudataque Cotta fen-

tentia, dixit, fefe otii mei

caufa, ut omni populari con-

certatione defungerer, cen-

fere ; ut ad Senatus auctori-

tatem populi quoque Romani

beneficium adjungeretur .Cum

omnes certatim, aliufque alio

gravius de meafalute dixiffet,

fieretque fine ulla varietate

difceffio furrexit Atilius ;

nec aufus eft , cum effet

emptus, intercedere ; noctem

fibi ad deliberandum poſtula-'

vit . Clamor Senatus, que-

rele, preces, Socer ad pedes

abjectus . Ille, fe affirmare

poftero die moram nullam

effe facturum. Creditum eft :'

difceffum eft : illi interea de-

liberatori merces, interpofita

nocte, duplicata eft. Pro

Sext. 34.

-

Deliberatio non in red-

denda, quemadmodum non-

nulli arbitrabantur, fed, ut

patefactum eft, in augenda

mercede confumpta eft. Poft

red . ad Quir. 5 .

[ b] Is Tribunus pleb.

quem ego maximis beneficiis

Quaftorem Conful ornave-

Ibid.ram .

Dd 3
and

METELLUS

NEPOS.
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Coff.

A. Urb. 696. and having feized all the pots and avenues of

Cic. 50. the Forum, was prepared to give him a warm re-

P.CORNELIUS Ception : he had purchaſed fome Gladiators, for the

LENTULUS fhews ofhis Eilefhip, to which he was now pre-

SPINTHER, tending ; and borrowed another band of bis Brother

QCACILIUS Appius; and with thefe well armed, at the head

Neros. of his flaves and dependents, be attacked Fabri-

METELLUS

cius, killed feveral ofhis followers, wounded many

more, and drove him quite out of the place ; and

happening to fall in at the fame timewithCifpius,

another Tribun, who was coming to the aid of his

Collegue, be repulſed him alfo with agreat flaughter.

The Gladiators, heated with this taft of blood,

opened theirway on all fides with their fwords,

" in queft of Quintus Cicero ; whom they met

with at laft, and would certainly have mur-

" thered, if by the advantage of the confufion

and darkness, he had not hid himſelfunder the

bodies of his flaves and freedmen, who were

" killed around him ; where he lay concealed,

" till the fray was over." The Tribun Sextius

was treated ftill more roughly, for being par-

" ticularly purfued and marked out for deftructi-

on, he was fo defperately wounded, as to be

left for dead upon the fpot ; and eſcaped death,

" onelyby feigning it :" but while he lay in that

condition, fuppofed to be killed, Clodius reflect-

ing, that the murther of a Tribun, whoſe perfon

was facred, would raiſe fuch a ftorm, as might

occafion his ruin, “ took a ſudden refolution to

" killone ofhis own Tribuns, in order to charge

" it upon his adverfaries, and fo balance the ac-

" countbymakingboth fides equallyobnoxious : "

thevictim doomed to this facrifice was, Numerius

Quinctius, an obfcure fellow, raiſed to this dig-

nity bythe caprice of the multitude, who, to make

himfelfthe more popular, had affumed the fur-

name

2
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name ofGracchus : " but the crafty clown, fays A. Urb. 696.
Cic. 50.

" Cicero, having got fome hint of the defign, and Coff.

66
finding, that his blood was to wipe offthe envy P.CORNELIUS

" of Sextius's, diſguiſed himſelfpreſently in the LENTULUS

" habit of a Muleteer, the fame in which he first SPINTHER,

" came to Rome, and with a baſket upon his QCECILIUS

" head, while fome where calling out for Nume-

rius, others for Quinctius, paffed undiſcovered

" bythe confufion of the two names : but he

" continued in this danger, till Sextius was known

" to bealive; and if that diſcovery had not been

" made fooner than one would have wifhed,

" though they could not have fixed the odium of

" killing their mercenary where they deſigned it ;
66

yetthey would have leffened the infamy ofone

" villainy, by committing another, which all

peoplewouldhave been pleaſed with." Accord-

ing to the account of this day's Tragedy, " the

" Tiber and all the common fewers were filled

" with dead bodies, and the blood wiped up with

<<

fponges in the Forum, where fuch heaps of

" flain had never before been ſeen, but in the

" civil diffenfions of Cinna and Octavius [c] .”

CLODIUS,Dd4

[ ] Princeps rogationis ,

vir mihi amiciffimus , Q.

Fabricius templum aliquanto

ante lucem occupavit.

Cum Forum , Comitium ,

Curiam multa de nocte ar-

matis hominibus, ac fervis

occupaviffent, impetum fa-

ciunt in Fabricium, manus

afferunt, occidunt nonnullos,

vulnerant multos : venien-

tem in Forum, virum opti-

mum M. Cifpium- vi de-

pellunt ; cædem in Foro

maximam faciunt . Univerfi

diftrictis gladiis in omnibus

Fori partibus fratrem meum

oculis quærebant, voce pofce-

bant. Pulfus e Roftris in

Comitio jacuit, feque fervo-

rum & libertorum corporibus

obtexit.-

Multis vulneribus acceptis

ac debilitato corpore contru-

cidato, Sextius, fe abjecit

exanimatus ; neque ulla alia

re ab fe mortem, nifi mortis

opinione, depulit-At vero

illi ipfi parricidæ.-Adeo vim

facinoris fui perhorruerant,

ut fi paullo longior opinio

mortis Sextii fuiffet, Grac-

chum

METELLUS

NEPOS.
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P.CORNELIUS

CLODIUS, flushed with this victory, " fet fire

" with his own hands to the Temple of the

" Nymphs ; where the books of the Cenfors and

LENTULUS the public regifters of the City were kept,

SPINTHER, which were all confumed with the Fabric it-

Q CECILIUS « felf[d] ." He then attacked the houſes of Milo

METELLUS theTribun, and Cæcilius the Prætor, with fire and

NEPOS. fword ; but was repulfed in both attempts with

lofs : " Milo took feveral of Appius's Gladiators

•

66

" prifoners, who, being brought before the Se-

nate, made a confeffion of what they knew,

and were fent tojail ; butwere preſently releaſed

by Serranus [e]." Upon thefe outrages Milo

impeached Clodius in form, for the violation of the

public peace: but the Conful Metellus, who had not

yet abandoned him, with the Prator Appius, and

the Tribun Serranus, refolved to prevent any pro-

cefs upon it ; and by their edicts prohibited,

either the criminal himfelf to appear, or any

chum illum fuum transfe-

1endi in nos criminis caufa,

occidere cogitarint. -Senfit

Rufticulus, non incautus ;—

mulionicam penulam arri-

puit, cum qua primum Ro-

mam ad comitia vencrit :

mefforia fe corbe contexit :

cum quærerent alii Numere-

rium, alii Quinctium , gemini

nominis errore fervatus eft,

atque hoc fcitis omnes ; uf-

que adeohominemin periculo

fuiffe, quoad fcitum lit , Sex-

tium vivere.Quod nifi effetpa-

tefactum paullo citius, quem

vellem, &c. Meminiftis tum ,

Judices, corporibus civium

Tiberim compleri, cloacas

referciri, e foro fpongiis cf-

fingi fanguinem . Lapida-
-

tiones perfæpe vidimus ; non

ita fæpe, fed nimium tamen

fæpe gladios ; cædem vero

tantam , tantos acervos cor-

porum exftructos, nifi forte

illo Cinnano atque Octaviano

die, quis unquam in Foro

vidit? Pro Sext. 35 , 36,

37, 38.

-

[d] Eum qui Ædem Nym-

pharum incendit, ut memo-

riam publicam recenfionis,

tabulis publicis impreffam ,

extingueret.
Pro Mil. 27.

Parad . 4. de Harufpic . refp.

27.

-

[e] Gladiatores-compre-

henfi, in Senatum introducti,

confeffi, in vincula conjecti

a Milone, emiffi a Serrano.-

Pro Sext. 39.

one
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Cic. 50.

METELLUS

" one to cite him [f]" There pretence was, A. Urb. 696 .

" that the Quæftors were not yet chofen, whoſe Coff.

" office it was to make the allotment of the P.CORNELIUS

" Judges ; while they themſelves kept back the LENTULUS

" election," and were pushing Clodius at the fame SPINTHER,

time into the Edilefhip ; which would fkreen him QCECILIUS

of courfe for one year from any profecution. NEPOS.

Milo therefore, finding it impracticable to bring

him to juſtice in the legal method, refolved to

deal with him in his own way, by oppofing force

to force ; and for this end purchaſed a band of

Gladiators, with which he had daily ſkirmiſhes.

with him in the ſtreets ; and acquired a great re-

putation of courage and generofity, for being the

firft of all the Romans, who had ever bought Gladia-

tors, for the defence ofthe Republic [ g].

THIS obftruction given to Cicero's return by an

obftinate and defperate faction, made the Senate

onely the more refolute to effect it : they paffed

afecond vote therefore, that no other business fhould

be done, till it was carried ; and to prevent all far-

ther tumults, and infults upon the Magiftrates , or-

dered the Confuls, to fummon all the people of Italy,

who wished well to the ftate, to come to the affiftance

and defence of Cicero [b] . This gave new ſpirits to

[f] Ecce tibi Conful,

Prætor, Tribunus pleb . nova

novi generis edicta propo-

nunt : ne reus adfit, ne ci-

tetur.-Pro Sext . 41 .

[g ] Sed honori fummo

Miloni noftro nuper fuit,

quod Gladiatoribus emptis

Reipub. caufa, quæ falute

noftra continebatur omnes P.

Clodii conatus furorefque

compreffit. De Offic. 2. 17 .

[b] Itaque poftea nihil vos

civibus, nihil fociis, nihil

Regibus refpondiftis .

red. in Sen. 3 .

Poft

Quid mihi præclarius ac-

cidere potuit, quam quod illo

referente vos decreviftis, ut

cuncti ex omni Italia, qui

Remp. falvam vellent , ad

me unum reftituendum, &

defendendumvenirent ? Ib . 9.

In una mea caufa factum

eft, ut literis confularibus ex

S. C. cuncta ex Italia, omnes,

qui Remp. falvam vellent ,

convocarentur. Pro Sext. 60 .

3 the
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66

A. Urb. 696. the honeft Citizens, and drewa vaft concourſe to

Cic. 5o. Rome from all parts of Italy, where there was

P.CORNELIUS not a corporate Town of any note, which did not

LENTULUS teftify its refpect to Cicero, by fome public act or

SPINTHER, monument. Pompey was at Capua, acting as

Q.CECILIUS chiefMagiftrate of his newColony ; where he

METELLUS «Ε

prefided in perfon at their making a decree to
NEFOS. " Cicero's honor, and took the trouble likewiſe

" of viſiting all the other Colonies and chief

" Townsin thoſe parts," to appoint them a day

of general rendezvous at Rome, to affift at the

promulgation of the law [i].

LENTULUS, at the fame time, was entertain-

ing the City withfhews andstage plays, in order to

keep the people in good humor, whom he had

called from their private affairs in the country, to

attend the public bufinefs. The fhews were ex-

hibited in Pompey'sTheater, while the Senate, for

the convenience of being near them, was held in

the adjoining Temple of Honor and Virtue, built by

Marius out ofthe Cimbric fpoils, and called for that

reafon, Marius's Monument : here, according to

Cicero's dream, a decree now paffed in properform

forhis reftoration ; when under the joint influence

ofthofe Deities, Honor, he ſays, was done to Vir-

tue ; and the Monument of Marius, the preſerver

of the Empire, gave fafety to his Countryman, the

defender of it [k].

[ ] Qui in colonia nuper

conftituta, cum ipfe gereret

Magiftratum, vim & crudeli-

tatem privilegii auctoritate

honeftiffimorum hominum, &

publicis literis confignavit :

princepfque Italiæ totius præ-

fidium ad meam falutem im-

plorandam putavit. Poft red .

in Sen, 11.

Hic municipia, coloniaf-

que audiit : hic Italiæ totius

auxilium imploravit.

dom. 12.

Pro

[k] Cum in Templo Ho-

noris & Virtutis, honos habi-

tus effet virtuti ; CaiiqueMa-

rii, confervatoris hujus impe-

rii, monumentum, municipi

ejus & Reipub. defenfori fe-

dem ad falutem præbuiffet.

Pro Sect. 54. it. 56.

THE
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METELLUS

THE news of this decree no fooner reached the A.

neighbouring Theater, than the whole affembly

expreffed their fatisfaction by claps and applauses, P.CORNELIUS

which they renewed upon the entrance of every LENTULUS

Senator ; but when the Conful Lentulus took his SPINTHER,

place, they all rofe up, and with acclamations, QCECILIUS

ftretched out bands, and tears ofjoy, publicly testify- NEPOS.

ed their thanks to him. But when Clodius ven-

tured to fhew himſelf, they were hardly reſtrained

from doinghimviolence; throwingoutreproaches,

threats and curfes upon him : fo that in the fhews

of Gladiators, which he could not bear to be de-

prived of, he durft not go to his feat in the com-

mon and open manner, but uſed to ſtart up into

it at once, from fome obfcure paffage under the

benches, whichon that account wasjocofely called,

the Appian way; where he was no fooner efpied,

than fo " general a hiſs enfued, that it diſturbed

" the Gladiators, and frightened their very horſes.

" Fromtheſe fignifications, fays Cicero, he might

" learn the difference between the genuin Citi-

" zens of Rome, and thofe packed affemblies of

" the people, where he uſed to domineer ; and

" that the men, who lord it in fuch affemblies,

" are the real averfion of the City ; while thoſe,

" who dare not fhew their heads in them, are

" received with all demonſtration of honor by

"the whole people [7]."

[] Audito S. C. ore ipfi,

atque abfenti fenatui plaufus

eft abuniverfis datus : deinde,

cum Senatoribusfingulis fpec-

tatum e Senatu redeuntibus :

cum vero ipfe, qui ludos fa-

ciebat, Confulaffedit : ftantes,

& manibus paffis gratias a-

gentes,&lacrymantesgaudio,

WHEN

fuam erga me benevolentiam

acmifericordiam declararunt.

at cum ille furibundus venif-

fet, vix fe populus Romanus

tenuit. - Pro Sext. 55. Is,

cum quotidie Gladiatores

fpectaret, nunquam eft con-

fpectus, cumveniret : emerge-

bat fubito, cum fub tabulas.

fubrep-
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Coff.

WHENthe decree paffed, the famed Tragedian,

Cic. 50. Efopus, who acted, as Cicero fays, the fame good

P.CORNELIUSpart in the Republic, that he did upon the stage, was

LENTULUS performing the part of Telamon, banishedfrom bis

SPINTHER, Country, in one of Accius's plays ; where by the

QCECILIUS emphafis of his voice, and the change of a word

METELLUS or two in fome of the lines, he contrived to turn

NEPOS. the thoughts of the audience on Cicero. " What

" he! who always ftood up for the Republic !

" who in doubtfull times fpared neither life nor

" fortunes--the greateſt friend in the greateſt

66

-

danger offuch parts and talents--O Father-

" Ifaw his houfes and rich furniture all in flames

" O ungratefull Greeks, inconftant people ;

forgetfull of fervices !-to fee fuch a man ba-

" nifhed ; driven from his country ; and fuffer

" him to continue fo?"-At each of which ſen-

tences there was no end of clapping-In another

Tragedy of the fame Poet, called Brutus, when

inſtead ofBrutus he pronounced Tullius, who efta-

blifhed the liberty of his Citizens ; the people were

fo affected, that they called for it again a thoufand

times. This was the conftant practice through the

whole time of his exil : there was not a paffage in

any play, which could poffibly be applied to his

cafe, but the whole audience preſently catched it

up, and by their claps and applaufes loudly figni-

fied their zeal and good wishes for him [m].

fubrepferat itaque illa via

latebrofa, qua ille fpectatum

veniebat, Appiajam vocaba-

tur , qui tamen quo tempore

confpectus erat, non modo

Gladiatores, fed equi ipfi

Gladiatorum repentinis fibi-

lis extimefcebant. Videtifne

igitur, quantum inter popu-

lum Romanum, & concio-

THOUGH

nem interfit ? Dominos con-

cionum omni odio populi no-

tari ? Quibus autem con-

fiftere in operarum concioni-

bus non liceat, eos omni po-

puli Romani fignificatione de-

corari ?-Ib. 59 .

[m] Recenti nuncio de illo

S. C. ad ludos, fcenamque

perlato, fummus Artifex, &

me-
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P.CORNELIUS

THOUGH a decree was regularly obtained for A. Urb. 696.

Cicero's return, Clodius had the courage and ad- Cic. 50 .

dreſs ſtill to hinder it's paffing into a law : he took

all occafions of haranguing the people againſt it ; LENTULUS

andwhen he had filled the Forum with his merce- SPINTHER,

naries, "ufedto demand of them aloud, contrary Q CECILIUS

to the cuſtom of Rome, whether they would NEPOS.

" have Cicero reſtored or not ; upon which his

" emiffaries raiſing a fort of a dead cry in the ne-

66

66
gative, he laid hold of it, as the voice ofthe

" Roman people, and declared the propofal to

" be
be rejected [n]." But the Senate, afhamed to

fee their authority thus infulted, when the whole

city was on their fide, refolved to take fuch mea-

fures in the fupport oftheir decrees, that it fhould

not be poffible to defeat them . Lentulus there-

fore fummoned them into the Capitol, on the twenty-

fifth of May; where Pompey began the debate,

and renewed the motion for recalling Cicero ; andin

a grave and elaborate fpeech which he had pre-

pared in writing, and delivered from his notes,

-

mehercule femper partium

in Repub. tanquam in fcena,

optimatium, flens & recenti

lætitia & mifto dolore ac de-

fiderio mei fummi enim

poetæ ingenium non folum

arte fua fed etiam dolore ex-

primebat. Quid enim ? qui

Remp. certo animo adjuverit,

ftatuerit, fteterit cum Achi-

vis-re dubia nec dubitarit

vitam offerre, nec capitipeper-

cerit, fummum amicum

fummo in bello-fummo ingenio

præditum O Pater hæc

omnia vidi inflammari-O in-

gratifici Argivi, inanes Graii,

immemoresbeneficii ! -exulare

finitis, fiftis pelli, pulfum pa-

- -

timini-quæ fignificatio fuerit

omnium, quæ declaratio vo-

luntatis ab Univerfo popula

Romano ?

Nominatim fum appellatus

in Bruto, Tullius, qui liberta-

tem civibus ftabiliverat . Mil-

lies revocatum eft . Pro Sext.

56, 7, 8.

[2] Ille Tribunus pleb.

qui de me non majorum

fuorum, fed Græculorum in-

ftituto, concionem interro-

gare folebat, velletne me re-

dire: & cum erat reclamatum

femivivis mercenariorum vo-

cibus ; populum Romanum

negare dicebat. Ib. 59.

METELLUS

gave
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A. Urb. 696. gave him the honor ofhavingfaved his country [o].

All the leading men ofthe Senate ſpoke after him

P.CORNELIUS to the fame effect ; but the Conful Metellus, not-

LENTULUS withstandinghis promiſes, hadbeen actinghitherto

SPINTHER, a double part ; and was all along the chief encou-

Q.CECILIUS rager and fupporter of Clodius : when Servilius

METELLUS therefore rofe up, a perfon of the firft dignity,

NEPOS. who had been honored with a triumph and the

Cenſorſhip, he addreffed himſelf to his kinfman,

Metellus ; and " calling up from the dead all the

"family ofthe Metelli, laid before him the glo-

" rious acts ofhis anceſtors, with the conduct and

" unhappy fate of his Brother, in a manner fo

" moving, that Metellus could not hold out any

"longer, againſt the force of the ſpeech, nor

"the authority of the Speaker ; but with tears in

" his eyes, gave himſelf up to Servilius, and pro-

" feffed all future fervices to Cicero :" in which

he proved very fincere, and from this moment

affifted his collegue in promoting Cicero's reftora-

tion : "fo that in a very full houſe, of four hun-

" dred and feventeen Senators ; when all the Ma-

giftrates were prefent, the decree paffed with-

" out one diffenting voice, but Clodius's [P]:"

which

С،

[o] Idem ille Conful cum

illa incredibilis multitudo

Romam, & pæne Italia ipfa

veniffet, vos frequentiffimos

in Capitolium convocavit.

[Poft red. in Sen. 16.] Cum

vir is, qui tripartias Orbis

terrarum oras atque regiones

tribustriumphis huic imperio

adjunctas notavit, de fcripto

fententia dicta , mihi uni

teftimonium patriæ confer-

vatæ dedit.-Pro Sext. 61.

[p] Qu . Metellus, & ini-

-

micus & frater inimici per-

fpecta veftra voluntate, omnia

privata odia depofuit : quem

P. Servilius & auctoritatis

& orationis fuæ divina qua-

dam gravitate ad fui generis,

communifque fanguinis facta,

virtutefque revocavit, ut ha-

beret in confilio & fratrem

ab inferis- & omnes Metel-

los, præftantiffimos cives-

itaque extitit non modo fa-

lutis defenfor,-verum etiam

adfcriptor dignitatis meæ.

Quo
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which gave occafion to Cicero to write a particular A. Urb. 696.

letter of thanks to Metellus, as he had done once

before, upon his first declaration for him [ 9 ]

Coff.

P.CORNELIUS

SOME may be apt to wonder, why the Two LENTULUS

Tribuns, who were Cicero's enemies ftill as much SPINTHER,

as ever, did not perfevere to inhibit the decree , Q. CECILIUS

METELLUS

fince the Negative of a fingle Tribun had an in- NEPOS.

difputable force to ftop procedings : but when

that negative was wholly arbitrary and factious ;

contrary to the apparent intereft, and general in-

clination of the Citizens ; ifthe Tribun could not

be prevailed with by gentle means to recall it, the

Senate uſedto enter into adebate upon the merit of

it, and procede to fome extraordinary refolution,

of declaring the author of fuch an oppofition, an

enemyto his country ; and anfwerable for all the mif

chief, that was likely to enfue ; or ofordering the Con

fuls to take care that the Republic received no detri-

ment ; which votes were thought to justify any

methods, howviolent foever, of removing either

the obſtruction, or the author of it ; who feldom

cared to expoſe himſelf tothe rage ofan inflamed

City, headed by the Confuls and the Senate, and

to affert his prerogative at the peril of his life.

THIS in effect was the cafe at prefent ; when

theConfulLentulus affembled the Senate again the

next day, to concert fome effectual method for

preventing all farther oppofition, and getting the

decree enacted into a law : but before they met,

he called the people likewife to the Roftra ; where

Quo quidem die, cum vos

417, ex Senatu effetis, Ma-

giftratus autem hi omnes ad-

effent, diffenfit unus Poft

red. in Sen. 10.

Collacrymavit vir egregius

acvereMetellus, totumquefe

P. Servilio dicenti etiam tum

tradidit. Nec illam divinam

gravitatem, plenam antiqui-

tatis, diutius potuit fuftine-

re. Pro Sext. 62.

[9] Epift. fam. 5. 4.

3 he,
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A. Urb. 696. he, and all the principal Senators, in their turns,

repeated to them the fubftance of what they hadCoff. faid before in the Senate, in order to prepare them

LENTULUS for the reception of the law: Pompey particularly

SPINTHER, exerted himſelf, in extolling the praises of Ci-

Q.CECILIUS Cero ; declaring, " that the Republic owed it's

METELLUS « prefervation to him ; and that their commonNEPOS.
66

66

fafety was involved in his ; exhorting themto

" defend and fupport the decree of the Senate,

" the quiet of the City, and the fortunes ofa man,

" who had deferved fo well of them : that this

" was the general voice of the Senate ; of the

Knights ; of all Italy ; and laftly, that it was

" his own earneſt, and ſpecial requeſt to them,

" which he not onely defired , but implored them

" to grant [r]." When the Senate afterwards

met, they proceded to feveral new and vigorous

votes, to facilitate the fuccefs of the law: firft,

" that no Magiſtrate ſhould prefume to take the

" Aufpices, fo as to diſturb the affembly ofthe

" people, when Cicero's caufe was to come before

" them and that if any one attempted it, he

" fhould be treated as a public enemy.

Secondly, " That, if through any violence of

" obſtruction, the law was not fuffered to pafs,

" within the five next legal days of affembly,

" Cicero fhould then be at liberty to return, with-

" out any farther authority.

[r] Quorum princeps ad

rogandos & ad cohortandos

vos fuit Cn. Pompeius-pri-

mum vos docuit, meis confi-

liis Rempub. effe fervatam,

caufamque meam cum com-

muni falute conjunxit ; hor-

tatufque eft, ut auctoritatem

Senatus, ftatum civitatis, for-

tunas civis bene meriti defen-

deretis : tum in perorando

pofuit, vos rogari a Senatu,

rogari ab Equitibus, rogari

ab Italia cuncta : denique

ipfe ab extremum pro mea

vos falute nonrogavitfolum,

verum etiam obfecravit.-

Poſt red . ad Quir. 7.

Thirdly,
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METELLUS

Thirdly, " That public thanks fhould be given A. Urb. 695,

to all the people of Italy, who came to Rome

" for Cicero's defence ; and that they fhould be p. CORNELIUS

" defired to come again, on the day when the LENTULUS

" fuffrages of the people were to be taken. SPINTHER,

Fourthly, " That thanks fhould be given like- Q.CECILIUS

" wife to all the States and Cities, which had re- NEPOS

" ceived and entertained Cicero ; and that the

" care of his perfon fhould be recommended to

" all foreign nations in alliance with them ; and

" that the Roman Generals, and all who had

" command abroad, fhould be ordered to pro

" tect his life and ſafety [s] .”

ONE cannot help paufing a while, to reflect on

the great idea, which thofe facts imprint of the

character and dignity of Cicero ; to fee fo vaft an

Empire in fuch a ferment on his account, as to

poftpone all their concerns and interefts, for many

monthsfucceffively, to thefafety ofafingle Senator [ t] ;

who had no other means of exciting the zeal, or

engaging the affections of his Citizens, but the

[] Quod eft poftridie de-

cretum in curia- ne quis de

cælo fervaret ; ne quisoram

ullam afferret ; fi quis alitèr

feciffet, eum plane everforem

Reipub. fore.-

Addidit, fi diebus quinque

quibus agi de me potuiffet,

non effet actum, redirem in

patriam omni auctoritate re-

cuperata.

Ut iis, qui ex tota Italia

falutis meæ caufa convene-

rant, agerentur gratiæ : atque

iidem ad res redeuntes, utve-

nirent, rogarentur.

Quem enim unquam Sena-

tus civem, nifi me, nationi-

bus exteris commendavit ?

VOL. I.

cujus unquam propterfalutem

nifi meam, Senatus publice

Sociis populi Romani gratias

egit ? De me uno P. C. decre-

verunt, ut qui provincias cum

imperio obtinerent, qui Quæ-

ftores Legatique effent, falu-

tem & vitam meam cuftodi-

rent . Pro Sext. 60, 61 .

[ ] Nihil vos civibus, nihil

fociis, nihil Regibus refpon-

diftis. Nihil Judices fenten-

tiis, nihil populus fuffragiis,

nihil hicOrdo auctoritate de-

claravit : mutum Forum , elin-

guem curiam , tacitam & frac-

tam civitatem videbatis.-

Poft red . in Sen. 3 .

E e
genuin
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A. Urb. 695. genuin force of his perfonal virtues, and the merit

Cic. 50. of his eminent ſervices : as if the Republic itſelf ,

Coff. could not ſtand without him, but muſt fall into

LENTULUS ruins, ifhe, the main pillar of it, was removed;

SPINTHER, Whilft the greateſt Monarchs on earth, who had

Q. CECILIUS any affairs with the people of Rome, were look-

METELLUS ing on, to expect theevent, unable to procure any

P.CORNELIUS

NEPOS.

anfwer or regard to what they were folliciting, till

this affair was decided: Ptolemy, the King ofEgypt,

was particularly affected by it ; who, being driven

out of his Kingdom, came to Rome about this,

time, to beg help and protection againſt his rebel-

lious fubjects ; but though he was lodged in Pom-

pey's boufe, it was not poffible for him to get an

audience till Cicero's caufe was at an end.

THE law, now prepared for his reſtoration , was

to be offered to the Suffrage ofthe Centuries : this

was the moſt folemn and honorable way of tranf-

acting any public bufinefs, where the beſt and

graveft part of the City had the chief influence ;

and where a decree of the Senate was previouſly ne-

ceffary to make the act valid : but in the preſent

cafe, there ſeem to have been four or fivefeveral

decrees, provided at different times, which had all

beenfruftrated by the intrigues of Clodius and his

friends, till thefe laft votes proved decifive and

effectual [u]. Cicero's refolution upon them was,

" to wait till the law fhould be propoſed to the

66

people ; and, ifby the artifices of his enemies,

" it fhould then be obftructed, to come away di-

" rectly upon the authority of the Senate ; and

" rather hazard his life, than bear the lofs of his

" country any longer [x ]." But the vigor ofthe

[u] Vid. Pro Sext. 60. &

Notas Manutii ad 61.

[x] Mihi in animo eft le-

gum lationem expectare, &

fi obtrectabitur, utar aucto-

ritate Senatus, & potius vita

quam patria carebo. Ad Att.

3. 26.

late

2
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late debates had fo difcouraged the chiefs ofthe A. Urb . 696.

faction, that they left Clodius fingle inthe oppo- Coff.

fition : Metellus dropt him, and his brother Ap- P.CORNELIUS

pius was defirous to be quiet [y] ; yet it was a- LENTULUS

bove twomonths ftill fromthe laft decree, before SPINTHER,

Cicero's friends could bring the affair to a gene- Q.CECILIUS

ral vote ; which they effected at laft on the fourth METELLUS

of Auguft.

THERE had never been known fo numerous

and folemn an affembly ofthe Roman people as

this all Italy was drawn together on the occa-

fion it was reckoned a kind offin to be abfent ; and

neither age nor infirmity was thought afufficient ex-

cufe for not lending a helping hand to the restoration

of Cicero: all the Magiftrates exerted themſelves

in recommending the law, excepting Appius and

the two Tribuns, who durft not venture however

to oppoſe it : the meeting was held in the fieldof

Mars, for the more convenient reception of fo

great a multitude ; where the Senator's divided a-

mongthemſelves the task of prefiding in the feveral

Centuries, and feeing the poll fairly taken : the re-

fult was, that Cicero was recalled from exil, by the

unanimous fuffrage ofall the Centuries ; and to\the

infinite joy of the whole City [z].

[ ] Rediicummaxima dig-

nitate, fratre tuo altero Con-

fule reducente, altero Prætore

petente. Pro dom. 33 .

[z] Quo die quis civis fuit,

qui non nefas effe putaret,

quacunque aut ætate aut va-

litudine effet, non fe de falute

mea fententiam ferre ? Poft

´red. in Sen. xi.

Nemo fibi nec valetudinis

excufationem nec fenectutis

fatis juftam putavit.

Sext. 52.

Pro

NEPOS.

De me cum omnes Magi-

ftratus promulgaffent, præter

unum Prætorem, a quo non

erat poftulandum, fratrem

inimici mei, præterque duos

de lapide emptos Tribunos

plebis - nullis comitiis un-

quam multitudinem homi-

num tantam, neque fplendi-

diorem fuiffe.--vos rogato

res, vos diftributores, vos cu-

ftodes fuiffe tabularum.-In

Pifon. 15.

Ee 2 CLODIUS
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Coff.

A. Urb. 695. CLODIUS however had the hardiness, not only
Cic. 50.

to appear, but to speak in this affembly against the

P. CORNELIUSlaw ; but no body regarded or heard a word that he

LENTULUS faid: he now found the difference mentioned

SPINTHER, above, between a free convention of the Roman

METELLUS

NEPOS.

Q CECILIUS people, and thofe mercenary affemblies, where a

few defperate Citizens, headed by flaves and gla-

diators, uſed to carry all before them : where now,

fays Cicero, were thofe Tyrants ofthe Forum, thofe

baranguers ofthemob, thofe difpofers ofkingdoms ?—

Thiswas one of the laft genuin Ac&ts offree Rome ;

one of the laſt efforts of public liberty, exerting

itfelfto do honor to it's patron and defender : for

the union ofthe Triumvirate had already given it

a dangerous wound ; and their diffenfion, which

not long after enfued, entirely deſtroyed it.

BUT it gave fome damp to the joy of this glo-

rious day, that Cicero's fon in law Pifo happened

to die not long before it, to the extreme griefof

the family; without reaping the fruits ofhis Piety,

and fharingthe pleaſure and benefit of Cicero's re-

turn. His praifes however will be as immortal as

Cicero's writings, from whofe repeated character

of him we learn, " that for parts, probity, virtue,

" modefty ; and for every accompliſhment of a

" fine Gentleman and fine ſpeaker, he ſcarce left

his equal behind him, among all the youngNo-

bles of that age [a]." CICERO

[ a ] Pifo ille gener meus,

cui pietatis fuæ fru&um, ne-

que ex me, neque a populo

Romano ferre licuit. Pro

Sext. 31.

Studio autem neminem

necindustria majore cognovi ;

quanquam ne ingenio quidem

qui præftiterit, facile dixerim,

C. Pifoni, genero meo. Nul-

lum illi tempus vacabat, aut

a forenfi dictione, aut a com-

mentatione domeftica, aut a

fcribendo aut a cogitando . I-

taque tantos proceffus facie-

bat, ut evolare non excurrere

videbatur, &c.alia de illo

majora dici poffunt . Nam

nec continentia, nec pietate,

nec ullo genere virtutis, quen-

quam ejufdem ætatis cum illa

conferendum puto . Brut . p .

397, 398.
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CICERO had refolved to come home, in virtue A. Urb. 696.

ofthe Senate's decree, whether thelaw had paffed Cic. 50.

or not ; but perceiving from the accounts of all P.CORNELIUS

his friends, that it couldnotbe defeated anylonger, LENTULUS

he embarked for Italy onthefourth ofAugust ; the SPINTHER,

very day on which itwas enacted ; and landed the Q.CACILIUS

METELLUS

next at Brundifium, where he found his daughter NEFOS.

Tullia already arrived to receive him. The day

happened to be the annual Festival ofthe Foundation

of the Town; as well as of the Dedication of the

Temple of Safety at Rome ; and the birth-day like-

wife of Tullia ; as if Providence had thrown all

thefecircumſtances together to enhance the joyand

folemnity ofhis landing; whichwas celebrated by

the people with the moft profufe expreffions of

mirth and gayety. Cicero took up his quarters

again with his old hoft Lenius Flaccus, who had

entertained him fo honorably in his diſtreſs, a per-

fon of great learning as well as generofity : here

he received the wellcome news in four daysfrom

Rome, that the law was actually ratified by the peo-

ple with an incredible zeal and unanimity of all the

Centuries [b]. This obliged him to pursue his

journey in all haft, and take leave of the Brundi-

fians ; who by all the offices of private duty, as

[6 ] Pridie Non . Sextil .

Dyrrhachio fum profectus,

illo ipfo die lex eft lata de

nobis. Brundifium veni No-

nis ibi mihi Tulliola mea

præfto fuit, natali fuo ipfo.

die, qui cafu idem natalis

erat Brundifinæ coloniæ ; &

tuæ vicinæ falutis . Quæ res

animadverfa a multitudine,

fumma Brundifinorum gratu-

latione celebrata eft. Ante

diem fextum Id. Sext. cog-

novi literis Quinti fratris,

•

mirifico ftudio omnium æta-

tum atque ordinum, incredi-

bili concurfu Italia, legem

comitiis centuriatis effe per-

latum . Ad Att . 4. 1 .

Cumque me domus eadem

Optimorum & doctiffimorum

virorum , Lenii Flacci , &

Patris & Fratris ejus lætiffima

accepiffet, quæ proximo anno

mærens receperat, & fuo pe-

riculo præfidioque defende-

rat. Pro Sext . 63 .

well
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P.CORNELIUS

A. Urb. 696. well as public decrees, endeavoured to teftifytheir

Cic. 5o. fincere refpect for him. The fame of his landing
Coff. and progrefs towards the City, drew infinite mul-

titudes from all parts, to fee him as he paſſed, and

SPINTHER, Congratulate him on his return : " fo that the

Q.CÆCILIUS " whole road was but one continued ftreet from

METELLUS « Brundifium to Rome, lined on both fides with

NEPOS.

LENTULUS

❝ crowds ofmen, women, and children ; nor was

" there a Præfecture, Town, or Colony through

r

Italy, which did not decree him ftatues or pub-

" lic honors, and fend a deputation of their prin-

66
cipal members to pay him their compliments :

" that it was rather lefs than the truth, as Plu-

" tarch fays, what Cicero himſelftells us, that all

" Italybrought him back upon it's fhoulders [c] .

" But that one day, fays he, was worth an im-

" mortality ; when, on myapproach towards the

• 66
City, the Senate came out to receive me, fol-

"lowedbythe whole body of the Citizens ; as if

"Rome itſelf had left it's foundations, and

" marched forward to embrace it'sPreferver [d]."

As foon as he entered the gates he faw " the

fteps of all the Temples, Porticos, and even

" the tops of houfes covered with people, who

[c] Meus quidem reditus

is fuit, ut a Brundifio ufque

Romamagmenperpetuum to-

tius Italiæ viderem . Neque

enim regio fuit ulla, neque

præfectura, neque municipi-

um aut colonia, ex qua non

publice ad me venerint gratu-

latum. Quid dicam adven-

tus meos? Quid effufiones ho-

minum ex oppidis ? Quid

concurfum exagris Patrum fa-

miliascum conjugibusaclibe-

ris &c. in Pifon. 22 .

Italia cuncta pane fuis hu-

meris reportavit . Poft red.

in Sen. 15.

Itinere toto Urbes Italiæ

feftos dies agere adventus mei

videbantur. Viæ multitudine

legatorum undique mifforum

celebrabantur.--Pro Sext. 63 .

[d] Unus ille dies mihi qui-

dein inftar immortalitatis fuit

cum Senatum egrefſum vi-

di, populumque Romanum

univerfum, cum mihi ipfa

Roma, prope convulfa fedi-

bus fuis, ad complectendum

confervatorem fuum proce-

dere vifa eft. In Pifon . 22 .

" faluted
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66

Coff.

NEPOS.

faluted him with an univerfal acclamation, as A. Urb. 696.

" he marched forward towards the Capitol, Cic. 5o .

" where freſh multitudes were expecting his ar- P.CORNELIUS

" rival: yet in the midst of all this joy he could LENTULUS

not help grieving, he fays, within himſelf, to SPINTHER,

" reflect that a City fo grateful to the defender ofQ. CECILIUS

METELLUS

" it's liberty, had been fo miferably enſlaved and

" oppreffed [e]." The Capitol was the proper

feat or throne, as it were, of the Majefty of the

Empire ; where ſtood the most magnificent Fabric

of Rome, the Temple ofJupiter, or of that God

whom they ftiled the Greatest and the Beft [f] ;

to whoſe ſhrine all, who entered the City in pomp

or triumph, uſed always to make their firft vifit.

Cicero therefore, before he had faluted his wife

and family, was obliged to difcharge himſelf here.

of his vows and thanks for his fafe return ; where,

in compliance with the popular fuperftition, he

paid his devotion alfo to that tutelary Minerva,

whom, at his quitting Rome, he had placed in

the Temple of her Father. From this office of

religion he was conducted by the fame company,

and with the fame acclamations, to his Brother's

houfe, where this great proceffion ended : which,

from one end of it to the other, was fo fplendid

and triumphant, that he had reafon, he fays, to

fear, left people fhould imagine that he himself bad

contrivedhis late flight, for the fake offo glorious a

restoration [g].

[ ] Iter a porta, in Capi-

tolium afcenfus, domum re-

ditus erat ejufmodi, ut fum-

ma in lætitia illud dolerem,

civitatem tam gratam, tam

miferam atque oppreffam fu-

iffe.-Pro Sext. 63 .

[f] Quocirca Te, Capito-

line, quempropter beneficia,

Populus Romanus Optimum,

propter vim, Maximum, no-

minavit . Pro dom. 57.

[g] Ut tua mihi confcele-

rata illa vis non modo non

propulfanda, fed etiam emen-

da fuiffe videatur. Pro dom.

28.

The End of the Firſt Volume.
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